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And he ſaid unto them, theſe are the: 
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words which I ſpake unto you, while 
T was yet with you, that all things 
muſt be fulfilled which were written in 


the Poultrey near Srocks- Market ;, S. Cu aNDLER,. 
at the Croſs Keys in the Poultrey ; and S. B11 


Printed for E. MaTTHEws, at the Bible in! 
Pater-Noſter-Row;, R. Fo Rp, at the Angel in} 
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LINGSLEY, at the Judge - Head in 
Lane, M. DCC. XXIV. 
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THE 


PREFACE 


e repreſentation of the 
ian Principles and 
Duties, give, the ſwlleſt 
. dier, in the moſt natu- 
— oder. oſ the chriſtian 
. Relivwn. I be chriſtian Morality, or 
the proper Duties of chriſtranity, have 
been diſtincliy repreſented to great ad- 
vantage very lately v. The followmg 
diſcourſes give an accornt of the per- 
fon of Chriſt, and the cbriſtian 'Frm- 
ciples as far as my ſubjedt led me, and 


will 


ln Mr. Watt's S*rmons, the 2d Vol. in Twe 
and Mr. Evans's Chriſtian Temper, à Vol. in 8 vo. 
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ir The PRE FACE. 


Mediatour is a matter of pure revela- 
ma; I preſume it will need us 2 


will make the view the more entire 


and complete. IH * 


I have confined my ſelf — 5 
diuiſſon, of Moſes and the prophets, 
and the book of pſalms, and been 


obliged to drop ſome repreſentations for 


avant of room. I have taken in all 
the lights of the new Teſtament, and 
given a- further illuſtration then was 
known in the old 1eftament times, per- 
baps to the Fs themſelves; tho 


not, 1 ſauppo e, then was intended by the 


Spirit of God, and may be underſtood by 
the chriſtian revelation. I have: choſen 


rather 10 follow the order of: tame, and 


obſerve the gradual diſcoveries which 
WETE 3 Meſſiah, like the 
riliuo 0 id: and firſt breaking 
7205 my morning light; than to 
reduce them to am artificial method, or 
make them appear in a regular. ſcheme. 
due canſider the nature. of the 
ſubject, and that the dockrene of the 


The PR EFACE. 
for the abrendant uſe of the ſcripture, in 
explaming the feveral parts of it: 1 
ſhall only ; ſay, I bope it will be found 
to be often illuſt rated, and always right- 
ty applied. The EN 5 will 
eaſily obſerve, that a confinement for 
te moſt part to ſmgle diſcourſes, which 
yet was neceſſary to give a langer view 
of the ſubject; has ſometimes una- 
voidabl y ſtraitned me, and not always 
left If ſue room fr a juſt enlarge- 
ment, eſpecially in the. practical parts 
af the diſcourſe. And tho" ſome branches 
different repreſentations, have à re- 
tion andi likeneſs to one another ; ; yet 


cho are managed with ſome ſome deri, 


and ſerve to give a fuller light, ar 
they have nene e to ey 
ſelves} | 114 

# The diredl 48 of the n ig, 
by:a naked repreſentation of the K 
ture doctrine, without angry controver- 
ſy, an ee debate; to raiſe 


wwe our regards to him; to promote 
. A 3 2 the 


our eſteem and affection to Chrift, and 


i "A 
9 
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The PREFACE: 
the knowledoe of Cbriſt, and the life 


of faith; which is ſo nul excellent, 
and ſo peendiar to the chriſtian diſpeu- 


| ſatin: 1: may poſſibly contribute to the 


⁊ubich would have carried their p 


confirmation of our faith, aud the con- 
viction of Jews" and Infidels. 
I ſhall beg leave bere to offer a ſingle 
remark upon a * late treatiſe, which 
relates to the bel of theſe diſc 3 3 
That fence only one argument 15 

in it for the proof of cbriſtianity; i. e. 
The accompliſhment of prophecy ; tbo 
agamst the plain pretenſiom of Chrift 
and the Apotles, who always appeal- 
ed to the miracles they wrought, and 


5 
weight along uuth them, iſ they fad 


never been foretold; as the vi- 


racles wrought by Moſes and the Pro- 
pbets did; ſurely, that ought 40 be 
fa on and have full | 2 
* ino tead of i 

rw df tes, and every 5 
pPeerance 


* A Diſcourſe of the- — and reaſons of the 
chriſtian Religion. f 


The PREFACE wu 
rance of difficulty, is uot only care- 
Fly laid CUM but artfully repre- 
ſeuted and aggravated ; and treated 
with levity and. ridicule ; while all 
the inſtances of a clear accompliſhment, 
in the va$t variety. of circumſtances 
which appear in the following diſ- 
courſes ; are wholly overlooked, and 
paſſed by in ſilence: One cannot help 
thinking, that the Author choſe this 
argument only to ſhew his good will 
to chriſtianity, and in the expreſſion of 
a late mgemous writer, * to © ſet it 
« upon a. ſmgle foot, that he nught the 
«© more eaſily puſh. it dun. 
I. Hall only add concerning theſe diſ- 
courſes, that I have purpoſely fitted 
them, for the mathe cad foe hs 
uſe 9 amilies, particularly 
on Lord's-day Evenings; a laudable 
practice, which tends to promote ſpi- 
ritual knowledge 2 edification, and 
is a exerciſe and employment 
of fy wy. T particularly — 


—êH —_— — 


Mr. Nath, Taylor. 
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them for that purpoſe, to thoſe of my 
own charge, to whom 1 have now ſtood 
fo long related, and with whom I have 
lived in uninterrupted peace, and with 
many marks of a diſtinguiſpung reſpect; 
and whoſe wel fare and proſperity can- 
not but be peculiarly dear to me. Such 
as they are 1 make an humble ſacrifice 
of them to the honour of the Bleſſed 
Redeemer, and lay them at his 1 
baving no bigber ambition in this world, 
then to ſerve bis interegt, and be ac- 
cepted bf bim; nor hig ber /expectatt 
= 44 then" to be with Um — 
behold his glory. 
e e ee e oe -: 


| Goodmans-Fiel 
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SERMON I. 
MEss IA the Sced of the Woman. 


Gen. iii. 15. 


T will put enmity between thee and the 
woman, and between thy ſeed and her 
ſeed: It ſhall bruiſe thy head, and . 
ſhalt bruiſe his heel. 
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 MxssS1AH the Seed of radon 
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SERMON II. 

MESSIAH the Seed of the Woman. 
a Gen. ii. 15. | 

J will put enmity between thee and the 

woman, and between thy ſeed and her 
ted: It ſball bruiſe thy head, and thou 

ſball bruiſe his heel. © | ; 
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SERMON . 
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rn 3840 i ont 
And in thy ſeed ſball all the nations 0 
the earth be bleſſed; becauſe thou haſt 
obeyed My voice. \0 . 
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SERMON IV. 
Messran the SHILOH: '\ 
Gen. xlix, o. 


The ſcepter ſhall not depart from Judah, 
nor 4 law-giver from between his feet, 
till Shiloh come z and unto him ſball 


the gathering of the nations be. 
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SERMON v. 
MxsslAR the ANGEL. 


Exod. xxiii. 2 + 


Behold, I ſend an Anget before thee to 
keep thee in the way, and to bring thee 
into the place which ] prepared: Be- 
ware of him, &C. | 
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re 
MESSIAH, a Star and Scepter. 


Numb. xxiv. 17. 


T ſball ſee him but not now, I ſhall be- 


«A bold him, but mor nigh z" there fhail came 


@ ſtar out and @ ſcepter ſhall 
rife out 0 2 and ſhall ſmite the 

Moab, and deſtroy the children 
7 Seth. 


— 


— an Eg 
ne A PROPHET. 


Dent. xvii. "5h mt mn.” 
7 he Lo thy God will raiſe up unto thee 


5. from the midſt of thee, of thy 
þ en, like unto me ; unto him ſball 
you bearken. 
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SERMON II. 
MESSIAH the Seed of the Woman. 


Gen. ii. 15. 


IT will put enmity between thee and the 
woman, and between thy ſeed and her 
feed: It ſhall bruiſe thy head, and thou 
ſball bruiſe his heel. ; 
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SE R M . 
Mxss iA the Seed of Mahan 
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nt {Sen IxxXIk 38.4. oo ink 
And in thy ſeed ſhall all the nations of 
the earth be bleſſed ; yy thou haſt 
- oveyed my voice. | 85 
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SERMON IV. 
Mxsslag . SHILQU: A 
Gen. xlix, 10. 
The ſeepter ſhall no an 


nor 4 lau giver from between his feet, 
till Shilok ; come z and unto him * 


\ the gathering of the nations be. 
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SERMON v. 
MxssIARH the ANGEL. 


Exod. xxiii. 20, 21. 


Behold, I ſend an Anget before thee to 
keep thee in the way, and to bring thee 
into the place which I prepartd: Be- 
Ware of im, &c, © | 
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ZINK 
MESSIAH, a Star and Sceprer. 


Numb. xxiv. 1 7. 


1 ſhall fe ze him but not now, I ſhall be- 
ellen but nr migh nig; there ſball cum 


a ſtar out and à ſcepter ſball 
75 out 0 frac, and ſball Tae the 

Moab, and dojiroy the A 
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The Bebe thy God will raiſe up unto thee 


het from the midſt of thee, of thy 
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MESSIAH a K 1 N G. 


pPlſalm ii. 6. 
iir have I ſes hr & upon my hol bil 


SERMON N. 
Mrssian a PRIEST. 


Pſalm cx. 4 


e. art 4 7 or ever 4 
elchizedek. 
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S ERM ON XI. 
MESSILIARH deſcribed in 
IIai. ix. 6. 

For unto us a child is born, unto us 4 
| ſon is given; the government ſhall be 


on his ſboulders, and his name ſball 
called wonderful, &c. 
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SERMON XII. 
Mxss 1A deſcribed in 
Ial. ix. 6. 


* unto us à child is born, unto us a 
ſon is given; the government ſball be 
25 his ſboulders ; and his name e ſhall 
called 333 &c. 
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- R MON XII. 
Mzsslan, the Offipring of David. 
Lai. xi, I. | 


Aud there ſhall come forth @ rod of the 
ſtem of 45 and a branch ſhall grow 
aut 15 roots. 
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S ERM ON NIV. 
MESS ian, SUFFERING. 


ao Ifai. liii. 7. 

He was oppreſſed and afflifted; yet opened 
Wen his mouth : He is brought as 
# lamb to the ſlaug hter, and as 4 
| ſheep before his Das is dumb, ſo he 
opened not his mouth. 
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SERMON. XV. 
"Mx ESSIAH, Our Op ION 


Jerem. XXiii. 6. 


And this is the name whereby he ſratl be 
called, The Lord our Righteouſneſs. 
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SERMON XVI. 


The Time of M ESSIAH's Appearance, 
Meſſiah be cut off; but I: 


Dan. ix. 26. 
And after threeſtore and two weeks Re 
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3 R MON XVI 
Mess1an; the Deſire of all nes 


Hagg. li. 6, 7, 8. 
For thus ſaith the Lord of hoſt ; yet once 
it is a little while, and I will ſbake 
the heavens and the earth and the 
defire of all nations ſhall come. 
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SER MON XVIIL' 
MESSIAH of BET HAEHBEM.. 


Mic. v. 2. 


But thou Bethlehem Ephratah, tho thou 
be little among the thouſands of Fudah ; 
per out of ther ſhell become orth un- 
"= that is to be ruler in fomef : 

whoſe goings forth have been from 
old, Low Dear e | © 


AT SERMON - (1 EEE. 
MESSIAH, a Prieſt upon a Throne. 
Zach. vi. 13. 


m—— And he ſball fit and rule upon his 
throne, and he ſhall be a prieſt upon his 


thione ; and the counſel of peace, ſball 


be between them both. 
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Mrss iA, the Meſſenger of the 
Covenant. 

N M.alachi ii. 1. © © a - 0 

1 Behold I ſend my Meſſenger, and he ſhall 

prepare the way before me: The Lord 

- whom ye. ſeek, ſball ſuddenly. come. to 

his temple ; even the row A enger of the 
covenant, whom ye delight in; behold, 


be ſball come, ſaith the Lord of hoſts. 
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SERMON. L 


| Meſfih the Seed of the Woman. Is 


ef re Fog thi 
and the woman, and between thy 
ed, and her ſeed: tary ty 4 ad 
N (Oe IO 


= HEN: God raiſed the * 
— 7 tiful fabrick of this viſible 
, 150 world and enriched it with 
2 great variety of beings, 
dere ſeemed nothing want- 
of it, . — 
tellig capable of underſta 
ing the wiſe-Delign-of it, of admiring 
the Glory of the Creator, and as the 
high pricit * C_ of offer 'S 


* 
. b 
a 


8 


2 


out any cloud of darkneſs, or ſpot 


of him. But as the fineſt metals art 
moſt brittle, and the brighteſt appear. 


Meſſiah the Seed of the Woman. 


to God, in the name of all the reſt, 8 
Gacrifice of praiſe. Thus we find God 
* man in the laſt place, as * 

2 of his e 
ſtroke of the lower * 


tion: He We made after his/own Image 
as well as became a #ving Sou. And 
to compleat the happineſs of man, who 
was made a Social as well as a reaſona- 
ble creature, and was not entirely hap- 

y alone tho in the retirement of pa- 
radiſe, and the enjoyment of all the 
creatures about him; God created Wo- 
man to be his companion * help. 
Chap. ii. 18. 

And here let us make a pauſe: How 
happy was the condition of innocent 
man; how bright and clear his mind; 
how pure and perfect his nature, with- 
of 
Sin; how cafy and happy his circum- 
Nance, ſurrounded on every hand with 
innumerable bleſſings, and free From 
miſery and fear. In a word; how wor- 
thy the workmanſhip of God, and in 
how 'ncar a reſcmblance and likeneſs 


ances eaſily contract a foil ; ſo mn be. 


- ing in honour continued not, The occa- 


fion and mcans of his fall dn rr 
* The 
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The Serpent aſſaulted the woman the 
weaker ſex, and as is probable, when 
ſhe was alone: He took the double ad- 
vantage of the Infirmity of her ſex, and 


of her ſolitude. The Serpent was more Ver. i. 


ſubtilł than any other of rhe creatures, 
and fitter for the Devil to imploy in fo 
deep a deſign, who is therefore him- 
felf call'd 7. he 
fubrity beguiled 


Eve; and the Old Fer- 


rerved the whole world. He ſpoke thro 
the Serpent, as he did afterward rhro' 
the heathen oracles. 


1 Mall not in fit upon the cutibus con- 


tpent was then a harmleſs and lovely 
creature, of beautiful colours, and of a 
familiar natute, uſed to divert her, and 
to wind about her neck and body; and 
ſo of all the creatures the fitteſt inſtru. 
ment to be imployed, and the moſt like- 
Iy to infinuate. Nor is it imptobable 
from the citcumſtance of the ſtory, that 
he propoſed himſelf as an example, and 
pretended to have gained the faculty of 
ſpeech, ' and the knowledge of good 
and evil, by his own eating the fruit of 
the tree: For the Devil is 4 Liar as 
well as a murderer from the beginnmg. 

However, tis plain, ſhe was altured 
by s double” bait, ſaired to the ſenſull 
n B _ and 


SS 7 


ure of ſome learned men, that the 


Serpent, who through his 2 Cor. x. 
3o 2 
pen tall d the Devil and Satan, who de- _ x 


We. 


— 


7 


not in the heat and h 


4 Meſſiah ibe Sæed of the Woman. 


Plcaſantneſs of the fruit, and the pro- 
ſpect of greater wiſdom and e 
Verſe 6. Tis added, And ſbe took of the 
fruit as vw gave to her husband, 
and he : probably perſuaded by 


her x" uit as well as influenced by 
Tim. ii. her example. Thus the woman being 
14 dieceived was in the tranſpreſſion, and 


ſhe, who was given him for a help-meet, 
betray d his too caſy nature, and proved 
the inſtrument of his ruin. Our great- 
eſt comforts, by our weakneſs and folly, 
ſometimes prove our. greateſt ſnarc, and 
become the means of our greateſt hurt. 
And now the harmony of the crea» 
tion was broken, and the glory and 
beauty of it ſtained. This deſperate ad- 
venture opened their eyes indeed, but it 
was to diſcern their own ſbame, as well as 
to know good and evil: They were poſ- 


ſeſt with guilty fear, who were before en- 


tirely caly. and ſecure; and fled from 
the preſence of God, with whom they 
had familiarly converſed. 
In the 7th and 8th Verles, He ap- 
peared to him in the cool LE the day; 
the temp». 
tation, but when he had leiſure —— re-. 
flect upon what he had done, and 2 G 
within himſelf, He calls to him, 4 
9. Adam, where art thou] He ik 


and rational . appetite ; the goodneſs and 


Meſſiah the Seed of the Woman. 3 
him to an account for what he had 
done, and cx lates the matter with 
him. He does not preſently ſtrike him dead, 
and conſign him over to judgment; but 
brings. him under a conviction of guilt, 
arraigns him at the bar of his own rea- 
ſon, and condemns him by the ſentence 
of his own conſcience. And 'tis ob- 
ſervable, what wretched ſhifts he uſcd 
to excuſe himſelf, and extenuate his 
guilt. Yer. 12. The woman, whom thou 
gaveſt to be with me, ſbe gave me of the 
tree, and I did eat : This was not only 
ſhifting the blame from himſelf, but ta- 
citly charging it upon God. g. 4. If 1 
had been alone I had not cat it; the 
help-meet thou gaveſt me betrayed me. 
And ver. 13. The woman ſaid, the Ser- 
pent beguiled me, and I did eat. q. d. 1 
ſhould never have thought of this of my 
ſelf, but it was ſuggeſted to my mind, 
and I was deccived by the ſubtilty of 
another. They ſhift the blame from 
one another, and neither would own his 
proper fault. This was the original of 
felf-flattery and ſinful excuſe. © 
Nov after this particular hearing and 
trial of the whole caſe, he proceeds to 
paſs the reſpective ſentence; and begins 
with the Serpent who was the Inſtru- 
ment of their Sin, ver. 14. Becauſe thou 
Lat done this thou art curſed all 
„„ the 


6 Meſſiah the Seed of the Woman. 
| the cattle, and above every beaſt of the 
field: Upon thy belly ſhalt thou go, and 
duſt ſhalt thou eat all the days of 
thy life. Tis probable from hence, 
that the Serpent was before this an exect 
creature, and fed upon herbs and plants; 
it had not otherwiſe been ſo proper a 
curſe to him; and he is expreſſly num - 
bered among the beaſts of the field. u. 1. 
who are diſtinguiſhed from the crecping 
things. Chap. i. 25. And here come in 
the Words of the Text: And I will put 
enmity, &c. This Repreſentation of 
the Meſſiah, however brief and obſcure, 
was all the Revelation upon record, 
which was made of him to the church 
for ſeveral ages together. This was all 
the Goſpel they had for a great while; 
Twas by Faith in this Promiſe, thoſe 
worthics lived and acted in Hep. xi. from 
Adam down. to Abraham, when ſome 
farther light began to break forth, and 
a fuller account was given of him. 

I ſhall conſider the words in a double 
view. Firſt, As to the Matter of them, 
and the ſeveral parts of which they con- 
ſilt. Secondly, As to the Form of them, 
and the ſeveral circumſtances. and re- 
lations in which they ſtand. I ſhall be- 
= gin with the firſt in this diſcourſe. | In 
the words there are three gencral Parts: 


I. The 


Meſſiah the Sed of the Na 


nan 0 


L The, Panties ſpoken of : — chere 
is a double pair; the Serpent and 
Homan, and their reſpective ſceds; 
thee and thy — and er 
4d her Seed. 


I. The. thing, afferted with reference 
to both; or the enmity which is 
ſaid to be between them: I will 
pdut enmity between LAT 
2 


ul. The conſequence of that enmity 

on both ſides, in a double Conflict. 

1, With reſpe&//to. the Woman's 

Seed: He ſball bruiſe thy head. 2. 

- With reſpect to the —— ton 

ſhall bruiſe his heel. I ſhall oon · 
ſider the — rare aitinctiy. 


A0 The Parties ipo po OE . vob 


and 


pair, the Serpent — the Woman, 


their reſpeRive ſeeds; #hee and thy cad, 
and the Woman and her Seed, Hete are 


two ſeeds mentioned, which ſpring from 
two Heads or Principals; the dergent and 
his Seed: i. e. The Devil and evil angels, 


and wicked men: and the Vunan and 


her Seed; i. e. the woman and all her 
natural ſeed; particularly Chriſt, the 
8 the woman, and all 

B 4 who 


7 


-o 
7 
„ 1% * 
of 
N 


6 Meſſiah the Seed of the Woman. 
the cattle, and above every beaſt of the 
field: Upon thy belly ſbalt * 0, and 
duſt ſhah thou eat all the days of 
thy life. "Tis probable from hence, 

that the Serpent was before this an exect 
creature, and fed upon herbs and plants; 
it had not otherwiſe been ſo proper a 
curſc to him; and he is expreſſly num - 
bered among the beaſts of t 2 v. 1. 
who arc diſtinguiſhed from the crecping 
things. Chap. i. 25. And here come in 
the Words of the Text: And I will put 
enmity, &c. This Repreſentation - of 
the Meſſiah, however brief and obſcure, 
was all the Revelation upon record, 
which was made of him to the church 
for ſeveral ages together, This was all 
the Goſpel they had for a great while; 
'Twas. by Faith in this Promiſe, thoſe 
worthics lived and acted in Hep. xi, from 
Adam down. to Abraham, when ſome 
farther light began to break forth, and 
a fuller account was given of him. 

I ſhall conſider the words in a double 
view. Firſt, As to the Matter of them, 
and the ſeveral parts of which they con- 
ſilt. . Secondly, As to the Form of them, 
and the ſeveral circumſtances. and re- 
lations in which they ſtand. I ſhall be: 
gin with the firſt in this diſcourſe. | In 


the wards there arc three general Parts: | 
Rs The 


Maſi the Rate the Won, 


ere, 


TY The Parties Goken ofa — 4550 

is a double pair; the Serpent and 
* and their reſpective /eeds 5 
Ka — and err 


U. 11 thing aſſerted with reference 
to both; or the enmity which is 
faid to be between them: I will 


II. The conſequence of that enmity 

on both ſides, in a double Conflict. 

1. With reſpedt to the Woman's 

bruiſe thy head, 2. 

ſpect to the Serpent; thou 

\ſhall bruiſe his heel. I ſhall con 
ſider the ſeveral parte diſtinRtly. | 


4 The Parties ſpoken of are a double . el 


nt and the Woman, 


and 


pair, the Serpe 


their reſpective ſeeds 5 thee —— 1 


2 


and the Woman and her Seed. Hete are 
two ſceds mentioned, which ſpring from 
two Heads or Principals; the Sergentrand 
his Seed; i. e. The Devil and evil angels, 


. and wicked men: and the Vuman and 


her Herd ; i. e. the woman and all her 
natural ſeed; particularly — the: 
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who belong to him. But becauſe the 
two ſceds partake of the nature of their 
principals, and are of the ſame make 
and temper, I think' they may be fitly 
included and comprehended under-their 
reſpective heads; and I ſhall. fpeak of 
them only as they fall in with the other. 
So that here I ſhall enquire, 1. Why the 
Devil is repreſented by the & 2. 
Why Chriſt, the promiſed Mefliah, is re- 
preſented under the notion of — Seed 
of the woman. 

F. 1. Why the Devil is called here 
the Serpent. Upon two accounts ** 

9 —— | 

1. To ſignify the ſubrilty of his na- 
ture. Now rhe Serpent was more ſub- 
tile than all the beaſts of the field, ver. 
1. Tis a ly inſinuating creature, which 
ſhews a wondrous cunning in ſecuring 
it ſelf, and hurting others. Hence tis 
Nis: made a pattern of policy: Be ge wiſe 

1% 4 ſerpents; and tis expreſſly ſaid in this 
2 Cor. xi. very caſe, a bre 

Zr his ſubtilty. | 
The Devil is a wiſc and diſcerning; 

ſpivies He has the capacity of an An- 
gel, and retains his natural powers, tho* 

he has loſt the moral perfoctions of his 
nature. And his natural cunning is 
heightned and improved by long expe- 

rience and practice; and ſo he is the a 

ANN * 1 Serpent 


_ a _ 
* * 
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Serpent 


, called the Devil and Satan. He 
has tried many experiments, and made 
great obſervation upon the events of 

things, in the courſe of many ages; 

and is capable of making a ſhrewed con- 

jecture, and forming a wile deſign: He Rom. An 
knows the difference of conſtitution F | 
and temper, and what is moſt ſuitable 

and likely to prevail: He takes every op- 
portunity, and improves the leaſt advan 
tage: He knows how to lye concealed, 
or appear in falſe diſguiſe. | 
In ſhort, this Angel of darkneſs has 
more light than any of us, and is capa- 
ble of over-reaching and outwitting the 
wiſeſt man alive. He is a perfect maſter 
of all the Arts of Deccit, and a skilful 
manager of all the circumſtances of 


2. His Malignity. A ſerpent is a miſe 
chievous creature, and of a poiĩſonous 
nature, whoſe ſting is painful, and ſome- 
times deadly: Hence the wile man ſpeak-. 
ing of the power of the wine when 'tis 
red, and giving its calour im the cup, 
ſays, At laſt it biteth like @ ſerpent, and pro.xxiii, 
ſtingeth like an adder. And the fiery 3% 
ſerpents were the greateſt plague Gd 
- fent the rebellious Iſraelites: And the Numb. 
Lord ſent fiery ſerpents among the peo- ii. & 
ple, and they bit the people," and much 
People died. And tis abſervable, that 
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tis peculiarly miſchievous to man; it is 
not ſo apt to ſting other creatures, but 
hiſſes at the ſight of a man: And hence, 
there is no creature we naturally ſhun 
with greater abhorrence, or purſue with 
greater hatred®*, 
The Devil is the moſt miſchievous be- 
ing, and full of malignity: So Pau tells 
P —— Ty 
10. tilty and all malice, thou child 0 
Devil, thou enemy of all Richteenfreſs 
malice is his nature and conſtitution: 
He' bears a mortal ſpite to the whole 
Race of Mankind, and is capable of na 
other pleaſure but that of doing hurt. 
He envies the happineſs of our condi- 
tion, and is enraged at the diſappoint- 
ment of his deſign, and reſtleſs in his 
indeavours of miſchief. This Sex 
ſpites his venome round about him, and 
poiſons all within his influence: He is 
always doing hurt, and doing all within 
power. 1 
F. 2. Why the Meſſiah is here repre- 
| ſented by the Seed of the woman. This 
. Expreſſion holds true of all mankind, 
who are the natural Seed of the woman, 


and 


nn E 
* — * — — * * 


| this kind : That 
2277 Serpent, and the 
of a diateſ kills 
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and ſpring from the firſt woman, whe 
was the mather F all liuing. But _—_— 
here manifeſtly ſpoken of ſame one per- 
{on by way of eminency, who is oppoſed 
to the Serpent, and between whom the 
enmity is ſaid to be put: agreeably to 

that of the Apoſtlez he ſaid nat tg Ga it 
ſeeds, as of many, but as of ono, and ta 
thy Seed, which is Chriſt. And he is 
Kol repreſented ypon veral accounts, 
peculiar to himſelf: For example, 

He was born of a woman in an extra- 
ordinary manner, and diffcrent from all 
others: He was truly and properly the 
Seed of the woman; not created, as 
Adam was, a perfect man at firſt ; nor 
ſent down immediately from Heaven, as 
the Angels were upon particular ar- 
rants ; but was coneciv'd in the womb 
of a pure Virgin, by the over 
of the Holy Ghoſt. His mother was only 
the eſpouſed wife of Foſeph ; he was 
form'd by the peculiar agency of the 
divine Spirit, in an inconeeivable man- 
ner; of which there never was another 
inſtance, and of which we have no di- 
ſtinct congcprien, This was the new 
thing created in the Earth, 3 — nl. 
ſball compaſs 4 man, The Evangeliſt *** + 
1 05 Jaliph, e 
eſpouſed to Jaſep 
gether, ſbe was found with 


Luke [. 
35» 


er Mary WES Matt. . 
came to- 18, 39 


ils of the: 
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- Holy Ghoſt : And, that which is con- 
| ceived of her is of the Holy Ghoſt. The 
extraordinary manner of his Conception 
was neceſſary, to derive the human na- 
ture pure and untainted, and in order 
to its cloſe union with the divine na- 
ture; that he might be free from the 
common pollution of our nature, and 
capable of being offer d up without ſpot 
unto God. However, he was carricd in 

the womb of the Virgin, and born of 
her at the appointed time, with all the 
circumſtances particularly related by the 
Luke ii. © —— eliſt: The days were accompliſh'd 

6, 9 ſhould be deliver d, and ſhe brought 

her firſt-born Son, and wrapped 

— in ſtwadling Cloths, and laid bim in 

4 Manger, &c. He was the Seed of the 

woman, as he was her proper offspring, 

tho' in a peculiar and extraordinary way; 

by Ny ſo as no other ever was beſide. 

Again; He afſum'd a human 

nature. Though he was born in a pecu- 

liar manner, and different from all others, 

yet he was himſelf a perfect man, and 

partook of the common human nature. 
Gal.iv. So he is ſaid to be born of 4 woman, or 

„ made of a woman; her proper ſeed and 

Philip. ii. A: He appear'd in the Faſbion 

A man, and took part of our fleſh and 

Heb. i. The Word was made "fleſh, and 

wg mniſyed in fleſo, and was in iche like. 
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nels [ fleſb, i. e. he partook: of 
100 ebe nale according to the uſual 
ſenſe of the expreſſion in the Scripture 
and which is never uſed, abſolutely and by F 
it ſelf, for a human body without a' ſoul, 
but for the whole human nature. And 
accordingly we find, - that tho” his con- 

ception was extraordinary, yet his hu- 
man nature was nevertheleſs entire: He 
had a perfect body and ſoul as any of us 
have, of the ſame parts and powers, ca- 
pable of the ſame offices and reſent- 
ments with ours. He was truly the man Tim. 
Chriſt Feſus ; and with reſpect to both 4. 
the parts of his conſtitution, he zucrea- = 
ſed in wiſdom and ftature, as other 

men. So he exercis d all the ſinleſs paſ- 

ſions of human nature, and was liable 

to all the infirmities of it; as love and 

joy, grief and compaſſion; he was hun- 

gry and thirſty, and weary; .cadured ._ 
pain, and ſubmitted. to death. I all, R. 
things he was made like unto hit bre- 17. 
thren z and in all points tempted like as "+ 15. 
we are, yet without fen. He was traly _ 
the Seed of the woman, not only as he * 
deſcended from her, but derived the 
human nature from her too. F 
Further, he was. the moſt excellent of 

the kind, and excelled all others. He 

was indeed allied to Heaven as well as 
Earth, and was the offspring. of the 
Nui! Ae £ Deity, 
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14 Meſſab the Seed of the Woman. 
Deity, as well as of the Virgin; God 
was his father, as the Virgin was his 
mother; and he was the Jon of God, 
and the Son of the higheſt, as well as 
the Sor of man, and the Son 
He was the moſt eminent Seed of the 

woman, as well as a peculiar production; 
and the moſt excellent of the whole kind. 
Pal. av. So he Was fairer than the children of 

wen The Frame of his nature was fine 
and pure, like that of innocent Adam, 
free from the finful infirmities and natu- 
ral diforders of fallen nature. The 
Motions of his foul were always regu- 

ur and pure, and his actions without ſin: 
He never confented to x vain thought, 

ox did an evil or ſuſpicious action. He 
kept up the human nature in its pri- 
mitive integrity, and gave the world an 
inſtance of what it Vis at firſt. So we 
Luke i. fead of that holy thing whith ſball be 
33. born f thee: He only could ſay, of all 
tte human race, hieb of you convinceth 
me of jon? And the Apoſtle ſays of him, 
Heb. ir. That be was without n; and holy; 

15 harmleſs, undefild, und ſepatate from 
1 3 that he did no fin, neither was 

22, guile found in his mouth : Not only free 
from ſin, but at the greateſt diſtance 

from it; he was the Seed of the wo- 
man in a way of diſtinguiſhing eminency, 
and the moſt excellent one who was ever 
born of a woman, Finally, 
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d Finally, he is, in ſome ſenſe, the Ne- 

$ preſentative of men; every other Seed 

4 of the woman muſt be conſider d ſingly; 

$ and as ſo many individuals, each one 

. repreſenting himſelf, and ſtanding up- 

- on his own foot: So then every ar 
: ee et KAT 

I £th or falleth. aH nom 

9 But this Seed of the woman was a 
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g a proper ſatisfaction to 
He was born of 4 woman, made Gal. iv. c. 
the tae, to redeem them - a <a 
under the lau, and We fy » John Be 
-ranſom for all to be teſtify d in . 0 
time; and is à propitiatiun for our nn,, © 
— — but for 1 a 

| world," i. e. to make atiAtone- 

ment for ſin, and to render God re- 
concilable to ſumers. And he is their 
common Advocate and Patron at the 

right hand of God, who repreſents their 

caſe, and recommends their Service to 


Cod; who is at the right ham of God, Rom. vil. 
who alſd maketh interceſſion for us. He 
is the one Mediator between God and men, 2 Tim. ii. 
in whoſe name we are to ask for every 5 
. bleſſing 
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bleſſing, and by whom we have acceſs 

1 God upon all occaſions. And he is 

the Head of his body the church; the 

vital, as well as the ruling Head; and all 

true believers are Members of his body, 

Eph. i. and Brenches of the true vine; and all 
is things will be gather'd together in one 

mm Chriſt, or ſummed up in him as 'a 
common Head. | * 
He is repreſented as the Head of the 
ſpiritual Seed, as Adam was of the natus 
kal, and who communicates a beneficial 
influence to his Seed, as Adam did a 
malignant one. So the Apoſtle makes 

Rom. v. Adam a Figure or Type of him who was 
14 70 come. And Chriſt: is the principle 

. . of juſtification and life, as Adam was 
of condemnation and death, tho' with 

. „ of peculiar advantage 
Rom. v. As by the offence of one, judgment came 
18, 19. 4 — on even ſo 
the righteouſneſs of. one, the free - 
ift came upon all to juſtification of 
fe: And as by one man's diſobedience, 
many are made ſinners; ſo by the obe- 
dience of one, many are made righteous. 

All true believers in Chriſt are deliver d 

from the condemnation and death of 

the fall, and brought into a ſtate of ac- 
ceptance with God, and reſtored to im- 
mortal life, by his right 


\ obedience, And the Apoſtle * 
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him, as the principle of the reſurrection, 


as Adam was of mortality to the fallen 
race: Since by 


0 


man came death, by 1 Cor. xr. 


man came alſo the reſurrection from the, 2% 


dead; and as in Adam all died, ſo in 
Chriſt ſbatl all be made alive. And they 
are diſtinguiſh'd upon this account, as 
the firſt and laſt Adam: ving foul, 1 man 


as the moſt eminent and excellent of all 
the ſeed, but as a Repreſentative and 


Head, through whom we are to att, and 
in whom we are comprehended. 


II. The thing aſſerted with refertence 
to both, or the Enmity which is here ſaid 
to be between them: I will put enmity 
between thee and the womam, and be- 
tween thy ſeed and her ſeed. He has 
appointed and order'd it ſo, and has ſet- 


tled this diſpoſition of one to another. 


This is literally true in the naturab ſenſe; 
there is an enmity between ſerpents 
and the human race, and they mutually 


ſhun and hurt one another: but this is 


moſt conſiderable, as referred to the two 
Heads, repreſented by theſe Terms; and 
in the ſpiritual ſenſe, i. e. between the 


old ſerpent the Devil, and Chriſt the 


Veel of the Woman, and their reſpective 
C ſceds 
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ſceds under them, and there is a double 
camity berween them. 

1. There is an enmity of Nature, 
and a direct contrariety and oppoſition 
in the great principles and proper tem- 

per of their mind. Thus with reſpect 

to himſelf, the ſeed of the woman is 

of ſpotlets purity and holineſs: He is 

the Haly one of God, immaculate in his 

conception and make, without the leaſt 

ſtain of ſin, or the common contagion 

of our nature. And there was no actual 

ſin, or any diſorder of life; he hem 

' #0 /in, and was without ſin. Particu- 
larly there was no falſhood or deceit, 

for he was the Truth; the Amen, the 
faithful witneſs ; he did no fin, neither 

War guile found in his mouth. "Tis the 
higheſt contradiction to his nature, and 

what he has the ſtrongeſt averſion to. 

But the old ſerpent is an impure” and 
wnclean ſpirit z of the fouleſt d ity; 

an odious and hateful being. So we 

2Pet.i. read of the Angels who: ſinned, and kept 
as their firſt ſtate. The condemma- 

ion of the Devil was, that he was \puf- 

fed. up with pride, or ſwelled with un- 
duc aſpirations and ambition of mind. 

And we find the Serpent beguiled Eve 
thro his ſubtilty, or — cunning: 

And our Lord tells us of him, He abode 

not in the truth, 2 there is ma 
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truth in him. - When he ſpeaketh a lie Ich. viii. 


9 h of his own ; for he is a lyar, 


the venome of | ſin, and 'tis become 
his very temper and conſtitution. 
And then the feed of the woman, 


benignity and goodneſs. » Goodneſs is 
the ſtrongeſt propenſity of his nature, 
and the exerciſe of it the higheſt de- 
light. We find God Mill towards man, 
proclaimed by Angels at his birth: And 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks of the Phylazthropy, 


or Love of God our Saviour towards Tit. iii.. 


man. He went about doing good, as the 
proper buſineſs of his life, and the great 
deſign of his coming into the world. 
He is repreſented as a merciſul as well 
as faithful high prieſt, and as touched 
with the feelmg of our infirmities : He 
is of a tender and compaſſtonate nature, 
and always diſpoſed to do good. His 
Heart is full of kindneſs and good- will 
to man: He'is the great lover of Sonls, 
and friend of ſinners. On the other 
hand, the Devil is malignant and cruel, 
the great enemy and hater of mankind, 
who envies their happineſs, and is bent 


upon their ruin; full of deadly malice, | 
and implacable tage. He is a murderer 
from the beginning, as well as a Har; 


and repreſented by the great Dragon, as 
* 8 well 


the father of it. He is ſtained with 


with reſpe& to ws, is of the greateſt 
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well as the od Ser He deſigned 
the ruin of the whole race in the head 
and root of it, and endeavoured to 
poiſon the fountain head. Malignity 
and miſchief is his nature and delight : 
Acts xiii. This is implied in the expreſſion ; O full 
1 of all ſubtilty and miſthief, thou child 
of the Devil. | 
2. In their J/ork and Deſign. They 
act agrecably to their reſpective nature, 
and the great principles of their con- 
ſtitution. Thus the deſign of Chriſt is 
to recover fallen man from a ſtate of 
lin and wrath, agrecably to the purity 
and goodneſs of his nature. He came 
to ſave his people from their ſms, and 
to deliver from the wrath to come; to 
recover them from the condemnation 
of the divine law, and reſtore them to 
a ſtate of juſtification and favour ; and 
to recover the integrity of nature which 
they loſt by the fall, and renew them 
efter the image of God, in which they 
were created. In one word, to bring 
them back to their former friendſhip 
with God, and reſtore their loſt happi- 
eels in the enjoyment of him. 
But the deſign of the Devil is direct- 
ly contrary : To keep men under the 
power of ſin, and increaſe their guilt : 
He works in the children of 1 
and leads them captive at bis pleaſure. He 
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inſpires their heart with hatred and op- 
ſition to real holineſs, and cheriſhes 
and feeds the natural enmity of the car- 
nal mind: And by this means keeps them 
at the greateſt diſtance from God, the 
chiefeſt good, and ſets them in the ſtrong- 
cſt oppoſition to him. Thus he works 
their ruin, and murders their ſouls : He 
is a roaring lion, who goes about ſeek-" N 27 
ing whom be may devour. There is a 
direct oppoſition between theſe two, and 
they eontradict each other like light and 
darkneſs ; What fellowſhip hath righ- 2 Cor. vis 
reouſneſs with unrighteouſneſs ? What '* 
communion hath light with darkneſs? 
And what concord hath Chriſt with Be- 
lial > The one is the Saviour and Ne- 
deemer of men; the other is Apollion, 
the deſtroyer of ſouls. . 
And there is the ſame enmity between 
the two Seeds of theſe two Heads; be- 
tween thee and the woman, and between 
thy ſeed and her ſeed. This appear in 
the different temper of their minds, 
and their oppoſition to one another; 
for they bear the temper of their re- 
ſpective Heads, and act accordingly un- 
der them. This was remarkable in the 
firſt Inſtance of oppoſition; not as Cain x Joh. lit, 
who was of that wicked one, and 124 
his brother: And wherefore ſlew he him? 
becauſe his own works were evil, and 
a SY his 
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his. brather's. righteous. The contrariety 
of naturc produced a mortal oppoſition, 
And the ſame cauſes will always have 
the ſame effects: So the Apoſtle obſerves; 
Y ut then as be who was: 10 after the 


feſb, perſecuted him who was born 1755 


the ſpirit; even ſô it is now. 

III. The Conſequence of the Enmity 
on both ſides; or the particular inſtance 
of their oppoſition in a double conflict. 

F. 1. On the fide of the woman's 
ſeed: It ſhall bruiſe thy head. i. e. This 
eminent ſeed of the woman ſhall do 
fo by the old ſcrpent, The Head may 
be conſider d either as the ſcat of caum- 


el and wiſdom: We contrive with the 


Head, and exerciſe thought; agreably to 
this ſenſe we ute the expreſſion of a 


long headed man, for great natural pe- 


netration, and a deep inſight into things, 


This is proper to ſignify the policy and 
eunnmng of the Devil, or the ſubtilty of 
the old ſerpent by which he forms de- 
ſigns of miſchief, and beguiles the ſouls 
of men. Or elſe the Head may be con: 
ſidered as the ſcat of /zfe and action; 
the center of the animal ſpirits, and 
which directs all the members of the 
body, and all its motions. Tis that 
part of the body which is »wo/t honoura- 
1 and is often bo to fignify autho- 
ry 
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ty and influence: And fo 'tis proper to 


denote the  /frength and power of the 
Devil; the authority he exerciſes,” and 
his influence over the world. He has 
an empire in the fallen world partly 
as God's executioner, and ſo he is ſaid 
ro have the power of death; and part- 


ly by invaſion and uſurpation of his 


juſt rights to his creatures. Wicked 


men are in the power of the Devil; the 
whole world lies in wickedneſs, or in 
the wicked one: They are a combina- 
tion of rebels under the Devil the head 
of the apoſtacy. We are fallen into the 
hands of the Devil by our revolt from 
God, and he rules in the hearts of 
wicked men by their own conſent, So 
he is repreſented as having a Kingdom 
in this world, which is called the'K zng- 
dom of darkneſs, and the power of fa- 
tan; and he is ſtiled the ed of this 
world, as well as the prince of the pow- 
er of the air, and we read of The ru- 
lers of the darkneſs of this world; and 
he is ſaid to work in wicked men, ny 
lead them as he pleaſes. 1011 


Now when the ſeed of the woman 


is ſaid to bruiſe the ſerpent's head, the 
expreſſion plainly alludes to the Way 
of deſtroying ſerpents, by ſttiking at 


23 


their head; and is deſigned to ſignify. 


"_ vouquen and victory of Chriſt over 
C 4 the 
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the Devil, and the deſtrution of his 
Kingdom in the world. And this is 
done two ways. 

I. By the merit of the croſs.” He has 
acquired a nc right to the fallen world 
by his -dcath, and recovered it out of 
the power of the Devil by the purchaſe 
of his blood. He conquered by dying, 
and roſe a victor from the grave: For 

Rom. ix. he therefore died and 7 e and revived, 
” that be might be lord of the living, and 
Heb. ii. of the dead: And thro death deſtroy- 
14. ed him who had the power of death, 
that is, the Devil. And the Apoſtle 
repreſents it in terms alluding to tho 
Roman triumphs after a victory: Hau- 
Colii.15. ng ſpoiled principalities and powers, 
be made a ſhew of them openly, triumph- 
ing over them in it, i. e. in his croſs: 
He ſpoiled them of their uſurped Do- 
minion, and expoſed them to open ſhame 
he dragg d them as captives in publick 
triumph at his chariots Wheels 

He defeated the great plot and con- 
trivance of the Devil, to ruin the world 
by his meritorious ſufferings and death; 
and by the great atonement and propi - 
tiation for ſin, has rendered God recon- 
cilable to ſinners, and laid a: founda- 

Col. i. 20, tion of their hope, So he has made 
* peace by the blood of the croſs ; and 
a. us in the me of his fleſb — 

death, 
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death. Whereas the Devils deſign was 
to break all friend{hip and intercourle 
between God and man, and ſet them 
at a perpetual diſtance from one ano- 
ther: He has made up the breach which 
ſin had made between them, and brought 
them into a ſtate of peace, And he 
has conſecrated a new and living way Heb. 2. 
thro the weil of his fleſh, for ſinners ** 
acceſs to God with boldneſs, and free 
converſe and gracious acceptance with \ 
2. By the excrciſe of his authority 
and power. He exerciſes a dominion 
over the fallen world, to which he has 
acquired a Right both in the — 
of providence and grace. For all 
is given to him in Heaven and — 
and he is Lord of all. 
He has dethroned the prince of dark- 
neſs, and caſt him down from his em- 
pire, which had ſo long prevailed in the 
idolatry and wickedneſs of the world; 
and has ſet up a kingdom in this world 
oppoſite to that of the Devil, which is 
called the Kingdom of his dear Jon, or Col.i. 12, 
the diſpenſation of goſpel grace. So 
tis 5 the ſpirit _ 3 the john xi. 
' world" 6 judgment cauſe t mee 11. 
2 World is judged, — e. of judg- 
ment upon OY and that he is con- 


{av and overcame, The . 
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of the goſpel diſpoſſeſſed ſatan of the 


hearts of men, and deſtroyed his power 


in the world. S0 again; new is the 
judgment of this world, Now ſball the 


22 xii. Prince of "this world be caſt out. The 


cauſe of man againſt ſatan ſhall be brought 
to trial; and whercas he dominered 


and triumphed in the ruins and deſo- 


Luke x. 
18. 


wah eſt advancement and glory, ſo falling 
from heaven, or being thruſt 


9 4 


Me "gh 


and power, and the loweſt degradation. 


lation of the fallen world; ir ſhall be 
in a great meaſure delivered from his ty- 
rannical uſurpation. The prince of this 
world ſhall be condemned upon a. fair 
trial, and caſt out of his dominion 3 
expelled from the temples and altars of 
the heathen world, where he was ſo 
long worſhipped ; and from the bodies 
of men which he poſſeſſed and afflited 
with - diſcaſes; and from the ſouls of 


men in which he ——— and r e 


oy ſin. 

Tis a rexivetable expreifion of our 

— to this 12 I behold ſatan as 

45 htning fall from heaven. As the 
ifting up to heaven ſigniſies the high- 


down to 
hell, ſignifies the loſs of former glory 


So the deceaſed Kings are repreſented 
meeting the dethroned king of » or 
and ſaying, How art thou {emo 
— 0 Lucifer, Son of 4 


* 
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Thus the expreſſion is proper to ſignify 
the ſudden downfal of the Devil's king: 
dom, by the mighty prevalence of the 
goſpel in the world: He loſt his power 
and dominion in a ſhort time, and in a 
viſible manner, by the converſion: of a 
great part of the world by the miniſtry © 
and miracles 455 Yo er IJ it fol · 
lows; For t ball tread on fx 193% 
and ſcorpions, and on all the - of 
the enemy; and the ſpirits were ſubjerr 
to hem. Ak. wo al) 

And he rules in the hearts of men bx 
his ſpirit, ſubduing the power of ſin, 
and gaining their conſent: He makes 
them a willing people in the day of his 
power; and they are turned from dart 


4 


neſs unto light, and from the power of 


ſatan unto Cod; and arc deliverea from 
the 7 of ſatan, and tramſlated in- 
to the kingdom of bis dear Son. He 
diſpoſſeſſes the /frong man armed, and 
takes poſſeſſion of their ſouls 5 and de- 
livers captive ſouls from the ſlavery of 
the Devil, and the bondage of; corrup» 
tion, and makes them free indeed. 
 And-as he reſtrains and controul | the 
power of the Devil, and he cannot ſtit 
without his leave, ot go beyond his com · 
miſſion: He is held in chains of danks 
eſs; ſo he will utterly deſttoy the De- 
vil's kingdom, at laſt, and triumph mw 
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1 Cor. xv. all his power; for he muſt reign till he 
*% *3* has brought all enemies xs, oh feet, 


and all things ſball be ſubdued to him. 
The laſt enemy which ſhall be deſtroyed 
is death, and he will deſtroy him who 


Heb. ii. had the power of death, that is, the 


14 · 


17. 


Devil. Then he will tread ſatan under 
the feet of his ſaints, and make them 
triumph in Chriſt, and be more than con- 
querors thro' him who loved them. 

F. 2. On the ſide of the ſerpent ; thou 
ſhalt bruiſe his heel. The ſerpent ſhall 
bruiſe the heel of the woman's ſeed. 
By the heel we may underſtand either 
the human nature of Chriſt; the heel 
is the lower and hinder part of the foot, 


and moſt expoſed to the biting of ſer- 
Gen. xx. pents : And Dan ſball be a ſerpent 


the way, and an adder m the path, 
which biteth the horſes heel, ſo that 
his rider ſball fall back. It was by his 
human nature which was the loweſt and 
meaneſt part of his perſon, in which he 
tread upon Earth, and was viſible to men; 
and by this only he lay expoſed to dan- 
ger and was capable of receiving hurt; 
particular his human fleſh in which he 
appeared, and was made maniſeſt. Or 
elſe we may underſtand his members; the 
whole collection of ſincere believers 


make up the myſtical body of Chriſt : 


They arc united to him by faith and by 
_” the 


* Ay WT 
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the ſpirit; and he is their lord and head, 
as the Devil is of the apoſtate race. They 
arc joined to the lord by one ſpirit ; and the 


Apoſtle ſays, Te are the body of Chriſt," 


and members in particular, and we are 
members of his body, of his fleſb; and 
of his bone. He owns the neareſt re- 
lation to them, and reſents the tendereſt 
ſenſe of all the injuries, and all the 
kindneſs which is ſhewn them : He cried 
from heaven to Saul, Why perſecuteſt 
thou me? and will fay at laſt, for as much 


2 


Cor. xii, 
22. 


as ye did it to one of the leaſt of theſe my Mat. xv. 


brethren, ye did it unto me. And he 
who gives a cup of cold water only in 
the name of a diſciple, ſball in no wiſe 
loſe his reward. | 

Now by the Devil's bru;/azg the heel 
of Chriſt, we may underſtand, according 
to this double reference, cither. 

1. The ſufferings of his perſon; the 
trials and afflictions of his ſoul, when 
he was tempted of the Devil in thewil- 
derneſs, and grieved with the vile ſug- 
geſtions of that impure ſpiritz and was 
excrciſed with the uncaſy paſſions of 
ſorrow and anger, and fear. And all 
the injuries and violence of his bodily 


nature, the contradiction of enraged fin- 


ners which he endured againſt himſelf, 
when he was ſpit upon, ſmitten with the 
palm of the hand, ſcourged with thongs, 

crowned 


45. 


X. 42. 
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crowned” with thorns, pierced with a 

ſpear, and at laſt nailed to the croſs, and 

by wicked hands criicified and ſlain. So 

122. li. 3. he was wonnded for our tranſpreſſions, 
and bruiſed for our Iniquities, the chaſtiſe- 
ment of our peace was upon him, and by 

His ſtripes we are healed. | 

The Devil was the prime agent, and 

had a principal head in all the ſufferings 

he underwent, cven where men were 

made the inſtruments of them. He in- 
fluenced and excited the minds of men, as 

he entered into Fudus when he betrayed 
him; and inſtigated the ſcribes and pha- 

riſecs to all the actions of unkindneſs 

and crucity towards him. The Devil 

had a commmiſſion, as he had over 70. 

not only to touch his bone and his fleſh, 

but to deſtroy his life; and he reeked 

his bloody malice againſt the human 

nature of the bleſſed redeemer. Or, 

2. The perſecutions of the church. 

The Devil ſtirs up the enmity of his ſeed, 

and infpires them with rage, when they 

Adds is. 1. breath out threatnings and laughter 
againſt the diſcipies of the lord; and 
perſecute them without meaſure, and un- 

to death thro' open malice or miſtaken 
Rev. ii. 10. zeal. The Devil caſt ſome of them into 
priſon, and they had tribulation ten 
Days; referring to the long g perſecutions 


under the Roman empcrors, in the early 
ages 
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ages of chriſtianity. And he has kept 
up a conſtant oppoſition ever ſince in 
cvery age. Tis a ſtanding rule, tho” 
with varicty and latitude, as to meaſures 
and degrees; that they who are born af- 
ter the fleſh, perſecute them Who are 
born after the ſpirit; and all who live 


godly in Chriſt Jeſus, muſt ſuffer per- 
ſecution. This is myſtically repreſented” 


in the Book of the Revelations ;. when'Chip xii. 


the Dragon ſaw he was caſt 
earth, he perſecuted the woman which 


unto the 3» 


brought forth the man-child : And the 17+ 


Serpent caſt out of his mouth water, as 
a flood, after the woman, that he might 
cauſe her to be carried away of the flood. 
And the Dragon was wrath with the 
woman, and went to make war with the 
Remnant of her ſeed, who keep the com- 
mandments of the Lord, and have the 
teſtimony of Jeſus. 

In this ſenſe he has bruiſed the heel * of 
the woman's ſeed all along, and in ſome 
places, cruſhed it down to the carth ; 
tho the gates of hell ſhall never pre- 
vail againſt it, or root it out of the 
world. « And, 


7" 


— 
— 


it a peculiar thi” ingenious Conceit of Mr. Jol. 
Mede, to underſtand by the Heel, hypocritical Members 
of the Chriſtian Church, againſt whom the Devil prevails, 
and by whom he annoys the reſt of the Body. Or the Bo- 
dies of deceaſed Saints which remain for ſome time under 
the Power ef Deathe "Works, p« 237. 
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« And, O thou bleſſed ſeed of the 
« woman, who cendeſccndedſt to be- 
ce come a man, and didſt not diſdain the 
0 Virgin's womb; preſerve us from all 
cc the contrivance and power of the 
« Devil, and all his feed; that they may 
« never prevail to draw us into ſin, or 
« work our ruin. Let the head of the 
« ſerpent be more effectually cruſhed, 
« and his intereſt reduced and deſtroyed 
< in the world; and the perſecuted 
« church be revived and reſtored, and 
<* the buſh preſerved in the midſt of the 
« flame.” | 

I ſhall reſerve the Application to the 
cloſe of the next Diſcourſe. 


— 


Of the Seed of the Voman. 
r ae 


Geneſis iii. 1 5. 


And I will put enmity between thee 
and the woman, — between thy 
ſeed, and her ſeed: It ſhall bruiſe thy 
head, and thou ſhalt bruiſe his heel. 


Have altcady conſidered 
the Matter of this Pro- 
miſe, and opened the 
meaning of the ſeveral 
parts of which it conſiſts, 
and the expreſſions made 


uſe of in it, vis. The 


patries ſpoken of; the ſerpent and wo- 

man, and their reſpective ſeeds: The 

thing aſſerted with reference to both, 
D 


or 
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orthe enmity which is put between them; 
and the conſequence of that enmity on 
both ſides, in a doudle conflict; it ſball 
bruiſe thy head, and thou ſbalt bruiſe his. 
heel. 

I am now to take another view of the 
words, and conſider the Form of them; 
or the ſeveral circumſtances and rela- 
tions in which they ſtand ; and this will 
ſerve at once to give further light to 
this matter, and yield freſh inſtruction to 
us. I ſhall conſider this in the follow- 

Obſervations and Remarks. 

5. I, It was the firſ# promiſe ever made 
to mankind, and upon record in the 
word of God. The Apoſtle ſpeaks of 
exceeding great and precious promiſes ; 
there ate many gracious promiles in the 
word of God, of various bleſſings, and 
upon different occaſions ; but this was 
the firſt and fountain promiſe ; this was 
the firſt time God ever made an explicite 
promiſe to his creatures, and the firſt in- 


ſtance recorded in the Scripture, Tis 


true, in the ſtate of innocent nature, and 
in God's firſt tranſactions with man; he 
gave him a poſitive law, over and above 
the Jaw of nature; and particularly for- 
bad him to tat of the tree of knowledge 
of good und evil, and that was enforced 
= the | higheſt penalty: In the day 
thou cateſt there ihou Fg Ayr. 


Here 


Meſſiah the Seel of the Women, 33 
Here was an expreſs threatning to guard 
the obſervance of the divine prohibition, 
and tis reaſonably. to ſuppoſe, that the 
promiſe of the contrary bleſſing was im- 
plied; 2, e. © That ſif he continued inno- 
« cent and obedient he ſhould live,” But 
it was only implied in the threatning, 
and leſt to be collected from the reaſon 
of 2 caſe: There was no expreſs pro- 
mie. 2 Fg r 

This promiſe of the ſeed of the wo- 
man was the firſt cxplicite: promiſe, or 
direct and politive hgnitication of his 
gracious will; the firſt oyert act of di- 
vine mercy, and the firſt breathing of the 
kindnels and good-will of God towards 
man. And this was wiſely ordered; for 
that was moſt fit to be the firſt promile, 
Which was the foundation to all the reſt, 
and on which all the others were to de- 
pend. The promiſe of Chriſt himſelf is 
firſt in the order of nature, in whom all 
the promiſes of Cad are yea and amen. 
"Tis conſiderable, as the Apoſtle obſerves 
concerning the fifth commandment, hat 
tis the firſt commandment with promiſe, 
the firſt explicite promiſe annexed to any 
of the commandments ; ſo the promiſe of 
Chriſt was the firſt promite made to man, 
and ſtands in the order of nature, as well 
as. of time, before all the reſt 3 and takes 

BW D 2 a place 
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place, and has the precedency of every 
other gracious ptomiſe of God. | 

F. 2. It was a promiſe made immedi- 

ately upon the fall. We read in a forc- 

4. going verſe, NN ent ſaid to the woman 


ye ſball not ſurely ate, 4 God doth know 

in the day you eat thereof that your eyes 
ſhall be opened, and ye ſball be as gods, 
knowing good and evil. This was a temp- 
tation fitted to the intellectual nature, 

and taken from the hopes of increaſing 
their knowledge. And in another verſe, 

6. Ml hen the woman ſaw that the tree was 
good for food, and pleaſant to the eye, 

as well as to be deſired to make one wiſe ; 

ſhe took of the fruit thereof and did eat; 
and gave alſo to her husband with her, and 

he 7d eat. Here was a temptation fit- 

ted to the ſenſual nature, and the grati- 
fication of the - bodily ſenſes, the taſte 
and the ſight. They were allured by the 
proſpect of wiſdom and pleaſure, the two 
powerful baits to human nature; and 
both were ſharers in the guilt who had 
been partners of the innocent and hap- 

py ſtate, and partakers. of the bounty of 

z. the creator. And we read, The eyes 
of them both were opened, and they knew 
they were naked, and ſewed fig leaves, 

im. and made aprons, And a little after, J 
was afrat becauſe I was naked, and hid 
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my ſelf. They were conſcious of guilt, 
and firſt aſhamed, and then afraid. 
Now this promiſe of the ſeed of the 
woman was given to man in theſe cir- 
cumſtances; that is, after the breach of 
the law of God, and his becoming a ſin- 
ner. It was a promiſe not of favour to 
an innocent creature, like that implied 
in the original threatning ; but a promiſe 
of mercy to a ſinful creature, It was a 
gracious ſignification of the divine will 
to fallen man, who was now become 
obnoxious to the curſe, and fallen under 
the divine diſpleaſure; ſo it was the firſt 
act of grace, ot exerciſe and eſſay of free 
mercy to the loſt world. And it was 
made immediately upon the fall; for tis 
ſaid, They heard the voice of the Lord 
God walking in the garden, in the cool 
of the day; and Adam and his wife hid 
themſelves from the preſence of the Lord. 
It is probable, it was the evening of that 
day in which he fell: He did not ſuffer 
him to continue in this deplorable cir- 
cumſtance, under the forfciture of all 
his bleſſings, and liable to the threatned 
curſe, without interpoſing in his fayour. 
What a dark and gloomy: interval was 
this between the actual eating the forbid- 
den fruit, and God's appearing to him in 
the cool of the day. What muſt he be 
ſuppoſed to think of himſelf in this con. 
= I” dition, 
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dition? What change did he feel in his 
own mind Inſtead of the former clearneſ$ 
and calmneſs of mind, how many anxious 


and doubtful thoughts; inftcad of perfect 


ſerenity and joy, how many reſtleſs and 
uneaſy paſſions riſing up: What ſenſe of 
ſhame, what boding of fear, what ter- 
ror and diſpair? How different were all 
the apprehenſions and ſenſations of his 
mind from what they had always been 
before. The former clcarneſs and bright- 
neſs of the heavens were over caſt, and 
ſucceeded by a cloudy and tempeſtuous 
ſeaſon. Now the glory was departed from 
him, and the garden of Eden became as 
a deſolate wilderneſs. He had loſt the 
confidence of integrity, and the com- 
fortable ſenſe of the divine favour, and 
had no longer any reliſh-in the. comforts 
of life about him. He was overwhelmed 
with confuſion and ſurprize, and waited 
with trembling concern the dreadful 
doom, and the doubtful event. 

In this circumſtance and fituation of 
things, God gave him this gracious pro- 
miſez and interpoſed in this extremity 
with this intimation of favour.” This 
rendereg.it the moſt wile and ſeaſonable 
mercy which was ever ſhewn. When 
he ſtood upon the brink of ruin, and 
under the deepeſt diſtreſs of mind, and 
was juſt ready to diſpair and periſn at 


the 
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the fame time, hc received a reprieve of 
mercy; A Ray of light broke thro the 
black cloud, which at once enlightened 
and revived his ſoul. | 

F. 3. It was a promiſe made direct y 
to Adam, as thę head of the fallen race. 
This appears plainly from the context: 
The Lord God called to Adam, and ſaid 
fo him, where art thou ? He calls for 
Adam, as the perſon to whom the di- 
vine command was expreſly given: The 
Lord God commanded the man, ſaying, 
of every tree of the garden thou may ft 
freely eat, but of the tree of knowledge, 
&c. He gave him the right and uſe 
of all'the trees of the garden, with only 
a"fingle prohibition. Now God came to 
cnquire after him, as the perſon peculiar- 
ly entruſted and favonred; and upon this 


enquiry, he is led to drop this gracious 
promiſe. , | 


It was properly made to our firſt Pa- 
rents, as the perſons directly and imme- 
diately concerned: And Adam muſt be 
conſidered here as the head of the fal- 
len race; ſnot only as the firſt apoſtate 
from God in this lower world, but 
the root of the apoſtacy. So the Apoſtle 
repreſents him when he ſays, In Adam 
all died; and death reigned from Adam 
to Moſes; and thro the offence of one 
many are dead, and death came upon alt 
* 4 men 
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Rom. v. wen to candemnation; and by one man's 

14, 15. diſobedience many are made ſinners. He 
was the common head, and the natural 
root of the whole apoſtate race. Man- 
kind deſcending from his loins, partake 
of his nature, and ſhare in his condition, 
and are ſubject to the ſame forfcitures 
and penalties with himſelf. 

Now this promiſe was made to Adam 
under this conſideration of him, as the 
Repreſentative of mankind, and con- 
taining the whole human nature in him; 
and tho made perſonally. to Adam was 
not confined to Adam's perſon, but ex- 
tended to the whole apoſtate race, or na- 
tural ſeed of Adam. This is plainly in- 
timated here, where we read of the Mo- 
man and her Seed, including all her na- 
tural ſeed. The bleſſing of the promiſe 
reached as far as the threatned curſe, which 
plainly affected his whole poſterity; nor 
could it otherwiſe be an adequate relief. 
The promiſe of the Meſſiah was not con- 
fined to any part of the fallen race, os 
any particular nation of men; but was 
made to mankind in the perſon of Adam 
their common head. 

This was the riſe and ſpring of divine 
mercy to the loſt world; and all the af- 
ter diſcoveries of divine favour which 
belonged to any branch of the human 
race, and diſtinguiſhed them from os 
5 T 
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reſt of the world, as the peculiar” privi- 
ledges to the ſeed of Abraham ; did not 
weaken, much leſs ſet aſide the common 
mercy to the fallen race, or the promiſe 
of the woman's ſeed. As the Apoſtle 
ſays of the law of Moſes, with reſpect 
to the promiſe made to Abraham: And 
this ¶ ſay the covenant which was confirms 
ed of Ged in Chriſt, the law which was 430 
years after cannot diſannul, that it ſhould 
make the promiſe of none effett ; lo we 
may argue with greater advantage : That 
the covenant made with Abraham of pc- 
culiar bleſſings to his ſeed, could not 
diſannul the promiſe of the woman's ſeed, 
which was made to all mankind about twWo 
thouſand year before. This is a ſtanding 
promiſe, and in full force to all the ſeed 
of Adam, thro' all the generations of 
the world. And of this 7% and his 
three friends, who were probably cotem- 
porary with Abraham, tho' they ſeem to 
have been famous men among the. gen- 
tile world, and not of his peculiar ſced; 
were remarkable inſtances; who were not- 
withſtanding great examples of wiſdom 
and picty, and in a ſtate of favour and 
acceptance with Gd. Aer 
And tis very obſervable to this pur- 
poſe, that God renewed his covenant 
with mankind in the perſon of Noah, 
immediately after the flood, We — 
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Gen. viii. that Noah built an altar, and offered 
RL 0 burnt offerings 3 and the Lord ſmelled 4 

ſweet ſavour or gave him a token of ac- 

ceptance. And in the next chapter he 

tells him; And I behold ] eſtabliſb my 
f covenant with You, and wit your feed 
after you : The whole ſeed of Noah as 
another head of mankind. And he ap- 
pointed a bow in the cloud as a token 
of the covenant, which was a common 
ſign to all nations and ages of men: This 
is the token of the covenant which I have 
eſtabliſhed between me and all fleſh, which 
is upon earth. So that here was a foun- 
dation laid for the hope of mercy not 
only immediately upon the fall, bur to 
the whole fallen race. Ircmark again: 

F. 4. That this was an abſolute, not a 
conditional promiſe. This is à diftinc- 
tion to be obſerved here; the difference 
between them lies thus: An abſolute 
promiſe is a declaration of the gracious 
will of God concerning benefits, when 
nothing is required on our part in order 
to it: Tis properly God's act, and is not 
ſuſpended upon any act of ours; and 
tells us what God will do in a way of 
tayour, not what he requires of us. But 
a conditional promiſe is a declaration of 
mercy upon certain terms, and which al- 


17. 


tho by the help of divine grace, in or- 
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der to an actual right and poſſeſſion of 
the promiſed bleſſing. The whole be- 
nefits is ſuſpended upon the performance 
of the duty required; ſo that upon our 
ſincere compliance, we have an imme- 
diatc right, and during our negle&t and 
refuſal, we have no tight to the bleſſings 


of the promiſe, The condition of the 


promile is ſometimes only implied, and 
ſometimes expreſſed, and that in various 


ways; ſometimes by direct aſſertions, as, 


be who believeth ſhall be ſaved, and he 


who believeth not ſhall be damned: Re- 


pent and be converted, that your ſins may 
be blotted out. Sometimes by negative 
excluſions; except ye repent, ye ſhall all 
likewiſe periſh : II waſh thee not, thou 
haſt no part in me. Sometimes by pro- 
per — terms; of ye believe nat 
that I am be, ye ſball die in your ſms: 

If thou 0 all thy heart, chou 


may jt. 


ſort ; tis an abſolute promile or politive 
fignification of the divine will concern- 
ing benefits, without any condition re- 
quired on our part; and is not ſuſpended 
on any act of ours. Tis a declaration 
only of what he will do, independent 
on any thing required of us; ox of that 
faith and repentance which are required 
id che gotpe! covenant to an actual in“ 


Now this promile is of the former 
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tereſt in Chriſt, and benefit by him. The 
promiſe of the ſeed of the woman was 
an act of free favour, and ſovereign grace 
to the loſt world, and in order to the 
recovery of it; and ſo we find it every 
where reſolved into the /ove of God, and 
the good will an _—_—_ of God; God 
1 nd the world that he gave his only 
| Rom, v. begotten Son: But God commended his 
8. love to us, that when we were yet fim- 
Eph.i.11, cr, Chriſt died for us: In this was 
manifeſted the love of God toward us, 
_ that God ſent his begotten Jon into 
the world. And we read of the pyr- 
_ poſe and counſel of his will, and of the 
u * Eindneſs and love of God toward man, 
The giving of Chriſt to the world depen- 
ded upon the free favour of God, and 
ſprung entirely from it, and ſtands whol- 
ly excluſive not only of all pretence to 
merit and deſert in the creature ; but of 
all conditions on our part, or any point. 
of duty required from us. There was 
nothing but guilt and miſery on our 
part; and kindneſs and compaſſion on 
God's part : Nothing to excite his love 
but his own love. This was the firſt 
ſpring of the whole motion, and the 
laſt reaſon which can be aſligned of it; 
from whence it took its riſe, and into 
which it muſt be finally reſolved *. Ot 


| al ide Demonſtration of tbe Meſſiah. Vol. ut, 


Meſſiah the Seed of the Woman. 45 
Of this kind ate thoſe promiſes in the 
prophet; Then will I ſprinkle clean wa- 
ter upon you, and you ſball be clean . ſer. xxxii, 
a new heart alſo will I give you, anda 
new ſpirit will I put within you, and I 
will take away the ſtony heart out of your 
fleſb, and I will give youa heart of fleſb ; 
and 1 will put my ſpirit within you, and 
cauſe you to walk in my ſtatutes : Which 
arc abſolute indefinite promiſes not made 
to any particular perſons, but to the 
chriſtian church; and which are expreſ- 
five of the gracious purpole of God, and 
of effects to be produced in the proper 
ſeaſon, and in the appointed way. 
F. 5. It was a promiſe couched in the 
ſerpent's curſe. This appears by the im- 
mediate connection of the words: The 
Lord God ſaid unto the ſerpent, becauſe 
thou haſt done this, thou art curſed above 
all cattle, and above every beaſt of the 
field: Upon thy belly ſbalt thou go, and 
duſt ſhah: thou eat all the days of thy life: 
And then it follows; and I will put en- 
mity between thee and the woman, and 
between thy ſeed and her ſeed, &c. And 
in v. 16. And to the woman, he ſaid, I 
will greatly multiply thy ſorrow. ' This 
great promiſe is introduced in the midſt 
of curſes, and is not only connected with 
the ſerpent's curſe, but made a part of it. 
The Deyil made uſe of the ſerpent in ſe- 
5 wy | * ducing. 
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ducing our firſt parents, and this curſe 


under the weight of his own guilt, or 
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was brought upon the ſerpent as the in- 
ſtrument of their ſeduction. And while 
God was dcnouncing this curſe upon the 
ſerpent, he dropt this intimation of mer- 
cy, and gave the firſt notice of the great - 
eſt bleſſing to the loſt world. The threat- 
ning of ruin and deſtruction to the in- 
rereſt and kingdom of the Devil, involved 
in it the promiſe of mercy, and reco- 
very to fallen man. This was the plain 
And this was every way agrecable to 
the merciful nature of the blefied God, 
and the whole courſe of his dealing with 
fallen man. He bleſſed while he was 
curſing, and in the midſt of fudgment re- 
membered mercy. The bruiſing the head 
of the ſerpent by the ſeed of the wo- 
man, was at the ſame time the ſevereſt part 


of the Devil's curic, and the greateſt blei- 


ſing to mankind. The threatning and 
promiſe went together, and at the lame. 
time our firſt parents heard the curſe de- 
nounced, they had the promulc of mer- 
cy given forth. 

And how wiſc and aer Was 
the conduct of the divine mercy, that he 
did not leave the ſinful creature to fink 


the terror of his -wrath : But in the 
— N mons 
Was 
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was denouncing of judgment, he gave 
an intimation of mercy, and laid a foun- 
dation for his hope: When he was re- 
venging the injury done the fallen crea- 
tion upon the head of the ſerpent, he de- 
clarcd his purpoſe of tnercy to fallen man, 


and ere an oppoſite kingdom to that 


of the Devil's, which ſhould riſe and tri- 
umph in the ruin of it at length. Here 
was a gleam of light in the chickelt dark- 
neſs; a revival to his ſinking hope under 
the deepeſt diſtreſs; while he laboured 
under the ſenſe of guilt, and the fear of 
puniſhment, and there was yet no pro- 
miſe of a Saviour, or way of recovery 
made known; which was the peculiar 
circumſtance of our firſt parents at this 
time. And how wile a diſplay of mercy 
was this; how ſcaſonable a kindneis to 
the guilty creature? But this lcads to ano- 
ther remark. 

F. 6. That this promiſe was deſigned 


for the relief of the fallen creature, and 


to encourage and ſupport him 
under the miſeries of his fall. We are 
now to conſider mankind as fallen and 
brought under the curſe: The inſtant he 
broke the law of God, he forfeited the 
fayour of God, and loſt the happy pri- 
vilege of his innocent ſtate. He became 
immediately ſenſible of his condition; 


for he was afraid and hide himſelf: He 
trembled 


95 
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trembled at the preſence of an offended 
God, and fear'd the ſight of him: The 
voice of the Lord in the cool of the 
day ſtruck him with conſcious terror and 


amazing dread. He now heard the ſen- 
tence of the broken law denounced upon 


him; I will greatly multiply thy ſorrow : 


Curſed is the ground for 25 Duſt 
— art, and — 40 — wb return. 
And what a — —— muſt this 
be ſuppoſed to make in the temper of 
his mind, and in the real ſtate of his 
caſe; what uneaſy reflections upon what 


was paſt; what gloomy proſpetts of what 


was before him? 

Now this promiſe of the ſced of the 
woman was deſign'd for his relief, under 
the preſent miſery of his unhappy ſtate; 
and to yield him comfort and ſupport 
under the preſſurcs of guilt, and the pro- 
ſpects of ruin. And it was very proper 
for ſuch a purpoſe; for it carried a plain 
intimation, tho in a diſtant hint, of a 
deſign of mercy toward him; that God 
would not execute his law upon him to 
the utmoſt rigor, and the utter deſtruc- 
tion of his creature; and that in due 


time he would raiſe up a glorious per- 


ſon, who ſhould defeat the deſign of the 
Devil, deſtroy his uſurped power, and 
recover the Joſt creature. 


This 


imm a. 
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This was a ſeaſonable relief to his guilty 
mind under all the darkneſs: and diſtreſs 
of it; and was ſufficient to raiſe an hope 
of mercy, to abate the dread of his ſpi- 
rit, and prevent his utter diſpair. In the 
ſtrength of this encouragement he might 
yet addreſs himſelf to God as a merciful 
tho* an offended being; and keep up a 
courſe of daily converſe and humble de- 
pendence upon him. What could more 
powerfully induce him to the love of 
God, ox ſtrike his mind with grateful re- 
ſentments; what could be more proper 
to encourage his hope, or quicken his 
diligence and care to pleaſe him? How 
ſuitable was this to the circumſtance of 
his caſe, that God was reconcilable and 
converſible with ſinners, and had decla- 
red a deſign of his recovery and happi- 
neſs? And without this all intercourſe 
between God and the fallen creature muſt 
have ceaſed for ever; all hope of favour 
been loſt, and all indeavours to pleaſe 
him, utterly diſcouraged. t. 

N.. That this promiſe is of landing 
uſe to us, and improveable in the accom- 
pliſhment of it. The direct and imme- 
diate uſe of it was to the perſons to whom 
it was given, aud to the ſpecial caſe it 
particularly reſpected; that is, it was the 
great relief of our firſt parents under the 
ſad circumſtances of their fall. But that 
zeig E was 


2 - 


Meſſiah the Seed of the amen 49 


50 


a conſideration is this to raiſe our admi- 
ration of the divine being, and affect 
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was not all the uſe of it, and it was not 
confined to their caſe : It reſpeted the 
whole fallen race, and is of ſtanding uſe 

to us. It was the ground of the- 

faith and hope of good men for ſeveral 

ages of the world together; and the 
only explicite declaration of divine 
mercy to the loſt world till the times of 
Abraham. And the uſe and advantage 
of it will never ceaſe, and it will be al- 
ways improvable by us: For herein is a 
glorious diſplay of divine mercy; we 
may contemplate with holy wonder and 
delight the carly appearances of divine 
mercy to the loſt world, the firſt bud- 
dings of grace and favour toward ſinners 
the riſe and original of the gracious pro- 
miſes of God. All the after mercy ſhewn 
the loſt world, and every gracious pro- 
miſe of God, ſprings from this root, and 


is the fruit of this firſt promiſe; for if 


there had been no ſignification of the 
gracious will of God, no intimation of 
the ſeed of the woman; there had been 
no way opened for the exerciſe of di- 
vine mercy, or foundation of a fallen 


ſinner's hope. Then divine juſtice had 


immediately taken place, and the ſinner 
had utterly periſhed. And how proper 


our hearts with love to 5 How 
Eleaſant 
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pleaſant an entertainment to trace the 
divine mercy to the firſt riſe and fountain 
head of it; to view the ſpring of all 
our mercies, and the foundation of all 
our hopes. 

Beſides, we are now to conſider it 38 
a promiſe accompliſbed, the iced of the 
woman has appeared, and actually bruiſed 
the ſerpent's head; he has accompliſhed 
the great things here foretold, in all the 
circumſtances of them, and in a great de- 
gree ; and ſo tis a ſtanding inſtance of 
the divine faithfulneſs. We ſce in the 
accompliſhment of this firſt promiſe ſo 
many ages ago, the exactneſs of divine 
truth, and his never failing faithfulneſs; 
for tho from the time of this promiſe 
to the appearance of Chriſt was four thou- 
ſand years, yet there was no failure or 
— in the leaſt iota thro ſo long 
a track of time: God was not ſlack con- 
cerning his promiſe; but when the fulneſs 
of time was come, the exact time deſigned 
in the divine purpole, and foretold ſo 
long before; Cod ſent forth his Son made Gal. iv. 45 
of a woman, made under the law, to re- 
deem them who were ander the law. 
And ſhould we not make our own uſe of 
this, and improve it for the comfort of our 
ov ſouls, and encouragement of our faith? 
Should not every. ſerious review of this 
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merciful treatment of our firſt parents, af- 


fect our ſouls with the higheſt delight, and 


provoke our higheſt praiſe : < Blefſed be 
« God for the ſeed of the woman, for 
ce this excee eat and precious 

te miſe; nee oe Peru hw of all 
ce the mercy I enjoy, and all the hope I en- 
« tertain; which is the ſpring of ſo great 
« a conſolation, and the ground of fo 
firm a truſt in him. What reaſon have 
64 to rejoice in the divine mercy ſo 
te early diſcover'd to the loſt world; and 
« how fafely may I depend upon'every 
« gracious promiſe of God, when the 


.®l firtt promiſe was fo puncually. _ 


« filled.” 
I Hall cloſe the ſubject with ſome pris} 
tical Neflections upon the whole. 

1. We learn the goodneſs and wil 


| 468 of God in theremedy provided againſt 


the deſign of the Devil. The Devil de- 
ſigned che ruin of this lower creation, 
and rene accompliſhed its fall: The 

s who ſinmed and kept not their oum 
— conſpired together to bring 
us into the ſame condemnation with 


themſelves: The deſparate attempt was 


for advanced, and like to take effect; we 
were brought within a ſtep of ruin, and 
under a deplorable circumſtance. What 
was the condition of the fallen creature 


during this period; how frightful-and 
ASI i Þ-4% =. amazing 
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amazing the ſcene, after his actual fall, 
and before the promiſe was made? But 
the infinitely good and - merciful being 
provided an / carly antidote againſt the 
venome of the ſerpent, and ſet up the 
head of the woman's ſeed againſt the 
power of the Devil. He ſtept in ſeaſona- 
bly for our relief by this gracious pro- 
miſe in the extremity of the caſe; and 
effectually prevented the diſpair of the 
fallen creature, and the triumph of the 
Devil over him. 

And tis a wonderful inſtance. of the 
wiſdom of God in chooſing this Way; 
to fave the loſt world by the ſeed of the 
woman: It was by the woman's firſt 
tranſgreſſion the 9 was loſt; and 
tis by the woman's ſced the world is re- 
ſtored. The ſame way came the fall, 
the ſame way came the Saviour: God 
made the woman the inſtrument of our 
recovery, whom the Devil had made the 
inſtrument of our ruin. This was a won- 
derful contrivance to diſappoint the De- 
vil's grand deſign, He defcated the ſub- 
tilty of. the old ſerpent and confounded 
the devices of the crafty. The Apoſtle 


takes particular notice of this: But the 1 Tim. ii, 


woman being deceived was in the tranſ- 
greſſion ;. notwithſtanding ſbe ſball be ſav- 
ed in child bearing: We commonly un- 
derſtand it of deliycrance from the dan- 
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gers of child-bcaring, and the curſe of the 
woman for the firſt tranſgreſſion; bur 
tis a very commodious ſenſe of the words, 
and well agrees with the Apoſtles ſcope, 
to read them thus: She ſhall be ſaved 
thro child- beating, or by the bringing 
forth of a child, alluding to the woman's 
ſeed in this promiſe ; J. d. ſhe, who was 


firſt in the tranſgreſſion, and the inſtru- 


ment of the fall ſhall notwithſtanding 
be ſaved by her own ſeed, the Meſſiah 
_ Saviour of the world. 

2. The reaſon of the ſtanding oppoſe 
tion to Chriſt in the world: "Tis owing 
to the fall of man, and the original en- 


mity put between the ſerpent and the 


woman's ſeed. This is the true ſource 
of all the cnmity of the fallen world : 

Hinc illæ lacrymæ, & origo mali. Chriſt 
and the Devil are two oppoſite heads, 
who have two kingdoms in this world 
directly contrary to one another, and car- 
ry on deſigns ſuitable to each. The ſeed 
of the woman, and the ſerpent's ſeed, 


who adhere to their reſpective heads, can- 


not but be in a ſtate of oppoſition to one 
another; for they partake of a different 
nature, and cſpauſc a different intereſt 


ſuitable to the head to which they belong. 


This is the root of all the hatred and 


oppoſition to good men in the world; 
and of all the violence and perſecution 


in 
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in every age of the church. And as the 

greater part of mankind are wicked, and 
the multitude every where do evil; fo 
they will always, for that reaſon, in this 
degenerate ſtate of things, be the ſtron- 
ger fide, and the prevailing party. This 
account our Lord gives of the matter; 
If you were of t 
would love his own ; but becauſe you are 
not of the world, but I have choſen you 
out of the world, therefore the world hat- 
eth you: They are a peculiar people to 


world, the world ſohn xv. 


him, and a diſtin& body from the men 


of the world; of quite another make 
and manner of life. So the Apoſtle re- 
preſents the matter: Marvel not, my bre- 
thren, if the world hate you; and why 
ſo? He reſolves it into the difference be- 
tween them in their temper and ſtate: 
The one is of God, the other is of the 


wicked one; the works of the one are John lit. 


wicked, and of the others are righteous ; 
the one is paſſed from death to life, the 


er the fleſb, the other after the bi- * 
vit. ee 
Sometimes a blind and biggotted zeal 
makes them perſecute the righteous, and 
their wrath is excited by a falſe ſhew of 
religion, as well as by a hatred of real 
holineſs; thus the Fews put the Apoſtles 
out of the Hue and when they 2 | 


other abideth in death; the one is born Gal. ir. 
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1 led them thought they did God good ſer- 
AR: x3, Vice. They — them of - Feachs 

28. all men every where againſt the peop 

3 and the law, and this®place ; and all 

eruſalem was moved. and in an uproar. 
he Greek: philoſophers at Athens, re- 
preſented Paul as a ſetter forth of ſtr 71. 
gods, becauſe he ph. ho Feſus "_ 
Reſurrettion; and ſome of them contra- 
ditted and blaſphemed, and ſome of them 
mocked. Aud the whole city of Ephe- 
ſus was filled with confuſion, becauſe 
Acts xix, Paul perſuaded and turned away muc 
26. people, ſaying, that they be no gods who 
are made with hands; and the temple of 
the great | Goddeſs Diana was deſpiſed, 
2 fcence deſtroyed: And they 
were full of wrath, and cried out, great 
#s Diana of the Epheſians; The zeal of 
the Jews for the rites. of Moſes's law, 
and the gentiles for their idolatties and 
ſuperſtition, - raiſed a violent oppoſition 
againſt them wherever they came. Thus 
it always was from the beginning of the 
World, and thus it will always be, while 
there are wicked and righteous left in it: 
And tho we have reaſon to be thank - 
ful, when it is not a ſtate of open per- 
ſecution in the chriſtian church, yet we 
are not to wonder at it as if ſome ſtrange 
#hing happened to us, but to conſider it 
as the effect of a natural enmity, and as 
a ucceſſary event of things. 3. The 
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3. The kingdom of Chriſt-will always 
be ſupported, — finally prevail under 
all the conflicts and oppoſition of the 
Devil. The original enmity is always 

working againſt the church, and the 
powers of hell and earth unite, and riſc 
in oppoſition, and by all the methods of 
violence and craft. indeavour to diſtreſs 
and ruin it. The Devil renews. his at- 
tempts in cvery age, and makes a violent 
onſet; he diſplays all his arts and wiles, 


all his devices and depths, and forms ma- 


ny ſcenes either to oppreſs or corrupt it, 
to undermine or. overthrow it. He of- 
ten ſprings a mine, and ſurprizes with 


unexpected cvents, as well as makes an 


| 2 and regular attack: There is the var 
ination as well as the rage of the peo- 


as ſetting themſelves againſt the Lord, 
and and his gi AS. The old ſer- 
pent has many turnings and windings, 
and ſatan ſometimes transforms: himſelf 

into an angel of light. | 
But the kingdom of the Meſſiah has 
been ſupported in every age, and will 
be preſetved to the end of the world 
againſt all the force and cunning of the 
Devil: It ſball bruiſe th bead, and thou 
ſhalt bruiſe his heel. Tho he teccive 
ſome damage in frequent skirmiſh, yet 
he always prevails iu the main battle, and 
in 


57 


a and taking counſel together; as well Pil. ii. r, 


2. 


iT 
* 
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in the final iſſue; and all the artifice and 
attempts of the Devil will be fruitleſs. 
We ſee how it has ſubſiſted for one thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred years together under 
the greateſt oppreſſion, and been pre- 
ſerved in the greateſt extremity: It has 
revived and flouriſhed after the longeſt 
perſecutions, and recovered it ſelf from 
the greateſt corruptions ; a clear light has 
ſprung up after a long night of darkneſs. 

ram The church may ſtill ſay; If the Lord 
. 2 not been on our fide, when men roſe 


ainſt us, they ad ſwallowed ts 
qu, = their wrath was lindlea 


rr tho' there is a great falling away 
foretold, and that the man of ſin ſball 
be revealed, who oppoſeth and exalteth 
himſelf againſt all that is called God ; 
and the myſtery of mmiquity did early work 


in the chriſtian church ; and the wicked 

R has been revealed, whoſe 2 is 

10 after the working ba ſatan, with all 

ers and 2 — and alt 

decery N yet we 

are aſſured, Ys the Lord will conſume 

bim with the ſpirit of his mouth, 2 

deftroy him with the brightneſs of his 
| coming. Tho' the kings of * earth 
their power and ve to the beaſt, and 

— with the Lamb; yet 3 
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ſhall overcome . or be * N 
Lords, and King | 
He will — * — and deſtroy 
the Devil at laſt, and reduce him to a 
ſtate of confinement _ _ : Tho' 
the Devil cometh ing $770! Ber 
* hath but 


wrath, becauſe he II 15. 
"For 
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4 ſhort time oh the Bes 
2 which brought 
child; and the ent caſt out of his 
mouth water = flood, that be niche 
3 to be caſt away of the flood; 
the Dragon was wrath with the 
l and went to make war with the 
remnant of her ſeed; yet we find, An Rer. xx. 
angel came down from heaven, having LY 
the keys of the bottomleſs pit, and a great 
chain in his hand, and laid hold on the 
dragon the old ſerpent, and bound him a 
thouſand years, and caſt him into prijen, 
and ſbut him up and ſet a ſeat upon 
And when _ thouſand years were ex- 
pired, ſatan was let looſe out of priſon, 
Al fon n, and ſuffered to go out and 
1 nations ; yet we find, the 
Devil who deceived them, was at laſt, 
caſt into the lake of fire and brimſtone, 
where the beaſt and the falſe prophets 
are, and ſhall be tormented day and night 
for ever and ever. 
The bleſſed Redeemer will reign over 


| a willing people, and in a more glorious 
à willing peop 2 


10. 
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2 


receive all by free favour. Now as this 


ſtate of things; he will be glorified in his 
ſaints and admired in 't who be- 


dieve.” And his kingdom will triumph 


upon the ruins of the kingdom of 
darkneſs, and the moſt poweful enemy 
be made to crouch and yield: He will 
tread them down and trample them un- 


der his feet. When we ſce the preva- 


lence of wickedneſs in the world, and 
the outrage and violence of wicked men, 
we are ſometimes ready to fear the event, 
and tremble becauſe of the ark ; but this 
is a ſure relief under the darkeſt appea- 
rance and. moſt doubtful proſpect; that 
the Redeemer's kingdom ſhall always ſub- 
fiſt, and ſurvive the ruins of every oppo- 
ſite power: The ſhip of the church is 
guided by a skilful hand thro the rough- 
eſt ſeas and the higheſt winds, and can- 
not ſink in the greateſt ſtorm, for it car- 


ries Chriſt, * 


4. Welearn farther, a proper reaſon of 
faith in the divine promiſe. The promiſe 
of God is the ground and meaſure of a faln 
creatures faith and hope, and we can 
warrantably expect nothing from God, 
without the encouragement of his word; 
becauſe we have forfeited all by ſin, and 


was 


a 
—_— — * — 
— 110 


* Extat ad trepidum tanto diſcrimine gubernatorem 


| (ſie, navis) vox ipſius; Quid times? Czſarem'vehts. 
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was the firſt promiſe of God to the faln - 
world, and firſt foundation of a fianer's. 
faith; tho we have many other decla- 
rations of the gracious will of God ſince; 
ſo this great inſtance of divine faichful- 
neſs in the accompliſhment of this pro- 
miſc of ſo antient a date; is a 3 
encouragement to our faith in God, as 
to all the other promiſes of his word. 
Let us carry back our views to the firſt, 
promiſe, and 1 begin at the fountain head, 
as well as be thankful for all the further 
diſcoyerics of divine mercy; Conſider 
the ſeed of the woman as a glorious illu- 
ſtration of the divine veracity, and a firm 
foundation of believing truſt. Strengthen 
your faith in all the promiſes of God by 
this firſt eſſay of divine mercy; don t 
ſtagger at any promiſe thro unbelief, how 
remote or unlikely ſoever, with to great 
an evidence of Jivinc faithfulneſs before 
your eyes; wait with humble and joyful 
hope the accompliſhpicnt ot ;eyery word 
of promiſe, in the Proper call and full 
— of ita ns 1g rer 
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„ebe val. 18, 

Aud in thy ſeed ſpall all the nations of 
the earth be bleſſed ; becauſe thou haſh 
obeyed my voice. r 


nls is the next repreſenta- 
== tion of the Meſſiah in the 
old Teſtament : From the 
time of Adam down to A- 
x! braham there was no expreſs 
revelation conccrning him, 
but what was contained in the firſt pro- 
miſe of the ſeed of the woman ; this is 
ſomething more particular and diſtin, 
that he is the ſeed of Abraham — 


\ 


* 
* 
. 
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all the nations of the earth ſhall be bi 
ſed: And was afterwards renewed to 
Tſaac in the ſame terms, Chap. xxvi. 4. 

In the handling of this ſubject I ſhall 
propoſe : Tar | 


L To conſider the repreſentation here 
2 him, as the ſeed of Abra- 


II. To ſhew in what ſenſe, all the na- 
tions F the earth are bleſſed in him. 
I. 1 ſhall conſider this repreſentation 
of him, as the ſeed of Avraham, In 
_ #hy ſeed: This is more particular and ex- 
plicite then the former, the ſeed 


the 
woman; for this determines the family, 


as well as the race and kind; that he 
ſhould not only be in our nature, but 
from ſuch. a ſtock. This muſt be under- 
ſtood of his human nature, not of his 
divine, for ſo he is the Son of Cod. The 
Apoſtle obſerves this diſtinction, I ho 
was made of the ſeed of David according Ron. i, 
to the fleſh, i. e. his human nature; and » 4 
declared to be the Son of God with 
er according to the ſpirit of holineſs, or 
his divine nature; And again: M boſe 
are the fathers, and of whom as con-. l. 3. 


menen 


> 
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all God bleſſed for ever. The plain mean · 
ing is, that there ſhonld be one particu- 
lar ſeed or deſcendent of Abraham, who 
ſhould bring bleſſings to all mankind ; 
and which the Apoſtle expounds and ap- 
Gal. iii. plics to Chriſt; Now to Abraham and 
16. his ſeed were the promiſes made: He ſarth 
not; and to ſeeds'as of nany; but as of 
one, and to thy ſeed which is Chriſh 
This repreſentation is frequently cited in 
the (criptures: In the opening of it, I ſhall 
r. Briefly deduce the genealogy of Chriſt, 
and ſhew that he was the ſeed of Abra- 
ham, or ſprung from his loins. 2. Of- 
fer ſome account of it, and ſhew why 
he was the ſeed of Abraham rather then 
of any other of the patriarchs. 
F. t. I ſhall deduce rhe genralegy of 
Chriſt, and ſhew that he was the feed"'of 
Abraham, And here we muſt have re- 
ſort to the double genealogy recorded by 
Matthew and Lake. Matthew | 
his Goſpel with theſe words; The-book 
of the generation of Feſus Chriſt, the Son 
of David, the Son of Abraham. He 
- © divides the genealogy into three diſtinct 
periods, cach of which had fourtcen ge- 
nerations; from Abraham to David four- 
teen generations, i.e, before the regal go- 
vernment and during the patriachal age. 
Vim David to the carrying into capti- 
vily Fourteen generations, i. e. under 1 


1 
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regal government: And om the carry- 
ing into captivity unto Chrift fourteen ge- 
nerations, i. e. aſter the regal government, 

to the time of the Meſſiah. So that ac- 
cording to this account he deſcended from 
Abrabam, by a deſcent of ſo great a di- 
ſtance as that of one and forty genera- 
tions; for the firſt ſeries is link d toge- 
ther in one common perſon, from Abra- 
ham to David including the two ex- 
tremes, both Abraham and David, in the oF, 
_ firſt diviſion, 

The evangeliſt Luke ſays, Which was Luke ill 
the Son of Abraham. Tis reaſonable to 
ſuppoſe, that one is his genealogy by 70. 
ſeph, the other by Mary, who both ſprung 
from the family of avid, and ſo of 
Abraham, by. two diſtin branches Jo- 
eph by the — of Solomon, and Mary 

y Nathan. There ſeems to be this dif- 
ference in the deſign of the two evange- 
liſts, Matthew points out the political 
and legal pedigree by which our Lord had 
a right to the crown of 1ſrae/; and there- - 
fore begins his reckoning from Abra- - 
ham, to whom the firſt promiſe of the 
kingdom was made; I will make à na- 2 
tion of thee, and kings ſhall come out of © 
thee: But Luke repreſent his natural de- 
ſcent, thro the ſcyeral ſucceſſions of thole 
from whom he took fleſh and blood; 
and therefore runs his line up EE 
boy 13 F 
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the head and fountain of human nature. 
Matthew's genealogy eſpecially. takes no- 
tice of the place of his birth, and that 
he ſhould, be born in Bethlehem; e 
that he was the ſon. of David | 
ham, which Korg two characters Wig the. 

8 

ys, expe concerning 

— Joſenb is twice reckoned, both in 
Matthew. and Luke ;, the firſt is in his, 


. own, right; the latter in the right of his, 
wife, according to the cuſtom. of the 
Jeu, who did not reckon. the women 
dy their pedigree 3 but the. husbands in 


right of the wives. It appears. by this 


account, that our Lord d deſcended from, 


the loins of Abr in a direct. 1 


both by, his, ſuppo = father Jaſeph, and 


his real mother Mary. 
H. 2. 1 am, next to. conſider, 1 he. 


was the ſeed F rather. then 


of any * bs PER ;. 7 Fog 
5, of Adam, 9 — 0ah, ox of 
Ot this 5's, double account gay 2 
eee 
I, t was 8g 
bam, and.as N 


Becauſe. 9h * 
exprellign, refers, tg the,gre 
Abraham's faith. in 4. 1g 
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up his only ſon: The Angel 
falled to rk _ 12 — — 

aid by m have I ſworn faith t 
Yu Exh thou haſt done 1275 thi 
and haft not with held 277 ſon, thy > 
fon, 8e. God put this high and peculiar 
honour upon Abraham, to be the great 


he ſhould deſcend, as a reward of his ex 
emplary and extraordinary: vertue; and 


reſpect. Abraham was ready to give up 
his ſon as a ſacrifice at the command of 
God; and God promiſed him his own ſony 


who was to be the great ſacrifice and Sa- 


viour of men. 


the Lord 


as a token of diſtinguiſhing favour and 
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anceſtor of the Meſſiah, from whoſe loins 


This was Aweys elbecmed an higk ho- 


nour, and coveted and valued by good 
people. Some apprehend this was de- 
ſigned in the expreſſion of Eve upon the 
birth of Cain: I have gotten a may 

he Lord, i. e. a man the Lord. She 


miſed ſeed. And this is the moſt 
bable account of the 
ren, which was ſo remarkable among 
the good women under the old teſta- 
ment: 
bring forth the Meſſiah, and to be the 


it to be ſo great! a bleſſing to the! World. 
5 = the. Angel tells Mary at the ſaluta- 


| As 
great defire of child» 


mother of the promiſed ſeed, who was 


en. ĩv. 4. 


thought ſhe had brought forth! the pro- 


8 
* 


They hoped" for the honeur to 


ö o F 2 tion: 
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1 . tion: Hail, thou art highly favonreds 
*3* the Lord is with thee; bleſſed art thou 
among women; and thou haſt found fa- 
vour of the Lord. And we find the bleſ. 
ſed virgin rejoicing upon this account: 
46. AM ſoul doth magnify the Lord, and my 
ſpirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour---- 
for behold from henceforth al generations 

ſhall call me bleſſed. 

2. He was the proper perſon from whom 
the Meſſiah ſhould deſcend ; and that up- 
on ſeveral accounts: For Abraham was 
the father of the Fewiſh nation, from 
whom ſprung the natural Fews who were 
the viſible church of God in the world. 
Gen. xi. The name Hebrew came from Heber, a 
. oh noted anceſtor. of Abraham; and from 
Ar. ts. whom Abraham is called an Hebrew); as 
afterwards the name of Iſraclites came 
from Jacob, a grandſon of Abraham, who 
Was called 1/raet upon his wreſtling with 
the angel. We find the Jets boaſting 
of their relation to Abraham : We be 
Joh. viii. Abrahams ſeed, and Abraham is our fa- 
33- 39+ ther. And the Apoſtle {peaks of the di- 
ſtinguiſhing privilege of the Jeus: hat 
_ ii. advantage then hath the Few, and what 
* profits there in circumciſuon f much eve- 
ry way : Chiefy | becauſe to them were 
committed the oracles of God; and to 
ſignify the privilege of their birth, and di- 


| 1 from the heathen nations, he hf > 
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We who are Fews by nature, and not ſin- Gal. il. 
whrer the gentiles. 1 

The whole nation of the cus ſprung 
om the loins' of Abraham, who were 
the choſen and peculiar people of God, 
and had the privilege of a church ſtate 
in diſtinction from the reſt of the world. 
God called Abraham from Ur of the Cal- 
dees, when the world was over- run with 
idolatry; and choſe his family and poſte- 
rity to preſerve the knowledge: and wor- 
ſhip of — true God in the world. He 
was the head of the viſible church in a 
time of great degeneracy and corruption 
all about him. And it was natural that 
he ſhonld be the ſeed of Abraham, who 
was to be the head of his body the church: 
And that he ſhould deſcend from him, 
Who had the honour to be the head of 
the holy ſeed; and to have the church 
of God firſt formed in his —_— and 
ſpring from his loins. 

"Beſides, that God made his ner 
with Abraham: So the Apoſtle ſays, Now 
to Abraham and his" ſted were the pro- Gal it 
miſes made. And the gentile nations 
were, aliens from tbe common-wealth of Eph. ii. 
Ifrael, and ſtrangers to the covenants of N 


promiſe, Thus we find God promiſed to 

give him a numerous offspring in which 4 

the church was to ſubſiſt: This is fre- = 

 queguy: mentioned in variety of exprei · | 
F'$3 + lions ; | 


To Meſſiah the Seed of Abraham. 


n ſions; I will make of thee @ great na- 
5 tion, and will bleſs thee, and make thy 
name great; and thou ſhalt be bleſſed, 
and I will bleſs them who bleſs thee, and 
curſt them who curſe thee, and in thee 

ball all the families of the earth be bleſ- 

7- ſed. And again, The Lord appeared io 

Abraham, and ſaid, unto thy ſeed will 

Gen. xvili. I give the land. And Abraham ſhall he. 
. ph. Id 67 and mighty nation, and I 
will thy ſeed to e ftars 

of heaven, and I will give unto thy ſeed 

all thaſe countries. And once more, Ang 
xxriii.14, — red ſball be as the duſt of the earth, 
thou ſbalt ſpread abroad to the weſt 

— to the eaſt, and to the north and to 

the ſouth. Thus he promiſed to make 

him a great and mighty nation; that his 

ſeed ſhould multiply as the ſtars of hea- 

ven, and duſt of the earth; and particu - 

larly, that he would give him this land, and 

all theſe countries, in which the church 

was afterwards to be ſetled and cſtabliſhed. 

And when God inſtituted circumciſion 

zs a vilible badge of diſtinction, and a 
ſign and token of a. ſpecial relation, 
he entered into covenant with Abra- 
Genn ben And I will make my covenant be- 
tween me and thee, and wall multiply thee 

4 exceedingly. As for me my cruenant is 

with thee, and thau ſhalt be the Father 
| d Aud this he 1 
F C4018 O 
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mom d de a ſtanding engagement through- 
ont all generations of the Ferwiſh chnrch ; 
And T will eftabliſh my coventiit between 
"thee und me, and thy ſeed after thee in 
their 'gentrttivns for an everlaſting cove- 
Rant; to bb n Gol to thee td rh Need 
after thee. And he appointed this viſi- 
fign of the coytnant: THis 3s hy cook. 10. 


P 


want which you ſhall keep between Me attd 
you, "and thy ſhed after thee ; every man. 


is explained in the next verſe: Ir hall 
6% & thkeh bf the cobtnant beter Me 11. 
##4)os. Upon this actvunt the Apoſtie 


Bays; He gude bin therovenant of corcuh- AQ. mth, 


tia: And de rrvior4 the n 
— He ſtul of The t 


N promiſed tõ rubum hor only a 
numerous feed, and to give them the 
land; but to be Their Gog, and chat with 
à ſeal annectet! to it, to be thtotishont 
All theit getteratichs. The Apbffe ke. 
fers to this covenant * THis T e & cal in. 
venant which was before confirmed of Su 7. 
in Chrift, the lat N 
uri and thirty years after tant Man- 
— that it ſpould make the promiſe 1 

e et: The covenatit made with 
Abrubam could not be vacated” by thi 
law of Moſes, which was given to lon 
aftet, and — as an appendit 1 
C4 S891] 4 | 


it; 
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rr - 
eonu neſs of Rom. ty, 
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Luke i. 
72. 
Acts vii. 
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it; or as the Apoſtle ſays, It was added 
becauſe of — 4 oa till the ſeed 
come to whom the. promiſe was 
made: It was given not in oppoſition, but 
in a ſubſerviency to the promiſe, and to 
render. it the more effectual; either as 
it was deſigned to preſerve the Jeuiſb 

nation from the idolatry of the heathens; 
or to repreſent the criminal nature of 
ſin, and point out the great expiation. 


This was the diſpenſation of the patriar- 


chal age, before the legal diſpenſation 
and we often read upon this ac- 
count of the God of ee 75 
and facob; and of the oath and 22 
which God ſwear to our fat her $7 4-24 
Now it was highly proper the Mcſliah 
ſhould ſpring from Abraham with whom 
God firſt made his covenant, who was to 
be giycn. as a covenant to the people, and 
toconhrm the new covenant by his blood; 
that he ſhould be hig ſecd to whom the 
promiſes were made, in whom all the pro- 


ac. are yea and 


nen. 

L obſerve fincher under this head, that 
Abrabam was the moſt eminent believer, 
and the father of all who believe. He 


was moſt remarkable for his faith, and 


gave the higheſt evidence of it, and in 
the moſt extrordinary inſtances of any 
9s who ever Led. There are two in- 

ſtances. 


C Fi * 4 
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ſtances of Abraham's. faith recorded in 


the ſcripture, for which he has been fa- 


mous in all ages of the church: When 
God called him out of his own. country, 


Ur of the Caldees, from his father's houſe, Gen. xit. 


and all. his kindred, to a ſtrange land 
which he knew nothing of; he readily 
obeyed the call of God. The natural 
love of one's. country and kindred, the 
dithcultics of a long journey to an un- 


* 
* 
* 
7 1 
& . 


A 


"n 


known land; and the diſagreableneſs of 
foreign cuſtoms, and converſing with 


ſtrangers, were no obſticle in his way, or 


diſcouragement to his mind. The Apo- 


ſtle takes notice of this: He came out Ads vii. 


of the land of the Caldeans, and dwelt + 


in Charran; and cxpreſly aſcribes it to 
his faith: By faith Abraham when. be 
was called to go out into a place, which 
he ſbould after receive for an mheritance; 


obeyed,: and went out not knowing ub. 


ther he went: He cheerfully followed 
the call of God, tho he did not know 
And when he was afterward tried by 


the expreſs command of God to offer | 


up his only ſon, the ſon of the promiſe, 
with his own hand, and upon a ſudden 
notice; he never once demurred, but im- 
mediately obeyed the difficult command: 
Becauſe thou haſt done this, and haſt not 


SL de: 


CET | 


8 


Heb. xi. 
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12. x. the Apoſtle ſays, By faith Abraham when 
be was tried, offered up Tſaac, and he 
who had received the A offered 215 
his only 


bepotten 
Cod was 2 U Bw iy 70 — 


The dead. Noν uw; He reaſoned thus 
in his own mind; this was the medium 
he uſed, and by which he en. e his 
faith in the divine promiſe; the 
of God to raife him from the dead. 
this account he is recorded as the 155 


Rom. ir. eminent believer: And being not weak 


19. 


in fall, he conſidertd not his own body 


. _ now dead, when be war about an hundred 


Jam. it. 


23» 


in faith groin to G bei 
* Ladd that 1 


_ the altar, and it was input 


years old ; neither yet the deadneſs of Sa- 


ed not at the 


rue womb. He ft 
but den 


Promiſe of God throug 3 


he had promi 
he War able alſo to 5 2 A che 
Apoſtle James 2 ys, And Abraham 

lie vel 655 chew he offered up his ſor ot 
ed to him fb 


righteouſneſs ; and be was called the 
friend of God. It was highly acceptable 
and honourable to God, the greateſt ſpe- 


cimen of the power of faith, and" che 


ſtanding cxample of it to the end of the 


| world. 


And as he was the mol dtn be- 
vey himſelf, ſo he is repreſented upon 


_ account, as the _—_ of the ar 
an 
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and father of 
they are laid to wall in the fteps 


believers are the children of Abraham, 
and his ſpiritual ſeed: ey hg 
then are ye Abraham's ſeed. 
 obſeryc here, that the Apofile to mag- 
nify the character of Melchizedeck, who 
was made like wnto the Son of God, and 
an eminent type of Chriſt; ſays, Now 


—— the 


the tenth of the 5 


ſpoils ; and he recerved 


tithes of Abraham, and bleſſed him who 


had recerved the promiſe. Now. it was 
highly congruous and ſuitable, that he 
who was to ſave the world by faith, ſhould 
ſpring from the loins of the moſt eminent 
believerʒ and that he who was to bring in an 
everlaſting righteouſueſs, to introduce and 
rue the 71ghteouſneſs of faith; ſhould 
be the ſeed of him who was 
of the faithful. ik Gas 


It I to hem 9 And, ies 
tions ave bleſſed in hic ſeed. Tis expreſt 
ſamewhat differently: In thee and in thy 
ſeed, i. c. in him by his ſeed: Both ate 
joined 
ſeed ſhall all the families of the earth 

ed. And this is y referred to 


ba. — - 


75 


all them who believe; and Roma. 
of the © 
faithof their father Abraham. All truc 12 


belzeve Gal. iii. 
I: might 


great this man was, unto Heb. vil. 
patriarch Alralum gave * © 


together, And in thee and . Gear. 


14. 


76 
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s, and of the covenant, which 
God made with our fathers, ſaying to 


Abraham,.'in thy ſeed ſpall all the kin. 
dreds of the earth be bleſſed. And inthee 


ſball all nations be bleſſed ; or bleſs them- 


ſelves; apply by faith the bleſſings of 
Chriſt unto themſelves, and call them- 


ſelves bleſſed upon the account of the 


bleſlings they received from him. 


Here 1 ſhall, 1. Conſider the Nature 


of this bleſſing. And, 2. The extent of 


Jaboi. 18. will of God from heaven; the only be- 
gotten Son who is in the boſom f the 
father, he hath declared him; and he is 


v. 25. 


28 
Pp | &, , 


was! the world to be bleſſed by Abra- 


it. What was the bleſſing with which 
they were to be bleſſed in him, and how 
all nations are bleſſed with it. 
F. 1. The Nature of the bleſſing. How 


Bams ſced, and with what kind of blef- 
ſing? 

. With r 
will of God to men. He brought the 


therefore the Light of men, and of the 


—_ So he was propheſied of, as @ light 


to lighten the gentiles, and rbe glory of 
his people Iſrael; and ſo he was Ln 
of the eus: J — when Meffiah com- 


eh, who ig called Chriſt; when be is 


cume, he will tell us all things. And this 


Luk. i.73. was part of Zachariah's ſong: Through 


* tender mercies of our God _— 
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the day ſprin on hieh hath viſited 
* 
neſs, and in the ſhadow of death; to guide 
our feet in the way of peace. He came 
ro enlighten the dark world, and appear- 
cd as the ſun of righteouſneſs ſhining 
upon it. F 4 A | 

Thus he has given a clearer explication 
of natural duty, and a comment upon 
the divine law in the purity and extent 
of it. He gave in his ſermon upon the 
mount a perfect ſyſtem of refined mo- 
rality, which the world was very defective 
in by all the light of reaſon, and wiſdom. 
of philoſophy in the pagan world, and 
all the help of former revelations; eſpe- 
cially as now depraved and miſunderſtood. 

He has revealed the counſel of peace, or 
method of mercy towards the loſt world: 
He has diſplayed the mercy of God in 
the greateſt glory, and ſettled the mea- 
ſures of infinite wiſdom for our recovery, 
in the covenant of the goſpel, which is 
the new teſtament in his blood; ſealed 
and confirmed by his blood. And he 
is the Mediator and Surety of the new Heb. vii. 
and better covenant, which is eſtabliſhed 
upon better promiſes. He has opened the 
way to the heavenly bleſſedneſs, and a 
glorious immortality, for he has aboliſbed 
death, and brought life immortality to 2 Tim. i, 
light by the goſpel: and made the future 2% 

| tate 


Tit. i. 2. 


i. 7. 


1 


_ diate: enjoyment of God, and pre 
of the Redeemer. We have in the 
pel the clear promiſe of eternal life, and 
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ſtare of bleſſednefs better underſtood, 
which lay before in more dark and general 
repreſentations; particularly the refirrec- 
tion of the body, and the glorious bleſ- 
ſedneſs of foul and body in the imme- 
lence 


the hope" of eternal lift upon the foot of 
a: promiſe, and are — according to the 
of eternal life. So the world is 
blafſed wich the light of the go roo” 
and the clearer revelations of the 
will of God concerning our duty, reco- 
very, and happinets. 

2. With the proper propitiation of ſin, 
The world had carly notions of ſacrifice 
whatſoever was the riſe and reaſon of 
=_ This as praQiſed/in the patriarchal 

We find Cain and Abel brought the 
— the ground; and' firſtlings' of the 


Hari, and offered to the: Lord. And Noah 
_ altar, 3 F every 


olean 
on the 

altar. And Mira hine buite altars and 
offered ſacrifice: in every place here he. 
came. In the Law of Moſbo, we find 
particular and expreſs appointment of 
ſacrifice of ſgveral kinds, particular 
ly the: fo , and the great 


ſacrifice: of rr for the whole 
" congre- 
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congregation. once a year, offered by the 
high prieſt in the holy of holies, 
Now all theſe were only types and ſha- 
dows. of the future ſacrifice of Chriſt : 
This. the Apoſtle ſays expreſly of the 
Law; For the lau d 
good things to. come, and not the ery” 
image of the things could neuer i theſæ 
offerings, year by, year continually. male 
the comers thereunto perfect. They were 
deſigned to keep up the remembrance and 
expectation in the world of the proper: 
atonement, and to prepare the way for 
it. But now when the Meſſiah came 
into the world, and appeared in the lie- 
neſs of | ſinful fleſh; He laid down: his 
life, and gave his life a ranſome for us: 
He gave himſelf” for- our ſins, and was 
—_ ſim for us; and gave himſelf an of- 
fering and. ſacrifice to Cod of a; ſweet 
aal ſavour; and:through the eternal 
ſpirit offered bimſelf without ſpot to God. 
He was the true ſacrifice: ſo long fore- 


4 ſbadow - of Heb. x. 


* 


told, and which the world ſtood in ſo 


great need of, who made the proper ex- 
piation of ſin, and ſatisfaction to God; 
and procured. the terms of acceptance 
and favour; and laid the foundation of 


So we read on the one hand, that he: 


the. world ; and puts away ſin y the ſa: 


erifice 


bare. our fin ; and takes away the ſins 7 


to 


Rom. iv. 
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crifice of himſelf: And on the other hand, 
that — — e by the blood o the 
croſs, and reconciliation for the fins 
of the-people ; and that God 16 in Chriſt 
reconciling the world to himſelf, not impu- 
ting their treſpaſſes unto them. In the 
vertue of his ſacrifice, and through the 
redemption and purchaſe of his blood, the 
offended God is reconciled, and diſpoſed 
to mercy. - 

3. There is the pardon of kin or juſti- 
fication by faith. This is the great bleſ- 


ſing of Abraham's ſeed, and of which he 
was the great pattern and example to all 


after ages. Abraham believed the Lord, 


and is was counted to him for righteou- 


_ neſs: God graciouſly accounted him righ- 


teous upon his belicving. 
The ſcripture makes Abraham the ſtand- 
ing example of a believing ſinners juſtifica- 


tion, and he is the inſtance produced by 


both the Apoſtles, Paul and James, of 
their different accounts of juſtification; 
which plainly ſhews they both agreed, 
and had the ſame ſenſe, We are juſti- 
fied by no other faith but a living work- 
ing faith on the one hand ; and by no 
other works, but the fruits and effects of 
faith on the other. As all true believers 
are Abraham's ſpiritual ſeed ; fo they are 
juſtified the ſame way he was: To him 
who — not, but believeth on 4 
| W 
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who juſtifieth the ungodly ; his faith is 
counted for righteouſneſs : He is accoun- 
ted a righteous perſon as Abraham was. 
And David deſcribeth the bleſſedneſs of 7. 
the man to whom the Lord imputeth 
ee without works ; ſaying, bleſ- 


ſed are they whoſe iniquities are forgiven, 
whoſe ſins are — ; bleſſed / the man 

to whom the Lord will not impute ſin; 

He imputeth righteouſneſs, and doth not 
impute ſin; whichis the preciſe notion of 
juſtification inthe Apoſtles language. And 
he is the father of all them who believe, and *"» 
walk in the ſteps of their father Abraham, | 
And the promiſe that he ſhould be heir c | 
the world, was not to Abraham, or to his | 
ſeed through the law; but thro the righ- | 
 Feouſneſs of faith: Not by any works of 


the law of Nature; or any obſervances 
of Moſes's law; or any works whatſo- 

ever Which could juſtly adminiſter to 
boaſting ; or make the reward of debr, 

and not of grace, which are-the charac- 

ters the Apoſtle lays down; but by the 
righteouſneſs of faith, which is proper 

to the goſpel, And he concludes, Now 

it was not written for his ſake alone, 22. 
that it was imputed to him; but for us 
alſo to whom it ſhall be imputed, if we 
believe on him who raiſed up Jeſus our 
Lord from the dead. 


G | And 
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And in the Epiſtle to the Galatians 
Gal. iii. he ſays, Even as Abraham believed God, 
6, 7- and it was counted to him for righteouſ- 
nes: Know ye therefore, that they who 
are of faith, the ſame are the children of 
Abraham, i. e. who are for this way of be- 
ing juſtified. And, The ſcripture fore- 
8 ſeeing that God would juſtify the heathen 
thro faith, preached before the goſpel to 
Abraham, ſaying, in thee ſhall all nations 
be bleſſed. So then, ſays he, They who 
are of faith, are bleſſed with faithful 
Abraham. hat is, they are juſtified by 
13. faith as he was. And fo we are redeemed 
2. fromthe curſe of the lau, and made heirs 
with him according to the promiſe. So 
the Apoſtle explains this matter in his 
_ diſcourſe to the Fews: Te are the cbil- 
Ade it. dren of the prophets,” and of the covenant 
which God made with our fathers, ſay- 
ne unto Abraham ; And in thy ſeed ſhall 
the kindreds of the earth be bleſſed: 
Unto you firſt God having raiſed up his 
Pas. iz. ſon Feſus, ſent him to bleſs you, in turn- 
*... Tg every one of you from his iniquity. 
2 0 . And in this AP s brought in 2 
Philip.itt-eVerlaſbing righteouſneſs ; and in the A. 
poſtles expreſſion, : e righteouſneſs which 

15 of God by aith. 

4. The Gift of the ſpzrzt, The fpirit 
of God in the divine œconomy is the 
great principle of ſanctification, and the 
29888 * ſpiritual 
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ſpiritual life; of all ſpiritual vigour and 
ſtrength, and all our peace and joy. Now 
as the ſpirit of God had been reſiſted and 
grieved by the fall of man, and the ido- 
latry and wickedneſs, which long pre- 
vailed in the world; and was given in 
lower meaſures under former diſpenſa- 
tions; ſo it was one great inſtance of the 
bleſſing of Alrabams ſeed, that the holy 
ſpirit was reſtored to the loſt degenerate 
world, and larger communications of 
light and power were given forth. This 
Was 25% wm, concerning the times of 
the goſpel : 


ing. Andagai 
ſpirit upon all fieſs ; —— upon the . N 
vante and hand-maids, in Thoſe 4 days will 
¶ pour out my ſpirit. And our Lord pro- 
miſled the ſpirit to his diſciples upon his 
departure: Tic ex 5 for you that I Joh. xv. i. 
£0 away; Na 25 not away the com- 
\forter will not come unto you, but if I ü. 39. 
depart I will ſend him unto you.” And we 
find, That the holy ghoſt was not yet 
given, becauſe that Feſus was not yet glo- Act. ii. 33. 
rified. But then as ſoon as he was exalted 

at the right hand of God, he rectiued 
of the father the promiſe of the holy ghoſt, 
and ſbed him forth upon his diſciples, 
There Vete great: manifeſtations of the ſpi- 

G2 55 kit 
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rit in the miniſtry of the Apoſtles for 
the converſion of the world in extraor- 
dinary gifts, and miraculous operations. 
And there is d:verſ/ity 27 60 s, but the 
e 


7 Cor. xii. ſume ſpirit; and the manifeſtation of the 
+ 7 Spirit is given to every man to profit with 
all, There is a ſtanding influence of 
the divine ſpirit with goſpel ordinances 
to render them powerful and effectual, 
and make them proper inſtruments of 
ſaving converſion, of quickening, and 
ſtrengthening, and comforting. And for 
this reaſon the goſpel diſpenſation is pe- 
culiarly the diſpenſation of the ſpirit, 
2 Ur. ii. and the miniſtration of the ſpirit which 
zs rather glorious ; i. e. Tis attended with 
greater meaſures of the preſence of the 
ſpirit, and is under his ſpecial influence. 
The Apoſtle takes particular notice of 
Ga.ii.14. this in relation to the preſent caſe : That 
the bleſſing of Abraham might come on 
the gentiles thro Feſus Chriſt, that we 
might recerve the promiſe of the ſpirit 
thro faith. By the ſame faith by which 
we arc juſtified, we receive the promiſed 
ſpirit, and come to obtain daily ſuccours 
0 and ſufficient grace, for every ſervice and 
trial of life. So he has promiſed to giv⸗ 
the holy ſpirit to them who ask it, and 
we mult always act in faith, And tis 
expreſly called the ſpirit of Chriſt, as tis 
his purchaſe, and at his diſpoſal. . 
| „3, 
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2. I am next to conſider the Extent 
of this bleſſing. Tis expreſt diverſly, a/Z 
nations of the earth ; all families of the 
earth ; and all kindred of the earth. The 
plain meaning of the expreſſions in the 
general is thus much, that the bleſſing 
of the Meſſiah ſhould not be confined 
to one part of the world, or any parti- 
cular people; but ſhould extend to the 
gentile world, as well as the Jets; that 
all true belicyers in every nation ſhould 
be bleſſed in him. So the Apoſtle ſays, 


The gentiles heard the word of the goſ- ** 


pr and believed, and God gave them the 

* boſt, even as he did to us; and put 
ference between us and them, puri- 

ing their hearts by — And the 


righteouſneſs of God which is by faith of 2 il. 
all 2 


Jeſus Chriſt, is unto all, and upon 
them who believe, for there is no diffe- 


rence. And once more, The promiſe that iv. 13. 


he ſhould be heir of the world, was not 
to Abraham, or to his ſeed thro the law, 
1 e. his natural ſeed; but thro the righ- 


ker of faith ; and he became the 
father of many nations, according to that 


— WAS — ſo ſball thy ſeed be. 
The promi 2 to Abrabam was to 


all ie ſpiritual ſeed, and not confined to 


his natural ſeed. And tis obſervable to 
this purpoſe, that it was firſt made to 

aer before he received circumci- 
| "WI hon, 
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fion, or had any iſſue, and while he was 
yet in Ur of the Caldees; and fo before 
there was any diſtinction between 1/aac 
and Iſbmael, or any difference between 
his ſeed and the reſt of the world; to 
ſhew, that they were all equally concerned 
in this promiſe: The promiſe only limited 
the birth of the Meſſiah to the ſeed of 
Abraham, but not tlie bleſſing of it; for 
that was to be common to all nations. 
The Apoſtle propoſes the Queſtion, How 
was faith reckoned to Abraham, when 


be was in circumciſion, or in uncircumci- 


Rom. iv. 


? He anſwers, Not in circumciſiun, 
but in uncircumciſion. And he recti ved the 


10 n and fealof the righteouſneſs of faith, 


Matth. 


Axxviii.19. 


” Mark.xv 


which he had being yet uncircumciſed, 
The Queſtion therefore here is, How all 
nations are bleſſed in him, and how was 
this fulfilled under the goſpel ? | 

1. It was publiſhed and propoſed to 
all the world in the goſpel : For tho 
our Lord came to his own ; and was not 


fent but to the loſt ſheep of the houſe of 


Iſrael: He only preached to the 

nation in his own perſon, and while he 
was on earth; yet he commiſſioned his 
Apoſtles, after his reſurrection, in the 
ſtrongeſt terms: Go teach all nations: Go 
ye into all the world, and preach the 


15- 20. goſpel to every creature. And according» 


ſy we find, They went 9 
every 
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every where, the Lord working with them. 
So he commanded, that repentance and 


remiſſion of ſms, ſhould be preached in his Luk-xxiv. | 


9 


name to all nations, beginning at Feru- 
ſalem. The firſt account given of the 
goſpel proclaimed by an angel, was, glad 


ridings of great joy, which ſball be to all Luke ii. N 
people. And the Apoſtle calls it, The © 
grace of God which hat 5 appeared undo Tit. ii.: 4. 


all men. The Apoſtles were ſent abroad in- 
to all the world with full powers, inſtructed 
and qualified to publiſh it every where : 
And there is a ſincere tender of the great 
bleſſing of Abrabams ſced to all wherever 
the goſpel comes. None are excepted 
or excluded from the goſpel offer, who 
do not exclude themfelves by unbelief 
and diſobedience. All are invited and 
called, exhorted and commanded to ac- 


cept the mercy of the goſpel, and re- 


ceive the promiſed bleſſing upon the gra- 
cious terms of it. And the reaſon. why 


it ſpread no further, and did not every 


where prevail; was the prejudice and 


prepoſſeſſion of mens minds, the power 


of a worldly intereſt, and the violent 
oppoſition made to it; their wil ful refu- 
ſal, or careleſs neglect; they either made 
light of it, and began to mate excuſe z 
or they rejected the counſel of God againſt 
themſelves, and put away from themſelves 
eternal life; and either neglected the great 
Es G 4 ſalvation, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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ſatvation, or refuſed him who ſpake from 
heaven. 
2. It has been actually received and 
entertained in a great part of the world. 
It was not confined to Judea or Feruſa- 
lem, tho it began there; but was quick- 
ly received by many other nations in the 
moſt remote and diſtant parts, and ſpread 
like the ſun from the Eaſt to the Weſt. 
So the Apoſtle repreſents it: Thro' migh- 
Rom. xv. fy and wonders by the power of the 
109 41 5 ſo that from Feruſalem, where it 
rſt began; round about unto Hyricum, 
which lies northward of Macedonia, along 
the eaſtern coaſt of the adriatick gulph, 
and is at a great diſtance from Feruſalem : 
{ have fully preached the goſpel of ar wh 
rl. 25. Now to him who is of power to eſtabliſh 
you according to my goſpel, and the preach- 
ing of” Feſus Chrif according to the re- 
ve lation of the 12. which was kept 
fecret ſince the wor an; but now is 
made manifeſt, and by the ſcriptures 4 the 
prophets, according to the | 

of the everlaſting God, made known to all 
nations for the obedience of faith. And 
that is a ſtrong expreſſion to this pur- 
Col. i. 23. poſe: And be not moved away from the 
hope of the goſpel, which ye have heard, 
and which was preached to every crea- 

ture under heaven. 


The 
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the remoteſt parts from Fernſalem. It 
was entertained in all the parts of the 
Roman empire, thro' a great part of Aſia 
and Africa, in thefirſt ages of the church. 
It ſoon ſpread over all the parts of Eu- 
, and of later years, thro' many parts 


of America: So that ſome of all the 


tribes and families of the earth have been 
bleſſed in him, tho* many by their un- 


worthine(s and abuſe have forfeited, and 


loſt ſo great a mercy. 

- 3. Tis highly probable it will more 
generally prevail, and be effectual in the 
world. We have reaſon to hope the 
word of the kingdom ſhall ſpread wider, 
and be entertained in thoſe nations which 
have now forfeited it, or it may be ne- 


ver enjoyed it; and that there will be a 
more glorious diſplay of the divine pow- 


er, in the converſion of the Joes, and 
calling of the gentiles. 
Several propheſies of the old teflunicns 


89 
The diſtant iſles received his law, and 


ſcem plainly to look this way. Z7zsPulm 


Name ſball endure for ever, as 
the ſun, and men ſhall be bleſſed in 
all nations ſball call him bleſſed : Which 
if it is ſpoken directly of Jo/dmon, was 
certainly typical of the Meſſiah, and moſt 


fully accompliſhed in him. The remarka-' 


ble prophecy of Iſaiab ſeems never to have 
had its * The wolf == 


Ye Ix Sil. 17. 
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Thai: xi. 6, dwell with the lamb, the leopard tye down 


7» 


with the kid; the calf and the young hon, 
and the fatling together, and a little child _ 
lead them: ihey ſball not hurt or 
deſtroy in all my holy mount, for the earth 
ſhall be full if — 2 of the Lord. 
The remarkable ſucceſs of the goſpel, 
in ſubduing the fierce temper of mens 
minds, and putting an end to violence, 
and promoting general knowledge, as 
well as love in all the earth; ſcems yet 
to be in reſerve; and no ſtate of the 
Chriſtian church, ſo often exercis'd with 
perſecutions and diviſions, ſeems fully 
to come up to this glorious deſcrip- 
tion. 
And in the cloſe of the old teſtament 


Mal. i. 11. tis ſaid, From the riſing of the ſun to the 


2 tiles: For blindneſs in part is happened 


going down of the ſame, my name ſpall be 
great among thegentiles; andinevery place 
incenſe ſhall be offered to my name, and 
a pure offering ; for my name ſball be 
great anne among the —.— ſaith the Lord ef 

oſt. And there are plain intimations 
in the new teſtament of the calling of 
the Zews, and the fulneſs of the gen- 


io Iſrael, until the 
is come in: and ſo 


neſs of the gentiles 
Wir Iſrael ſhall be ſaved; 


as it is written, — ſhall come out of 
Hon à deliverer. And tis obſervable, 


that he ae of the epiſtle to the Romans, 
which 
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which was about the year 57, was long 
after the moſt remarkable converſions 
of the Fews by Peter; and about thir- 
ty years after Paul was employed in the 
miniſtry. 1 

4. All nations of the earth do en- 
joy ſome benefit by him, and are atFual- 
ly the better for him. The whole world 
of faln creatures ſhare fo far in the bene- 
fit of his death, that tis ſpared and re- 
prieved from immediate ruin, and brought 
under a poſſibility of ſalvation by him 
and ſo made to differ from the ſtate of 
faln angels and damned fouls, who had 
no Saviour provided, and are paſt the 
poſſibility of recovery. And all the bleſ- 
ſings which any of them enjoy, are the 
fruit of his purchaſe and blood to the 
loſt world; for every thing was forfeited 
by our apoſtacy from God. They fare 
the better for him, who know him not, 
and never heard of him: For the kingdom 
of providence is in the hands of the Me- 
diator, and they receive the benefit of 
his gracious government, tho he is aa 
unknown God to them, and they Wor- 
ſhip him not. So he is called the Saui. 


our of the world ; and the Saviour of all i Tim. ir. 


men, but eſpecially of them who believe. 
And this further appears, in that all the 
world of mankind will be raiſed by him, 

| Who 
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who is the reſurrection and the life; and 
will all be judged by him ar laſt; 

I ſhall briefly app/y this ſubject in the 
following Inferences. 

1. We learn from hence the kf yi 
ueſs of God to his promiſe. ſee it 
in this remarkable — Our Lord 
ſprang from the loins of Abrabam, and 
was the great bleſſing to all nations, tho 


the diſtance] of time from the making 


this promiſe to Abraham, to the birth 
of Chriſt, was near two thouſand years. 
It was exactly accompliſhed, without the 
leaſt failure in any circumſtance, after ſo 
long a ſpace of time. This carries a 
ſtrong conviction of the unchangeable 


faithfulneſs of God to his word; and how 


ſafely we may depend upon him for every 
thing he has promiſed, in the true intent, 
and proper ſeaſon of it. Here is a firm 
ground for the ſtrongeſt faith; and 9 
ſhould not ffagger at the promiſe 

thro unbelief, in the greateſt bing 


and moſt unlikely caſe. And as there 


are ſuitable promiſes in the new cove- 
nant to every circumſtance of importance 
in the chriſtian life ; ſo we may warran- 


tably depend upon a full performance of 


every one: For faithful is he who hath 


promiſed ; and what he has promifed he 


is able alſo to perform. 
2. The 
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2. The reward of eminent faith. Abra. 
ham believed and obeyed God in an ex- 
traordinary. inſtance ; and God promiſed, 
that the Meſhah ſhould be his ſeed, and 
ſpring from his loins: He conferred this ex- 
traordinary privilege and favour upon him 
for his extraordinary faith. God will reward 
faithful ſouls anſwerably to all their faith- 
fulneſs to him, and no man ſhall be a loſer 
by him, in any ſervice they render to 
him : Thou haſt been faithful over a few 
things, and 1 wer ry the —— 
bing s: And 1s not unrighteous 
to 775 et your work and labour of love, A vie 
which you have ſbewed to his name. The 
Apoſtle — it as an eſſential article 
of acceptable worſhip, to believe that God 
is a rewarder of them who diligently ſeek v. % 
him. God will not be behind hand with 
any of his ſervants, nor wanting to en- 
courage their faith in his word, and zeal 
in his ſervice, with proportionable mercy 
and fayour. The moſt extraordinary in- 
ſtances of duty and (clf-denial will meet 
with an anſwerable recompence of re- 
war — 

We ſhould ſeck an intereſt in the 
bleſſing of Abraham's ſeed. Let us be 
concerned to ſhare in all the bleſlings he 
has procured and brought into the world; 

the grand bleſſings of clearer light, a pro. 
pitiation for ſin, juſtification by faith, _ 
C 
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the gift of the ſpirit : It will be no be- 
nefit to us, without an intereſt in it. We 
defeat the deſign of the gracious promiſe 
to ourſelves, and deprive ourſelves of all 
the advantage of it, by our diſobedience 
and unbelicf; and that with the greater 
aggravation of ſinning againſt clearer 
light, and abuſing or neglecting greater 
mercy. 

But how muſt we come to be intereſted 
in it? Why, if we are Abraham's ſpiritual 
ſeed, that is, true believers, and wall in 
the fteps of the faith of our father Abra- 
ham; we ſhall be intereſted in all the 
bleſlings of this eminent ſeed of Abra- 
ham. This is the goſpel way of intereſt : 
'Tis by faith in him, and thro” faith in 
his blood, that we come to be made par- 
takers of Chriſt, and all the benefits of 
his purchaſe. And if you be Chriſt's, then 


i. are e Abraham's ſeed, and heirs accord. 


ing to the promiſe, i. c. the Der made 
to Abraham. 

4. Let us be concerned for the- reſt of 
the world, and that all nations may be 
bleſſed in him, as well as our ſelves; 
that the light of the goſpel may ſpread 
far and wide, and become glad tidings 
i great joy to all 81 that the know- 

dee - 7 the L may cover the earth 

ar the waters cover the ſea; and the 


day 
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day ſpri on high, may viſit thoſe 
hs Us and in the ſhadow of 
ath. 
9125 us be moved with compaſſion to- 
wards the jewiſh and gentile world, that 
the natural branches may be graffed into 
their own olive tree, and Iſrael may turn 
to the Lord, and the vail may be taken a- 
way ; that they may ſee him whom they 
have pierced, and mourn ; and be brought 
to believe on the Lord of life, whom 
they have crucified and ſlam. And that 
the gentile world, may ruſt in him, and 
partake of the privileges of the goſpel 
ſtate; that he may be a Iight to lighten 
the gentiles as well as the glory of his 
People 1/raet; that the loft ſbeep of the 
houſe Ll Iſrael may return unto the 
ſhepherd and biſbop of their ſouls ; and 
that both may be one fold under one 
ſhepherd; or united into one body under 
the headſhip of - Chriſt the common Sa- 
Viour and Lord. Let us encourage all 
attempts to ſpread the knowledge of the 
goſpel, and give the utmoſt aſliſtance 
we are able; at leaſt by our carneſt 
Prayers to God, to enlarge the bounds 
of the Redcemer's kingdom, and take 
whatſoever /etteth out of the way: Ot- 
fer to God the anticnt prayer of the 
E 
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cart thy ſav 5 

2 xl 1 And let all the ends of the 

earth . to * and be ſaved, 
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SERMON IV. 
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ee eee eee 
Geneſis xlix. 10. 
i 


until Shiloh come, and unto him ſball 
the gathering of the people be. 


[HIS chapter contains the ſe- 
| veral bleſſings of the twelve 
3 4 tribes, the ſons of Jacob, 
| juſt before his departure out 
of the world : In which by 
an extraordinary ſpirit he 
gives each one their reſ pective character, 


' iy 75 
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and foretells the moſt important events 
which were to befal them. Such extra- 
H ordinary 
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ordinary appearances of God, and dif- 
coveries of his will to eminent ſaints, 
eſpecially at the cloſe of their lives; were 

very uſual, as well as very needful, in 

thoſe early days of the world, and be- 

fore there were any ſtanding records of 

the divine will. The words are a part 
of Judabs bleſſing, concerning whom it 
will be only ncedful to obſerve, that 

this tribe according to tlie ſignification 

of the name, was particularly to excel, 

partly upon the account of the royal 
dignity which belonged to it: For Ju- 

1 Chron. dah prevailed above his brethren, and of 
V.2. him came the chief ruler: And partly 
upon the account of the deſcent of the 

Heb. vii, Meſſiah; For it is evident, ſays the 
14. * that our lord ſprung. out of J* 

In the words there are two parts: 


I. The character undet which the Meſ- 
ſiah is here repreſented, Shiloh. 


II. The prefixed and determined time 
of his coming: This is repreſented 
by a double character, 1. Negative, 

N _ till the ſcepter depart from Ju 

2. Politive, To him — 80 


- Pies the people 
hall conler te er the ſeveral pars! the 
words, 
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words, and conclude with ſome pra- 
ctical application. 


I. I ſhall begin with the character of 
the Meſſiah, Shiloh. We may obſerve 
the gradual advance in the promiſe of the 
Meſſiah, The firſt promiſe was only, 
that he ſhould be the ſeed of the woman, 
without relation to any nation or fami- 
ly. The next promiſe tells us, that he 
ſhould be of the family of Abraham, or his 
ſeed; this was afterwards renewed to Iſaac, 
and tranſmitted by him to Jacob; and 
Jacob here tells us of what tribe he ſhould 
deſcend, or what branch of that family. 

That the words were ſpoken- of the 
Meſſiah the antient Fews did generally 
own, as appears by all the Ca/dee para- 
phraſts; and it appears reaſonable, notwith- 
ſtanding the wretched ſhifts of the mo- 
dern eus to evade it. He is telling 
them here what. ſhould befal them in the 
laſt days, by which the times of the Meſ- 
ſizh, or the laſt grand period of the world, 
is ſignified in the prophetick ſtile; and 
is 1o uſed by the Apoſtle in the new 
teſtament. And when he is foretelling ſo 
many matters of leſſer conſequence con- 
cerning Z#dah, how unlikely is it that 
he ſhould not mention this more re- 


markable and material circumſtance, that 


the Meſſiah ſhould ſpring from him? And 
| H2 what 


. 


\ 
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what goes before and follows after in 
this verſe, can agree to no other perſon 
but the Meſſiah; and does all exactly agree 
to him; as we ſhall ſhew when we come 
to conſider them. 

In the mean time I ſhall propoſe to 
conſider the import of the word, and 
the proper meaning of this name. This 
has created ſome difficulty among inter- 
preters from the various roots from 
whence they dcrive it: There are two 
more principal and conſiderable, and 
which I reckon will take in the full im- 

mow. port. Some derive it from a Hebrew 
word which ſignifies to ſend, and ſo make 

hoy. it ſignify as much as a Meſſenger, or one 
who was to be ſent : Others derive it 
from a root which ſignifies to ſave, and 
to proſper and be at peace, and ſo it will 
ſignify a proſperous ſaviour or peace- 
maker. The One reſpects God who was 
to ſend him; the cther reſpects Us, or 
the great arrand and deſign of his com- 
ing into the world, 3 

g. 1. It ſigniſies a Meſſenger, or one 
who was to be ſent. This is made the 
ſignification of this word: Go waſh in 

Jotnix. 105 pool of Siloam, which is by interpre- 
„tation ſent. This may be conſider'd ei- 
ther as an act of judgment and choice, 

as a prince ſingles out whom he will 


make his Meſlenger, and thinks fit to 
15 ſend 
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ſend upon an important embaſſage; and 
as an act of authority, by which he em- 
powers him to act in his name, and gives 
him full commiſſion: And according to 


this account, the Meſſiahs being one who 


was to be ſent by the Father muſt be 
underſtood to ſignify cither his qua/zfica- 
lion and fitneſs, and that he was the moſt 
proper perſon in all the world; for God 
could not be ſuppoſed to ſend an unqua- 
lified perſon, or one who was lcſs fit ſor 
the purpoſe he was to come about : This 
would be a reflection upon the divine 
wiſdom, as if he knew not what was 
fit, or would fruſtrate his own deſign. If 
he is the meſſenger of God to the loſt 
world, and one who is to be ſent by 
him; then he muſt be qualified for the 
work he was to be ſent about. God has 
ſingled and choſe him out from all eter- 
nity in the ſecret counſels of his will, 
as a proper perſon to be ſo imployed. 
The dignity of his divine nature, and 
the near alliance he was to aflume to 
ours, rendered him unqueſtionably capa- 
ble, and every way ſuitable ; and ſuth- 
ciently juſtificd the wiſdom of the divine 
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moſt important nature, who was the word 
made fleſh, and God manifeſted in our 


- 


Joh. vii. 


Or elſe it muſt ſignify his ordination 
and appointment. He was ſent of God, 
and did not come before he was ſent, 
or undertake a deſign he had no right 
to intermeddle with: I am not come of 
my ſelf, but he who ſent me is true, whom 
ye know not. There is a great difference 
between meer qualification for any of- 
fice, and authority and right : I may be 
ſufficiently capable of doing that which 
yet I have no right to do; and tho' I 
may have a natural qualification, I have 
not a legal and rightful one. In ſuch a 
caſe to buſy one ſelf is not only unwar- 
rantable for wardneſs, but preſumptuous 
arrogance; and is not like to proſper by 
a divine blefling, but to be blaſted by a 
divine rebuke. If it were poſſible to con- 
ccive, that Chriſt had come into the world 
without the allowance and appointment 
of the Father, tis not poſſible ro under- 
ſtand how he could have anſwered the 
end : For we were the creatures of God, 
and had forfeited our lives; we lay un- 
der the ſeizure of law and juſtice, and 
who had any right to meddle with the 
creature of God without his leave, or 
power to reſcue them out of his hands, 
but by his own conſent, | 


Wow 


Meſſiab the 0 ILOH. 


Now his being the ſent of God does 
moſt directly imply his appointment and 
commiſſion from heaven; and that he was 
ordained to this office, and empowered 
to act. He came into the world in pur- 
ſuance of an eternal agreement, and about 
the important truſt committed to his care: 

He received full inſtructions from heaven, 
and authority and commiſſion to do what - 
ſoevet was neceſſary to the deſign he came 
upon. Hence he is called by the pro- 
phet the angel or meſſenger of the cove- 
nant; and is ſo often repreſented in the Fay 
goſpel as one who was /ext: And to rt . 
fame ſenſe tho' in another cxpreſſion; 
Him hath God the father ſealed. And 
this ſenſe of the word is exactly 8 
fed by that repreſentation of the Apoſtle: 
Conſider the apojtle and high prieſt of our Heb. iii. 
Profeſſion. He was the Apoſtle as well 
as high Prieft of our profeſhon, . e. 
One who was ſent of God with full au- 
thority, and extraordinary commiſſion 
for the great purpoſes he came about. 
The performance of all was the work of 
Chriſt ; the ſending him into thie world 
was the act of the Father, tho' not in- 
deed without his own conſent z and there- 
fore we find he declared his commiſſion, 
and kept ſtrictly to it; I ſeek not n own lo“ v. 30. 
will, oy the will of the father which" 

H 4 bath 


vi. 27. 
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hath ſent me. And, This commandment 
received If my father. 
F. 2. It ſignifies a proſperous ſaviour, 
or peace-maker; and ſo theſe two things 
are implied in it: The ſaving deſign which 
he was to come about; and his proſpe- 
rity and ſucceſs in it. 
I. The faving deſgn he was to come 
about. This was to reconcile God and 


man together who were in enmity and 


at a diſtance; and ſo 'tis of the ſame 
import with the name Jeſus or a Saviour. 

We may conceive the caſe thus: All the 
attributes of God reſcnted the injury of 
our apoſtacy, and roſc up to revenge their 
reſpective quarrel ; his deſpiſed goodneſs, 
and provoked juſtice, and {lighted power, 
and blemiſhed truth; conſpired together 
to demand ſatisfaction, and plead their 
ſeveral cauſes againſt the ſinner. This 
was their common voice; © Let the ſin- 
« ner be puniſhed ; let the threatning of 

the broken law be executed; let night 
« and juſtice take place. Mercy was only 
left to intercede, and mercy prevailed in 
the grand debate. This was the vnly 
conſideration, and in ſeeming oppoſition 
to all the reſt: That mercy would be 
« eminently\diſplaycd and exalted; and 
this _ conſideration bore down all 
opps ſition. 
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Now the great Shiloh in theſe circum- 
ſtances undertook to repair the breach be- 
tween God and man; to retrieve the in- 
jury done to the divine perfections, and 
reconcile their different claims; and to 


anſwer the demands of law and juſtice. 
He ſeaſonably ſtept in between the flam- 


ing anger of God, and the guilty world, 
and ſtopt the current of divine vengeance, 
which was rcady to flow down and over- 
whelm it. This then was the language 
of the Peace maler: Spare the ſinner's 
« life, tho' mine fall a ſacrifice; reſtrain 
ce the torrent of thy wrath, and let the 
effects of it light on me; let theſe re- 
bels eſcape, and their iniquity be laid 
« n me. Let me be puniſhed, and they 
* diſcharged ; accept the ſccurity I offer 
« for their releaſe, Let me ſtand bound 
« to God, and accountable to juſtice on 
e their behalf.” And accordingly: we 
find he actually performed, as well as 
graciouſly undertook this great deſign, He 
laid down his life a ſacrifice, and bore 
the weight of puniſhment which would 
have ctuſht the ſhoulders of an angel, 
and ſunk. the whole creation ; And by 
the merit of his ſacrifice attoned the di- 
vine diſpleaſure, and. diſpoſed him to 
friendſhip, as well as mercy. He made 


a more complete ſatisfaction to God for 


the wrong done, then the {ſufferings 4 


* 
yy 
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all the world could ever have done; and 
brought à more abundant honour to the 
divine perfections, then the ſins all the 
world had diſhonoured him. He ren- 
dered it worthy of God, and conſiſtent 
with all his perfections, to ſhew mercy 


Eph. ii. 4. to returning ſinners. So he is our peace 


He is the matter of it, or the peace- of- 
fering to God: He made peace by the 
facrifice of himſelf. 

2. His proſperity, and ſucceſs in it: 
So he is the Proſperer as well as the Sa- 
viour : This appears eſpecially in the ac- 
ceptance and efficacy of what he did with 
God. His performance was infinitely 
approved by the Father: He declared by an 
audible voice, immediately from heaven, 
two ſeveral times, at the time of his 
baptiſm and transfiguration ; This is my 
beloved Son in whom I am well pleaſed. 


Eph. v. z. And the Apoſtle tell us, He gave him- 


felf an offering and ſacrifice to God for 
a ſweet ſmellmg ſavour. And in con- 
ſequence of this, we find that God is re- 
conciling the world to himſelf thro Chriſt, 
or in conſideration of his being made a 
ſin-offering. He has appeaſed the anger 
which the ſin of man had provoked, and 
propoſed terms of peace to ſinful rebels: 
He is willing for Chri/?'s ſake to forgive 
their ſim, and receive them to favour up- 
on their ſincere ſubmiſſion and compli- 
_... | ance 
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ance with him. So the Apoſtle ſays, HeEph. il 
hath reconciled us to God in one body by the Hens 


[lam the enmity TAY: 
or in himſelf: And we are recone:le 
the death of his fon, and in the body 
his fleſh thro' death: And he has ma 
peace by the blood of the cr. God is 
declared reconciled to ſinners for the ſake 
of Chriſt, upon the gracious terms of Cre 
goſpel. 

Beſides, it further appears in the Arai 

ty and power to which he is advanced. 


eroſs, havi 


He is a victorious and triumphant Saviour, 


who has accompliſhed his faving' deſign, 


and is advanced to the higheſt dignity © 
m 


and honour; for he has all 
heaven and earth: And he is made both 
Lord and Chrift ; and the Lord both of 
_ the liui and of the dead. And God 
off ro highly 2 — him. 2 he 
ſt ed our ſin, he {at down 
on hh ri wr Le the — on High, 
and is oo lamb 125 in the midj} of the 
throne. He has a dignity and glory found- 
ed upon his ſufferings and death. So he 
is a Pricſ upon 4 throne in the language 
of the e a royal prieſt. And a 
tes and Saviour, in that of ths . 
*y 
He is advanced to the 2overniuent of 
the fallen world as the reward of his un- 
dertaking, and has ſet up a ſpiritual _— 
om 


10 
Col. i. 20. 


he reconciled. And this was pro 
i- concerning him; ben thou ſb 
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dom in oppoſition to the kingdom of 
darkneſs; and by the power of his 
grace, makes the bleſſed deſign take ef- 
fect. He recovers out of the apoſtate 
world a numerous ſced, and reſcues re- 
bels from the dominion of the devil, and 
brings them back to their allegiance to 
God. He triumphs over the power of 
darkneſs, and prevails againſt all oppoſi- 
tion. Ie who were enemies in your 
by reaſon of wicked works ; yet now hath 
your _ 


his ſoul an offering for ſin, Je foal Ts 


His ſeed, and pr — days : The plea- 


4 Furs 


fo if the lord ſb oſper in his Tone of 
ſball ſee of 2 — of his ſoul and 
and by his knowledge ſhall 
my rig. —ů— ify many. So 
the antient Hebrew paraphraſt renders the 
text, His ſon, the ſon of Judah; and ex- 
preſly calls him, The king Meſſiah. And 
the Ixxii. render it, He for whom 'tis laid 
up, or does belong; i. e. the ſcepter and 
law-maker. And this ſence exactly agrees 
vith all the circumſtances of the place; 
the ſcepter and lau- maler, and the obe- 
dience or gathering F the people ta him; 
denote his being a ruling Saviour, and 
having proper empire and dominion. The 
government ſhould not ceaſe in _ 


till it ſhould begin in Chriſt, 


PR 
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II. The prefixed and determined time 
of his coming. This is repreſented un- 


109 


der a double character; 1. Negative, The 


ſcepter ſhall not depart from Fudab. 2. 
Poſitive, To him ſball the gathering of the 
people be. The time is determined not 
by prophetick numbers, as thoſe in Da- 
niet and the Revelations, which are more 
difficultly underſtood, and more eaſily 
liable to miſtake : But by publick events 
which were viſible and notorious, and 
gave the moſt caſy and ſenſible evidence. 
I ſhall briefly open the meaning of the 
expreſſions, and ſhew the accompliſhment 
of them in Chriſt. . | 
F. 1. The negative character: The 
. ſball not depart from Fudah, nor 
a lau. giver from between his feet. © 
I. As to the meaning of the expreſ- 
ſions. The regal power, or proper ſu- 
premacy among the Fews belonged to 
the tribe of Judah, which was the royal 
tribe; as the prieſtly office was proper 
to another tribe, the tribe of Levz. This 
is evident from the Apoſtles account; 
For he of whom theſe things are ſpoken 
pertaineth to another tribe, of which no 
man gave attendance at the altar ; for 


tis evident our Lord ſprang out of fu- 


dah, of which tribe Moſes ſpake nothi 
concerning prieſthood. The whole and 
9 


Heb. vii. 
13, 14. 


| 
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of Judea, and the people of the Jeu, 

took their name after the captivity, from 

the cy of this tribe: Thau art 

be whom thy brethren ſball praiſe, v. 8. 

which is the ſigniſication of the name. 

The ruling power was taked from Nuben, 
and —— to Judah. 

The word we render ſcepter, Genifies 

a trile as well as a ſcepter, and ſo is applied 

by Moſes to the tribes of Iſrael; and 

then it ſignifies that Judah ſhould con- 

tinue a diſtinct tribe till Chriſt the Meſ- 

ſiah ſhould come; and ſo we find the 

tribe of Judah was continued diſtinct, 

with a clear ſucceſſion of families, and 

race of princes and rulers, even in their 

moſt declining ſtate; and kept up ſome 

form of government all along, when the 

other tribes by the juſt judgment of God 

for their ſins, were diſperſed, and their 

government and gencalogies confounded 

2 * vii. and deſtroyed: T hey ſought their regiſters 

1 . them who were reckoned by genea- 

, but it was not found. There Was 

a particular care of proyidence watching 

1 Sam. xi. over it; for we read, The tribe of Fudah 

5. wasmumbredapart in Dauids time. And 

xxiy. 9. the prophets were very careful of the 

genealogy of this tribe, even in the times 

of the captivity, as appears from Ezrah 

E. ; and Nehemiah : The tribes of Benjamin 


and Lew cleaved to this tribe, and 
were 
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were incorporated with it after the cap- 

tivity. | 
Or elſe rather it fignifies according to 

our tranſlation, a ſcepter; and ſo it im- 

ports power and authority, or rulers and 

governors which ſhould be in this tribe: 

For a ſcepter is an enſign of government; 

ſo tis uſed by the prophet; The pride of Zach. x. 

Moria ſhall be brought down, and the 

ſcepter of Egypt depart away : Their ty- 

rannical power over the poor Fews ſhall 

ceaſe. And king Ahaſuerns held out the Eft. i zr. 

golden ſc And tis laid, that Judah 1 | 

above his brethren, and of him , Chron 

came the chief ruler. 1 
And when tis ſaid, The ſtepter ſpall | 

not Judah; the meaning is, 

that it ſhall x not totally depart, never to 

return any more to it, or ſo as to be ſet- 

tled in any othet tribe. It might depart 

in ſome meaſure, and for a ſhort ſpace, 

like the interregnum in a kingdom; as 

the caſe mentioned in the prophet: So 

that ſhe hath no ſtrong rod to be @ ſcep- bre ur 

ter to rule. While a people are governed '* 

by their own laws, and have rulers of 

their own nation, and their own choiſe; 


the ſcepter is not departed from them. 
Nor a law-giver from between his 
feet: By law-giver we muſt underſtand 
any leſſer power then the regal, as judges, 
magiſtrates, and ſubordinate rulers, ſuch 

| . as 
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as Zerubbabel after the captiviry. And 
probably with reference to this propheſy, 
we read, Fudah is my law-griver ; any 
one who exerciſes juriſdiction, as well as 
thoſe who make laws. Some chooſe to 
underſtand it of the doctor, and teaches 
of the law, who explain and enforce the 


-» obſervation of it; ſo we often read of 


ſcribes and rulers. From between his feet : 
Some think tis an alluſion. to a lion 
couchant to which Judah is compared be- 
fore, and to ſignify no more then before 


Him; becauſe whatever is between his 


feet in that poſture, is moſt properly be- 
fore him; and what is before him muſt 
be between his feet; which is an ingeni- 
ous interpretation. But it ſeems rather to 
be a modeſt expreſſion to ſignify being 
born of him, and brought up with 
him; ſpringing from Nis loins, and of 
his poſterity ; ſo the expreſſion is uſed 
of the tender and delicate woman: And 


Deuter. towards her young one who cometh out 


A. 58. ram between her feet, and towards her 


children which ſbe ſball bear. 

There were governors of ſeveral kinds, 
ſometimes kings; ſo the government be- 
gan in this tribe in the perſon of David, 
and continued in his family for five whole 
ages; then rulers and captains after the 
captivity; as Zerubbabel, Ezrah, Nehe- 
miab, who were all of this tribe; and 

: | afterwards 
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afterwards the Maccabees, who fixed it 
in the great council of the Sanbedrim 
who were of the tribe of Judah, tho 
ſome of them were of the tribe of Levi, 
which was now incorporated with that 
of Judab. The plain meaning of all 
is, that there ſhould be a diſtinct govern- 
ment and polity among the Fews, in 
one form or other, cither kings or ru- 
lers, in this tribe, till the Meſſiah ſhould 
come; and then Judah it ſelf ſhould loſe 
all form of temporal government, and 
be diſſolved both as a tribe and as a com- 
mon- wealtn. | | 
2. As to the accompliſhment of it in 


Shiloh; or how they were fulfilled in 


him, and are a proof of his coming, 
Tis evident, the Fews had a government 
of their own, and among themſelves, 


tho' in different forms all alohg from 


their coming out of Egypt ; firſt under 


the conduct of Moſes and Foſbua in the 


wilderneſs, and afterwards under their 
Judges, before it was ſettled in the tribe 
of Fudah: then under their kings; and 
after the Captivity, by Leaders and Cap- 
tains; and laſtly under the Matcabees, 
which continued to the coming of Chriſt; 
and were of the tribe of Fudah, They 


maintained ſome government under all 


the diſadvantage of their circumſtances; 
* in their MG in ſtate in the _ 
I,. . F n 
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Hag. i. 1. 


jewiſb ſenate long ſtruggled with him 


Matt. ii, 


I, 22. 


the exerciſe of his p 
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nels, and during their long captivi 
Babylon. He led them by 
Moſes ; and Zerubbabel is <xpreſly called, 


the governor or captain of Fudah. 


Thus it continued with them till the 
; the roman emperor, 
in whole time they became a conquered = 


time of A 


nation, and at laſt a roman province. 
Herod, the ſon of Antipater, who, whe- 


ther he were an [dumean or Edomite, or 


deſcended from jewsſh anceſtors, after 
their return from the 6aby/oniſb captivity, 
is not ſo certain; was however firſt made 
king of Judea by the roman power, and 
was tri to Ceſar: And tho' the 


about it, yet they yiclded to him in the 
laſt year of his rcign, and took the oath 
of allegiance to him; which was the 


read, that Herod and his ſon Archelaus 
reigned in Fudea. Herod reigned one 
year after the birth of Chriſt, and Ar- 
ehelaus ten; and the year after, which 


was the twelfth year of our Lord's age, 


and the forty ſecond of Auguſtus's reign, 
when he firſt appearcd in the temple in 
rophetick office z Cy- 
renius, the Præfect of Syria, by order of 
Auguſtus, reduc'd Fudea into the form 
of a roman province, and inſtead of their 
own governors, appointed à roman pro- 
SOR | cutatot 


captivity in 
the hand of 


firſt year after our Lord's birth. So we 


gs 
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curator over it; who took away the power 
of life and death, and introduced the ad- | 


miniſtration of juſtice according to the 
roman law. We find the jewiſh Sund. 


herim had loſt their judicial power; for 

they could not put our Lord to death, 
bur brought him to the roman govet- 
nor. 


And now the ſeepter was departed from 
Judab, and the law-giver. from between 
his feet, in a great meaſure. They had 
no longer the proper ſupremacy of their 
own, the' they were allowed the uſe of 
their own laws among themſelves; but 
were t under the roman yoke, had 
governors appointed them by another 
power, and not of their own nation. So 
we find the Jett beat this teſtimony 
- —.— themſelves: Tone wt fo them, John xix. 
H your c teſt 5 
Eee PE hve 8 like but 227. 4 

And about forty years 1 * our Lord's 
Aſeenſion, the Jeu were overcome af- 

ter a terrible ſeige, and the city and tem- 

ple of Feruſalem, entirely deſtroyed, 

by the Roman armies under Titts ; 

the Whole nation which remained, 

were ſcattered abroad, and all their go- 
yernment entirely diſſolved. And tis a 

viſible fact, that the Fews have had no 

civil government among themſeh es in 

any part of the world, for near ſeventeen 

12 hundred 
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hundred years together; but live under 


the laws and government of the ſeveral 


nations in which they are diſperſed; a 
hated and deſpiſed people, and frequent- 
ly injured and oppreſſed, who were once 
a choſen and peculiar people, above all the 
nations of the earth. So the words of the 

prophet are accompliſhed : For the chil- 


Hol. Do 7 Iſrael ſball abide many days with. 


out a king,and without a prince, and with- 
out a ſacrifice, and without an image, and 
without an Ephod, and without a Tera- 
phim. And this was the full and proper 
accompliſhment of this prophecy. So 
that the force of this proof lies here: If 
the ſcepter is departed from Judah, and 
a law-giver from between his feet; if the 
proper government of the jewiſh nation 


is utterly loſt and deſtroyed 3 then tis 


certain, the Meſſiah muſt be come, and 
we are not to look for another. If this 
happened at our Lord's appearance in the 
world, and was fully compleated a little af- 
ter; chen he muſt be the true Meſſiah, who 
was propheſied of ſo long before under 
this character. And if he is not already 


come as the Jews pretend, we demand 


of them, What is become of the ſcepter 
7 Judah? Where is the law. giver from 

tween his feet? Let them ſhew us any 
form of civil eee among Ge 
£ PRI elves 


L. 
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ſelves in any part of the world. I pro- 

ceed now to, 

F. 2. The poſitive character of his com- 

ing: To him ſhall the gathering of the 

nations be. And here firſt for the mean- 

of the expreſſion, which is more ob- 

vious and caſy to determine: We muſt 

conſider, the Church of God lay in a nar- 

rower compaſs for many ages together, 

and was confined to the family and ſeed 

of Abraham, during' the 'whole period 

of the moſaick diſpenſation; which was 

about two thouſand years. They were 

the peculiar people of God, who en joyed 

2 privileges above al} other nations 3 
egave his ſtatutes and his judgments 

unto Iſrael, he hath not dealt ſo with any 

nation: And this was the great advan- 

tage of the Few'above the Gentile, that 

unto them were committed the oracles of Rom. ith 

God." They had the ſupernatural revela-- * 

tions of the divine will, the worſhip. of 

the true God, and the care and protection 

of a ſpecial providence : Therc was a 

wall of partition between them _ the 

reſt of the world, g 
But when the great Shiloh ould ct como, 

the gathering of the people was to be to 

him; that is, the obedience and ſubjec- 

tion of the other nations of the world; 

for ſo the ſame word ſignifies in the only 

place Where tis uſed beſides. The na: Pro. xxx* 

SI. tions“ 
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Rev. i. 3. tions ſhould own his authority, and he 

ſhould become the prince of the kings of 
0 earth; of which his riding in ſtate 

to Feruſalem was . emblen hich =” 

ow ix. mentioned L by. the ak et Zachariab. 

So that this expre plainly ſignifies 

the — and fubmi on of the gen- 

tiles to the Meſſiah, and their admi lon 

into his church and ki nien The ſcep- 

ter ſhould not OS Judab, till 

he took upon him the kingdom, and 

drew a conſiderable part of the heathen 

world under his government; and ſet 

up his kingdom which ſhould be an ever- 

ing kingdom. God would not deſtroy 

the antient tate of the Fews, till he had 
erected a new one among the Gentiles, and 
the kingdom of the Meſſiah took place. 

So ſome interpreters connect this latter 

_ clauſe with the foregoing; Until 

| 22 e and until the gathering of 
ve peep le be unto him. According to the 

Mat.xxiv. — reſſion of the cvangeliſt: Aud this 
4 goſpel of the kingdom ſball be preached in 
the world, for a witneſs unto all na- 

tions, and then ſball the end come, i. e. 

in all the of the roman empire, 

and then will follow the deſtruction of 
Feruſalem and of their whole ſtate; which 

is referred to in all the following parts 

of the chapter, and deſcribed in the molt 


moving 
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— — manner by Joſepbus the Jewiſb 
And this E 5 to what was pro- 
pheſied of him elſewhere: 15 So 1 Lai. xi. 1a. 
there ſball be a root of Feſſe, who — 
ſtand for an en the people, to it 

the —.— truſt, and his 775 ſhall be — 
ous : Which the Apoſtle refers to; There 


ſhall be 4 root of eſſe, and be ſhall riſeRon. 


o reign over the gentiles: in him ſhall '* 
2 entiles truſt. And the angel ſpeaks 

| ſenſe ; He ſhall be great, and ſball Luke i. 

be called the ſo of the ſt, and the 3* 

Lord God ſball giue unto — the throne 


2 1 2440 2 David, and he ſball — 
there jb od 


houſe acob for 
— bis kingdom — 2.7 —— 
as propheſied, Ther the _ of Rev. xi, 

a earth ſhall become the kingdoms f 15. 
the Lord, and of his Chriſt. This is _ .- 
plain ſenſe of the expreſſion. 

Now let us conſider, ſecondly, the ac- 
compliſbment of it in the Meſſiah, or how 
this agrees to the great Shz/ob. Thus it 
was in fact: When our Lord himſelf firſt 
preached the goſpel of the kingdom, their 


peel from _ . multitude of the zutt. ir. 


and from Decapolis 


„ 7 


to him from all quarters, and of all na- 


tions of men. And ohn's diſciples came 
4 4 | ta 


eruſalem, — from Jude, 
2 from an Jer Jordan: They ym - 
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John iii. to him with this relation; He who was 
26. with thee beyond Jordan, to whom thou 
beareſt witneſs, behold the 2 baptiſeth, 

and all men come unto him. And we 

find it was the complaint of the council 

xi. 48. Of the chief prieſts and phariſees; A hat 


do we? for this man does miracles ; 
if we let him thus alone, all men will be- 
lieve on him. 


When the Holy Ghoſt deſcended upon 
the Apoſtles at the time of pentecoſt, 
| after our Lord's aſcenſion, we read, That 
AQ. il. 5, there were dwelling at Feruſalem Fews 
9% 12+ devout men, out of every nation under 

heaven: Parthians, Medes, Elamites, 
dwellers in Meſopotamia, &c. and they 
were all amazed. And upon Peter's 
preaching to them, they were pricked at the 
heart; and repented and were baptiſed ; 
45- and there were added to them above three 
thouſand ſouls, at one time, of the mixed 
Act. v.14. multitude of all nations. And belie vers 
were more added to the Lord, a multitude 

both of men and women. 
And when the Apoſtles went into all 
the world, and preached the goſpel to eve- 
ry creature, many of the gentile nations 
were brought to believe in him: And 
the chriſtian church was not confined to 
any peculiar pcople, or favorite nation, 
but extended to all parts of the roman 
empirc,”and ſpread over a great Renee 
| | % 3 C 


a — 
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the gentile world in a few years. So 
that when the chriſtian ſtate, or kingdom 
of the Meſſiah was ſet up in the world, 
the peculiarity of the jewiſb nation ceaſed, 
the wall of partition was broken down, 
and the gentiles were taken into the 
chriſtian church. This the Apoſtle rere 
ſents diſtinctly; For he is our peace uubo ꝑph. it, 
hath made both one, and broken down the 14,15, 16. 
middle wall of partition between us; hav- 
ing aboliſhed in his fleſb the enmity, even 
_ the law of commandments, contained in 
ordinances, to make in — of twain, 
one new man, and reconcile both to God 
in one body by the croſs ; and came and 
preached peace to them who were a far. 
off, and tothemwho were nigh,i.e. To the 
gentile world as well as to the Jewsz' 
and they are no more ſtrangers and fo- 19. 
reigners, but fellow-citizens with the 
ſaints, and of the houſbold of God : The 
gentiles were taken into the chriſtian” 
church, and admitted to equal privileges 
* | * Jews. So 465 — | 
ghteouſneſs of G att eſus Rom. ili. 
Chriſt is —— ay them = | 226 
believe, for there is no difference. And 
again, God is not the God of the Jews / 
only, but of the Gentiles, and juſtifies , 30 
the circumciſion and the uncircumciſion by 
faith. inte ri þ a 
61 There 
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There is now no diſtinction of nation, 
but all who in every nation call on the 
name of the Lord Jcſus Chriſt, and be- 
lieve in him; will be admitted to all the 
privileges of a church ſtate, and be juſti- 
Gal. iti- fied and ſaved. And there is neither Few 
Chor iti, wor Greek, bond nor free ; male or female ; 
1. for ye are all one in Chrift Feſus, and 
. Chrift is all and in allo There is no dif. 
ference in the chriſtian diſpenſation, of 
nation, condition, or ſex, and they are 
all equal and alike in theſe reſpects. Now 
Rer. vii. g. here was the gathering of the people unto 
him, a great multitude which no man could 
— of all nations, and kindred, and 
le, and tongues. A great part of the 
wn world, and of the ſeveral na- 
tions of men, do now profeſs the goſ- 
pel of Chriſt, have been baptiſed in his 
name, and liſted themſelves under the 
banner of the croſs. And this is another 
evidence, that the p — — 
becauſe the gathering of t has 
deen to — the great maker 
has removed all marks of diſtinction and 
peculiarity, the ground of mutual enmi- 
ty; and receives men of all nations into 
the chriſtian church. 


III. I ſhall apply what has been aid 
in dons + e remarks. = | 
1. We 
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1. We learn from hence, the prophe- 
tick ſpirit of the fathers. The extra- 
— diſcoveries of the will of God 
to eminent ſaints, in thoſe early times, 
and before there was a ſtanding reyela- 
tion to the world; was ſuitable to that 


12 þ | 


diſpenſation of things, and an argument 


of the wiſdom and condeſcention of the 
great God in dealing with men in a way 
agrecable to the circumſtances of- their 
caſe. And eſpecially dying ſaints have 
been favoured with a remarkable ſpirit 
of propheſy, and God often revealed 
himſelf to them in an extraordinary man- 
ner, at ſuch a time. So Jacob now about 
to die foretells the events of the 


church of God, and what ſhould. befal. 
it in after times: Gather your ſebves to- v. 


gether, that I may tell you what ſball be- 
Ae in the leſt days, And this accounts 


very much for the ceaſing of thoſe extra- 


ordinary diſcoveries to eminent ſaints in 


later ages, and under the preſent diſpen- 
ſation, when we have a written revela- 
tion; and that is now compleat, 
ſame with ours. They and we are ſaved 
in one and the ſame way, tho not in all 
the circumſtances alike; that is, by faith 


and. rejoiced: And God 


waited 


was the 


in the Meſſiah. Abraham ſaw bis day jo. vii. 
preached the 45. 


cabal to Abraham: And dying Taras Get . 


18. 
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waited for the ſalvation of the Lord; 
which probably refers to his expectation 
of the Meſſiah, and is repreſented by old 
Simeon in the ſame terms; when it was 
revealed to him, that he ſhould not ſee 
death till he had ſeen the Lord's Chriſt: 
Luke it. For mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation. 

Their faith terminated on Chriſt the 
promiſed ſeed, and great Shiloh, as well 
as ours; only with this difference, that 
they believed on a Meſſiah, who was to 

come ; and we believe on one already 

come: They expected him according to 
promiſe; we believe in him as already 
ſent in the fulneſs of time. It was not ano- 
ther way, but-the ſame way of ſalvation 
to faln man, tho' under a different diſ- 
penſation, and with different iN of 
light and grace 
3. The excellency of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt the promiſed Shilob. Let us con- 
template him under this character, as the 
appointed as well as proſperous ſaviour 
and peace maker; to join both the ſenſes 
of theſexpreſſion together; who was to 
make peace between God and man, and 
between man and man; to reconcile the 
offended majeſty of heaven to ſinful men, 
and reconcile men to one another, and 
join them together in one body, who. 
were before at enmity With God, ahe” 


with -—onartanh EDD. BY ISL 
bat 1 "WI How 
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How glorious a perſon muſt he be who 
has made peace, and reconciled ſuch di- 
ſtant extremes? How endeating a repre» 
ſentation ought this to be to us? How 
ſweet is the ſound of ſeſus Chriſt, the 
anointed Saviour; and how comfortable 
the thought that he is a proſperous one? 
How highly ſhould this recommend him 
to our eſteem and love, and raiſe our 
higheſt regards, and the deareſt 8 
of our ſoul?s 

4. The un quaticnatie exidencs of the 
truth of — goſpel, and that the pro- 


miſed Meſſiah is indeed come. The cha- 


racter of him, and marks of his appearance, 
exactly agree to the bleſſed ſeſus. We 
ſce the accompliſhment of theſe two 
ſigns of the promiſed Shiloh: The ſcep- 
ter is departed from ; and the ga- 
 thering of the people is to bim. Theſe 
are vilible facts in the view of the world, 
and are ſtanding evidences of the truth 
of the goſpel, and of the coming of the. 
Meſſiah. And as this conſideration is 
very proper for the conviction of the 

ews, and a great aggravation of their 

lindneſs and unbelief; ſo tis a great eſta- 
bliſhment of our faith, and confirmation 


of the truth of the goſpel to the end ho 
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what remains; of every other propheſy 
concerning him, and of whatſoever he 
has promiſed and undertaken; as the 
calling of the Fews, and the fulneſs of the 
gentile world; which the Apoſtle calls 
of the natural branches into 
e — as well as thoſe who 
— wild by nature. Now when we 
have ſeen Te accompliſhment of this 
great propheſy of the Meſſiah's coming, 
in ſo punctual a manner, at ſo great a 
diſtance; we may warrantably expect the 
fulfilling of all the reſt, and the full per- 

formance of every promiſe of God in. 
due time; for the ſame faithfulneſs and 
truth of God is equally concerned and 
engaged in every one of them. Tho he 
may ſeem to Fer: he will not excced 


the appointed time, or fail in the leaſt 


performance. As he is faithful who has 
—— er 
his promiſe. 

Particularly, we may our 
faith from hence of his final appearance. 
The ſcripture ſpeaks of a twofold coming 
of Chriſt; the firſt, and the ſecond ap- 
pearance ; The former was his coming 
in fleſh; the latter, his coming in 72 
appear the ſecond time, without ſin un- 

WL 


5. Leatn the certain accompliſhment of 


a % 8 . 
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to ſabvation: Not to be a factifice for 
fin, but to our compleat and final ſal - 
vation. So he is introduced, ſaying, Be= - - 


. with me. He will come not in the fa. 12. 

Mion of a man, and the form of 4 ſer- 

vant, but in the glories — the Deity; 

it will be the gloriaus appe Ar cg the 

great Goa, — 

Not to ſuffer and die 4. — _ 

but to fit upon a throne : Not to be a 

ſacrifice for ſin, but to be the judge of 

the world ; to accompliſh his great un- 

_ dertaking, and finiſh his mediatorial 

work. And he who ſball come, will 

come, and will not tarry : He will come 

in the fulneſs of time at his ſecond ap 
rance, as he did at the firſt: And the 


d is not ſlack concerning his promiſe, 
— = ready to ſay, — 
[4 ome 35 coming. 9 
r e 
nal appearance; and look and wait with 
humble confidence, and ardent breath 
ing of affection. Say with the church; 
. 
9. Let us labour to ve ready for the 
coming of the Lord, and that we may 
138 in peace: And when, 
ſhall come in the clouds, , and ever) nov. 

> al for him, and they _ 
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| pierced him, and all the kindreds of the 
1 John H. earth ſball wait becauſe of him; we 
25, may have confidence at his appearance; 
and not be aſbamed before him at his 
| 
5 8 '% 7 
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| 
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Exod. xxiii. 20, 21. 


Behold, I ſend an Angel before thee to 
| keep thee in the way, and to bring thee 
into the place which I have prepared: 
Beware of him, and obey his woice 
provoke him not, for he will not par- 
don 2 tranſgreſſion; for 'my name is 
in lim. n 920 a dal 


* 
1 
* 
* 
\ 


E words arc brought in 

ez as 2 promiſe to the 1/fae- 
Lites of ſpecial favour; and 
| i introduced with a call to 
l crtention, as a matter of 
great importance to them, 
and an expreſſion of great condeſcenſion 
9 K and 
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and kindneſs. We may obſerve i in them 
four parts: | | 


I. ThecharaFer under which the Mer 
ſiah is here egg as the An- 
1 gel ſent before them. 


Il. His work and office towards them: 


He ſball keep thee in the way, and 


bring thee mto- the Fw * 1 
have prepared, 


= i * The duty required ds him : 
Beware of him, obey his voice, pro- 


voke him not. 


IV. The reaſon of the regard required: 
For he will not pardon your tranſ- 
preſſion ; for my name is in him.” 1 
ſhall conſider diftindly the: feyeral 
_—_ and then apply chem. 


* 


i * The alurgdter under which the MeC 
ſiah is here repreſented : The Angel ſent 
ore thee, or before thy face; z. e. to 

be their leader and guide; to protect them 
from danger, and provide them ſupplics 
in; their-wildernets ſtate. There is a dit- 
ference among interpreters concerning 
the perſon ſpoken of, and it will be 4h 
per to take notice ot inhere. | — 


* 
4210 $797 * A * 3 #3 4 4424 A N 
. — 
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F. 1. Some underſtand it of creatures; 
and there are two opinions of this kind. 
Some underſtand. it of a created angel ; 
called in ver. 23, my angel : For my angel 
ſhall go before thee, and bring thee unto 
the Amorite and Hittite, So Moſes tells 


- the Loy 2 —— 7 — and 16 
ent an „ at us forth out 
of . And ſo — underſtand that 
paſſage in Jaſbua, when there food 4 man 
over againſt him, with his ſword drawn jog. v. 
in his hand ; and Foſhua went to him, 13, 14. 
and ſaid to him; Art thou for us, or for 
| 2 . And be ſaid, Nay, but 
as captain or prince of the hoſt of the Lord 


am 41 now come: Which is a title given 


to Michael when he appeared to Daniel: 

Bur, lo, Michael one of the chief princes Chap. x. 
came to help: me; or the firſt and captain 13. 
of the princes. And ſo the ſenſe would 

be to this purpoſe: That tho God him- 

ſelf would treſide among them by the 


great ſymbol of his preſence in the cloud 


of glory, yet he would put them under 
the immediate protection and care of an 
angels perhaps, the ſame angel who ſmote 
the furſt born in Egypt, and was preſent 
at the giving the law. And there is no 
doubt but God makes uſe of the mi- 
niſtry of angels in the great appearances 
of his providence in the world, and in 
J yy, 


——— . — —— —— 
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the king of Edom. And when we cried Numb. 


r 


132 Meſſab the ANGEL. 
his care of the church; as the Apoſtle 
Gal it ſays, The law was ordained by Angels in 
'” the hands of 4 Mediator; i. e. by the 
attendance of Angels in the hands of 
Heb. 4. Moſes ; and they are all miniſtring 8 
; to the heirs of ſalvation. 1 


But others underſtand it of Joſbua, * 
who was God's miniſter and inſtrument 


lites into the promiſed land, after the 
death of Moſes. This was an honout 
reſerved for Foſbua for his remarkable 
integrity thro” all their wanderings in 
the wilderneſs, to bring them into the 
actual poſeſſion of Caanam: So we find, 
Moſes laid his hands upon him and gave 
1516. m @ charge; At his word they ſhall go 
ave s. out; and at his word they ſball come m, 
-  » both he, and all the children of Iſrael 
with bin. And we read, that the Lord 


Ce i Ea 
Moſes all r days of his life. 25 


Joſh. ir. when *tis ſaid my name is in 7 big they 
'+ Uunderſtandir of f the name Feſis, which 
anſwers to the hebrew word Foſbua; and 

which was probably given him upon oc- 

Exod. caſion of his defcating the Amelaliten 
xi. when Meſers hands were lifted up by 
Aaron and Hur ; which was typical of 


ay wg 1 over our ene - 
5 mies 


e c FA 7. 


of his providence in conducting the Iſrae- 
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mics. Joſbua had the ſame name given 
him, which he was to be known by 
when he ſhould appear in fleſn; and 
which was given him by the ſpecial di- 
rection of an Angel. The Apoſtle plainly 
refers to this; Which —— our fathers Mat. i. 1a. 
hy — 22 es, whom 
into t on entiles, W 
—— whe the face of ou Er nes is 
thers. And again, For if Fe gi= * 
ven them reſt, then would he * — | 

wards have ſpoken of another day ; that 
is Joſbua the temporal ſaviour of 1/raet. | 

But the great objection to both theſe 
interpretations is, that the high expreſ- 
ſions afterward uſed, cannot agree in 
their proper ſenſe to either of them; that 
he had power to forgive their ſins, and 
| that his name was in him: for who can 

forgive ſans but God; and who can have 

his name in bim, in a Payer ſenſe, be⸗ 8 
ſides. And therefore, F 
. 2. The generality of chriſtian inter- 


preters underſtand it of the Meſſiab; or : 


the divine Jogos, who is expreſiy called 

the Angel or Meſſenger of the couenant a 
He is the Angel who was ſent before 1: 
the 1/rachites, to direct and conduct them 

thro the wilderneſs, and appear for them 

in all the difficulties of, their way; which 


was another remarkable type of his un- 


. tho nothing kiaders but it 
K 3 mighe 
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might be with the miniſtry and atten- 

dance of creared angels : And- this ſenſe 

beſt i fors with what is here ſaid of him; 

of his forgiving their tranſpreſſions z and 

God's * Kine in — 'Tis highly 

probable, that he was the angel who ap- 

peared to the antient patriarchs all along; 

tis certain, it was ſo underſtood by the 

anticnteſt writers of the chriſtian church : 

Ge.xvii. The Lord who appeared to Abraham in 

i. the plains of Mamre, and lo three men 

food before him: Three angels in the 

appearance of men. And tis ſaid, The 

22 men turned their faces from thence, and 

went towards Sodom; but Abraham ſtood 

yet before the Lord: The angels departed, 

and went for Sodom; and Abraham im- 

mediately addreſſed himfelf to the Lord, 

who remained with him. Theangel of the 

CL“ord called to Alrabam out of heaven, and 

xxii. 15, faid, By my ſelf have I fwory faith the 

16. Lord: And he called the name ofthe place; 

ebovab Ferreh. When Fatob bleſſed Jo- 

Ge. xlviii. E, he faid, The God before whom my 

15, 16. father Abraham and Iſaat tid walk; the 

Cod who fed me all my life lang unto this 

' day; the Angel which redeemed me from 

all evil, eſs the lads Tis the Angel 

whom he invokes to bleſs the lads, © 

This is 1. * Angel who appeared 

. Peared to him in a flame of fire wy 
$615”; , f 


4 
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the midſt of the buſh ; and he looked and 
beheld the buſh burned with fire, and the 
buſh was not conſumed. And then it fol- 
lows, When the Lord ſaw that he turned _ 
aſide to ſee, God called to him out of the * © 
midſt of the buſh I am the God of thy - © 
fathers, the God of Abraham, the God 
9. Tfaac, the God of Jacob: And Moſes 
id his face, for he was afraid to look 
on Gbd. This is referred to by "the _ __ 
 Apoftle; There appeared to him in the _ * 
' wilderneſs of mount Sinai, the Angel of 
the Lord, in a flame of fire in the buſh : 
The Angel of the Lord was the God of 
Abraham ; and is the fame perſon ſpoken , 38. 
of as a prophet to be raiſed up; and as 
the angel who ſpake to him in mount Fi- 
nai. So tis ſaid, The Angel of God who © 
went before the camp of Tſrael removed, Exod-vir. 
and went behind them; and the pillar of 
a cloud went from before their face, and 
tobi behind them. And in another place 
tis faid; The Lord went before them by 
day in the pillar” of 'a clond: Which is 21+ 
the ſame with the Angel in the former 
place. There is another remarkable paſ- 
fage in this book; When Moſes deſſted 
to know whar Meſſenger or Angel G 
would ſend along with him, he tells Him, 
that Hur preſence, or fact ſbonii go Ag 
with him. And Moſes fays, i n 
ſence go not with ts; ler 15 nor 26 hehe: 
* | K 4 For 


* 
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r 
thy peo e ace in thy fight f 
1s 4 — this, 2 — goeſt with us. 
He is the Angel of the preſence ; and 
000i. the glory of God appears to men in the 
iv. 6. face, or in the perſon of Chriſt: The 1/- 
raelites ſpeak of an Angel under the 
name of the Lord their God, who brought 
them out of the land of Egypt, and did 
great figns in their ſaght ; and preſerved 
n them in all the way wherem they went, 
' © "and drove out from before them all their 
enemies: Which are the things here aſcrib- 
ed to this Angel. 

And all this is agrecable to the repre- 
ſentation of the new teſtament, and re- 
ceives light from it: So the Apoſtles ſays; 

Acts vii. This is he who was in the church in the 

38. wilderneſs, with the angel which ſpate 

to him in the mount Sinai, and with our 

fathers, who received the lively oracles 

to giue unto us: And if he was with 

the church in the wilderneſs, and at 

mount Jzu4 ; tis reaſonable to ſuppoſe 

he is. referred to in theſe expreſſions, tho 

there was the preſence and attendance of 

angels with him. And the Apoſtle ex- 

1 Cor. x. 9. preſly ſays in another place; Nether let 

ut tempt. Cbriſt, as ſome of them alfo 

tempted, and were deſtroyed of ſerpents. 
And it: appears by the contexture of 

Apoſtles diſcourſe, that it was Chriſt . 
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is a Son over his own houſe, whom their 


fathers temp 
works forty years. And we read in this 


ted and proved, and ſaw his Heb. i. ' 


ſenſe, of the Angel who offered up. the 3 


prayers of all ſaints, upon the n 4 3 
tar, with much mcenſe. 

And this is very conſonant to the rea- 
ſon of things, and the @conomy 
redemption, which is more clearly re- 
vealed in the goſpel: That the Father 
acts all things by the Son, and is never 
repreſented as appearing viſible, but in 
the perſon of Chriſt; who appeared to 
the antient patriarchs, and at the giving 
the law by Moſes, and conducted and 
guided = children of 1/rael thro' the 
wilderneſs. He led the church in the 
wilderneſs, who is now the Head of 
the Church. But then it does not ſol- 
low, that he muſt be conſidered as the 
meer repreſentative of another perſon, 
or appearing only as a Meſſenger; but as 
ſpeaking in his own perſon, as well as 
appcaring in it: For tis not agreable to 
ſcripture language, or the reaſon of the 
caſe, for the meer repreſentative of ano- 
ther to aſſume the high and peculiar cha- 
racter of the perſon he repteſents, or for 
any inferior being to ſay of himſelf; I 
am the God of Jacob, and the Lord thy 
God; eſpeciallß, where. there appears. 
no PISS, or intimation of ſuch a repte 
Sh - {cutation, 


of out 
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ſentation. The Apoſtles, who were pro- 


2 Cor, v. per emoa Vo fee of Chriſt, and beſeeched 


s ſtead to be reconciled to God, 


men in 


never — of themſelves under his pe- 
culiar titles, but always expreſly diſclaimed 
it, and profeſſed to act in hit name. In 
the name Je eſus Chrift of Nazareth, 


Ad. fi. 6. riſe up And be it known unto 
10. 


you all, wt to all the Iſrael, 
that by the name of Teſts 2 22 


zareth ------ even by him doth this = 


ftand here before you whole. How dif- 


agrcebly would it ſound for Peter to have 
faid ; I am Feſus of Nazareth, or the 
only begotten Hon of God; meaning only 
a repreſentative, or meſſenger of him, 
and one who acted in his name, and by 
his authority. So the embaſſador of a 
ſovereign prince, never aſſumes the pe- 
culiar and diſtinguiſhing character of the 
perſon he repreſents; but acts and ſpeaks 
in the name of his maſter. It would be 
an unuſual ſtile for an embaſſador in a 
foreign court, or a meſſenger from the 
king, to ſay, I am the king of ſuch a 
* country, or © I who ſit upon the throne.” 
Joſeph was prime miniſter in Pha- 
205 court; and had perhaps the fulleſt 
powers which ever were committed to a 
ſubject; for he had the entire direction 
and ſway of all the affairs of Egypt: Pha- 
raoh faid to Joſeph, thou ſhalt be over 
my 
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228 , and according 


vill I be N then thou. See I have ſet 


thee oe all the land of Egypt: And yet 
we nevet find him perſonating Pharaob, or 


uſing his ſtile and character; but always 
acting in his name, and as one deputed 
and 9 by him. 


ort, he ſuſtains the character of 


an * by appointment and conſent, 
in his gracious tranſactions with the 
church, Who was at the ſame time the 


God of Abraham, and the Lord our 


II. His work and office towards them. 
This is repreſented in two inſtances: 
1. To keep them in the way: He was 
to be their guardian Angel, who was to 
direct them all along, and watch over 
them wherever they went, by a pillar of 


clond and of fire by day and 9 
He markt out the way they went, and pro- 


mannet : He walked in the midſt of the 
camp, and appeared for their help in all 
their Aifficultics and ſtraits. So we read, 
He clave the rock in the wilderneſs, 
4 * drink, 5 out Fe a 
brought ans ou 
ens und canſed waters to run down 
rod Foes: He rained down mann 1 
1 


vided neceſſary ſupplies in a miraculous 
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to thy word ſhall Sen. vi. 


my people be ruled: only in the throne ®*: 


1 40 


Pſalm 


xxviii. 16, 


» Meſſiah the ANGEL. 
* to eat, and gave them of the corn 


of heaven ; man Gd eat angels food, he 
ent them meat to the e rained 
fleſh upon them as the duſt, — Feathered 


fowl as the ſand of the ſea; i. e. the 
quails, according to the elegant deſcrip- 
tion of the Pſalmiſt. He provided meat 


and drink for them in the midſt of a wil- 


derneſs for forty years together; and went 
before them, and brought them into the 
Amorites and Hittites, and cut them off 
before them, in ver. 23. He had the 


Tl. inci. charge over them to keep them in all their 


11. 


Joh. ziv. 
2. 


ways, tho he uſed the miniſtry of An- 
gels, and was attended and ſerved by the 
hoſts of heaven. 

2. To bring them into the place which 
he had prepared. The 1xx. read it t 
bring them into the land; that is, to 
conduct them to the promiſed land; 
to bring them ſafe thro all the dangers 
of an howling wilderneſs, and the dif- 
ficultics which befel them, into the land 
of Caanan, which God had promiſed to 
give them; and which was a figure of 
that where Chriſt is now gone to prepare 
a place for all his followers. After a 
journey of forty ycars thro' the wilder- 
neſs, and many difficultics and dangers 
in the way: He brought them to a ſtate 
of reſt and liberty, to a land of plenty 
and abundance. They were mn 70 

we 
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dwell in ſafety in 2 good land, after a 
ſojourning ſtate of toil and difficulty. 
And tho” they were under the conduct 
of Moſes, and afterward of Joſbua, and 
had the miniſtry of angels to attend and 
help them; yet they were under a higher 
direction, . — care of oy by bring 

s ee res 
Ak ode s and ade of the 
earth are required t 5 z and whom all 
the angels of God worſbip. © 


the'Ttaehites thro the wilderneſs, and 


brought them into Caanan, and they were 


under his care and conduct all ones 
how ungratefully wicked were the 


who reje&ed and crucified him when «4 
came into the world; and reproach and. 


pee ny 5 him to this _ 


Il. The duty roquited rownnds "oy 
This is repreſented in three inſtance. / 
1. They muſt wm re of him. The 


words literally from the hebrew lie thus; * 


« Take heed of thy ſelf before him: 


That is, be ſenſible of his preſence with 
you, and have a due reverence of him in 


your minds; carry it towards him with 
all poſſible care and caution: Far the 
Lord and bis 
be wy apprized of the fayour of ſo great 

a pre- 


II eloſe this head with this a A 
If the Lord Jeſus the true Meſliah, led 


goodneſs. They were to 


— 


141 


— 2 —! ͤ 


Meſſiab the ANGEL, 


a preſence, and bear a juſt ſenſe of the 
majeſty and glory of it; and ſhew their 
regard by a reſpectful behaviour; as ſub- 
jects carry themſelves with diſtingniſhing 
reſpect in the preſence of their prince, 
and when they ſtand before the majeſty 
of an earthly ſovereign. Tis as if he 
had ſaid; Don't reckon it a common 
c ' favour to have him with you; or {lighe 
it by di{-regard, and unſeemly behavi- 
* our: Value the privilege: of his pre- 
c fence among you, and carry it toward 
him with all ſuitable reſpect. 
We have two emakable inftances of 
this kind; One was in the Angel who 
ed to Moſes in the burning buſh : 
Exod.iii. raw not nigh hit her; put off thy ſboes 
”* fromoſf thyfeet; for the place whereon thou 
Standeſt is holy ground; i. e. In reverence 
of his preſence there. The other is, where 
they are required to have paddles upon 
their weapons to dig and cover that which 
came from them, when they eaſed them- 
ſelves; and the reaſon aſſigned is, For 
Deuter. the Lard thy God walketh in e. 
it. 14. f thy to deliuer thee --—f 
ſhall, thy camp be haly, that he ſee us 5 
clean thing in thee, and turn away from 
thee, The Apoſtles preſſes a revetent be- 
haviour upon women in chriſtian aſſem- 
Cor. xi. blies, becauſe of ibe Angels; i. e. out 
„ reverence to the preſence of Jon 
o 
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How much more. ſhould we beware. of 
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the Son ts God, and ſtand. in awe — in. 


AR. ets 

pe They w were to ks him. Obey his 
Voice ; i. e. Be JR to the diſcove- 
ries of his will. He has the direction 
and command of you, who gave all the 
ſignifications of the will of God to the 
fallen world, and appeared to the patri- 
archs all along, and gave the law at mount 
Sinai, which was à ſtanding revelation 
to the jewiſbh nation; and directed them 
out of the pillar of a cloud, from time 
to time, in all their wanderings thro? 
the wilderneſs. Now they are required 
to obey him, that is to receive the reve- 
lations of his will, and comply with 
them. They were obliged to, be under 
his government and direction, and yield 
themſelves up to his conduct, as he was 
graciouſly pleaſed to undertake the care 
of them, and be their leader and guide. 
And this was highly reaſonable in them, 


becauſe their ſafety lay in their obedience - 


to him; they could not forſabe him, but 
they muſt forſake their own mercies, and 
deſert their only protection and refuge. 


So we are now required by an imme- 


diate voice from heaven to hear him: 
This ic u beloued Son in whom I am 
well pleaſed, hear ye him. And are ſo- 


lemnly charged, not no refuſe or turn Nat. wil. 
n away Y 
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Heb. xii. i. au from him who ſpeaketh from hea- 


23s 


Heb. iii. in the day of 


ven. Hereupon, 

3. They were to be careful not to pro- 
woke him: Provoke him not. The lxx. 
read it, Diſobey him not ; that is, rebel 
not againſt him who has the care of you. 
Their diſobedience to his will, was their 
provocation of him. When they gr grew 
impatient under their difficulties, and un- 
believing in his promiſes, after all his 
wonderful works; and murmured and 
complained againſt his ſervant Moſes, the 
great inſtrument of their deliverance and 
mercies; then they provoked him, and 
he became diſpleas d with them; and he 
ſhewed his diſpleaſure by ſending plagues 
and judgments upon them, and bringing 
them into difficulties and ſtraits. So the 
Apoſtle ſays, they tempted Chriſt ; by their 
rebellious diſobedience and ungrateful 
complaints, which brought the fiery ſer- 


pent among the people. And he ſpeaks 


of it under the name of the provocation 
temptation in the wilder- 


5,9 neſs; when they tempted him, proved 


him, and ſaw his works; and he was 
grieved with that generation. And this 
was the more needful, becauſe we find 
how prone they were upon every occa- 


ſion to murmur and complain, and to 
run into diſobedience and unbelief. It 


| was a a neceſſary caution in ſuch a circum- 


ſtance, 
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ſtance,” not to provoke him; that is, not 
ro offend him by their fin, and to fear 


his diſpleaſure and rebukes. 


IV. The reaſon of the regard required 


towards him: And there are two reaſons 


here aſſigned of it, both which are de- 
livered in very high and ſtrong expreſ- 


ſions. I ſhall conſidered them both 
briefly. | | 


g. r. He will not pardon your tranſꝑreſ- | 
ſion. Tis expreſſed here in a negative formz 
but in v. 22. tis expreſſed in a direct and 


poſitive way: But if thou wilt obey my 
voice, and do as I ſpeak; then I will be 
an enemy to your enemies. This angel was 


one who was to forgive their ſin, and to 
deal with them according to their beha- 


viour towards him. This was according 
to the glorious name of God proclaimed 


145 


to Moſes: The Lord God merciful and Exod. 
gracious, long-ſuffering, abundant in goog-***"+7* 


greſſion and ſin ; and is made a glory pe- 


culiar to himſelf: I ever I am he who. xiii. 
blatreth out thy tranſgreſſion" for mine 


own ſake, and will not remember thy ſm. 


God? PETTY 
When tis ſaid, that he will not par- 
don their trangreſſion, if they were diſ- 
obedient; it muſt 1 underſtood —_— 
bf \ 


And again, Who can forgive ſm but 


— . ⏑ —— — 
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that he would not diſcharge them from 
their guilt, or obnoxiouſneſs to puniſh- 


ment, he would not hold them guiltleſs, 

and they ſhould not be juſtified in his 

ſight ; but ſtand under an obligation to 
puniſhment, and be chargeable with their 

own guilt: He would be highly dif- 
pleaſed with them for their bold offence, 

and not pardon their iniquity. In this 

Col. ii. 13. ſenſe the Apoſtle ſays; Even as Chriſt 
forgave you, ſo alſo do ye; which is an act 

of favour and grace. Or elſe, that he 
would ſeverely puniſh them, and ſhew 

his diſpleaſure againſt them in ſevere re- 

| bukes: And then tis as if it were ſaid; 

« If you go on in a way of diſobedience, 

& anddon' repent of your iniquity, and 

< turntothe Lord, he will certainly bring 

« terrible judgments upon you, and pu- 

* niſh you for your diſobedience; or in 

Pfal. xcix. the language of the Pſalmiſt, Take ven- 

3. * geance on Jour inventions.” 

And this we find was actually done 
towards them as often as they provoked 
him to anger, and was viſible in the cvent. 

So the Pfalmiſt ſays, Ihen they tempted 
and provoked the moſt high, and kept not 
his teſtimonies, and provoked him to an- 
ger with their high As, and moved 

m to jealouſy with their graven images: 

ow: He was greatly wrath, and abhorred Iſ- 
$6.58. rael, andforſook the tabernacle of Shiloh ; 
28h 1 delivered 
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delivered bis ſtrength into captivity rgave 
his people over to the ſword, fire 
umed them. And the wrath 

Cod came upon them, and ſlew the fat» 
teſt of them, and ſmote the choſen men 


of Ifrael; therefore their days did he con- | 


ſume in vanity, and their years in trou- 
ble. And the Apoſtle tells us for their 
idolatry and fornication, he ſent a plague 
among them, and there died in one day 
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31. 


three and twenty thouſand. And when Cor. . 


they tempted Chriſt, they were deſtroyed 
of ſerpents. And when they murmured, 
they were deſtroyed of the deſtroyer. And 
again, When they would not obey Moſes, 


and made a molten calf, and ſacrified un- cis vii, 
to idols, God carried them away captive 48. 


beyond. Babylon. And this was a ſtrong 
reaſon of ſuitable regard to him, that 
when he was provoked by their diſobe- 
dience, he ſeverely puniſhed them, and 
did not pardon their tranſgreſſions. 
F. 2. That his name was in him. This 
is a very high and peculiar - expreſſion, 
and a juſt ground of all the obedience re- 
quired, The Expreſſion may be under- 
ſtood to ſignify two things. 

1. To fignify his nature to be in him. 
The words in the original lie exactly thus; 
My name is in his inward parts, or in the 
midſt of him ; to intimate the cloſe union 
between them. He not only acted in 
Lk OO L 2 his 
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his name, or by his authority, as the pro- 

phets and apoſtles did, by immediate and 
extraordinary commiſſion and direction 

from God; but he partakes of his nature; 
the only begotten ſon of God partakes of 
the nature and perfection of the eternal 
Heb. i. 8. father, and is the brightneſs of his glory, 
and expreſs image of his perſon. And 
Joh. x. 38. in this ſenſe the father is in him, and he 
3% tn the father, and the father and he are 
one. | 
The name of any thing is often put for 
the thing or being it ſelf; for names are 
uſed to deſcribe the nature and proper- 
tics of things, and diſtinguiſh one thing 

48. i. 15. from another: The number f the names 
Rer. iii. 4. cget her were about an hundred and twen- 
ty. And, Thou haſt a few names in Gar- 
dis. So the name of God is often uſed 
in ſcripture language for his nature : 
When Jacob wreſtled with the Angel, 
Ce. xxxii. ris ſaid; Jacob asked him and ſaid, tell 
29. me I pray thee thy name ; and he ſaid, 
wherefore doſt thou ask after my name, 

and he bleſſed him. And Jacob called 

the name of the place Peniel, for I have 

ſeen God face to face, and my life is pre- 
ſerved. And Moſes is repreſented laying 

to God: Behold, when I come to the 
children of Iſrael, and ſball ſay unto them, 

Exod. iii. The God of your fathers hath ſent me 
13. unto you; And they ſpall ſay * 

8 bat 
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What is his name; What ſhall I ſay unto 


them? God ſaid unto Moſes, I am that 
T am: Which ſignifies the unchangeable 


nature of God. *Tis ſaid of the righte- | 
ous branch raiſed to David: This is the lſa. . 


name whereby he ſhall be called, The Lord © 
our righteouſneſs: Fehovah our righte- 
ouſneſs, which ſignifies the nature and 
eſſence of God: He who has being, and 
is neceſſary and eternal. Tis a remarka- 
ble expreſſion of Agur to this purpoſe: 
Who hath aſcended up into heaven, or 
deſcended ? 2 hath gathered the wind 


in his fiſt ? Who hath bound the waters Pro. xxx. 
in a garment? Who hath eſtabliſhed all + 


the ends of the earth ? What is his name, 
and what is his ſon's name, wha can tell? 
That is plainly, his nature; for otherwiſe 


we do know the name of God, and of 


the Son of God too. | 
In this ſenſe it ſignifies, that he is a 


divine perſon, and partakes of the nature 


and perfections of God; as we find it 
more diſtinaly repreſented in the new 
teſtament. And this to be ſure is the 
higheſt ground of the greateſt reſpect re- 
quired towards him; and ſufficient to juſti- 
fy the higheſt thoughts, and beſt affec- 
tions, and moſt careful regards. But be- 
ſides, 

2. It ſignifies as ar doctrine to be 


in hiq. 80 Calvin reads here; My word 
L 3 is 


- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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is in him. Agrecably to this ſenſe we find 
the law of Chriſt is expounded by his name: 


It. H. 4. The Iſles ſpalltwait for his lau. Which the 


Matt. xii. evangeliſt renders thus, In his name ſball the 


21. 


John i. 18. 


gentiles truſt; and accordingly we are re- 


quired to hear him, and not to refuſe him 

who ſpeaketh from heaven; and 10 learn 
of him who is our only maſter. In this 
ſenſe he is the /ogos, or word of God, 
who reveals the will of God to men; and 
the only begotten ſon, who is in the boſom 
of the father, and hath declared him; or 
revealed his will to the world. And in 
i. him are hid all the treaſures of wiſdom 
and knowledge. So he made known the 
will of God in the ſeveral appearances 
to the patriarchs and prophets; gave the 
law to the jewrſh nation at mount Sinai, 
and brought life and immortality to light 
by the goſpel. He acts with full autho- 


rity and proper powers in revealing the 


will of God to men, and in all his tranſ- 
ations with them. In this ſenſe the 
ewiſh ralers demanded: of the Apoſtles, 


Add. iv.7. By what power, or by what name have 


ye done this. And all power and autho- 


Joh. v.27. rity as well as life in himſelf, is given 


to the ſon. And how reaſonable is all 
the duty required towards him, who came 
charged with the divine will, and clothed 
with divine authority. 


I ſhall 
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I ſhall conclude with ſome practical in- 
ferences from the ſeveral parts of this 
diſcourſe. 

1. We learn to reverence the Son of 
God, the Angel of the covenant, and 
great meſſenger of his mercy to the world. 
He was the great agent in all the divine 
appearances and diſcoveries to men, and 
vouchſafed to bring the glad tidings of 
mercy, and revelations of his will to a 
ſinful world. 'Tis agreable to the œco- 
nomy of our redemption, or the wiſe 
order ſettled for the recovery of fallen 

man: That the eternal Son of God ſhould 
appear and act, and not the perſon of the 
Father; and execute the purpoſes of the 
divine mind. He appeared in a divine 


form, in the form of God, as well as the 


form of an Angel; who was afterward 
to be manifeſt in fleſh, and appear m the 
faſhion of a man. So he who is repre- 
ſented here as an Angel, has the name of 
God in him. 

Let us contemplate the glory and mercy 
of the Redeemer in all hisappearances be- 
fore his incarnation, and all the diſcoveries 
he made of the divine will. Let us greaten 
our thoughts of his glorious perſon, and 
gracious concern for us; who acted a kind 
part between God and man, before he 
appeared in our nature, and was a Me- 
diator between them in all his apearan- 

| | Ces 


| L 4 


152 Meſſiah the ANGEL. 


ces of mercy to the world. And how 
reaſonable is the expectation, that we 
reverence his Son, and adore his glo- 
rious mercy before he came into the 
world. 

2, The ſpecial providence and care of 
Chriſt over his church; He who made 
the world, and is the lord of all, exer- 
ciſes a providence over all the works of 
his hands; the kingdom of providence as 
well as grace, is adminiſtred by the hands 
of the Mediator. But he has a peculiar 
care of the church of God, which he has 
Purchaſed with his own blood. We ſee 
in this inſtance, that he always took care 
of it, and was concerned about it: He 
guided and protected the church in the 
wilderneſs, and conducted them to Caa- 
nan; and ſettled his peculiar people in 
the knowledge and worſhip of the true 
God, when the reſt of the world about 
them were involved in ignorance and 
idolatry. He preſerved them in the midſt 
of innumerable dangers for forty years 
together; and help'd them in every difh- 
culty and ſtrait. He gave them water 
out of a rock, and manna from heaven z 


provided bread and water in a miracu- 
lous manner, He beſtowed peculiar pri- 
vileges and favours upon them, the to- 
kens of a ſpecial preſence, and the marks 


of a «ta care; He kept them 
by 


Meſſiab the ANGEL. 


by the way, and brought them into * 
place prepared for them. 


that he is ſtill concerned for the welfare 
of his church, and will be a/ways with 
them unto the end of the world. He will 
appear for them upon every occaſion, un- 
der the violence of their cnemies, and 
the difficulties of their affairs, and will 


ſupport his church in the world to the 


end of time, in oppoſition to all the pow- 
ers of earth and hell. The reſtleſs ma- 
lice and deepeſt contrivance of all their 
enemies ſhall never prevail againſt it. This 
is a ground of confidence and conſola- 
tion in the worſt circumſtance of things, 
and we may ſing with the church in the 
power of this conſideration; God is our 
refuge and ſtrength, a very preſent help 

in trouble ; therefore, will we not fear 
tho the earth be removed, and the moun- 
tains carried into the midjt of the ſea; 


And we may ſafely depend upon it, 
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tho the waters thereof roar and be trou- Ph. xlvi. 


bled ; tho' the mountains ſhake with the 
ſwelling thereof. Leave all in his hands, 
truſt the concerns of the church with him, 
who is the head of the church, as well as 
the /ord of the world. He will guide 


and keep us in the way, and bring us to 


the place prepared for us; of which the 


carthly Caanan was only a type and fi- 
| gure. 


I, 2. 
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gure. He is gone to prepare à place fur 
4s ; and will ſay at laſt to every faithful 


. follower; Inherit the kingdom prepared 


for you. 


3. Let us be careful to carry it well to- 
wards him; to beware of him, and obey his 
voice and not provoke him. This marks out 
the great inſtances of our duty and concern 
with him. Be ſenſible of the favour of 
his conſtant preſence, and always under 
the awes of it: Be apprized of his all - 
ſuthcient power, and wiſdom, and mercy 
wherever you are, and in all the ſtraits 
and difficulties of your way: Reverence 
him who is always with you, and con- 
cerned for your good. 

And be careful to obey him. Follow 
the lamb wherever he goes, and wherever 
he leads you. He guides us by the pre- 
cepts of his word, and the force of his 
example, and the influences of his ſpi- 
rit : Keep cloſe to your great guide, and 


you will never miſs your way, or make 


a falſe ſtep. Let the ſame mind be in you 


_ which was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus ; and walk 


as he alſo walked, and as we have him 


for our example. Let every thought be 


brought into captivity to Chriſt z and 


what ſdever you do in word or deed, do 


all in the name of Chriſt. Yield to the 


influence and nn of his ſpirit; at- 
tend 
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tend to his holy motions in your ſouls 
in every kind direction, and ſeaſonable 


check and reproof; embrace his gracious + 


aids with humble thankfulneſs and depen- 
dence; fo you may be truly ſaid to be 
filled with the ſpirit, and led by the ſpi- 
rit. | 
And don't provoke him ; take care 6f 


offending and diſpleaſing him, neither 


tempt Chriſt as they did, by diſobedience 
and unbelicf: Don't provoke him to de- 
part from you, or ſhew his diſpleaſure 
againſt you, by ſecurity and careleſſneſs, 
or by boldneſs and preſumption in fin. 
How dangerous muſt it be to provoke 
the Mediator, and make him your enemy, 
who only can make God your fricnd, 
and by whoſe blood you mutt be recon- 
ciled; to offend him who takes care of 
you, and from whom all your ſupplics 
come. Hereupon, | 

4. Let the reaſons here aſſigned be 
motives to our ſuitable regards, and all 
the inſtances of proper duty towards him: 
Namely, that if they were diſobedient 
he would not forgive their ſin, and that 
God's name is in him. Be always aware 
of his preſence, and obey his voice, and 
cautious of provoking him; becauſe he 
will not otherwiſe forgive your tranſgreſ- 
ſion z you deprive yourſelves of the great 
bleſſedneſs 
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bleſſedneſs of forgiveneſs, and bind down 


your own guilt upon your ſouls; and 
expoſe yourſelves to his diſpleaſure, and 
righteous rebukes. As you value the 
favour of Chriſt, and expect his accep- 
tance and protection; as you would not 
fall under his anger, and the ſoreſt ef- 


Plal.ii.12. fects of it — K:/s the ſon leaſt he be angry, 


and you periſh fram the way, when his 
wrath is kindled but a little. And how 
powerful is ſuch a conſideration to any 
ſenſible and ingenuous ſoul ? 

Beſides, the name of God is in him: 
He has the divine nature and perfections, 
as well as made the revelations of the 
divine will to the world. He is a glori- 
ous and divine perſon, as well as the 
merciful ſaviour of men. All our obe- 
dience is due to him upon the account 
of his glorious excellence, and the high 
dignity of his perſon, as well as upon 
the account of his gracious regards and 
concern for us. If then you have any 
value for the only begotten of the father, 
who has the nature of God in him ; or 
to the great prophet of the church, who 
has declared the Father's will to men; 
cither to the greateſt perſon who ever 
came into the world, or the richeſt grace 
which was ever ſhewn it; be carcful to 
do his will, and fearful of offending. 


him, 
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him. And how forcible are theſe con- 
ſiderations to quicken our beſt indea- 
vours, and ſtrengthen the concern of our 
mind ; to engage a conſtant awe of his 


preſence, and obedience to his wil. and 
fear of his diſpleaſure. 


— 
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Numb. xxiv. 17. 


1 ſball ſee him but not now, I ſball behold 
bim but not nigh: there ſhall come a 
ſtar out of Jacob, and 4 ſcepter ſhall 
riſe out of 2 and ſball ſinite the 
corners oab, and deſtroy all the 
children of Seth. 


IS a great diſpute among 
interpreters whether Ba- 
laam was a true prophet, 
tho a wicked man; or 


= x8 a diviner and magician : 
The reaſon of the doubt 
is, that he is called a Sourhſayer = 

n 
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laam alſo the ſon of Beor, a ſoothſaer, Jo. xi. 
did the children of 1ſrael flay with the © 

ſword: That is, one who pretended to 
foretell things, and diſcover ſecrets by 
wicked and diſhoneſt arts, which were 
expreſly forbidden by the law of God. 
Deut. xviii. 10. I think tis moſt probable, 

that he was a true prophet, and under the 
inſpiration of the ſpirit of God; for we 

find he forctells the happineſs of good 

men hereafter, and the miſerable end of 

the wicked: And we read, that God came 

to Balaam by night, and ſaid riſe up, and Numb. 

go with them. And again, The Angel of . 1% 

the Lord ſaid to Balaam, go with thexxii. 20. 

man, but only the word which I ſball ſpeak 3 
to them that ſhalt thou ſpeak. "Tis ſaid, 

The ſpirit of God came upon him: And 

that he heard the words of God, and 

knew the knowledge of the moſt high, 
and ſaw the viſion of the Almighty fal- 

ling into a trance. He ſpeaks of God 8 
in the ſame ſtile and under the ſame 

titles which Moſes always did ; and of- 

fers a ſacrifice to God of the ſame clean 

creatures, which were always offered by Cha. xxili. 
the people of God. Add to this, that 4 
the Apoſtle expreſly calls him a prophet; 

The dumb aſs ſpeaking with man's Voice, 2Pet. iis 

forbad the madneſs of the prophet. He 
was a true prophet, and had extraordi- 

nary communications trom the true * 
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for the preſervation of religion among 
the idolatrous nations in which he lived. 
'Tis not ſo great a wonder, that God 
ſhould put à word into Balaam's mouth, 
tho'a wicked man, as that he ſhould open 
the mouth of Balaams aſs. 

Nevertheleſs tis very likely, that by 
the love of money, and large offers made 
him by Balak, he was afterwards corrupt- 
ed and apoſtatized from God, and perhaps 
betook himſelf to magick arts: So the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks of 'thoſe who followed 

2 Pet. il, the. Way y of Balaam, the ſon of Bezor, 

'%* who loved the wages of . — i 

Jud. ii- And who ran gredily after the error of 
Balaam for a reward. And tis no great- 

cr. prejudice, or more unlikely, for ſuch 

a perſon to deliver a propheſy of the 

Meſſiah, then that Caiphas the great cnc- 

my of Chriſt, ſhould, yet foretell his 

John xi. death: And this ſpake he not of himſelf, 

49+.5% but one high prieſt that year, he pro- 

pheſied rhe % ſhould die for that na- 

tion; and not for that nation only, but 

that alſo he ſbould gather togather in one, 

the children of God which. are ſcattered 

abroad: Or that Judas, a wicked man, 

ſhould be one of the twelve, and proba- 

bly preach the goſpel, and work miracles, 

as well as the reſt. God can imploy and 

over-rule wicked men to ſerve his own 


i , purpoſes, 
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purpoſes, againſt the natural and prevail- 
ing diſpoſitions of their own mind. 


In the propheſy it ſelf I ſhall obſęrve 
thee parts ; 


I. The time of his ap pearance, or when 
it ſhould happen 79 75 all ſee him but 
wt 80 1 bat im, but not 


nigh. 
IL The deſcription of his perſon, ; 
jonas is two fold; A ſtar coming / 
Jacob, and a ſeepter riſing out 

of lſracl. 


III. An account of his performance, 
which is alſo two fold; His con- 
queſt of his enemies; He ſball ſmite 
the corners of Moab, and deſtroy the 
children of Seth: And his dominion, 
which is mentioned in the roth 
verſe, Out of Jacob ſball come be 
who hath the dominion. I ſhall go 
over them bricfly, and apply them 
in the clole. 


I. The time of his appearance, or when 
it ſhould happen: I ſhall ſee him but not 
now; I ſball behold him but not nigh. 
Theſe expreſſions admit of a double con- 
ſtruction; either, I do ſee him but not 
now ; ſo the words may be rendered. 
This is agreable to the prophetick ſtyle, 

M which 


"4 
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which often ſpeaks of things future as. 


Joh. viii. 


preſent: I now ſee him and behold him; 
that is, by the ſpirit of propheſy, or in 
viſion of him. Tis now repreſented. to 
my mind in viſion; I ſee it clearly de- 
ſcribed and painted out before me; ſo 
Abraham ſaw his day, and rejoiced. 1 
ſee that he ſhall appear; but not now: I 
behold it, but not nigh ; that is, it will be 
at a conſiderable diſtance, and a great 
while hence: Tis not nigh at hand; it 
will not be in this age, but many ages 
hence. It was about fifteen hundred years 
from the time of this prophely, to the 
Meſhah's appearance in the world. 
Or elſe, 1 ſball (ce him, and behold 
him my ſelf: g. 4. © I ſhall ſee this glo- 
« tious perſon with my bodily eyes, as 
« I now ſcc him in viſion and repreſen- 
«tation : There will come a time when 
« I ſhall behold him, tho' tis not now, 
« and tis not ncar : I ſhall ſee him at 
« laſt, when he ſhall appear viſible be- 
cc fore the world, and ſhall come in his 
« glory as the judge of the world.” So 


John xix. Fob ſays, I know that my redeemer lives, 


25. 


and that he ſball ſtand at the latter gay. 
upon the earth 2 tho after my skin, 


worms. deſtro dy, 4 in my 
ſhall I ſte God; 1 7 ſba/ 774% 
my ſelf, and mine eyes 42 5 


and not another; though my. reins. be 
conſumed 
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conſumed within me. And this is agrea- 

ble to what we read, Behold he cometh Rev. i. 7. 
with clouds, and every eye ſhall fee him. 

Every onc ſhall fee him at the laſt day, 

both the good and the bad; and he will 
become viſible to all the world, when he 


ſhall appear in the quality of the judge 
of all. 


II. The deſcription of his perſon : And 
here is a double character of him who 
was to appcar; 1. A ſtar coming out of 
Jacob. 2. A ſcepter riſing out of Iſrael. 
I ſhall repreſent them a little diſtinctly. 
F. 1. A far coming out of Jacob. This 
obviouſly reſpects ſome great and emi- 
nent prince of the ſeed and poſterity of 
Jacob, who ſhould ſhine as a ſtar in re- 
gard of the glory of his perſon and king- 
dom. This was primarily and litcrally 
true of David and Solomon; who were 
ſtars of the firſt magnitude among the 
princes of Iſrael, and ſhone with a di- 
ſtinguiſhing excellence and glory. But 
that was only typical of an higher ſenſe, 
and chiefly reſpected the Meſſiah, who 
is repreſented in the new teſtament un- 
der this character: I am the root and off- 
ſpring of David, the bright and mornimg Rev. xxii. 
ſtar. And we find a ſtar appeared at his 1. 
birth to conduct the wiſe men of the caſt 
to him, to pay their offering and homage :- 
* M 2 And 
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And tis a probable conjecture, that this 
propheſy of Balaam, who was one of 
the children of the eaſt, being preſerved 
by tradition in that country, might give 
occaſion to the wiſe men who were of 
the caſt, upon ſight of an unuſual ſtar 
over the land of Frdea; to enquire after 
him, who was to come as the far out 
Jacob. And that the antient Fews fo 
underſtood it, appcars not only by thcir 
oldeſt paraphraſts, but by a remarkable 
fat: When a falſe Chriſt aroſe among 
the Jews in the reign of Adrian the 
roman emperor, he was called by the Na- 
bins, in alluſion to this propheſy, Bar 
Chochab, i. e. The ſon of a ſtar. 

I ſhall conſider the reaſon and the 
meaning of this repreſentation, agreably 
to the obvious notion of the thing, and 
the ſcripture account of it. 

1. He is ſo repreſented upon the ac- 
count of his heavenly originaly and de- 


ſeent. We often read of the ſtars of hea- 
ven: This is their fituation, and place of 


Gen.i.16, abode. He made the ſtars alſo, and God 
ſet them in the firmament of heaven : 


Their proper ſeat is in heaven, tho' their 
influence reaches to the earth. The Meſ- 
ſiah is of a divine and heavenly deſcent, 
for he was the Son of God, and came 
down from heaven: No man hath aſ- 
cended up to heaven, but he who came 
| "þ doton 
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down from heaven, even the Son of God 
who ts in heaven: He was then in hea- 
ven, while he was on earth. The /ogos 
or word was in the 


165 


beginning with God John i. 1. 


andwasGod; and the = begotten ſon was 18. 


mthe boſom of the father. And we read 


of the glory which he had with the fa. xv. 5. 


ther before the world was. The Apoſtle 
repreſents it as a mark of diſtinction; 


The firſt man is of the earth, earthy ; the 1 Cor. xv. 
ſecond man, is the Lord from heaven. He *”* 


is a divine and heayenly perſon: Heaven 
is his native and proper abode. It was a 
great inſtance of condeſcending mercy, 
that he came down from heaven the ſcat 
of his reſidence, and came into this world, 
and converſed with men; that the word 


Was made fleſh, and dwelt among us. This Joh. i. 14. 


was a greater wonder then for a fixed 


ſtar to remove into a lower orb, or be 


turned into a clod of carth. 

2. Upon the account of the g/ory of 
his perſon, and the divine excellencies 
which belonged to him. A ſtar is a glo- 
rious body : Some of the ſtars are bigger 
and brighter then the ſun, and appear 
leſs only by their greater diſtance from 
the carth, and higher ſituation in heaven. 
The Apoſtle ſays, There is one glory of 
the ſun, another glory of the moon, ano- 
ther glory of the ſtars ; and one ſtar dif- 
feret 


M 3 are 


from another ſtar in glory: There 


f 
i 
0 
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j 

| 
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if 
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are ſtars of different magnitude and glo- 

ry. In this ſenſe, he is repreſented in 

the new teſtament as the bright and morn- 

Rev, xxii.zyg ſtar: An orient ſtar, of reſplendent 
10 glory and excellence. He is a ſtar of the 
firſt magnitude, and differs from all the 

other ſtars in glory. There is a conſtel- 

lation of exccllency in his glorious per- 

{on, and he is adorned with the perfec- 

tions of the divine being: All the divine 

glory ſhines in the perſon of the fon of 

Joh. i. 14. Cod. The cyangeliſt ſays, Me beheld his 
glory, the 2 as of the only begotten 

of the fat And the Apoſtle ſays, He 

Col. i. 15. is the — of the inviſible God: The 
living viſtble image of him who is invi- 

ſible. And again, He is the brightneſs 


Heb. i. 3. F the father's glory, and expreſs image 


of his perſon: The exact impreſſion of 
the Deity, in which the glories of the 
divine being are, as it were, enſtamped; 
the draught of his perſon, and the tran- 
ſcript of his glory. 

3. With reſpect to the revelations of 
divine truth to the world. He ſhines 
forth, and communicates light to the 
world. Thus we read of the ſtars: He 

Gen.i.17. made the ſtars, and ſet them in the fir- 
mament, to give light upon the earth, 
and to rule over he day and the night, 
and to divide the light from the darkneſs. 


There is the ied as well as the glory — 
the 


— ,der 
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the ftars ; and their uſe and benefit to 
others, as well as their own excellence 
and glory. The ſtars by their light arc uſeful 
to guide our courſe, and direct our motions. 
In this ſenſe the Meſſiah is the gt 
_ of men, and the Tight of the world; and 
the true light which highteth every man Jo. i. 4. 
which cometh into it. And the only be- 
otten ſon who is in the boſom of the 
ather ; he hath declared him He, who was 
moſt intimate to him, and beſt acquainted 
with him, has revealed his will to the 
world. And fo, No man knoweth the Matt. xl, 
father ſave the ſon, and be to whom © 
he ſon will reveal him. He is a glo- 
rious ſtar hung up in the heavens to 
give light to the loſt world, and guide 
wandering ſouls to God; as the ſtar in 
the caſt directed the wile. men to him, 
So tis repreſented by the evangeliſt ; Tre 
the tender mercy of our Gd whereby the Luk. i.78. 
day ſpring from on high hath viſited us; | 
to grove light to them who ſat in dark- 
neſs, and in the ſhadow of death ; to guide 
our feet into the way e And the 
Apoſtle ſays of the ſure word of prophe. 
cy, that tis a /zgbt ſhining ina dark place. 2 Pet. ii, 
He has brought a fuller and clearer re- 1 
velation of the divine will to the world, | 
then ever was known before; and ſet 
up the laſt and moſt perfect diſpenſation of 
the divine grace. *Tis ſaid in the parable ; 
"i M 4 Laſt 
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Heb, i. 1. Laſt of all he ſent unto them his ſon. 
And Cd who at ſundry times, and in di- 
vers manners ſpake unto the fathers by 
the prophets, hath in theſe laſt days ſpoken 
unto us by his ſon. He has given the 
laſt finiſhing to divine revelations con- 
cerning the nature of the true God, and 
his ſpiritual worſhip ; the way of recon- 
Ciliation and favour with him; of all the 
parts of chriſtian duty; and of the life 
and immortality of the other world. 

By the glorious light of the goſpel he 
has diſpelled the darkneſs of the heathen 
world; and they who were once darkneſs, 
arenow light in the Lord; and rectified the 
miſtakes and corruptions among the Fews, 
and removed the veil of types and fi- 
gures : The ſhadows of good things vaniſh, 
and the ſubſtance it ſelf appears. So the e- 
vangeliſt ſays, The law was given by Moſes, 

Joh. i. 17. but grace and truth came by Feſus Chriſt, 

23 4. Upon the account of his gracious 
influence upon the minds of men. The 
ſtars of heaven have an influence as well 
as light, upon the earth and the bodies 

of men; tho ſecret and inviſible: They 

are felt when they arc not ſeen, and the 

effects are ſenſible when the cauſe is not 
Job known. So God asks Fob, Canſt thou 
Tv. bznd the ſweet influences of Pliades, or 
„ looſe the bands of Orion? Canſt thou 


bring forth Maſſereth in bis ſeaſon, or 


guide 
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guide Artturus with his ſons ? This may 
titly repreſent his powerful influence up- 
on the minds of men by the operation 
of his ſpirit: There is a divine efficacy 
and force, as well as light and direction; 
and his influence is ſecret as well power- 
ful. Tis repreſented by the inviſible 


169 


wer of the wind: The wind bloweth Job. iii. 8, 


po 
where it liſteth ; thou heareſt the ſound 


thereof but canſt not tell whence it com- 
eth, or whither it goeth; ſo is every one 
who ig born of the ſpirit. His influence 
is powerful, and produces its bleſſed ef- 
fect; but always kindly, and by a ſweet 
and agreably force; not driving, but lead- 
ing and guiding; not violently bearing 
down, but gently diſpoling the mind a- 


right: He makes them a willing people 


in the day of his power, and cngages 
their free and hearty conſent. Thus by 
a clear and powerful light, he alters the 
habit and bent of the mind, and leaves 

a prevailing and laſting impreſſion upon 
it: He works a ſaving change of the whole 
heart, and turns men from darkneſs to 
A and from the power of ſatan unto 

ad; conquers the rooted habits of fin, 
pulls down the ſtrongeſt holds of ſatan; 


and brings them to the obedience of faith, | 


and a ſubjettion to Chriſt. 
And there is a cheering and reuiving 


ads the lame ſpirit of Chriſt wha 
enden 
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enlivens dead ſouls, comforts living ones: 
He, who is the ſanctifier, is the comforter 


too. He refreſhes the fouls of men by 
his comforting preſence, as well as by 
the gracious diſcoveries of his will. He 
_— Hoſts himſelf to them, and not to the 

4, by the communications of ſpecial 
kindnef and favour. In this ſenſe he is 


Luk. B. 25. called, The Conſolation of Iſraet; whom 


good men waited for and expected, as 
one who ſhould comfort his people, and 
be the joy of their heart: The Apoſtle 


2Pet.i.1g. ſpeaks of the day-ſtar ariſing in our hearts: 
Not only riſing upon the world, but 4- 


riſing in our heartt ; ſhedding abroad his 
comforting influence, and refreſhing with 
a kindly warmth. So the prophet ſpeaks 


Mal.iv-2.of the ſim of righteouſneſs ariſmg with 


7 
4 
2 
5 


healing under his wings ; to denote his 
refreſhing influence and preſence. 

F. 2. The ſcepter riſing out of Iſrael, 
or the ſceprer-bearer, i. e. the king and 
ruler. This was true of David, and af- 


terward of Solomon, who were raiſed up 


as glorious kings,. and did many mighty 
things, and were men of the greateſt emi- 
nence and renown. But this is eminent- 
ly true of the Meſſiah; and fo the Cat 
dee paraphraſe renders the words; A 


king ſball ariſe out of the houſe of Facob, 
the Meſſiah ſhall be anointed of the 


houſe of Ifraet, And this is agreable to 
the 
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/ the former propheſy concerning him: 
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Thc ſcepter ſball not depart from Fudah, Gen. xlix. 


nor a law-giver from between his feet un- 

mil Shiloh 5 come; and then he was to bear 

the ſceptcr, and to be the law-giver. 
We find the prophets ſpeaking of him 


10. 


under this notion. In that day there iſui.xi.io. 


ſhall be a root of Feſſe which ſpall land 
for an enſign of the people, to it ſhall the 

entiles ſeek, and his reſt ſpall be glorious : 
mch the Apoſtle renders thus; He who 


Mall rife to reign over the gentiles, in him Rom. xv. 


ſball the gentiles truſt, And in the pro- . 
phet Daniel, we read of Meſſiah the 25. 


rince. This notion the Jews always 
had of the Meſſiah, that he ſhould be a 
king, thoꝭ they miſtook the nature of his 
government, and took him for a tempo- 
ral onc. He was to ſet up a ſpiritual 
kingdom in the world, and bring the 
world to bow to his ſcepter; to reign 
in the hearts of men by his word and 
ſpirit; and to have the kingdom of pro- 
vidence under his diſpoſal to ſerve the 
purpoſes of his mercy. 


194 
n. . 


But I have ſpoken of this under a for- Vid. Ser. 
mer propheſy; and what is further obſer- mon Iv. 


yable here, will fall under the next head. 
And therefore, | 


ITE. Here is an account of his 
mance, or what he was to do w 
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| to be a ſtar and ſcepter; and there is a 
double account, 1. His conqueſt of his 
enemies. 2. His dominion. 
F. 1. His conqueſt: This is expreſt in 
| the following verſe; He ſhall ſinite the 
| | corners of Moab, and deſtroy or ſubdue 
all the children of Seth, and Edom ſball 
j be a poſſeſſion. This was literally fulfilled 
| in David who conquered the Moa- 
| bites, and other neighbouring countries, 
1 and brought them under ſubjection to 
the crown of 1/rae/: He ſmote Moab, and 
2 Sam, meaſured them with à line, and caſt them 
viii. 2. down to the ground; and ſo the Moabites 
became David's ſervants, and brought 
gifts; or paid him tribute. 
But this was eminently fulfilled in the 
Meſſiah, and in his ſpiritual kingdom, 
when he vanquiſhed the idolatry which 
had overſpread the world, and brought 
the heathen nations ta reccive the goſpel, 
by the preaching of the Apoſtles: When 
by. the weapons of their ſpiritual warfare 
2 Cor. x they caſt down imaginations, and every 
thing which exalteth it ſelf againſt the 
knowledge of God; and brought into cap- 
truity every thought to the obedience of 
Chriſt: And had ſuch a manner of en- 
1 The. i. trance in unto them, that they turned ta 
Cod from idols, to ſerve the living and 
true God, and to wait for his ſon from 
heaven. So it was propheſied concern» 
; | Z 
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ing the kingdom of Chriſt, the branch 


upon the ſhoulders of the Philiſtines to 
the weſt, they ſhall ſpoil them 7 the eaſt 


| Together : They ſhall lay their hand upon 


Edom and Moab ; and the children of 


Ammon ſhall obey them. And eſpecial- 
ly, when the natural branches ſhall be 
grafted into their own olive tree, and 
made to live. and flouriſh, which were 


long braten off and withered. It will be 


a glorions acceſſion to the Meſliah's king- 
dom, when the whole fewiſb nation 


ſhall be joined to it, and taken into the 
chriſtian church, 


And what is particularly obſervable 


here is the extent of his conqueſt: He 


ſball ſinite the corners of Moab, and de- 


ſtroy or ſubdue all the children of Seth; 


and Edon ſball be a poſſeſſion. He ſhall 
ſubdue the Moadztes, and bring them 
into ſubjection to him: And all the 
children of Seth; i. e. all other nations 


out of which Chriſt was to gather his 


kingdom. For Seth was the ſon of Adam 
in the room of Abel, whom Cain ſlew ; 


and all Cazx's race being drowned in the 


flood; only Seth poſterity remained in 
Noah; ſo that all the world now are the 
ſons of Seth, as well as the ſons of Adam. 


And therefore Onkelos reads it; He ſball 
| have dominion over all the ſons of men. 


And 


1 
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out of the root of Feſſe: They ſhall fly ſai. xi. 


4. 
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that the former diſtinction between the 


and be for ever taken away. Tis obſerva- 
ble to this ſenſe, that the words in the 


is thus rendered by the Ixx. There ſhall 
come a man out of his ſeed, ho ſball 
rule over many rations: And the antient 
parapraſt reads to the ſame ſenſe: Their 
ſhall be a great king who ſhall be anomted 
of his children, and he ſba!! have domi- 
nion over many people. And the Jeru- 
ſalem Targum ſays; A king ſhall riſe out 
of his ſons, and their redeemer from a- 


ſiab ſhall be magnificently exalted. 
v.18. And Zdom ſball be a poſſeſſion : The 
Edomites who inhabited mount Sezr ſhall 


become Chriſt's conqueſt ; the poſterity 
of Eſau, as well as Jacob, ſhall be firſt 


brought under ſubjection to David, and 


then to Chriſt. According to that of the 
prophet ; In that day will ] raiſe up the 
tabernacle of David which is fallen, and 
cloſe up the breach thereof: And I will 


s ix. 


, 12. raiſe up bis ruins, and I will build it as 
in the days of old; that they may poſſeſs 
the remnant of Edom, and of all the hea- 
then which are called by my name, ſaith 
the Lord who doth this. And hence 

N ms - 


And this plainly points at this cireum- 
ſtance. in the kingdom of the Meſſiah, 
Jeu and other nations, would then ceaſe, 


Ver. 7. His ſeed ſhall be in many waters; 


mong them; and the kin dom of the Meſ- 
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the expreſſion of another prophet: . ho | 
is this who cometh from Edom, with died 16. lxiu. 
garments from Bozri ; this who is glori- 
ous in his apparel, travailing inthe great- 
neſs of his ſirength ; I who ſpeak in righ- 
reouſneſs, mighty to ſave. So we find 
tis propheſied of the Meſſiah; The hea- 
then ſhall be given him for an inheritance, pull. il. 8. 
and the uttermoſt parts of the earth for 
a poſſeſſion. And again, He ſball have 
dominion from ſea to ſea, and from thenxxii. 8, 
rivers unto the end of the earth: And, 
All kings ſhall bow downbefore him, all na- 
tions ſball ſerve him. And the Apoſtle 
lays, Every knee ſhall bow to him And Philip. is 
he will conquer all his enemies at length; '* 
for he maſt reign till he has put all his 1 Cot. xv. 
enemies under his feet. 25, 
F. 2. His dominion, v. 19. Out of Jacob 
ſhall come he who ſhall have the dommion ; 
that is, over Edom and all his conquered 
enemies. He will reign in his kingdom, 
and exerciſe a proper dominion and rule. 

As he will gain a glorious conqueſt over 

the heathen nations, ſo he will erect a 
glorious kingdom, which will extend to 

all nations of men. So we rcad of one 

like unto the ſon of man, coming with Dan. vii. 
the clouds of heaven tothe antient of dans; . 
and there was given him dominion, and 

glory, and a kingdom; and all people and 
uations, and languages ſball ſerue him. 

| And 
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1 And as his kingdom is a ſpiritual one, 
1 and not of this world; fo he rules in 
his kingdom by the laws of his word, 
and the influences of his ſpirit; conquer- 
ing the powers of ſin and of the devil 
in the ſouls of men, and bringing them 
to a choſen ſubjection to his will. So 
he is repreſented in the new teſtament 
as the Head of his body the church, and 
as the Lord of all; to whom all his ſub- 
jets pay an homage, and from whom 
they reccive laws. And it can only 
41 agree to the Meſſiah to make fo glori- 
ous a conqueſt, and to have ſuch an cx- 
tended rule and dominion. 
I ſhall cloſe the ſubject with ſome prac- 
tical Inferences from what has been diſ- 
courſed. And, 
1. We learn from hence, that God 
ſometimes makes uſe of wicked men to 
ſerve his own purpoſes. Indeed, he never 
| approves of their evil inclinations, or 
1 ſiniſter deſigns in what they do, as he 
| is never the author, or cauſe of their 
ſin; but he makes uſe of them notwith- 
ſtanding, and over-rules them for his own 
glory. So he made Balaam's mouth ut- 
ter a glorious propheſy concerning the 
appearance and kingdom of the Meſ- 
| | ſiah, long before it came to paſs, and ö 
i | ſpread the knowledge of them by that 
means in the caltern parts of the a 
1 : : 0 
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So ſome interpreters underſtand theſe 
words of God to Balaam, v. 20. But 
yet the word which I ſball ſay unto t het Numb. 
that ſbalt thou do; not ſo much of a W. 20, 
command of duty, as a prediction of an 
event; and to carry this ſenſe, That he 
ſhould not be able to ſay a word, but 
hat he was ordered by God, nor forbear 
to ſpeak what he ordered him. And 
this exactly agrees with the following 
account, in which we ſind after the great- 
eſt offers Balał could make him, and his 
on /ave f 'the-wages of unrighteonſs 
eſs z he was over-ruled againſt his in- 
clinations, and after ſeveral: fruitleſs at · 
tempts to the contrary; to bleſs the peo- 
ple of 1/rael: Balak ſaid to Balaam, Txxir. 10% 
called thee to curſe my enemies, and be. 
hold thou haſt altogether bleſſed them theſe 
three times. Judas was an extraordinary - 
miniſter in the Kingdom of Chriſt, and 
as much imployed as the other Apoſtles. 
And we read of ſome who will be able 
to plead at laſt; Me have propheſied in 
thy name, and in thy name caſt out de- Matt. vil. 
vile, and in thy name done many won 22, 23. 
derful works ; which, L think, muſt re · 
fer to the extraordinary gifts in the firſt 
ages of the chriſtian church: And he will 
profeſs to them I never kneu gon; depart 
from me ye who work iniquity, 
22 N God 
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God ſometimes conveys ſpiritual good 
to others by the hands of wicked men; 

and imploys them in communicating di- 

vine truth, and miniſtring in holy offi- 

ces, and perhaps in making good impreſ- 

ſions; and working a real change of heart. 

The efficacy of divine inſtitutions is (© 

far from depending upon the preſent in. 

tention of wind if him who adminiſters 

: them; that they may be effectual where 
his main ſtate is not good. This is in- 

deed a very melancholy reflection: That 

they who arc ncver the- better for them 
themſelves, may yet make others the better 
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of life to other men, may not withſtand- 
ing petiſh at laſt, and while they ate 
helping others to heaven, go to hell them- 
ſelves; or in the Apoſtles language, when 
2 Cor. ix. they have preached to others, they them. 
2 es be caſt away z and come to wiſh 
at laſt with Balaam, and with a _ ſuc- 
Numb. 6d: Let me die the death of = 
xl. 10. , and let my Taft end 7% like 
Tuo aſter all, this is an advantange to 
divine truth, as tis the teſtimony of an 
enemy; and ſhews their judgment and 
conſeience is of the ſide of religion, when 
their — — inclinations lead them 


2. — 


w 
ws, 


— 


for them; and they who break the bread 
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2. Let this ſtrengthen our faith in the 
promiſed Meſſiah. The exact accompliſh- 
ment of this antient propheſy, in both 
the characters here given of him, and all 

the circumſtances belonging to them, ſo 
many ages before he came into the 
world, in the perſon of our Lord ſeſus 

Chriſt; and ſo agreably to what had been 

foretold concerning him in ſo many other 

prophets; is a ſtrong reaſon to conclude, 

that he is the true Meſſiah, and a great 

confirmation of our faith in him; The 

reftimony of Feſus it the ſpirit of pro- Neu. xis. 
phecy ; and beſides the evidence he gave "© 

of his divine miſſion in his wonderful 

works, tis a great ſupport of our faith 

in him, that we find, all the prophets | 

teſtify concerning him ; and that what was | 

moſt peculiar and extraordinary in him, 
was expreſly foretold ſo long before. And 
if Abraham ſaw his day and rejoiced, 
and the diſtant proſpect of it was ſo great 

u conſolation to good men; how much 

more ſhould we rejoice in the faith of 

his having appeared, and the accompliſh- 
ment of what was ſo long foretold and 


3. Let us l to Chriſt for light and 
influence. Look to this glorious ſtar 
who has now appear d, according to this 
- | anricnt propheſy, and in a way ſuitable 
8 5 ro 
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Heb. xi. 


x. 


Look to him as prince Meſſiah, or a ru- 
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to this repreſentation of him; to give 
light to your minds, and influence to your 
hearts. Look to him to guide and di- 
rect you in your way, and to mark out 


the path in which you ought to walk. 


Give your ſelves wholly up to his guid- 
ance; follow this light wherever it leads 
you, as the wiſe men did the ſtar in the 
caſt, which conducted them to Chriſt: 

Here you may yield your ſelves, which 
cannot be ſaid of any other, and is an 
honour peculiar to himſelf; with an 
implite faith; and obey him as Abra- 
ham did, not knowing whether he went. 
The reaſon is, becauſe he is an infalli- 
ble guide, and can never miſtake or de- 


ccive: You are always lafc under his di- 


rection. 
And look to him for gracious influence 3 


for renewing and comforting influence, to 
change and "cheer the heart; z to form it 
aright, and refreſh it continually, We 
mult derivc out of hig fullneſs grace for 
grace; a conſtant abundance of vital in- 
fluence, both quick ening and reviving. 
Lyc open to divine influence, always rea- 
dy to entertain it; and cheerfully eom- 
ply with it, and receive the kindly impreſ- 


ſions of it. 
4. Submit to the ſcepter of Chriſt: 


ling 
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ling ſaviour. We muſt always conſider 
him as both Lord and Chriſt ; with a 
ſcepter in his hand, as well as hanging 
upon a croſs; and ruling the redeemed 
world, as well as dying a ſacrifice for 
their ſins. We muſt not ſeperate and 
divide what God has joined ſo cloſe to- 
gether ; and nothing is more repugnant 
to the rcaſon of things, and to the di- 
vine appointment, then to rely upon 
his grace, and affront his throne ; and 
expect the benefit of his croſs, without 
ſubjettion to his authority. 

Touch his ſcepter and live: Yield to 
his authority and rule: Take his yoke 
on you for it is eaſy, and his burden 


or it is light. He is not an auſtere and 


rigorous Lord; who rules by an abſo- 
lute ſway, without any regard to reaſon, 
or exerciſe of lenity; but his ſervice is 
freedom, and his work its own reward. 
Let us become the willing conqueſt of 
the redeemer, and the ſubjects of his 
kingdom; reſign to his merciful and ſav- 
ing conduct; come under a full ſub- 
jection to the laws of his kingdom; 
and bring all your powers, and every 
Colt. into Caprevity to the obedience of 
1 

| Hal for the further — and 

enlargement of his dominion.” He will 
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| ſinite the corners of Moab, and deſtr 
| the children f Seth, aud Edom ſhall Ik, 
= 8 poſſeſſion. Much of this has already 
a been accompliſhed ; many heathen na- 
tions have been brought to a ſubjection 
to Chriſt, and to recerve the law from 
his mouth: The diſtant Ifles, and places 
moſt remote from the land of Judea, 
where the goſpcl was firſt preached: Of 
which we in this Ifland are à remarka- 
Vi ble inſtance, who at this great diſtance 
| | | were brought carly to receive the goſpel, 
Ih and under the dommion of Chriſt, _ 
But we reaſonably expect a further ac- 
compliſhment, and a more extended em- 
pire and dominion of Chriſt ; the pub- 
liſhing the goſpel to other parts of the 
heathen nations, and the calling of the 
Jews; and the bringing them both inta 
one fold, under one ſbepherd. Let us 
wait for the bleſſed ſeaſon, and contri- 
bute all we can towards it. Let us 
not narrow and lefſen the dominion of 
Chriſt, or exclude any out of his king- 
dom who own a dependence, and ſub- 
jection to him. But on the contrary, 
let us do all we can to promote his in- 
tereſt; and enlarge the bounds of his 
kingdom in the world ; and uſe our beſt 
mndeavours, and conſtant prayers, that the 
gol pel may become glad tidings of great 
JI: 
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Joy to all people ; that the heathen and 


the uttermaſt ends of the . — be- 
come his r ö poſſeſſion ; and 
the king . L. this world become the 
— * the Lord and f his RW: | 
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SERMON VII. 
Meſſiah a Prophet. 
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Deut. xviii. 15. 

The Lord thy God will raiſe up unto thee 
a prophet from the midſt of thee, of 
thy brethren, like unto me ; unto him 
ſhall you hearken. 


OSE warns the people 
of 1/7acl, when they came 
into the land of Caanan, 
l not to /carn to do after 
SEE! ihe abominations of thoſe 
nations; particularly, that 

they ſhould not hearken to 
14 obſervers of times, and unto diviners : 
That is, conſult with wizards and —_— 
* nee e e 


v. 9. 
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tellers. And to take them off from this 
unlawful and wicked practice of ſearch- 
ing into the determinations of heaven, 
and to keep them cloſe to the appoint- 
ments of his word; he tells them here, 
that God would ſupply them with a ſuc- 
ceſſion of truly inſpired prophets, who 
would reveal the will of God to them 
from time to time; and would raiſe up 
a great prophet at laſt, who would make 
the fulleſt revelation of the will of God, 
whom all the world would be obliged to 
hear. This is a clear unqueſtionable 
prophecy of the Meſſiah, very probably 
referred to by the evangeliſt: This is of 
a truth that — which ſhould come john vi. 
into the world; for prophecy had long 14. 
ceaſed among the Fews from the time 
of Malachy ; and there was nothing to 
lead them to expect another prophet, but 
this antient prophecy of the Meſſiah : 
However, tis expreſly applied to Chriſt 
by the Apoſtle, in Alt iii. 27. and * 
vii. 37. 

In the prophecy it ſelf there are two 
general parts & | | 


4 L The deſcription of the Meſliab: A 
i e een bet un 


U. The 4 which is — to- 


| "awd him under ſuch a character; 
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wnto bim ſball ye hearken. The for: 
mer will lead us to confider the doc- 
trinal of the ſubject; the latter, 
the practical and applicatory. 


. here given of the 


1 Theids 
Meſſiah: 


from the midſt of 
Thee, of thy — en, like unto me. 


f 
ere 


we muſt confider two things, r. The 
character or office aſcribed to him. 2 
His likeneſs unto Moſes herein. 

F. r. The character or office aſcribed 
to him: A prophet. I ſhall only pre- 
mile, that the exerciſe of his propheti- 
cal office, as well as of his kingly and 


prieſtly, which arc all branches of his 


general character of Mediator; ſuppoſe 
and refer to ſome neceſlity and diſorder 
of our faln ſtate, and are deſigned as a 
proper relief to it. His prieſtiy office 
es our guilt; and requires a ſaeri- 
fice and interceſſion. His kingly office, 
ſuppoſes our rebellion and diſoþedience 
to God, and the power of our ſpiritual 
enemies over us; and confilts in pre- 
ſcribing laws, and ſubduing our cnmity, 
and conquering our enemies. His pro- 
phetical office Tappoſes ppoſes our natural igno- 
— and blindnels, and the averſion and 
indiſpoſition of our mind to the divine 
will. We labour under a double diſtreſs; 
” ad at a great loſs to know what = 
W 
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will of God is; and greatly averſe to 


receive and entertain it: Light is come 
into the world, and men lobe darkneſs 


rather then light. Now anſwerable to 


this double exigence of the caſe, the pro- 
— office conſiſts of two parts, which 

ave a direct reference to each. 1. The 
revelation he makes of the divine will. 
2. The operation of his ſpirit upon the 


little diſtinctly open both. 
1. It conſiſts in the reve/ation of the 


divine will to the world. This is the pro- 


per office of a prophet or teacher; and 
this may be conſidered for greater di- 


ſtinctneſs in two inſtances, 1. In diſco. 


vering what was not known before. 2. 
In foretelling future event. 
(..) In aiſcovering what wasnotknown 
before. Tho he revealed the divine will 
to the faln world all along, in the feve- 
ral appearanccs to the patriarchs, and at 
the giving the law to Moſes, and the 


various meflages by the prophets; yet _ 


ſhall chooſe @ conſider it with reſpe& 
only to his perſonal miniſtry, and the ro- 
yelation of the 


ſoever is neceſſary or prope 
know. So he tells us; { have not 


of my ſelf, but the father «hich. f < x 


@. 


minds of men : The cxternal revelation, 
and the internal illumination. I ſhall a 
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goſpel. He has revealed 
the whole will of God to men, and what- 
cr for them'to Ates 
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Joh-xi-49. he gave me commandment what I ſhould 
ſar, and what I ſpeak ; whatſo- 

ever 1 ſpeak therefore, even as the father 

ſaid unto me, ſo I ſpeak. Thus for ex- 
ample, he has unfolded the dark parts 

of the old teſtament, and revealed the 

ſecret. meaning and true deſign of the 
ſacrifices of the law, and typical repre- 
ſentations of the Meſſiah; and made thoſe 

Heb.x. 1. ſbadows of things better underſtood by 
the appearance of the true ſubſtance they 

were deſigned to repreſent ; and fulfil 

led and accompliſhed the antient prophe- 

ſies in his own perſon and appearance, 
and in the ſeveral circumſtances of his 
Luk.xxiv. life and ſufferings: And beginning at 
27- Moſes and all — ophets he expounded 
unto — in all the — he things 
concerning himſelf. We may now read 
the ceremonial law, and the antient pro- 
pheſies, in the light of the goſpel reve- 
lation, with clearer underſtanding and 
diſtincter knowledge, then the moſt wiſe 
and learned among the Fews were ever 
able to do. The Apoſtle ſays; Unto 
Feta. hm it was revealed, at not unto 
themſelves, but unto us they did miniſter 

the the things which are now reported, 

by them who have preached the goſpel. 

Matth. And our Lord ſays ; Many prophets and 
xiii. 17- righteous men deſired to ſte theſe things, 
LY have not ſeen them: And, be who ts 


leaft 
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leaſt in the kingdom of heaven, or the Chap. xii. 

goſpel ſtate, 15 greater then any of 18 
them. 

Beſides, he has made new diſcoveries 

of the divine will by the goſpel, and has ſer 

ina farther light what was ſparingly men- 

tioned, and imperfectly revealed before. 

They had more groſs and carnal concep- 

tions of God and his worſhip, and ſcryed 

him with great external pomp, and with _ 

ſevere and rigorous exations: But he 

has repreſented God 'to the world in- 

the glory of his mercy, and the purity 

and ſpirituality of his nature: God is à ſohn iv. 

ſpirit, and they who worſhip him, muſt +. 

worſhip him in ſbirit and in truth. Not 

with outward pomp, or bodily rigour ; 

with numerous rites and ceremonies of 

worſhip, which are unſuitable to his ſpi- 

ritual nature and gracious will; meer 

bodily exerciſe profiteth little: But in a 

ſpiritual manner, ſuitably to the purity 

and goodneſs of his nature; with the 

united exerciſe of, all our powers, and 

lively workings of ſuitable graces; with 

an high and cxalted reverence . of 

God; with deep and humble proſtration 

of foul; with the vigour of ux and 

flames of holy love. 

And he has revealed the way and me- 
thod of our recovery: This was more 
obſcurely hinted in general intimations, 
ta and 


— 


Propbet. 


and darkly repreſented by the ſacrifices 
of the law, and the propheſies of the 
old teſtament; but was underſtood very 
much in the groſs, and was liable to great 
miſtakes; as appears plainly by the Fews 
who ſo generally took the matter wrong, 
But this gteat prophet has given a more 
clear and diſtin repreſentation of the 
way of a ſinner's juſtification from guilt, 
. and reconciliation with God, as procured 

by his blood, and applicd by faith. He 
became a proprization for ſin, and made 
an atonement to God by the ſacrifice of 
himſelf, He has made a compleat ſatis- 
faction and amends ro the injured Deity, 
for the great offence of ſin ; and rendered 
it worthy of God, and conſiſtent with 
all his perfections, to ſhew mercy and 
favour to believing ſinners: For he is 
4 propitiation thro faith in his blood; 
i. e. by an abſolute dependence, and en- 
tire ſurrender of our ſouls to him ; or by 
an hearty conſent to the goſpel covenant, 
and ſubjection of foul to all his appoint- 
ments and demands. 

And whereas the law of nature was 
much oblitcrared and weakned by the 
fail, and former revelations were more 
general, and much corrupted ; the laws 
of God were expreſſed in more gene- 
ral terms, and perverted from the ge- 


8 falſe gloſſes and con- 
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Meſſiab a Prophet. : 
ſtructions of the zrwiſh 
prophet retrieved the divine law from tho 
corrupt mixtures of men; and recovered 
it from the violence which had been os 
fered it; repreſented it in a true light; 
and raiſed it to an higher perfection. 
He explained the ſpititual meaning and 
true extent of every particular precept, 
as reaching the heart and thoughts, lays 


"2% 


teachers; this great | 


ing reſtraints upon the natural paſſions; Marty. 


and chicfly inſiſting upon inward puri 
and ſpirituality. He has rendered the 
chriſtian inſtitution the moſt excellent and 
perfect, the moſt diftin&t and compleat 
rule of life and manners which ever was 
known to the world. 

Finally, He has revealed the will of 
God concerning a future ſtare and the 
happineſs of heaven. The promiſes of 
the old teſtament lay much in temporal 
bleſſings, as ourwatd ſucceſs; and greater 
increaſe; a future ſtate of bleſſedneſs and 
reward was more ſparingly mentioned, 
and obfeurely repreſented. They ſeemed 


under that diſpenſarion ro be much con- 


fined to the land of Carman, and world: 
iy proſperity, and to have but diſtant 
views, and fainter hopes of eternal life; 


ſabje& to greater doabts and fears. Now 
this is the great diſcovery of the goſpel 
by Chriſt; That life and immortality art 
46-344 brought 


they had lower apprehenſions, and were 


an „ i 
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2 Tim. i-brought to light by the goſpel; redeemed 
from the former darkneſs and obſcurity 
under which it lay, and brought into 
clear and open day. We have more ex- 
preſs aſſurances of a future ſtate, and a 
more particular account of it in the goſ- 
revelation. Tis every where men- 
tioned, and under various repreſentations, 
as eternal life ; and many manſions in our 
father's houſe; as a prepared and everlaſt- 
kingdom; a remaining reſt for the 
people of God; and an zncorruptible in- 
heritance, And this is made the great 
comprehenſive promiſe of the new cove- 
Joh. ii. nant: This is the promiſe which he hath 

*3* - promiſed us even eternal life. 

(2.) In foretelling future events, and 
what was yet to come to paſs, This was 
alſo a peculiar office of a prophet. And 
the great Meſſiah not only revealed what 

was not known before; but foretold 
what ſhould be hereafter. This was one 
great part of the reyclation he made to 
the world, as well as one great cvidence 
_- his divine miſſion : For 2 1 
eſus is the ſpirit ecy ; the 
55 e a A 8 in him, as 
well as that which was in the prophets. 

And this may be conſidered either as 
to what is already fulfilled, and has come 
to paſs; or as to what is yet to be ful- 
filled, and to come to paſs 1 bo 

| a 


Meſſiah a Prophet. 193 


ſhall inſtance in ſome of the more prin- 

cipal of each. Of the former ſort, He fore- 

told future events concerning himſelf, as 

Peters denyal of him; Yerily, I ſay un- . 

to thee, this night before the cock crow, — TOY 

thou ſhalt deny me thrice : And the trea- 

chery of Judas; Have I not choſen you 

twelve and one of you is d — ? He joh. vi. qc. 
ake of Tudas Iſcariot, the ſon of Simon, 

hi fs Was who ſhould 25 him: 

And his own death and reſurrection j 

From that time forth began Jeſus to 

ſbew his diſciples, how that he muſt go 

to Feruſalem, and fuer many things of 

the elders, and chief * * ſcribes; 

and be killed, and be raiſed again they... x1, 

third day. So he propheſied concerning 21. 

the ſtate of the people of the Fews, and 

of the deſtruction of the temple and city 

forty ycars beforc it came to paſs; Thar 

not one ſtone ſbould be left upon another Mat.xxiv, 

in that proud and pompous building; * 

That their houſe ſhould be left unto — — 

deſolate ; and particularly, That their , 

enemies ſhould caſt a trench about them, — xii. 44. 

and compaſs them round, and keep them 

m on every ſide, and lay them even with 

the ground. This was all exactly accom- 

pliſh'd by Titus, when the city was be- 

ſieg d and ſack't, the temple deſtroy d 

and laid in ruins by the roman armies z 

and cou'd never be repair'd by any after 

attempt, 
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attempt, tho' undertaken by Julian the 
Apoſtate, in defiance to this prophecy of 
Chrift ; and, that they ſhould be after- 
wards diſperſed and ſcatter'd abroad over 
the face of the whole carth, who had 
been ſo long a peculiar people in their 
own Land; and be diſpiſed and rejected 
by all nations, who had been the glory 
and envy of them : They ſball fall by 
Lu wu the edge of the ſword, and ſpall be led 
away captive into all nations; and Je- 
ruſalem ſhall be trodden down of the gen- 
tiles, untill the time of the gentiles be 
fulfilled. And accordingly we find, they 
have never been able to unite in any 
conſiderable body, ſince the deſtruction 
of Jeruſalem; and have had no temple 
and ſacrifice, but been the ſcorn of the 
nations they have mingled with. 
Such again, was the prophecy of the 
ſucceſs of the goſpel, and the ſpreading 
the chriſtian faith; that the apoſtles 
ſhou'd be cndow'd with extraordinary 
gifts, and enabled to work great mira- 
Mack xxl. cles: Theſe fins ſball follow them who 
. N 
believe, in my name ſhall they caſt out De- 
vils, and ſpeak tongues, and take up Ser- 
pents ; and if they drink any deadly thing, 
it ſball not hurt em; and they ſhall lay 
hands on the ſick, and they ſhall recover: 
And that the goſpel of the kingdom ſbould 
be preach d in all the world, for a witneſs 
| 10 
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to all nations; and then the end ſhould 
come. And accordingly we find an ac- 
count, particularly throughout the Acts, 
of the extraordinary gifts of the holy- 
ghoſt upon the apoſtles, at the time of 
penticoſt; and of their preaching the 
goſpel with great ſucceſs, in every place 


where they came; that it mil grew 


and prevail d, ſo that in the compals of 
a few. years, the goſpel ſpread thro' the 
whole roman empire, which was then 
exceeding large, and called by them, or- 
bis terrarum, or the whole world: There 


Was this witneſs or teſtimony to all na- 


tions, before the utter end of the jewiſh 
e | | | 
And ſuch were the prophecies of the 


ber ſecution and ſufferings of his follow- 


ers; and the corruption and degeneracy 
which ſhould ariſe among them. He 
often foretold them of the rage and en- 
mity of the world; that they ſhould be 
called before rulers, caſt out of the na- 
gogues ; ſcourg d and impriſon'd ; and put 
to death for his name ſake : And that 
there ſhould ariſe ſalſè Chriſts, and falſe 
ee who ſhould. ſhew great ſins 
a 
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wonders. ; and particularly, that 


there ſhould be a great falling away, or 


degeneracy and apoſtacy in the chriſtian 


church. And we know the exact accom- 
pliſhment of the one, in the ten firſt per- 
T O'z Afecution 
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fecutions under the roman cmperours z 
and the bloody deſolations in almoſt e- 
very age: and of the other, in the riſe 
and progreſs of the antichriftian ſtate, 
and the\almoſt general darkneſs and cor- 
ruption, which overſpread the chriſtian 
world for ſome ages together. 
The exact accompliſhment of ſo many 
prophecies is a ſtrong ground of faith and 
expectation of the accompliſhment of thoſe 
which remain, and are to come to pals in 
their propet ſeaſon. Of this kind are the 
prophecies concerning the converſion of 
the jewiſh nati6n, and the fall and ruin of 
antichriſt, and all the enemies of Chriſt ; 
and of the more glorious and proſperous 
ſtate of the chriſtian church in the world 
in greater purity and enlargement, and 
of many remarkable occurrences, in the 
ſeveral diſtant periods of time, which 
are myſtically repreſented in the book of 
Rev. i. i. the revelations; which is called; There- 
velation of Feſtus Chriſt, which God gave 
to him, to ſhew to his ſervants, things 
which muſt ſhortly come topaſs: And in 
xxi.16, atiother place; I Feſus, have ſent my 
Angel, to teſtify unto thee thoſe things in 
" _ "the Churches. And he has foretold the 
diſſolution of the world by fire, and the 
Mat. xxv. judgment of the world, at his glorious 
appcarance the ſecond time. * 


2. The 
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2. The other part of his prophetick 


office conſiſts in the operation of his ſpi- 
rit upon the minds of men. And this is 
peculiar and proper to this great prophet, 
not only to reveal the will of God, but 
to teach the hearts of men by his ſpirit. 
And this may be conceiv'd of agreably 
to the Scripture repreſentation either as 
an opening the underſtanding; ſo tis 
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ſaid of the diſciples; Then open d he their Luk-xxiv, 


underſtandings, that they might under- 
Hand th Scriptures : He ſcatters the-na- 
tural miſts ſpread over their eyes, and 
cauſes divine truth to appear with clear 


evidence and convincing light. They > a 


are made to receive the things of the ſpi- 
rit of God, which by their negligence 


14. 


and prejudice, were ſtrange and unac- 2Epiſt. iv. 
countable to them before; and the /zght 4. 


of the glorious goſpel of Chriſt is mage to 
ſhine unto them, in ſpite of the God of 
this world, who blinds the minds of men; 
they ſec that in it they did not ſee be- 
fore, and ſee every thing in quite another 
light. This is the advantage of the goſ- 
pel revelation by Chriſt, that tis attend- 
ed with a clear light, and carried with 
evidence to the underſtanding: Tis re- 
cciv'd as a reaſonable thing, and enter- 
tain d for its own excellency, and as wor- 


thy of all acceptation. 
O 5 Or 


3 - an_@Olm S 
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Or elſe it muſt be conſider d as an im- 
preſſion upon the heart. In this ſence, 
1 think, we read of being taught of God, 
as proper to the goſpel ſtate; that is ef- 
fectually taught, or made to learn. And 
the Lord open d the heart of Lydia, fo 

Act. xi. a. chat ſbe attended to the things ſpoken of 
Paul; He fix'd the attention of her mind 
and inclin'd it to a ready obedience to 
the word of God. Ir is made to come 
not in word, but in power, and to work 
effettually in them who believe it. It 
comes with weight, as well as evidence, 
and has an anſwerable efficacy upon the 
mind. It engages the conſent of the 
will, and ſubjection of the whole ſoul. 
Every truth of God is receibd inthe love 
of it, and kindly embrac'd and ſubmitted 
to. This great prophet ſpeaks as never 
man ſpake ; not as the ſcribes, but as one 
having authority ; not only with great 
evidence, but with mighty power and 
force. His word not only reaches the 
heart, but overcomes all oppoſition, and 
ſubdues it into a ready compliance. Tis 
a livingprinciple of a ne nature in them, 
and of all newneſs of life: His words 

Joh. il. 63. are ſpirit, and they are 3 reer 

Fa. We are to conſider his Aketeiſe 
unto Moſes. The Lord thy God will 
raiſe up unto thee a prophet, from the 
miaſt of thee of thy brethren like unto me. 
5 he This 
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This is deſign d to repreſent the excellen- 
cy of Chriſt as a prophet, and to recom- 
mend him tothe Jews, who had ſo high 
an opinion of Moſes: and there are ſe- 

veral inſtances of near reſemblance be- 

tween them, and a ſtrange coincidence 

of circumſtances. Thus for example. 

He was raigd up by God; A prophet 

ſhall the Lord your God raiſe up unto you. 

Moſes was rais'd up by God in an cxtra- 
ordinary manner, by a particular deſig- 
nation, and thro' many difficulties. As 

ſoon as he was born, he was hid in an 

ark of bullruſhes, and laid in the flaggs |. 1.18. 
by the rivers brink, to conceal him from 

the wrath of Pharaoh, who had ſtrictly —ii. 3. 
commanded the hebrew midwives, to de- 

ſtroy all the males. When he grew up, he 

fled from the face of Pharaoh, and dwelt a 
conſiderable time in the land of the Midia- 
nites, in a low and obſcure condition, keep- 
ing the flocks of his father Jethro, till the 
Angel of the Lord appear'd to him in a 

flame of fire, out of the burning buſh; 
and appointed him to be the deliverer 
of his people. So the Meſſiah was rais d ii 2- 
up by a ſpecial deſignation and appoint- 

ment of God, and thro* great difficulties 
and hazards. He was born in a publick 
inn, and laid him ina manger of a ſta- 
ble, as Moſes was expos'd in an ark a- 
mong the flaggs ; He was preletv'd from -- © 
„ O 4 the 
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the wrath of - Herod in his infant ſtate, 
as Moſes was from Pharaoh's, when all 
the children in Bethlehem, and the coaſts 
thereof, from two years old and under, 
were ſlain: He fled into Egypt, and af- 
terward to Nazareth for his ſafety, and 
liv'd a conſiderable time a privatc and ob- 
ſcure life, probably attending the em- 
ployment of his father Fofeph, before 
he was call'd forth to the publick exer- 
ciſe of his office, and appear d as a pro- 
phet to the world. 

So again, he was one of their brethren. 
This is a {ſpecial circumſtance in this re- 
ſemblance ; from the midſt of thee of thy 
brethren Moſes was a man like them- 
ſelves, of the ſame rank and kind of be- 
ings, not of any higher and ſuperiour or- 
der. This was a condeſcention to their de- | 
| Exod. xx. lire when they ſaid, Speak thou with us 
19. and we will hear; but let not God ſpeak 

 <etth us, leaſt we dye. And Moſes was 

a Few, and of the ſeed of Abraham, one 

of the hebrew children who was doom'd 

aa. ru. to deſtruction, and by whoſe hand God 
deliver d his brethren. Jul thus the Meſſi- 

ah became a man, and appear d in our 
nature; the word. was. made /fieſh, and 

Heb. i. 4. pur tool of our fleſb and blood. It behov'd- 
him in all things to be made like to his bre. 
tlbren ; And he was a prieft taken from a- 

„ bs. "ne nen, e for men in things 
pertaining 
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taining to God. So he was capable of 
2 between God and man, who 
was the nan Chriſt Feſus; and of ſuc- 
couring the tempted, in that he himſelf 
ſuffer d being tempted; and is touch d with Il. it. 
the feeling of our in fir mities, becauſe he was 1 
in all points tempted like as we are. And 
he was of the jewiſh nation too, and 
of the ſeed of Abraham thro' a long ſuc- 
ceſſion, as appears by his genealogy; 
and the Apoſtle reckons it among the pri- 
vileges of the eus; Of whomas concern. Rom. is. 
ing the fleſh Chriſt came; and when he 
appcar'd in the world He came to his own, Joh. itt, 
1. e. To thoſe of his own nation: So he 
E properly of their brethren like to 

im. W. 

And beſides this, he was of a like tem- 
per and diſpoſition. Moſes was chiefly 
remarkable for two properties, Which re- 
late to this part of his character, his na- ,_ 
tural meekneſs, and his faithfulneſs. He Rad. aii. 3. 
was very meek above all the men which 
were upon the face of the earth: Of a mild 
and gentle diſpoſition, and not eaſily mo- 
ved to anger, by the repeated provocati- 
ons, and great ſtupidity of the Iſraelites. 
And he was faithful in all his houſe; and — 7. 
diſcharg d his great truſt with exact fideli- 
50 and Kg 5s them according to 
the integrity of his heart, as well as guided ,,. 
themby the cholfullneſs of bis hands: Sothis 2. 
d WI; great 


15. 
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Matt. xi. great prophet was meet and lowly of heart, 
*9 a kind and gentle teacher, who bore with 
the infirmities and miſtakes of his follow- 
ers, and condeſcended to their capacities 
and weakneſs. He faught them as they 
—_ iv. were able to bear, by low degrees, and fa- 
" miliar and ſenſible images and repreſen- 
tations of things. The Apoſtle beſeeches 
Cor. x. i. the Chriſtians, bythe meekneſs and gentle- 
neſs of Chriſt. And the prophet repre- 
IGi.xi.11,{ſents his tender care; He ſball feed his 
leck like a Shepherd, He ſhall gather his 
lambs in his arms, and carry them in his 
boſom, and gently lead thoſe who are with 
2. young. And the Apoſtle tells us; he was 
Faithfull to him who appointed him, as 
alſo Moſes was faithful m all his houſe : 
But with this difference, that Moſes was 
faithful in all his Houſe as a ſervant, but 
Chriſt as a Son over his own houſe. He 
„ Teveal'd the whole will of God, and diſ- 
charg'd every part of his publick truſt, with 
the exacteſt care, and without any failurc 

or neglect. | 
- Moſes, receiv'd his revelations immedi- 
ately from God, and in an extraordinary 
Exoa.x;. Way. God call'd him up to mount S/- 
20, nah, to receive the law from his mouth, 
and he was in the mount forty days and 
xiv. 18. rt nights. Ne ſettled the jewiſh poli- 
ty, by expreſs and immediate direction 
tom Heaven; and erected the tabernacle, 
„ 3%%ͥͤX1k Gn according 
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according to the pattern which was ſhewn *. 40. 
him in the mount. And when he enter'd 
into the tabernacle, the clondy pillar de- 
ſcended, and ſtood at the door of the ta- 
bernacle ; and the Lord ſpake unto Moſes _ 
Face to face, as a man ſpeaketh to his friend. wi 
And in another place, Vith him will Lui. 11. 
| ak mouth to mouth, even apparently, 

and not in dark ſpeeches, andthe ſemilitude 

the Lord ſhall he behold. So the —_— 

gotten ſon, who is in the boſom of be 
father, he hath declar d him. He revea- 
led thoſe things to the world, which he 
receivd immediately from God, and by 
an intimate acquaintance and knowlege 
of his will; for no man knoweth the fa- Mat. xi. 
ther, but the ſon, and he to whom he ſhall 7. 
reveal him. He was forty days in the Mat.iv.2. 
wilderneſs tempted ofthe Devil, and con- | 
verſing with God; and laid the foundati- © © 
on of the goſpel ſtate, by immediate ap- 
pointment from God; and firſt taught | 
his diſciples, and deliver'd the will of God r. 14. 
from a mountain. This ſeems to be re- 
preſented in this Chapter; I will raiſe „ 18. 
them up a prophet, from among their bre- 
Thren, like unto thee, and will put my + 
words into his mouth, and he ſball ſpeak © 
unto them all that I ſhall command Lim 
Which denotes the free and familiar way 
of converſing with God, and communi- 
SOLISTHIET, CI:S7;T 1 r {3 cation 
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cation of his will, without the terrible ap- 
pearances at the promulgation of the law. 

And as Moſes confirmed his doctrine 
by the miraculous plagues in Egypt, and 
the miraculous preſervation of the peo- 
plc in tae wilderneſs; and this was the 
great evidence of his divine miſſion ; God 
tells him; I will ſtretch out my hand, 


Exod. iii. and {mite Egypt with all my wonders : 


20. 


AndtheApoſtle ſays, He brought them out, 


x1" "x 2 he had ſhewwn wonders, and ſigus in the 


of Egypt, and in the red ſea, and in 
the wilderneſs forty years: So Chriſt con- 
firmed his doctrine by miracles, and gave 
many infallible proofs, of the divine pow- 
er and preſence. We find him always 
appcaling to his works, and laying the 
ſtreſs of his pretentions upon them: He 
tell the 7eus; The works which the fa- 


Job. v. 36. ther hath gruen me to finiſh, the ſame 


XiV. 11. 


works that I do, bear witneſs of me, 
that the father hath ſent me: And ſays 
to Philip; Or elſe believe me for the very 


works ſake. 
Once more, he was a governor as well 


| as a prophet... Moſes was the great law- 


Deuter. 


giver of the Jews; He commanded us 


xxxiii. 3. 4 Ito, and was king in Feſburun, when 


the heads of the people, and the tribes of 


Iſrael were gathered together: He was 
the chicf goyernor of the whole congre- 
gation of 1/rae!, and had the publick 

8 adminiſ tra- 
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adminiſtration of all their affairs. The 
Apoſtle ſays, The ſame did God ſend — vii, 
be a ruler, and a deliverer by the hand o 

the angel, who appeared to him in the 

buſh. And we find, that he appointed 

under him ſeventy elders, able men out 

of all Iſrael to be heads over the people, Exod. 
and rulers of thouſands, and hundreds, ii. 2s. 
and fifties, and tens. None of the pro- 

phets were law-givers e . They 
required the people to r er the IZW Mal. ix. 4. 
of Moſes his ſervant, which he comman- 

ded him in Horeb, for Iſrael, with ſta- 

tutes and judgments. And there aroſeneyer. 
not a 5 prophet in Iſrael like unto Moſes. xxxix. 10. 
The Meſſiah was a fra as well as a pro- 

phet, and is the great law-giver and ru- 

ler in the chriſtian church, who has' re- 

vealed the will of God to men, and ap- 
pointed the ordinances of worſhip ; and 

whom we are obliged to hear in all 
things. And he choſe ſeventy diſciples, 

as well as twelve apoſtles, to be the 

chicf miniſters of his kingdom, and pub- 

liſh the goſpel to the world, as Moſes 

did the ſeventy elders; and has appointed 

a ſtanding miniſtry tothe end of the world, 
not to be a law-makers, but to proclaim - + 
the laws of Chriſt, and. by proper mo- 
tives to preſs the obſervance of them. 

But this leads to. Gals 


u. The 
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II. The duty which is required towards 


him under ſuch a character; Unto him 


ye ſball hearken. This will be the pro- 
per application of the former. Here I 
ſhall conſider, 1. The Duty required. 2. 
The rcaſonablenels of it. 

F. 1. The Nature of the duty, or how 
we arc to hearken to him. Tis expreſ- 
ſed here generally, but ſuitably to the 
caſe ; we muſt hearken to him as a pro- 
phet, as we muſt be ſubject to him as a 
king, and depend upon him as a prieſt: 
This may be conſidered with reſpect to 
both the parts of this office; and I 
ſhall propoſe them in the form of direc- 
tions. 2 

1. Attend to the revelations of his 
word, or receive the law from his mouth. 
We muſt hearken to him only as our pro- 
phet and teacher: Unto him ſball you 
hearken, i. e. excluſive of all others, or 
whocyer pretends to rival him, and ſtand 
in compctition with him. So thoſe words 
are interpreted in the new teſtament; 
Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, 
and him only ſhalt thou ſerve. And our 
Lord gives this character of his ſheep 


Joh. x. 3. My ſbeep hear my voice 3 — a ſtranger will 


they not follow, but flee from him; for 
they know not the voice of ſtrangers. 
Deafen your cars to the falſe charms of 
T f — 
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deccivers: Call no man maſter but Chriſt, 
and own no other rule and law, but his- 
word. He only is authorized to be the 
prophet of the church, and qualified for- 
this high truſt. And we muſt hear him 
in all things which he ſays to us; for ſo 
the Apoſtle renders it: Him ſhall ye hear 


in all things, whatſoever he ſball ſay un- Ads ii. 
to you. We muſt find an ear to hear * 


what he ſaith unto the churches, and be 
ready to reccive the whole counſel of 
God. We muſt own the impreſſion of 
divine authority, and embrace the diſco- 
verics of his will; every reyclation of 
truth, and precept of duty, with equal 
reverence and regard; without exception 
to any part, or any partiality in his law. 

. We muſt hear him with entire ſubjec- 
tion of our whole ſouls, and without 
any ſecret reſerve, or a ſingle diſlike : 
With an high eſteem and opinion of his 
word, with a reverence of his authority, 
and admiration of his grace : Witha full 
conſent of our will, and a firm faith in 
the truth of his word, and his unchangea- 
ble faithfulneſs: With the exerciſe of holy 
affections, receiving every truth in the love 
of it, embracing the promiſes with full 
perſwaſion; and being moved with fear 
at the threatnings of wrath. In ſhort, 
it muſt be with a ſubjection of all our 
powers, yielding our ſelves to the obe- 
175 | N dience 
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ing into capti- 
vity every thought to the obedience of 
Chriſt, And we muſt hear him in every 
way by which he ſpeaks to us; not on- 
ly by his perſonal miniſtry, and ſtanding. 
revelations of his word; but in the mi- 
niſtry of men, and the word preached to 
us. He has appointed ſub-ordinate pro- 

and teachers for the cdification of 
the church; to open his word, and tranſ- 
act with men in his name: And we muſt 
hear him which way ſoever he ſpcaks, 
and receive his word, from the mouth of 
his meſſengers, as well as directly from 


his own. So he fays of the ſeventy; 
He who heareth you heareth me; and he 


Luk. x. 16. ch deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me; and he 


who deſpiſeth me, deſpiſeth him who ſent 


me. 
2. Submit to the operations of his ſpi- 


rit. Lay aſide the prejudices of your 


Jam. i. 21. 


mind; diveſt your ſelves of all prepoſ- 
ſeſſion, and partial regards; beware of 
ſenſuality, and a worldly mind, and what- 
loever would indiſpoſe you for the pre- 


ſence, and obſtruct the working of the 


ſpirit in your ſouls: Lay aſide all 2 
neſs and ſuperfiuity of r 
receive with meekneſs the engrafted word. 
Wait for his holy motions: He is a free 
as well as powerful agent; /ike the wind 
which bloweth where it liſteth, He moves 
when 
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when he vleaſes upon the minds of men; 
but gives no ground of expectation, but 
by obſerving appointed means, and pro- 
per ſeaſons. Attend upon the ordinan- 

ces of worſhip, and upon the teachings. 
of men: Be found in all the ways of 
divine appointments; watch every fa- 
vourable opportunity, and every gracious 


intimation; when the ſpirit moves upon 


the face of the waters, and is ready to 
work upon your ſouls. And lye always 
open to the evidence of truth; ad- 
mit the heavenly light and influence in- 
to your mind; and give it an hearty wel- 
come: Don't ſtifle the convictions of 
truth, or ſhut your eyes againſt the light, 
Yield to the power of the divine ſpirit, 
without re//t;ng his ſtrivings, or griev- 
ng, and hing his holy motions. 
Yield up your ſouls: to be formed and 
poſſeſs d by him: Let them be as the 
yielding war to the impreſſion of the 
ſeal, which receives and retains the ex- 
act image of it; or as the opening flower 
to the kindly influences of the ſun, which 
draws it forth, and makes it ſpread and 
flouriſh, 

F. 2. The reaſonableneſs of it; which 
may be conſider d as proper motires. 10 
this purpoſe, 


1. Conſider the dignity of his perſon. | 


(he: is more excellent then Moſes, and 
P all 
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all the prophets who teſtified of him. 
Johni. 17. The lau was given by Moſes, but grace 
and truth come by Jeſus Chriſt : He was 
Luk.xxiv, a prophet more mighty in word and deed ; 
is and no man ever did the works which 
24 he did. He is a more excellent and glo- 
rious perſon then the higheſt angel in 
heaven; for he has obtaind a more ex- 
Heh. i. 3. cellent name then they; and is the Lord 
& of angels, whom they worſhip and adore: 
All the angels of God worſhip him. Yea, 
and he is the eternal Son of God: This 
was proclaimed by a voice from heaven, 
and made the reaſon of this regard to 
Mat. xvii. him: This ts my beloved ſon, in whom 
5* LT am well pleaſed, hear ye him. And 
the Apoſtle ſays, In theſe laſt days God 
Heb. i. 1. ſhake to us ral his ſon: And when the 
Son of God becomes a prophet to men, 
how readily ſhould we hear ſuch a one? 
How reaſonable is the expectation, that 
we ſhould reverence the ſon? And hear 
him who ſpeaketh from heaven ? Should 
not the glorious dignity of the Son of 
God, and the full authority with which 
he is inveſted ; diſpoſe our minds to an 
Abſolute ſurrender, and cheerful compli- 
ance with his will? Whom will men ar, 
if they refuſe him? 
2. Conſider the importance of his gra- 
cious meſſage. Our Lord tells the Fews, 
_ Ve ons not think * 1 will accuſe you be 
the 
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the father ; there is one who accu eth You, 

even Moſes in whom you truſt: They 

were condemned by the law, by which 

they expected to be juſtified; and per- 
verted the deſign of their own law, which 

was to typify and lead men to Chriſt, 

while they ſought righteouſneſs, not ( 

faith; but as it were by the works of the Rom. ix. 
law. But Chriſt came not with a threat- 3* 
ning meſſage, or a burden of wrath: He 

came not to condemn the world, but that Jon iil. 
the world thro bim might be ſaved: Not 17. 
as a judge but as a Saviour, with a moſt 
merciful deſign, and in a moſt condeſcend- 

ing manner; to reveal the will of God 

to the loſt world, and bring glad ridings 

of ſalvation to miſerable ſinners. There 

came by him both grace and truth; a 2 Cor. v, 
ſweet mixture of divine light and hea- . 
venly grace. The goſpel is the mmiſtry 
reconciliation, and the goſpel of our 
ſalvation, which reveals the method and 

terms of fallen ſinners acceptance with 
God, and obtaining cternal life. He 

who beleveth on the ſon hath everlaſting Eph.i.13. 
And if we believe on the Lord Je 

far Chriſt, we ſball be ſaved. © 
And "hy we not embrace the g/ad 
ridings of great joy, and welcome Jim 
who brings them to the world? Should 
we not hear this heavenly prophet, W uo 


Rer. tr and 
P ſbews 
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ſhews unto men the way of ſalvation ? 
What can reaſonably hinder our moſt 


cheerful compliance with ſo glorious a 


perſon, in ſo merciful a deſign ?} What 


can induce them with whom the great 
ſatuation of the goſpel is not ſufficient 
to prevail | 
3. Conſider the conſequence of a refu- 
ſal. This is mentioned after the text: 
And it ſhall come to paſs, that every 
ſoul who will not hearken to my word, 
which he ſball ſpeak in my name, I will 
require it of him: That is, I will ſevere- 

ly puniſh him, And ſo the Apoſtle ex- 
pounds it, Every ſoul who will not hear 

Adds iii. that prophet, ſball be deſtroyed from among 
the people. If we refuſe to hear him, we 
are underſtood to deſpiſe him; and he 

who deſpiſeth him deſpiſeth him, who ſent 

him: It ultimately terminates upon God. 

We reject the counſel of God againſt our 
ſetves and judge our ſelves unworthy of 
everlaſting life ; for there is no other pro- 

phet and teacher beſides; as well as no 

other ſacrifice for lin. Sen 

And as this was the greateſt favour and 


condeſcention to the world, our refuſal 


of him will be the higheſt aggravation 

of guilt, and enflame the final account. 

Our Lord tells the Fews, It ſhall be more 

Matt. zi. ; Jerable for Tyre and Sidon, and for the 


5 land of Sodom, in the day of judgment 


9 ) 


— 
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then for them; the moſt ignorant and 
vitious part ofthe world : And thou Caper- 
naum,which art exalted into heaven, ſhall 


be * * down to hell. The Apoſtle 
ſays, He who deſpiſed Moſes's law died 
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without mercy ; of how much ſorer puniſb- Heb. x. 


ment, ſuppoſe ye ſball be thought worthy, 
who Fe oe His under for the Son of 
God. And he grounds his exhortation 
upon this reaſon; See that ye refuſe not 
him who ſpake on earth ; much more ſhall 


not we eſcape, if we turn away from 


him who ſpeaketh from heaven. We ſhall 
periſh under an heavier guilt, and ſink 
deeper into miſery then other men: The 
reaſon is, the merciful Saviour will be- 
come an angry judge: He, who brought 
the glad tidings of ſalvation, will pro- 
nounce the ſentence of condemnation 
and death. All his bowels of mercy will 
be changed into wrath. Their caſe will 
be worſe at laſt, and more intollerable 
for ever, who refuſe this great prophet, 
then the ignorant heathens, who had on- 
ly the light of nature; or unbelieving 


28. 


xii. 25. 


and diſobedient Fews, under the law of 
Moſes. They will be doubly miſerable 


who periſh under the goſpel of Chriſt, 
and there will-meet upon them at once 
all the curſes and threatnings of this book: 
the anger of the injured creatour, and of 
the lighted ſaviour; the condemnation of 

"= WY the 
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the broken law, and of the deſpiſed goſ- 
pel, the only means of their relief. And 
what can add to the weight of the mi- 
ſery, and the horror of the thought; or 
be more powerful to awaken the fear 
and concern of our mind? And God 
grant, that one conſideration and ano- 
ther, may be effectual to prevail with 
every one, to an hearty compliance and 
ſubjection to the goſpel of Chriſt. 
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Paal. i li. 6, 
"Tet 7 have 2 my King upon my Joly hill 


Sion. 


— 


HIS e compoſiti- 
on, the book of Plalms, 
vas chiefly written by the 
pen of a royal prophet; 
and as it contains a vaſt 
variety of ſuitable matter, 
to Herz circumſtance and condition of 
life; 3 ſo it contains ſeveral remarkable 


rediftions, concerning the perſon and 
525 of the Meſſiah: Eſpecially : in 
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ted by the Apoſtle, and applied to Chriſt, 
Act. iv. 25. xiii. 33. It well became the 
dignity of ſuch a perſon, as well as the 
quality of his office, to be employ'd in 
ſuch a work, and to deſcribe as well as 
forctel the glorious Meſſiah, who was 
to come. The words, whatſoever refe- 
rence they might haye, immediately to 
David, had plainly a final and principal 
reference to the Meſſiah. I conſider d 
him in the laſt diſcourſe as a prophet, I 
am now ta conſider him as a King, ſo he 


is moſt frequently ſpoken of in the old 


1 Jy begotten of the Father : And the Apoftle 


teſtiment, and ſo he was always own'd 
by the Fews, I ſhall diſtinctly repreſent 
the matter, and lay it before you in ſeve- 
ral propoſitions. 

F 1 Prop. The perſon who is King is 
the begotten Son of God. So he is repre- 
ſented in the following verſe ; which is a- 
nother propheſy of the Meſſiah, refer d to 
by the Apoſtle in the epiſtle to the he- 
brews: I will declare the decree : The 
Lord hath ſaid unto me; thou art my Son, 


this day have Ibegotten thee. This tris 


be underſtood in a way worthy of God, 
and ſuitable to the divine nature; not in 
every reſpect as it is among men, tho in 
a manifeſt alluſion to it. This high title 
is often given to Chriſt in the ſcripture, 
and always peculiar to him: He is the on- 


makes 
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makes it the ground of his preference to 
all the angels of heaven; To which of the 


Angels ſaid he at 7 time ; Thou art my nb. l. 4 


Son, this day have 1 begotten thee. And 
as nothing is more generally known a- 


mong mankind, then the notion of a be- 


gotten Son, ſo there is ſomething eſſenti- 


al to it, which it muſt be ſuppos d to con- 


vey to our minds; and which is very ſig- 
nificant and intelligible. Now Iconceive 
the plain and general ſence of the expteſ- 
ſion, is proper to lead us to ſuch appre- 
henſions of him as theſe ; for example; 
That he is ſome way or other of the Father; 
for ſo much a begotten Son does neceſſa- 
rily imply; and was begotten by an e- 
ternal generation, before the world, or 


any thing did exiſt: There was no con- 


ceivable inſtant in which he did not exiſt; 
but as God was always a Father, ſo he al- 


ways had a Son. That he is drfantt 
fromthe Father, and not the Father him- 


ſelf; he is another perſon from the Fa- 
ther, as he is the Son of the Father. There 


is a real diſtinction between them, and di- 


ſtinct attributions are given to both, which 
cannot agree to either of the other, tho”! 
they are in the cloſeſt union and conjuncti- 
on together: That he is of the ſame nature 
with the Father, and partakes of his pro- 
per nature; for ſo every Son is like his 
Father, not of another, or lower 9 
an 
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and claſs of being from him. Every Fa- 
ther begets a Son in his own image; and 
if God begets a Son, it muſt be one in 
his own likeneſs: What can the produc- 
tion of the Deity be, but God? * So he is 
Rom.viii. his natural and proper Son; . G.: and 
3% is the brightneſs of the Father sglory, and 
Heb. i. 2. expreſs image of his perſon: And conſe- 
quentto all this ; That he is infinitely dear 
to him, as well as moſt ncarly related, 
and perfectly like him: He lies in the 
boſom of the Father, and is his be- 
loved, as wellas begotten Son of God, and 
his dear Son; or the great object of infinite 
| delight. The new teſtament repreſents 
him as the begotten Son, while he was in 
the boſom of his Father, and before he 
Jehn iii. came into the world; for God /o loved 
16. the world, that he gave his only begot- 
ten Son: and he ſent his only begotten 
1 John ir. Jon into the world, that we might live 
9 thro him. He did not then become the 
Son of God, but was ſo before; according 
to the conſtant uſe of ſuch expreſſions. 
And ſo the antienteſt writers of the chri- 
ſtian church underſtood it; and ſo tis ex- 
preſs d in all the antient creeds. This 
gives the plaineſt and moſt conſiſtent ac- 
count of the divine perfections aſcrib d to 
| | + Das dim F) 
—T Quod de Deo profetum eſt, Deus eft, et Dei 3 
lus, et unus amdo. Tertall. Apel. 0 21. 
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him; of his divine works and operations; | 
and of all the glory and worſhip ehen 
to him in the ſcripture. 57 
But then, as tothe diſcovery and mani- 
feſtation of it, there is a double remark- 
able date expreſly mention d in the ſcrip- 
e that is, his nativity and reſurrecti- 
: When he was born into the world, 

— manifeſt iu the fleſh, he firſt appear d 
to be the Son of God; attended with 
waiting angels, ſinging triumphant ſongs; 
and with a ſtar appearing in the eaſt, and 
the wiſe men paying him homage ; and 
by all the wonderful works of his Whole 
life. So the Apoſtles, beheld his glory, as 
the glory of. be only begotten of the "Earker Joh. l 4. 
And the Apoſtle ſays, thou art my Son, 
this day have I begotten thee : and again; Heb. 1.44 
Twill be to him 4 Father, and be ſhall be 
to me a don: When be bringeth the firſt be- 
gotten into the world, he ſaith," let all the 
angels of God warſhip bim. And at his 
reſurrection, he was eminently declar'd 
and ond to be the Son of God, and re- 
ceiv d as it were anew bitth. So the A- 
poſtle applies it; God hatb fulfill the 
ſame to us their children, in that he hath At. ai 
rats dup Feſus again ; for tis alſo writ= ** 
ten inthe ſecond Pſalm ; thou art my Son, 
this day have I bepotten ther. And di- 
realy to this caſe ; Declar'd tu be te Sou 

of God, with power by the . Rom.i. 4 
| on 
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om the dead, and ſo he is the firſt begot- 
2 from the dead. His being rais d tolife 


| again, after his confinement in the grave, 
in ſo unqueſtionable and extraordionary a 


manner; gave the higheſt teſtimony and 
evidence to the truth of his pretentions, 


that he was the Son of God. 


I ſhall only further obſerve ; that in 
the actual exerciſe of his kingly office, he 
is not to be conſider d meerly as God, or 
meerly as man; but as mediator; or a 
middle perſon between God and us; par- 
taking of our nature, as well as the divine; 


qualified to tranſact and negociate on 


both ſides, and heartily concern d for 


the intereſts of both; to ſecure the 


honourand rights of the Deity ; and re- 
cover the happineſs of the creature. 

. Prop. That the kingdom of the 
Meſſiah is a ſpiritual kingdom, over fallen 


creatures, in oppoſition to that of the De- 


vil. Tis a kingdom in this fallen world, 


and over apoſtate creatures. Innocent 


man was under the government of the 


creatour,as Lord and Proprietour;there did 
not need a Mediatour to interpoſe where 


both parties were entire friends, and main- 


tain'd a free converſe together: His alle- 
giance and duty were perfect and unſtain d. 


But the kingdom of the Meſſiah reſpects 


2 as fallen; tis anew IN 
| an 
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and diſpenſation, framed and ſuited to 
our fallen ſtate, We were no longer ca- 
pable ſubjects of the meer government of 


I] 
8 


the creator, or of the law of innocence. 


God made man upright but he ſought out 


many inventions: He loſt his uprightneſs, 


anddiſabled himſelf, If God willtake us 
under his protection, and own the relati - 
tion of a king to us; there muſt be ano- 
ther kingdom erected, which muſt agree 
to the circumſtances of rebels and apo- 
ſtates, that is; there muſt be a kingdom 


of grace, with merciful condeſcentions to 


Our fallen ſtate. 
And tis repreſented as an oppoſite m 
dom to that of the Devil in this world. 


There are two great kingdoms which di- 


vide the whole world; and to the one or 
to the other of which, every one does 
belong. The Apoſtle calls them the &z 
dom of darkneſs, and the kingdom 


dom in oppoſition to the kingdoni of 
God, over rgvolted and apoſtate rebels: 
He works j in the children of diſobedience, 
and leads them captives at his Ry ure, 
and therefore is called the God of this 
world, and the Prince of darkneſs, and of 
the power of the air. He has rais da king- 


- Colo.i, 
o 18 13» © 
dear Son. The Devil had ſet up a _—- 


dom out of the ruins of the apoſtacy;and ad» 


deda new colony to his former dominions, 


oe over and above a vaſt empire, in the 


infernal 


* — 0 -- 
— —u— — 
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infernal regions. He has a mighty king* 
domamong fallen men,as wellas fallen an- 
gels, who lye in ignorance and wicked- 
neſs, and which is therefore call'd “ the 
kingdom of darkneſs * But the Meſliah's 
kingdom, is ſet up in direct oppoſition to 
that of the Devil ; and theſe two always 
oppoſe one another; for the great de- 
ſign of the Mediatours kingdom, is to re- 
covert apoſtate creatures to God, and reſ- 
cue them out of the dominion of the De- 
vil, who has injuriouſly ſeiʒ d upon God's 


right, and enſnar' d and enflav'd his crca- 


ture. 

And the Meſſiah's kingdom is nat of 
this world, but tis a kingdom over the 
minds of men. It does not appear with 


external pomp, and ſtate; he did not come 


as Agrippa and Beraice, with great 


pomp, wile Tons Garlenes with ſplendor 


and miagnificence : Or as the Fews 


vainly imagin d, to reſtore the kingdomto 


Iſrael, which had been taken out of their 
hands by the roman powers; and to cre& 
anew monarchy in the world; and di- 
vide the honours of it among his follow- 


ers; and make them rulers and gover- 


nours in it. But his kingdom is a ſpiri- 
tual kingdom, and lies chiefly in the 
minds of men: He came to enlighten their 


dark minds, and ſubdue the rebellion of 
Weir ic hearts, and bring them to a free con- 
| ſent 
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ſent to his gracious government. He 
makes them a willing people in a day of Pfal. cx. 3. 
er: So the Apoſtle deſcribes it; To 
77 HERES and TING from _ — 
neſs tolight, om the power of datan 
unto God: Pa ate are dns from on u 
ower of darkneſs ; and tranſlated in- 
e kingdom of his dear Son: And called — 
of darkneſs into marvellous light :* Petits 
Brought out of the ignorance and wick- 
edneſs of their heathen ſtate, and the ſeat 
of the Devils empire, under the goſpel diſ- 
penſation, or kingdom of the Meſliah. 

F 3. Prop. The right he has to his 
kingdom, is founded in the deſignation . 
and appointment of the Father; and in 
his own merit and purchaſe. He isa law- 
ful king and inveſted with full power: He 
is not an uſurper of anothers right, which 
he ſeiz d by injurious violence, and retains 
by force; but has an unqueſtionable right 
to reign upon a double title; for there is 
the deſignation and appointment of the 
Father; I have ſet my king, 1 have con- 
ſtituted him king, and inveſted him witi gn 
regal power, and eftabliſh'd the govern- -. , © 
mentin his hands. He governsin my place, 
and by my appointment, and acts for me, 
as well as in my name. God has eternal - 
ly decreed, that the Meſſiah ſhou'd be king 
of the redeem'd world; I will declare the 

| wecree ; the Lord hath ſaid unto me, Ge: 


he 
Zo! 
out 
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It was the decree of heaven, and adivine 

determination. God who had aright to 

diſpoſe of this great office and truſt, has 

committed it tothe Son according to his 

eternal purpoſe. To this ſence alſo we. 

Hal cx. i. read; The Lord ſaid unto my Lord; ſit 

thou at my right hand, until I ED thine 

2 enemies thy footſtool, and rule thou in the 

midſt of thine enemies. Upon this ac- 

count he is call'd here the Lord's anointed; 

alluding to the cuſtom under the law, of 

ſolemn inveſtiture into this office. And 

the prophet Daniel ſaw in viſion one like 

the Son of man, coming to the antient of 

"IA days; and there was given him domi- 

1% nion and glory, and a kingdom. And 

the Apoſtle ſays; Him hath God ex- 

Ad. v. 31. alted by his 9 hand, to be a prince and 

ſaviour. If any other had ſet up for king 

over his creatures, it had been an unjuſt 

uſurpation of his right, and a bold invaſion 

of what did not belong to him: But God 

has conſtituted him Lord and King, and 
committed to his management, 

government and recovery of the fallen 

Job. pn world. He has given him power over all fleſb; 

" "and committed all judgment unto the Son. 

And beſides there is a right by purchaſe; 


He has acquir'd a rightto the loſt world by 


his ſufferings and death ; as well as recei- 
ved a right by the donation of the Father 
His Kingdom is the purchaſe of his blood, 


/ 


_——— 
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It was in conſideration of his mediatorial 
performances, that he had apo er given Mat. 
him in heaven and tarth; and we read of 
the church of God, which he hath purcha- 
ſed with his blood: and the Apoſtle fays ; 28 
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11 
18. 


For this end, Chriſt both died, andy > and ek 


reviVd, that he might be the Lor 


living and of the 


and becauſe he 


humbled himſelf, and became obedient un- 


to death — therefore God hath alſo highly 
exalted him, and given him a name 


every name. In conſideration. of what he 
did, ro ſecure the honour of the offend- 
ed Deity, and recover the happineſs of 


the faln creature; 
entire right of the 


God has reſign d the 
faln world into his 


hands, and made him Lord and King; ſo 
that he is King both in vertue of a right gi- 
ven to him of the Father, and of the pur- 


chaſe of his blood; 


a reward. 


$4: Prop. Tho his kingdom extends 


; and it is to be conſi - 
der d in different reſpects, as a gift, and as 


to all the world, yet it is ſpeczat and pe- 
culiar to the church. Zet have T ſet my 
king upon my holy hill of Sion. His king- 


dom of providence” extends to the utmoſt” 
bounds of the creation, and is exercisd o- 
ver every kind of creatures, he has all 


power in both worlds : No creature is 
exempt from the government and domi- 


nion ofthe Meſſiah; 


even they who know 


Q him 


— — - 


of f he Rom. xiv. 


9. 


Philip. it. 


8. 9. 
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| Meſſiah a King. 
him not, are the ſubjects of this kingdom. 
So we read here, Ask of me and Iwill 
give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, 
and the uttermoſt parts of the earth, for a 
A8.5.36- poſſeſſion. And the Apoſtle ſays, he is 
Rev. xix. Lord of all, and King of Kings and Lord 
16. 
12 of Lords. ry >} pat tone 
But the ſpecial kingdom of the Meſſiah, 
or the kingdom of his grace,” is peculiar to 
the church; and he exerciſes a more emi- 
nent and ſpecial government over them; 
as they are a purchaſed poſſeſſion and pecu- 
liar people. This is plainly intimated 
in the expreſſion; Upon my, holy hill o 
Han. Sion was ſtrictly a hill on the n 
fide of Jeruſalem, near towhich, ſtood the 
temple ; and is frequently taken in a more 
general ſence, for the whole city of Zeruſa- 
pal. J/emandthejewiſhchurch:The Lord loveth 
. the gates of Sion, more than all the dwellings 
ef Facob: And the prophet ſays, Look upon 
Ifai-xxxiit Sion, the city of our ſolemmities. And tis ex- 
preſly applied by theApoſtle to the chriſti- 
an church; Te are came unto mount Sion. He 
exerciſes a ſpecial care over the church, as he 
ſtands in a more peculiar relation to it; he is 


Eph. I. 22. the head of his body the church ; and the 
_ great ſbepherdof the ſheep ; he is always pre- 

_ Went with them in a peculiar manner; and 
in be midſt of them when they meet toge- 
ther in his name. He beſtows ſpecial pri- 


manas 
ges 


vileges and favouts upon them; and 


Meſſiab a King. 

ges the affairs of the world, and his univer- 
ſal dominion, for the ſervice of the church, 
and in order to their benefit: He is not on- 
ly the head of the church, but the head over 
All things to the church; or for the church, 
i. e. for their good and advantage. 

$ 5. Prop. This kingdom is eſtabliſh'd, 

in oppoſition to all the powers of its enc- 
mies. This is impli d in the form of the 
expreſſion, and is the force of the connec- 
tive particle in the beginning of the ſen- 
tence : Jet have I jet my King, &. This 
refers back to the particular deſcription 
in the beginning of the Pfalm, i. 5. The 
oppoſition was made by all ſorts, both 


the Heat hen and genti/e part of the world, 


who never made a profeſſiou of ſubjecti- 
on to him; and the people, the common 
people among the Fews who ſtood in a 
viſible relation to God, and are here 
_ diſtinguiſhed from the heathen world. 
The Kings of the earth and rulers ; they 
who are in the higheſt places, and of 
greateſt power, ſuch as Hered and Ponti- 
us Pilate, and the rulers of Iſrael ; and 
afterwards the roman emperors, who 
were the great enemies and perſecutors 
of the chriſtian church in the world. The 
oppolition is repreſented in various 
terms; there is the rage of their mind, or 
the inward enmity of their heart; and the 
Fan, Of of thcir imaginations: Why do the 
| a2 "heathen 
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heathen rage, and the people imagine 4 
vain thing? They pleaſe themſelves with 
ſchemes and projects of miſchief and ruin, 
which ſhall never take effec, and be whol- 
ly diſappointed. They ſet themſelves : 
that ſignifies their reſolution and pur- 
pole ; they are bent upon hindering, and 
overturning it. They take counſel toge- 
ther, or contrive how to accompliſh their 
reſolutions, and adviſe with one another, 
how to bring it moſt effectually to pals; 
and what are the likelieſt means to reach 
their end. They ſaid, let us break their 
band's aſſunder, and caſt away their cords 
from us: They declare the reſolution of 
their mind, as thoſe who are ſure of ſuc- 
ceſs, and triumph and boaſt in their confi- 
dent expectation. 4. 4. Let us ſhake off 
the yoke of his government, and reſtraint 
of his laws. 41 
This is a lively deſcription of the early 
oppoſition made to the kingdom of Chriſt 
in the world ; and aproper emblem of all 
the enmity and oppoſition, which has 
been made againſt it to this day ; and of 
all the various efforts from every quarter, 
to prevent its eſtabliſnment, obſtruct its 
progreſs, oppreſs and reduce it, and extir- 
pate and deſtroy it out of the world. 
The divine conduct towards them is 
very obſervable, and how theſe attempts 
were treated and over -· ruled. He /aughs at 
| them 
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them, and has them in deriſion: He de- 
ſpiſes the feeble malice, and fruitleſs at- 
tempts: They rage and he laughs: They 
imagine and contrive, and he blaſts the 
deſign and expoſes them to ſhame. He 
aks to them in his wrath, and vexes 
them in his ſore diſpleaſure : He threatens 


judgments, and brings calamities and mi- 


ſeries upon them. He not only contemns 
their vain and ſucceſleſs indeavours; but 
will puniſh and affli& them too. And 
then it follows; Tet have 1 ſet my king, 
&c. Notwithſtanding all the deſigns t':cy 
have form'd, and all the oppoſition they 
have made: In ſhort, in ſpite of all their 
rage and cunning, their united force and 
repeated attempts. So God has eſtabliſh'd 
the throne of the Meſſiah in the world; 
and will preſerve and maintain his King 
upon it, againſt all future attempts, and 
all poſſible attempts, which can be made 
againſt it: *Tis built upon a rock, and the 
gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it. 

F 6. Prop. He governs his church by 
the /aws of his word, and by his Hpirit. 
He who is the King of the church, is the 


9 ed —˙ 2 —U— oe. 3G 


law-giver ; The Lord is our judge, the "M0 


Lord is our law-giver ; the Lord is our 
king, he will ſave us. He has preſcrib'd 
and publiſh'd rulcs of life, and appoint- 
ments of worſhip, in his word; and has 
on a perfect ſcheme of hat ſoever is ne- 


An“ ceſſary 


22. 
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ceſlary to our acceptable ſervice and plea- 
ling of God; and to our future bleſſedneſs 
and welfare; and which ought to be care- 
fully ſtudied and obſerv'd by every ſubject 
of the kingdom of grace. He dont rule ar- 
bitrarily, and by unaccountable pleaſure; 
but according to ſtated and fix'd laws, 
which are always Holy, juſt and good; and 
ſuited to our capacity and advantage. We 
Gal. vi. is muſt all according to this rule; and 
' _ whereto we have already attain d, we 
ig.. muſt wall according to the ſame rule; 
Ta avls goroxdy warms This is the 
great cannon law of the chriſtian church, 
and to which all its orders and appoint- 
ments, muſt be conform'd ; and which is 
the only proper rule of duty, in all the 
relations and circumſtances of life. 
And beſides the external rule of the 
word, there are the internal influences of 
his ſpirit. By theſe, he has acceſs to our 
minds, and works immediately upon 
the heart. So the Lord open d the heart 
of Lydia, and quickens themwho are dead 
in ſin, and ſanctiſies, and renews our ſouls; 
He ſtrengthens with might in the imward 
man, under all our weakneſs and difficul- 
ties; and helps our infirmities, in all the 
duties we perform; and comforts under 
our ſorrows and fears; and ſeals unto the 
day of redemption. He changes the ha- 
bit and temper of mind by his quickening 
Tl: 19 preſence 
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preſence, and powerful influence; and 
cauſes a clear and powerful light to ſhine in 
upon it. He conquers the dark and re- 
luctant mind, and ſubdues the hard and 
obſtinate heart; and by a moſt kindly, 
but efficacious influence, leads and diſ- 
poſes it to a ready and entire compliance; 
brings it into a ſtate of willing ſubjection, 
and makes it choole and delight in his ſer- 
vice. There is not only a moral inſtru- 
mentality, but a proper efficiency: The 
repreſentations and reaſons of the goſpel, 
come with power, and are ſet home upon 
the mind ; which were not ſo before, and 
are not ſo to others. And theſe two u- 
ſually go together, and mutually ſubſerve 
one another: Apt means, wiſely fitted to 
their end, become effectual, in their pro- 
Per uſe, by a divine agency and influence. 

'F 7. Prop. The actual dominion, or 
manner of adminiſtration, reſpects diſtin- 
Aly, his ſubjeFFs and his enemzes. He ex- 
erciſcs his kingly office in a different man 
ner, according to the different character, 
and ſtate of the ſubject of it. As to his 
ſubjects, he conquers the enmity and re- 


bellion of their heart, bends the unweil- 


dy and unpliant mind, and makes it 7 
and yield. He makes them a uuilling peo- 
ple, and actually governs them by dies 
laws of his kingdom. He defends them 
in their proper rights, and protects them 
bak Q4 from h 
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ſhalt break them with a rod of iron; thow 


from the power of their enemies; and 1 
will finally preſerve them in the midſt 0! 
all dangers, and oppoſition. He is able 
to keep them from falling; and none 
ſhall be able to pluck them out of his hand. 
He has undertaken the ſecurity of the 
church of God, and will maintain it in 
the world, againſt the united force of earth 
and hell. 81 den be 
And he reſtrains the malice of his ene - 
mes, and ſets bound to their rage. He 


fruſtrates their wiſe deſigns, and ſtops the 


fierce: career. He checks their further 
progreſs, when they have gone as far as 
he ſees fit; and diſarms and diſpirits their 
minds: And when he- ſuffers their de- 
ſigns to take effect, he over - rules and 


makes uſe of them for their good, to re- 


prove their follics, and cotrect their miſ- 


carriages, and exerciſe and diſplay their 


graces. And he will finally overcome 
and deſtroy his enemies; and reckon with 
them for every violation of his law, and 
contempt of his authority, and injury to 
his intereſt; ſo tis propheſied here; Thau 


BP ſhalt daſb them in pieces as apotters 


ve ſſel, 
and when he is angry, they periſh = 
the way, when his wrath is kindled but 


a liitle. And in another Pſalm; he ſhall- 
ſtrike thro' kings in the day of his wrath; 
and wound the heads over many countries. 
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And the Apoſtles tells us; He muſt. reign Pal. xs. 
till he hath put all enemies under his feet, 


and all thing 
he wk be reveal d * laſt from — 26. 28. 
with his mighty angels, in flaming fire ; 
taking — — who know not rs a 
God, and obey not the goſpel of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. | 2:28 4 

And with reſpect to both, his people 
and his enemies, he will act with righte- 
ouſneſs and equity, according to the true 
ſtate of their caſe, and agreably to the 
ſetled laws of his kingdom; in the exe- 
cution of judgment, and in his final deal · 
ings with them, as well as in his preſent 
government and diſpoſal. He will 7#dge aa. xvii; 
the world in righteouſneſs; and after the 31. 
final judgment, which is the laſt act of go- 
venment in this world, follows the exe- 
cution; for the wicked will go into ever- 


laſting puniſhment, but the righteous into Mat. xxr. 
3 | katie Go 


life eternal. 1. ei ie 
Ss. Prop. The duration of his king - 
dom is everlaſting. It is not like the great 
Monarchies of the earth, which have flou- 
riſh'd and prevail'd for ſeveral ages; made 
a great figure in the world, and brought: 
all about them into ſubjection; and then 


gradually declin d and ſunk; and were ſu s 


ceeded by others which roſe up, and pre- 
vail'd/ againſt them: which was the caſe 


of the Aſſyrian, the Perſean, the Grecian 
201 | and 


s will be ſubdued to him: and 1 Cor. r. 


\ 
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and roman empires, each of which had 
their time of proſperity and ſucceſs, and 
gave way to a lucceeding. Bur the king- 
dom of the Meſſiah is an everlaſting one, 
and will continue for ever: It will never 
decay or be ſucceeded by another. So 'tis 
always ſpoken of in the old teſtament: Ir 


was firſt promis'd to David ; And when. 


2 Sam. vii. thy days are fulfilled, and thou ſhalt ſleep 
We 12 with thy Fathers ; T will ſet up thy ſeed 
er thee, which ſhall proceed out of thy 


and he ſball build a 22 for my name. 
And then it follows; and [w1#//e/tabliſh the 
throne o of his kingdom or ever; and Twill 

be his Father, and he ſball be my Son: 
Which was not true of Solomon, and is 
Heb. 1. f. applied to Chriſt by the Apoſtle. The 
Pfalmiſt refers to this promiſe, when he 


ſays; The Lord hath ſworn in — fo 


Phal. xlv. David, he will not turn from it His 
6. - oath is binding to a faithful God, and 
never to be revok'd ; of the fruits of thy 

body, will I ſet — the throne =—— their 
children alſo ſhall ſit upon thy throne for e- 
vermore. And again; Thy throne O God, 

is for ever and ever; a ſcepteriof ri 


—— 
ouſneſs, is the ſcepter of thy bing A 


Heb, i. 8, W Hich the Apoſtle expreſly refers to in the 
ſame epiſtle. 
This was remarkably prophith * by Da- 


niel In the gays of theſe kings, i. e. In 
the 


wels, and 1 will eſtabliſh his kingdom, 
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the days of the roman empire, which Chap. it. 
was the fourth kingdom, ſtrong as irn, 
ſhall the God of heaven ſet up a kingdom, © 
which ſhall never be deſtroy d: and the 
kingdom ſhall not be left to other people; it 
ſhall not paſs by ſucceſſion from one to 
another, as the former monarchies did, 

but it ſhall break in pieces, und conſume all 
theſe kingdoms, and it ſball ſtand for ever. 
It ſhall not be deſtroy'd it ſelf, but ſhall 
deſtroy the other kingdoms, and remain 
for ever: It will gradually ſpread it ſelf 
thro” all the countries formerly ſubje& to 
the other empires, and make them ſub- 
ject to this kingdom; and at laſt ſubdue 
all oppoſite power and intereſt in the 
world : The kingdom of Chriſt, will be 
the great empire in the world, and the 
kingdoms of the earth ſhall become the king- 
dom of the Lord, and of his Chrift. This 
is the tone cut out of the mountain without 
hands, and which broke in pieces, the iron, — 45. 
the braſs, the clay, and the ſilver and gold, | 
i. e. the image which was made of all 
theſe: It was ſet up in the roman empire, 
not by might or power, as the other empires 
were; but by the immediate hand of God, 
without human help, and againſt all op- 
poſition: And fo the ſtone that ſmote the 
image, became a great mountain, and fill d__ 5 
the whole earth ; ſpread and prevaiłd e- 
very where. And the ſame prophet had a- 
bao bmi nother 
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nother remarkable viſion to this purpoſe : 


cap vl. And 1 ſaw in the night a viſion, and be- 
13+ 14: bold one like the ſon of man, came with 


— 22, 


the cloudes of heaven, and came to the an- 
tient of days; and they brought him near 
before him : and there was given him do- 
minion and glory, and a kingdom; that 
all people and nations, and languages 
ſhould ſerve him: His domimionis an ever- 
laſting dominion, which ſball not paſs a- 
way ; and his kingdom that which ſball 
not be deſtroy d. It will not decay or 
ceaſe of it ſelf ; nor be deſtroy'd by any 
other power. And judgment was given 
to the ſaints of — high, — the 
time came that the ſaints poſſeſſed the łing- 
dom : And it was given to the people of t 
fats of the moſt 85 ; whoſe kingdom is 
an everlaſting kingdom, and all dominions - 


. ſhall ſerve and obey him: It will prevail 


thro' the world, and continue for ever; 
and all the powers of the carth ſhall be 
made ſubject to it, and be govern'd by 
the laws of his kingdom. The evange- 
liſt ſays with reference to theſe ſcriptures z 
the Lord God ſhall give him the throne of 


his Father David, and he ſhall reign over 


the houſe of Facob for ever, of his 


Luk. i. 33. ing dom there ſball be no end, i. e. over 


the ſpiritual ſeed, and in the goſpel King 
dom. | | 
| . * | | 


ha _ 


* 
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Indeed, the Apoſtle ſays; Then comerh 
the end, when he ſhall deliver up the king- 
dom to God, even the Father, when Fo 
ſhall put down all rule and authority and 
power-—— and when all things ſpall be" Cor = 
ſubau'd to him, then ſhall the Son alſo him- 
ſelf be ſubjeft unto him, who put all things 
under him, that God may be all in all. 
The adminiſtration will change hands, 
and be more eminently in the hands of the 
Father, which is now more eminently in 
the hands of Chriſt, and who is metefore . 
ſaid tobe All in All. The preſent adminiſtra - 
tion of the Mediatorial kingdom will ceaſe, 
when the ends of it are attain d: It will 
be no longer a kingdom exercis d over 
faln creatures, in otder to their reeove- 
ry ; when they are already recover. 
The decree will be aceompliſh'd, and the 
kingdom compleat. But he will be a me- 
diator to all eternity, and act as king of 
the redeem'd world, and be the object of 
their bleſſedneſs, and of their praiſe 3 who 
will communicate all bleſſings to them, 
and receive their homage and praiſe for e. 
ver. Thelamb will be the light of rbe neu 
Feruſalem ; and they will be happy in &. Joh. 5 
ing with him, and beholding his glory. 
And they will always aſcribe glory to him 
and ſay; Thou art worthy, for thouwaſt 
Alain, and haſt redeem'd us to God by thy 
blood, out of every kindred and * 
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2 and _ And worthy" is 
who was ſlain to recerve power, 
ah riches, and wiſdom, and ſtreng th, 
and honour, and glory, and bleſſme : Every 
kind of glory. And being, and honour, 
and glory, and power, be unto him who 
ſittethon the throne, and unto the Lamb, 
"2 for ever and euer. | 
I ſhall conclude with ſome particular 
Inferences. 
1. We learn the wiſe goodneſs of the 
great God, in ſetting up a kingdom of 
grace in this loſt world. He has erected 


a a throne for the Mediatour, in the ruin'd: 


creation, and againſt all oppoſition made 
to it. How admirable is the contrivance 
of the divine mercy, to appoint his Son a 
king over rebels; to reſcue them from 
the power of the great apoſtate and uſurp- 
er, and recover them to their allegiance 
to God, and to all the marks of his fa- 
vour ? If the injur d ſoverign had proceed- 
ed with rigour, and inſiſted upon his ut- 
moſt right, he muſt have deſtroy d and 
laid waſte the rebellious world, and made 
© ſacrifice of every ſinner to his injur'd ho- 


_ *_nour, How merciful is the appointment 


of the king in Sion; how wiſe the con- 
trivance, placed in the fitteſt hand, and 


we the * FEEL of ſuccels? 


How 


A dab a _ 


How glorious is the king Meſſiah up- 
on his throne? How powerful and exten- 
ſive his ſway, which reaches to the ends 
of the carth, and is eminently dilplay'd 
towards his church? How glorious will 
he be at laſt, when he ſhall have ſubdu d 
all his enemies, and rewarded every faith- 
full ſcryant ? When he will reign without 
controul from any; and in the midſt of 
univerſal acclamations and praile },repre- 
ſent the glorious Redeemer to your minds 
at preſent, by the exerciſe, of your faith; 
in all the grandeur and magnificence of 
his future ſtate, ſcated upon a. glorious 
throne, and ſurrounded with all the glo- 
rified and redeem'd world: glorified in 


his ſaints, and admired in all who believe, 


2. Nothing is to be admitted in the 
kingdom of Chriſt, but by his appornt- 
ment and authority. For he only is king 


in his church, and has a proper xight to 
preſcribe laws to his ſubjects; to appoint 


the ordinances of worſhip, and rules. of 
life, and terms of acceptance with God. 
'Tis invading his prerogative, and.intrud» 
ing into his office, to introduce human ap- 
pointments, without the authority of his 


7 


word. Our Lord tells the Fews.; In vain Matt. xv. 
do you worſbip me, teac hing for doc krines the * 


command ments of man; And the Apo- 


ſtle condemns voluntary. humility, and Cod l. 


e which depend upon humane 2% 


appointment 
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appointment, and are without a divine 
command. *Tis highly offenſive to the 
jealous God,and injurious to the Redeem- 
ers rights; and not likely to be attend- 
ed with his preſence and bleſſing. How 
bold an invaſion of the authority of Chriſt 
is the vaſt heap of humane doctrines, and 
humane rites in the church of Rome; and 
how little effectual to any real purpoſes 
of ſpiritual good? What a ſad example 

of apoſtacy and degeneracy, from the 
_ ſimplicity of the goſpel? How awful a 
warning to the faithful ſubjects of Chriſt 2 
Let us keep cloſe to the appointments of 
Chriſt our king, as we own his authority 
only; andhold facred and inviolable the 
laws of his kingdom, in all the precepts 
of duty, as well as ordinances of worſhip, 
as thoſe who have learnt to call no man 
ather earth ; and who profels to be- 
var. lee x gon one is our maſter, even Chriſt. 

3. What encouragement and 

does this afford, under all the ſufferings 
and calamities of the church of God. In- 
deed tis often perſecuted and diſtreſſed by 
the powers of the earth; and its over- 
throw and ruin deſign'd and threaten'd: 
It has been ſometimes brought undcr 
great difficulties, and dark proſpects; the 
minds of good men are often in pain, 
dA and there are many thoughts of heart. 
They tremble, becauſe of the ark, and are 
83 grieved 
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grieved for the aſflickions of Foſeph : They 
have many melancholly proſpects, and 
diſcouraging fears. But this is the great 
relief, under the worſt circumſtance of 
things ; the Lord reigneth, let the earth 


rejoice, The king of the church, is the 
lord of the world, and ſtands charg d with 


the care of it, and he will not ſuffer his 


enemies finally to prevail; or the church 
to be undone. He will ſteer the ſhip of 
the church in every ſtorm, and bring it ſafe 
thro* the moſt tempeſtuous ſea, to the 
deſired haven : The captain of our ſalua- 
tion, will make us more than conguerours, 
in the fierceſt conflict, and bring the many” 
ſons to glory at laſt, We may ſing the 
Pſalmiſts triumph, in the greateſt danger; 

Therefore will we not frar, tho the earth 
be remou d, and the mountains carried in- 
to the midſt of the ſea 


A 41 As 


God is in the Phil. alvi. 
midſt of her, 2 not be mou d; God * 


ſhall help her, and that right early. The — 5. 6. 


Tord of hoſts is withus, the God of Jacob 
ir our refuge. 
4. How proper is our ſubj 


bedience. He is God's king upon his ho- 
ly hill: Ve profeſs to own his authority, 
and acknowledge his right. How ſuitas ' 
ble is allegiance and ſubjection to the ſo» 
vereign of the world, and king of the 
church? The Pſalmiſt exhorts to this pur- 
9 here: Be now therefore O ye 


kings 


— — 


ecion and o- 


a. tt a rt „ * * ͤ— dro 8 
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kings ; be inſtr fine judges of the earth: 
kiſs the Son leaſt he be angry. i. e. pay him 
homage and ; dang Should we not 
give entire and abſolute ſubjection to him, 
renounce. the dominion of cvery other 
Lord, and declaim all other pretenſion; 
obſerve all things whatſoever he bath 
commanded: and walk in all the ordinances 
and commandments of the Lord blameleſs ? 
Should not our obedience be chearful and 
willing, to ſo rightful and gracious a 
Lord? How rcadily ſhould we take his ca- 
ole, and light burden Should we not 
be fix'd and rcloly'd in our mind, againſt 
all oppoſition ; and not terrified or diſ- 
couraged, by the appcaranceot difficulty, 


or proſpect of danger? ſhould we not 


firmly adhere to him, thro all tryals in 
the way, and unto the end of life; and 


ſerve him in righteouſneſs and holineſs, 
without fear, all our days. 


Has he not an unqueſtionable right, who 


is appointed king by God, and ſolemnly 


own'd by us? Is there any ground of 
challenge, or pretence for demur ? Whoſe 
government are you under, if not under 
his? Are you not the ſubjects of the king- 
dom of darkneſs, and ſlaves and captives 
of the Devil? Are you not led at the 
pleaſure of your greateſt enemy, and 
made to ſerve with rigour in the moſt 
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ly prevail, and all his ages. who would 
not 2 7 he ; e be 
brought fort ore Can 
you hope to contend with him who is 
mighty in ſtrength; or eſcape delervd 
vengeance ? Will not the s and 
1 2 of the earth, periſh from the way, 


— he is angry, and his wrath is kin- 
dled but a little? Will not the kings 
the earth, and the great men, and t 
rich men, and the chief captains, and the 


243 


mighty men —— hide themſelves inthe, . 
dens and rocks of the mountains ; and 2 


ſay to the rocks and mountains, fall on 
uc, and hide us from joy ace of him who 
ſitteth on the . ; aud from the wrath 


of the lamb : For the great day of his wrath. 


is come, and who ſhall be able to ſtand ? 
On the other hand, will not all his faith- 
ful ſervants be made kings and prieſts un- 
to God; be enrich'd, and advanc'd to the 
higheſt honours; be publickly apptovd, 


and gloriouſly rewarded at laſt; and re- 
ceive a croum of life, . 


222 hereafter ? 
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SERMON IX. 

Meſſiah a Prieſt. 

ee Tere fora pron þ HCH AVI IIA 
Plal. cx 4. 


Thou art a prieſt for ever after the 
order of Melchizedeck. 


HIS whole Pſalm is a di- 
rect and ſingle prophecy 
of the Meſſiah, and was 
ſo underſtood by the an- 
tient Fews, as appears by 
wy our Lord's reference to it 
in the goſpel, Matt. xxii. 41. It contains 
a deſcription of the inveſtiture and ex- 
erciſe of his kingly office; both towards 
his — whom he rules with the rad 

ength ; and makes a willing peo- 


ple mn he oy of rp $.— 4. and 


£ 4 toward 


* 
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towards his enemies, whom he was to 
conquer and deſtroy ; The Lord at 
thy right hand ſball ſtrike thro kings 
in the day of his wrath ; he ſhall judge 
among the heathens. 5. — 6. In this 
verſe he deſcribes his prieſtly office, 
by the oath of God, and the order of it; 
The Lord hath ſworn, and will not repent, 
to ſhew that it was not a ſmall or com- 
mon matter, but a thing of great impor- 
tance; for de are not allow'd to ſwear but 
in weighty cauſes. Thou art a prieſt for 
ever, &c. The words depend upon the 
_ firſt verſe, and ſtand related to it: The 
Lord ſaid unto my Lord, ſit thou at my 
right hand; the fame Lord ſays here; 

ou art a Prieſt for ever, &c. He was 
conſecrated to his prieſtly office by this 
word of his oath, g. 4. I conſtitute thee 
ſuch a one, and give thee full powerto 
bleſs all thy ſubje 
them, in every 
the world. 
| In 1 Hon this ſubjea I hall 

- propoſe. 

1 To open the ee of * prieſtly 

office. "RES. 


and to the end of 


I To mew iy w ede was'e priet, af- 


ter the order of Melchizedeck. 
III. To conſider what was bade to 
himſelf, and diſtinct from all other or- 
ders of prieſt- hood. And then apply it. 
2 R 1 I. 


— — 


„ as well as reign over 
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I. I am to open the zature of the Meſ- 

fiah's prieſt-hood. This is one branch of 

his general office of Mediatour ; as the 
prophetick and kingly office are the o- 

ther. It will be neceſſary to obſerve be- 

fore I proceed, that there is a double 

prieſt- hood mention'd in the ſcripture, 

that of the ſtock of Aaron, and tribe of 

Levi; and that after the order of Mel- 
chizedeck : the Apoſtle ſays, He roſe af- 

Reb. vii, ler the order of Melchizedeck, Was 
11, wot called after the order of Aaron. It 
bore a greater likeneſs to the one, than 

to the other, tho his prieſtly office par- 

took of the common nature of prieſt- 
hood, and took in what was common to 

both, as well as what is peculiar to one 

of them. The levitical prieſts were ei- 

ther, the ordinary prieſts for the daily 
ſervice, who were many; or the high 

and chief prieſt, of which there was on- 

ly one. And tho'there were ſome things 
peculiar to the high-pricſt ; yet what- 
ſoever belong d to the other, was com- 

mon to him: So that we need only con- 

ſider it, with reference the high · prieſt, 

to which the Apoſtle expreſly applies it. 

Heb. il. i. He is the apoſtle, and ee of our 
profeſſion. To underſtand this aright, 
we. mult conſider . Thene- 
geſſary qualifications of the perſon. 2, 
The eſſential acts of the office. 


hy 
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F r. There were two qualifications, 


neceſſary to the perſon of the high . 
prieſt. | 
1. That he ſhould be one of the ſame 
nature, or one from among themſelves: 
for as the high-prieſt was a kind of Me- 
diatour between God and the - people, 
who was to repreſent the people, and 
at in their name, and to be the mini- 
ſter of God to the people; ſo he muſt 
be of the ſame nature with thofe for 
whom he tranſacted, and whom he re- 
preſented. One of another nature cou'd 
not repreſent outs, or tranſact with God 
for us with propriety; nor could he be 
ſuppos d to have the ſame kindly and 
natural concern for us. This the Apo- 
— _ s down as a Principle; Every 
taken from among men, is or- 
—＋ or men, A — pertaining to 
God —— who can have compaſſion on - h 
the ignorant, and on them who are out 1 2. 
of the way for that he himfelf is com- 
paſsd with infrmity. And again; We 
have not an big b. prieſt who cannot be 
touch with the Haba of our infirmi- 
ties; but was in all points n 1 .. 
tried, late as we are. | 
In this reſpect the Meſſiah was qua- 
lified to be an high; prieſt for us; for tho 
he was the ſon of God, he became the 
len os m and aſſum d our nature, tho 
| R 4 he 
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he partook of the divine. So the Apo- 
ſtle obſerves : For as much as the cbil- 


1. 14. dren are partakers of fleſh and blood, he 


— 16, 


— 17. 


us. Ihe prieſthood under the law was 


alſo himſelf likewiſe tosk part of the ſame. 


For this very reaſon, and upon this ac- 


count, he took our flcſh and blood. 


And fo he took not on him the nature of 
angels but the ſeed of Avraham: Be- 
cauſe he was not to ſuffer for angels, or 
to be their high-prieſt. And by this 
means he was not only capable of re- 
preſenting our nature; but diſpos'd to 
compaſſion and concern, and ſo it be- 
hau'd him in all things to be made like 
unto his brethren, that he might be a 
merciful and faithful high-prieſt. There 
was not only a propricty. and fitneſs; 
but -a neceſſity, that our high prieſt 
ſhould be like to us; that he might be 
capable of exerciſing mercy, as well as 
being faithful; and that having ſuffer'd 
being tempted, he might be able to ſuc- 


cour them who are tempted. 


2. That he ſhou'd be ſeperated and ſet 
apart. for his office. There was conſe- 
cration neceſſary, as well as likeneſs to 


a ſacred encloſure, not to be invaded by 
any one: None were to be admitted to 
it, but ſuch as were called of God, and 
ſolemnly inveſted. It was confin'd to the 
tribe of Levi, and family of Aaron; 

| They 


They who are the ſons of Levi, receive Heb. Vi. 
the office of prieſt- hood: and the inveſti- 


ture was ſolemniz'd by anointing with 
oil, which was the higheſt, and moſt ſig- 


nificant rite : Every higþ-prieſt taken 
from among men, is ordain d for men, 

. wy — to God. And 10 i 
| th this honour to himſelf, but he 

— ic called of God as was Aaron. 1t© ® 
was reckon'd an high preſumption, to in- 

vade the prieſtly office, and expos d to 
ſevere puniſhment. We find God ex- 

preſs'd his jealouſy for his appoinments, 
and reveng'd the profanation with remarx- 

able vengeance, in the caſe of Corah and 
his companions, when the earth open d | 
her mouth and ſwallow'd them up. And Numb. 
we find, that the anger of the Lord was i. 32. 
kindled againſt Uzza, and he ſmotehim, 
becauſe he put his hand to the ark; and 
there he died before the Lord; tho it was N 
with appearance of reverence and reſpect, 
becauſe it was againſt an expreſs com- 
mand. Azariah the prieſt told King 
Uzziah; It appertaineth not to thee to burn 
mcenſe to the Lord ; but to the prieſt. 


s the. - 
ſons of Aaron, who are conſecrated to 
burn incence And the leproſy roſe up 
in his forehead, before the prieſts in the 
houſe of the Lord; and he was a l.. 
fer unto the day of his death. This Sunn. 

was neceſſary to give authority * 18. 19. 

| they 
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they did, to ſecute the divine preſence 
and blefling, and render their admini- 
ſtrations effectual. 

The Meſſiah was qualified by divine 
appointment and approbation z and actu- 
ally inveſted and ſet apart to his office, 
This appears by the Apoſtles reddition ; 
ſo alſo Chrift glorified not himſelf to be 


Keb. v.. ad anhigh-prieſi : He did not arrogate 


to himſelf, or aſſume a glory which did 
not belong to him; t Er who ſald to 
him; thou art in Son, this day have 
— 6. I begotten thee : and, Thou art a 
prieft for ever, after the order of Mel. 
_ chizedeck. In this fence he was made 
perfect, or conſecrated, and called of God 
an high-prieft: And expreſty, The Son 
is conſecrated for evermore. So he is 
of God the Father, and anointed 
with the oil of glagneſs; endow'd with 
extraordinary gifts, as well as ſet apart 
to an extraordinary pu He __ 

a commandment 2 the Father 1 and 
came in purſuit of his will, when he 
laid down his life, and offer'd himſelf 
2 ſacriſice: He was authoriz'd and com- 
miſſion d by the Father's appointment, 
to perſorm the office of high · prieſt, and 
was aſſur d thereby of TI a 
!. The eſſential e of the office; 
_ it muſt be remembred, that the 


office 


_— 
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office of prieſt-hood, in the ſtrict and 
proper conſideration, reſpects mankind 
as faln, and ſuppoſes the world to 'be 
under guilt. There was no ſuch. thing 
as a proper prieſt, in our innocent ſtate, 
nor any need of one. Now, to anſwer 
the exigence of a ſinners caſe, for whom 
the prieſt muſt be ſuppoſed to tranſact; 
there is a double work to be perform'd 
by him. 

1. To offer ſacrifice. The prieſts un- 
der the law offer d all their facrifices z * 
both thoſe which were gratulatory, or 
acknowledgments of mercy; and thoſe = 
which were expiatory, or atonements 
for fin, which the Apoſtle calls © gifts 
and ſacrifices ” but the principal work Heb, v. i. 
of the high-prieſt, was the great propi- X. 9. 
tation, or the expiatory „which 
was offer d to God, for the whole con- 
gregation, once a year, in the holy of 
holies; and was deſign'd as an humble 
acknowledgment of guilt, and deſert of 
puniſhment ; and to make an atone- 
ment to God: He printed the blood" of, zul. 
the ſacrifice upon the mercy” ſeat, and 15. 16. 
made an attonement. They own'd by 
every facrifice their deſert of puniſhment; 
and to be made à facrifice; and the 
ow was as it were, transferr'd to the 
ſacrifice when it was devoted, and of 
ſerd up to God. But in the ſecond, 
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ment the higb- prieſt alone once every 

— 7. year, not without blood, which he offer d 
for himſelf,” and for the errours of the 

| people. And the high-prieſt enter d in- 
25. e the holy place every 'year with the 
blood of others. n Nfz 

The Meſſiah in this ſence is a proper 

prieſt, for he offer'd a ſacrifice to God: 

His Soul was made an offering for ſin; 

ſo the Apoſtle obſerves ; that Chriſt be- 
nig come an high-prieſt, --- not by the 
1. 12: blood of bulls and goats, but by his own 
blood: And he appear d to put away ſin, 

— 26. bythe ſacrifice of himſelf ; « dato wipe 
out the ſcore, ſo that tis no longer actio- 
nable. And we find alluſions to almoſt 
all the legal ſacrifices: He was the lamb 
of God who taketh away the ſms of the 
world ; refering to the daily ſacrifice. 
And Chriſt our paſſover was ſacrificed 
for us ; and he was once offer d to bear 
the fins of many; or carry them away 
like the ſcape goat. And particularly, 
he is the propitiation for our ſms; allu- 
ding to the annual ſacrifice on the great 
day of atonement. rn 
His entire human nature was the ſa- 
_ crifice he offer d, and it receiv d its dignity 
and value from the divine, to which it was 
united, and by which it was offer d up: For 
be thro the eternal ſpirit, offer'd 1 


— 
E * 
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ſelf without ſpot, to God. By this ſa-— 14+ 
crifice he made an atonement for ſin, 
and ſatisfi d the demands of law and ju- 
ſtice z and purchas d our forfeited bleſ- 
ſings and loſt happineſs: He procur-d 
the pardon of ſin, the divine favour, : 
the gift of the ſpirit, and eternal life. 8 
So we read of making reconciliation or * 
propitiation i\aoxe2m, for the ſins of the Heb. ir. 
people; and af the redempt eon of tranſs * 
 greſſions Auth by the means of death« 

He purgrs and cleanſes from ſin, 4 Su- Heb. i. 3. 
eld and gave his life a ranſom tor us, 1 Joh. i. 7. 
MWress and arriauregy. And he Save tt. x58 
himſelf for us, and for our fins, ef 28, * 
and mei apgprior 7. e. in our room, Tim. ii, 
and for the pardon. of our ſins; the dal. . + 
one ſignifies more properly the final, 
the other the moving cauſe. On the 
other hand, we are a purchasd poſe: 
ſeſſion ; and redeem d by his precious blood.” 
And he has obtain d — redempti- Heb. ix. 
on for us, and the promiſe of the erer. IM 
nal inheritance. 

2. To make interceſſion. The orieſ otß⸗ 
fer d up the prayers of the people, as well 
as their ſacxifice, and obtain'd bleſſings 
for them, as well as made expiation. Be- 
ſides their daily ſervice, or morning and 
evening ſacrifice ; the high · prieſt enter d 
into the holieſt of all, on thè great day 


of expiation, to preſent the prayers of 
the 
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the whole congregation, as well as to 
offer ſacrifice in the preſence of God; 
and he ſprinkled the blood of the facri- 
Num- vi. fice upon them; and bleſſed them in the 
23. name of the Lord. The Apoſtles ex- 
3 preſſion imply's this, of his entering into 
the holy place made with hands, which 
Heb. is. are the figures of the true: He offcrd 
** incenſcin the holieſt of all, at the ſame 
time the people were cpraying in the out- 

ward court. 

The Meſhah is our high-prieſt with 
reſpect to interceſſion, as well as ſacri- 
fice, not only as he pray'd to God here 
on earth, when he ſanctiſied hrmſelf, or 
prepared himſelf for ſacrifice z after the 
ſame manner the high-prieſt prayed on 
the great day of atonement; firſt, for 
himſelf; and then for the apoſtles, for 
their unity and peace, their ſanctification 
and preſervation to the end, and their 
final bleſſedneſs in heaven; and laſtly, 
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for all who ſhould hereafter believe on 


him; as we read particularly in Job. xvii. * 
But eſpecially as he is entered into hea- 
ven, and acts in the character of an high 
pricſt there; Seeing then we have a great 
high-prieſt, who is paſſed into the heavens, 
Jeſus the Son of God, who is mn” 
3 


— 


* 8 — 


— — 


+ Outam Sacrificiis, Part 1. Caps xr. . 0+ 
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the feeling of our infirmities ; or bears a 
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tender ſenſe of our wants. And Chriſt be · Heb. ix. 
ing come an high-prieſt of good things to 


come, by a greater and more perfect taber- 
nacle, not made with hands; that is to 
ſay, not of this building neither by the 


blood of goats and calves, but by his own 


blood, he entered in once into the hotly 
place; i. e. He offers himſelt before God 


with his blood, and preſents it in the hea · 


venly ſanctuary, So he is a miniſter of the. 
ſanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, 
which the Lord bath pitched, and not 
man; and hath obtained 4 more ener- 
lent miniſtry ; i. e. to officiate in the 
heavenly ſanQuary, which was typify'd 


by the carthly, "Tis a remarkable paſ- 


the legal inſtitution, and to remain 'al- 
aways upon carth; for there was ano» 
ther pricſt-hood there, which was not to 
give place, till his was perfected ; that 
is, till he enteted into heaven, and be- 
gan his interceſſion: It vas before that 


incomplcat; and could not have been 


effectual for our good without it. As the 
ſacrifice of Chriſt was prefigured by the 
ſacrifice of the beaſts; ſo his entering 
into heaven was pretigured by the prieſts 
bis * carrying 
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carrying the blood into the holieſt of all. 

The whole figure was not to paſs away, till 

the whole truth was come ; and both muſt 

be accompliſhed, before the levitical prieſt- 

_ . hood was to be removed. And again, Chriſt 
is not entered into the holy place made with 

hands, --- but into heaven itſelf, now to ap- 
pear inthe preſence of God for us, or on our 

behalf. He repreſents the merit of his ſacri- 
fice, and recommendstheir caſe to God, and 
expreſſes his deſires of mercy and favour. 

Chriſt who died and is riſen again, 7s 

ever at the right hand of God, and alſo 
Rom. viii. -yaketh interceſſion for us: He is advan- 
ons ced to the higheſt dignity and authority 
in heaven, interceding for ſinners, who 

ate here on earth: And he ever lives to 

Heb. vii. make interceſſion for us: He died to be- 
23 come a ſacrifice, but lives to intercede; 
and he ever intercedes, as he ever lives; 

and, upon this account, is able to ſave 

to the uttermoſt, becauſe his interceſſion 

is always prevalent. So the apoſtle ſays, 

1 Joh. ii. F any man ſin, we have an advocate with 
. the Father, Feſus Chriſt the righteous, 
and he is the propitiation for our ſms. 
He pleads our cauſe in the court of hea- 
ven, againſt the charge of the broken 
law, and challenges of juſtice; and againſt 

all the accuſations of the Devil, the great 
adverſary and accuſer of the brethren, 
in the virtue of his ſpotleſs 3 

n. an 
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and perfect ſacrifice. And his interceſſi- 
on is not a mere entreaty of favour, or 
application to the divine mercy; but a 
claim of right : for he pleads law and 
juſtice, the merit of his ſacrifice, and 
purchaſe of his blood : His prayers are al- 
ways effetzual prayers; and the Father 
- always hears him. He never. loſes a 
cauſe, or receives a denial. - He preſents 
our prayers and ſervices to God, and 
gives them efficacy and ſucceſs. - He of 


fers the prayers of all ſaints upon the Rom. vill, 


golden altar, before the throne, with 
much incenſe ; and actually diſpences in 
the vertue of his interceſlion, all the 
bleſſings he has purchas'd by his death. 


II. I am to conſider, how he was a 
prieſt, after the order of Melchizedeck ; 
or after his ſimilitude; this is expreſly 
aſſerted here, and often referred to by 
the Apoſtle, Who Melchizedeck was 
is yariouſly conjecturd among learned 
men: It appears by the deſcription here 


Salem, by * Foſephus and F Philo; not 
an angel or the holy ſpirit ; as ſome have 
. . 4 ſuppos d; 


ee, + Capete Hd. 2:De lege %. 


given of him, that he was a real man; 
and he is expreſly mention'd as king of 


3» 


154 
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ſuppos d; to which the actions aſcrib'd to 
him, of bringing. forth bread and wine : 
And the reaſoning of the Apoſtle, that 
he receiv'd tiths, and was upon that ac- 
count more excellent than Abraham ; do 
not agree. Nor yet, I think, the Son of 
God, as others have thought ; * tor he 
could not be ſaid to be made lite to 
himſelf, and after his own ſimilitude; and 
then he wou'd be both the type and an- 
titype too. Nor be diſtinguiſh'd from 
the order of Aaron; Indeed, we ate not 


concern'd to know who he was, as we 


have no ſufficient means of knowing it, 
and the Apoſtle's argument requires it 
ſhould be conceal'd from us: But only 


to know what is ſaid of him in ſcrip- 


ture, and what is intended by this re- 


ſemblance. The order of Melchizedeck, 
- was 


”— 


— 


* Gaillard: Melcheridecus. + Dr. Wallis thinks 
he was Shem, the eldeſt Son of Noah, from whom the 
AMzſpah deſcended, and in whoſe family and poſterity 
the — of God was preſerv d. Theol. Dic. Part 2. 
1 7. 

10 Mr. Ferieu ſays, he was Ham, the third fon of Noah, 
in whoſe diviſion the land of Canaan fell; and that 
upon his repentance, his name was chang'd into Me- 
_— Hiftoir. Critick. Vol. I. Chap. 12.. © 

. Owen conjectures, that he was of the poſteri- 
of Faphet, and took as it were livery and ſein 
his gentle poſterity, who in due time were to be 
brought into full poſſeſſion, of all the privileges of 
the [ n of & Ms Pal. 3. on the Heb. 
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was in being before the levitical prieſt- 

hood was inſtituted, and had nothing ſo 
ceremonial, and ritual belonging to. it, 


There are ſeveral things peculiar to 
this, and diſtin from the former; 


as, f 
1. He was a king and a prieſt. So the 
Apoſtle ſays, He was king of Salem, Heb. ri. i. 
and prieſt of the moſt high God. He 
was firſt king of righteouſneſ#, which is 
the ſignification of the name; and af- 
terwards ing of Salem, which is king 
of peace. He was firſt a righteous king, 
and then a peaceful one. Theſe two 
offices antiently belang'd to the fame | 
perſon ; tho” afterwards they were dil © © 4 
tinguiſh'd, and belong d to diffetent tribes. 
In Melchrzedeck both met together; and | 
he was both king and prieſt. In this 
reſpect the Meſſiah was a prieſt after the 
order of Melchizedeck; that is, a royal 
prieſt ; or in the prophets expreſſion, 4 
zeſt upon a throne. He reigns at the 
right hand of God, as well asinterceedsg %, i. 
there: Who is even at the right hand of 34. 
God, who alſo maketh interceſſion for us. 
and the Apoſtle ſays, He have ſuch an 
high-prieſt, who is ſet on the right hand 
of the throne of the Majeſty in the hea- Heb. vill. 
vens. He ſits upon a throne, as well as 
waits at the altar; and is a righteous 
king, and prince of: Peace s as well as 


— 7 
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prieſt of the moſt high God. The govern- 


ment is upon his ſhoulders, and a ſcep- 
ter of righteouſneſs is the ſceptcr of his 
kingdom; tho he bore our iniquity in his 
own body onthe tree. He is both a prince 
and ſaviour ; and the /amb ſlain in the 


midſt of the throne. 


2. Melchizedeck recciv'd tithes from 
Abraham, and bleſſed him: This is ano- 
ther circumſtance remarkable in the caſe, 
and taken notice of by the Apoftle ; To 
whom alſo Abraham gave the tenth part 
of all. And, now conſider how great 
this man was, to whom even the patri- 
arch Abraham, gave the tenth of the 
ſpoils : i. e. Of all he had now taken in 
ſpoil, not of all his poſſeſſions; and 


which was antiently given to kings and 


prieſts, as belonging to God, and repre- 


ſenting him; and was an expreſſion of 


religious, as well as civil homage. And 
he met Abrabam returning from the 
ſlaughter of the kings, and bleſſed him; 
And, he receiv/d tiths of Abraham, and 


bleſſed him who had the promiſe. i. e. 


From whom Levi ſprang, and to whom 


the covenant of grace was made,” It 
was proper to the prieſts both to receive 
tithes and bleſs the people; and it ſhew'd 
a preheminence and ſuperiority. So the 


Apoſtle argues; And without all con- 
- 7. tradiction, the leſs is bleſſed of the great- 


er: 
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er: He was more excellent who gave 


the bleſſing, than he who recciv'd it. 


The Apoſtle obſerves another circum- 
ſtance of this matter; Levi alſo i. e. The 
family and tribe of Levi, who receiud 


tithes, paid tithes in Abraham ; for be 


was yet in the loins of his father, when 
Melchizedeck met him. The prieſts re- 
cciv'd tithes as they receiv'd the office of 
prieſthood, by vertue of the law ; They 
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who are of the ſons of Levi, and receide — 3 


the office of prieſthood, have a command 
to take tithes of the people, according to 


the law. But Abraham the father of the 


prieſthood, paid tithes to Melchizedeck, 
as the pricſt of the moſt high God, as 
well as king of Salem; and as an ac- 
knowledgment of his victory and ſucceſs 
to God, 

There is the higheſt honour due to 
Chriſt from the greateſt creatures : The 
greateſt friend of God, muſt pay acknow- 
ledgments to him. All other prieſts and 
princes, muſt pay tithe and tribute to 


this great high· prieſt. Crowns and king- 


doms are at his diſpoſal, by whom kings 
reign, and princes decree juſtice ; and the 


kings and judges of the earth, muſt kiſs 


the ſon, the king upon the holy hill of Sion; 
and pay homage to him who fits upon 
the throne, and own his ſovereignty, 
and preheminence in all things. 

| 83 3. His 
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forth were from of old, from ee 
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3. His original and deſcent was peculi- 
ar, it hout father, without mother, with- 
out deſcent; having neither beginning of 
days, or end of life; but made like unto 
the fon of God: i. e. Not ſtrictly and li- 
terally ſo, for that is impoſſible; but he 
was ſo as to us, and with reſpect to his 
office. He was not of the pedigree of 
Abraham, or deſended from the prieſtly 
order; and ſo the Apoſtle explains him- 
ſelf : But he, whoſe deſcent was not count- 
ed from them; An yeriaAoyouterO. e & c 
not of the genealogy of that people, or 
deſcended from Abraham ; but made like 
unto the ſon of God : Perhaps, like the 
angels, who are immortal ; for fo the 
Apoſtles reaſoning requires, which is to 
ſhew, that Chriſt is like Melchizedeck, 
not that Melchizedeck is like to Chrift. 
The ſcriptures have purpoſely conceal'd 
his original, and left it in the dark; and 
there is no relation or record from - 
whence he deſcended, or his prieſtly 
office was deriv'd ; * that it might be the 
fitter a type and emblem of Chriſt, who 
is the eternal fon of God; whoſe 


— — 
* 5 9 fays of Servius Tullius; Natum pa- 
be _ matre 7 21 ingenio, virtute regnum tema, 
iv. c. 
Eat I 3 'nullis majoribus ortos ; 
yixiſſe probos, magnis et 12 auctor. 
Hor. Lib. 1. Serm. Saty. 6, 
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and who is in his office, the ſame yeſter- 


N 
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day, today, and for ever. His deſcent Heb. xiit. 


is unknown and cternal; who can de- 
Clare his generation? As God, he ex- 
iſted from all eternity; as man he was 
born of a virgin, by the immediate a- 
gency of the divine ſpirit. In ſhort, like 
Melchezedeck, he did not deſcend from 
the tribe of Levi, but had a being long 
before it : He was before Abraham, the 
father of Levi. 
4. His pricſthood was unchangable and 
everlaſting. This is the thing principal- 
ly inſiſted upon by the Apoſtle, and in 
great variety of expreſſions. He abideth 
@ prieſt continually. And, Here men die 
who receive tithes 5; under the levitical 
pricſthood ; but there, in the caſe of Met- 
chizedeck ; he receiud them of whom 'tis 
witneſſed, that he livethb. And again, 
2 2 ſamilitude of Melchizedeck 
e ariſeth —— zeſt, who is made 
— after the law of a carnal command- 
ment ; but after the power of an endleſs 
life: Not by the levitical law which was 


15. 16, 


ccremonial and temporary, and related 


to men who were mortal, and muſt be 
ſucceeded by others; but ſo as to conti- 


nue for ever. | 
This was to this order of 


prieſthood, that he was a prieſt for ever; 


2% for that reaſon was made a prieſt 
3 84 with 
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with an oath ; for thoſe prieſts were made 
without an oath, but this with an oath ; 
by him who ſaid, refering to theſe words 
of the pſalmiſt ; The Lord hath ſworn, 
and will not repent ; Thou art a prieſt 
or ever, after the order of Melchezedeck. 
To ſhew the immutabily of his prieſt- 
hood, and give the ſtronger conſolation 
to true believers; he confirm'd it by an 
_ oath, as he did his promile for the ſame 


* E-reaſon. Where no oath intervenes, God 


may change his inſtitution; but not af- 

tcr his oath. The oath of God, ſhews 
there was no impli'd reſerve, or power 
of revocation. He will not repent, or 
alter his mind; as he did, concerning 


x Sam. ii. E/zes prieſthood ; and as the levitical 


Het. vii, 


prieſthood was chang d: The former prieſt- 
hood being chang'd, there is made of ne- 
ceſſity 4 change alſo of the law: i. e. 
the law of pricſthood : It was tranſlated 
from the order of Aaron, to that of Mel. 
chizedeck, which was before it. And 
the word of the oath which was ſince 
.. the law, making the ſon an high-prieſt, 
who is conſecrated for evermore, 
In this ſence tis repreſented as an un- 
changeable prieſt-hood, and oppoſed to 
the many pricſts of the levitical order; 
For they truly were many prieſts: ie. ſuc- 


27. 24 ceſſiyely, and one after another; becauſe 


they were not ſuffer d to continue, by _ 
| . 
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ſon of death: They died to make room 


for others; but. this man becauſe he con- 
tinueth ever, hath an unchangeable prieſt- 
hood. His endleſs life infers his everlaſt- 


or ceaſe ; never to pals from one to a- 
nother. There was to be but one of 
that order, and never to be a ſucceſſour. 
It was to be perſonally in himſelf, and 
to continue for ever ; without ſucceſli- 
on, and without end. 


III. I am to conſider, what was pe- 
culiar to himſelf, and different from 
both the other orders of prieſt- hood. The 
Apoſtle particularly inſiſts upon this; 
and tis neceſſary to be conſider d, to the 
full underſtanding of the prieſthood of 
Chriſt. And, 

1. He was perfect and ſnleſs, tho he 
acted for ſinners. The prieſts under the 
law, were themſelves ſinners, and needed 
daily to offer ſacrifice, firſt for their own 
ſms, and then for the peoples. And the 
law maketh men higb-prieſt who. have 
infirmity, i. e. ſinful as well as natural 


infirmity, and which needed expiation. 
And by reaſon hereof, he ought as for the v. 


le, ſo alſo for himſelf, to offer for 
L, Add he ofers for diet nd fo 
the errours of the people. This was the 


caſe of all other pricſts : But tis quite 


otherwiſe 


ing prieſt-hood : It was never to alter *oaeater 
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otherwiſe here. The lamb of God who, 


raketh away the ſm 2 the why and by 
which we are redeemd; was a lamb 


without blemiſb, and without ſpot. The 


et. i. 19. Apoſtle ſays; ſuch an high prieſt became 


us, who was holy, harmleſs, undefiled, 
15 ate from ſinners; made higher then 
heavens. He was Haly or conſecrated 


* rity to his office, and devoted to God ; and 


harmleſs, ax5x&., of ſpotleſs purity, and 
free from any ſtain of fin in himſelf : un- 


defiled, not corrupted by others impurity, 
or taintcd with the infection which was 
round about him ; free from any contra- 
&ed as well as inherent evil: ſeperate from 


fenners; as the high-pricſt, was ſeperated 


from converſe with men, ſeven days, be- 
fore the great day of expiation. He was 


not only free from actual ſin, but from 


all temptation to it; and at the greateſt 
diſtance from it : made higher than the 
heavens ; he aſcended up to heaven, out 
of all danger of ſin, and all poſſibility of it. 
Or more pure than the angels, the inhabi- 
tants of heaven, as well as ſeparate from 
ſinners here on carth. And ſuch an high- 
prieſt became us: It was neceſlary in it- 
felf, and ſuitable to the caſe. It was re- 
quiſite that He ſhould be pure and ſpot- 
leſs himſelf, who was to make atone- 
ment for the ſins of others, and that he 


thould have no ſin of Wr 
or, 
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for, or to weaken the efficacy of his Ta- , 
crifice: He offered himſelf without ſpot 4. 
to God. He who is our advocate with | 
the Father, and propitiation for fin, is 2 Orr. v. 
Jeſus Chriſt the righteous ; the holy one 
of God, who knew no fin himſelf, tho' i Pet. ii. 
he was made fin for us; and did no ſin, 22. 
neither was guile found in his mouth. © 
2. He offered himſelf. The legal prieſts 
offcred beaſts and birds, the blood of 
bulls and goats, lambs and calves, and 
pigeons and turtles; all the expiatory 
ſacrifices were with blood, and without 
ſhedding of blood, there is no remiſſion : 
But Chriſt, our great high-prieſt, offered a 
more excellent ſacrifice, as he was of a 
more excellent order of prieſt-hood ; for 
he offered himſelf, and was the ſacrifice as 
well as the prieſt: His ſoul was made an 
offering for ſin ; and he gave his life 4 
ranſom for us ; and gave himſelf for us, 
an offering and ſacrifice to God, for a 
ſmelling ſavour. The apoſtle obſerves this Heb.ix.7. 
difference, Into the ſecond went the high- 
prieſt alone, once every year, not without 17. 
blood —— But Chrift being come an high- 
prieſt e things to come — neither 
A of goats and catves, but by 
his own blood, he entered in once into the 
holy place : His humane nature was the 
ſacrifice, his divine nature the altar, which 
ſanctifieth the gift, as well as the prieſt 
which offered it up. 3. He 


12. 
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3. He offered but one ſacrifice : This 
is often mentioned by the apoſtle, as pe- 
9 culiar to Chriſt ; this he did once, when 
he offered up himſelf : and more diſtinct- 

ix. 25.1y 3 nor yet that he ſbould offer himſelf 
often, as the high-prieſt entered into the 

74 place, every year, with the blood of 

others ; for then muſt he often have ſuf- 

fered ſince the foundation of the world ; 
but now once in the end of the world, 
hath he 2 and ſo he was once of- 
28. red to bear the ſins of many: And We 


I. 16, 13, read of the offering of the body of Feſus 


once for all; and offering one ſacrifice for 
ſin; in oppoſition tothe legal prieſts, who 
daily miniſtred, and offered oftentimes the 
12./ame ſacrifice. As his prieſthood was 
ſingular, ſo was his ſacrifice : it was ne- 
ver repeated, and offered up again ; but 
was at once, or once for all, in oppoſi- 
tion to the daily and annual ſacrifices of 
the law. | 
4. It was fully effeFual, and properly 
meritorious. The Apoſtle uſes many 
diminiſhing expreſſions concerning the 
pricſt-hood and ſacrifices of the legal di- 
ſpenſation; they were only rudiments and 
elements, like the firſt draught or sketch 
of a picture, or the alphabet of à lan- 
guage: They were ſhadows of good things, 
not the body, or image of the things, We 
read of a carnal commandment, and — 
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nal ordinances, which were diſannulled, 
and were only till the time of reformation : 

and of the weakneſs and unprofitableneſs 
of them; 1. e. not altogether ſo, but in 
reſpect of the goſpel, and to the great 
ends of juſtification, and expiation of ſin. 
And again, If perfection were by the le- 
vitical prieſt-hood, what farther need 
was there of another prieſt? i. e. for full 
and proper expiation: In this ſenſe, he 
ſays, If the firſt covenant had been fault- 
leſs, there would have been no place ſought 
for the ſecond ; and the effect cannot riſe 
higher than the cauſe ; and therefore he 
ſays, the law made nothing perfect; and 


could not make him who did the ſervice 


perfect, as pertaining to the conſcience, 


or make the comers thereunto perfect; 
i. e. it could not fully take away the guilt 


of ſin, or ſatisfy the guilty conſcience of 


the forgiveneſs of it. And it was not poſ- 


ſible for the blood of bulls and goats to 
take away ſm : There was nothing ade- 
quate and equal to the nature of rhe of- 
fence, and to the majeſty of God. | 


But now the one ſacrifice of this great 


high-pricſt was a proper expiation of fin, 
and procured full remiſſion: This is ex- 
preſs d in various terms; tis apropitiation 
for ſin, and makes reconciliation for the 
ſins of the people; he takes away the ſin 
of the world, and puts away ſin by the 
7 bse 
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vii. 18. 
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facrifice of himſelf. The Apoſtle repre: 
ſents it very ſignificantly, After he had of 


12. fered one ſacrifice for ſin; he for ever ſat 


down at the right hand of God; in token 
ol its full perfection and acceptance: And 


14. by ane on offering he hath perfected for ever 


them are ſanctiſied: His perfect of- 
fering made them — that is, he ob- 
tained a full pardon of ſin by his ſacrifice, 
and gracious acceptance and favour with 
God ; and the blood of Chriſt purges the 
conſcience from dead works, delivers from 
the condemning ſentence which con- 


{ciencepronounces by reaſon of ſin, when 
the legal ſacrifices only ſanctiſied to the 


purifying of the fleſb ; = he obtained e- 
ternal redemption for us, and is able to 


ſave to the uttermoſt, becauſe he ever 


I. 25. Ives to make interceſſion for us. All the 


legal ſacrifices pointed to Chriſt, and were 
— — of his one ſacrifice; and all receiv- 
ed their proper vertue and accompliſh- 
ment in him. 

I ſhall conclude the Subject with ſome 
brief Exhortations. 

1. Adorc the condeſcent ion and love 
of Chriſt. The conſideration of the 
prieſt- hood of Chriſt, naturally leads us 
to the thoughts of guilt. We have bro- 
ken the righteous law, and provoked the 
divine diſpleaſure, and become obnoxious 


$0.the:carle of cho hun. and all the ct- 
fects 


— —_— 


Meſſiah - a Prieſt. 
feects of incenſed wrath : We were mi- 
ſerable and forlorn, without help and 
refuge, deſtitute of all plea and pretence, 
deſerving to dye, and unworthy pity and 
favour : Now he took our nature, and 
cloathed himſelf with humane fleſh, to 
qualify himſelf to ſuffer for ns, and to 
be capable of ſuitable compaſſion ; that 
he might make atonement for ſin, and 
ſatisfaction to God, render the law ho- 
nourable, and God reconcileable to ſin- 
ners. And how admirable and ſtupen- 
dous was the grace, without example and 
beyond expreſſion, for the ſon of God to 
be made 2 and take a body prepared 
for him, to become an high-pricſt, and 
dye a ſacrifice. 
2. Reverence his authority. He was 
qualified and appointed to his office by 
divine commiſhon, and with a ſolemn 
oath ; inveſted with full authority and 
right, and every way prepared and fitted 
for it: There was nothing wanting tothe 
full accompliſhment, and ſucceſsful per- 
formance of it. Every thing concurred 
in him both in the order of Aaron and 
of Melchizedeck, beſides what was pecu- 
liar to himſelf, and tranſcending all « o- 
thers. 
Reverence the ſon-of God, our great 
jeſt, and ſubmit to his appoint- 


ment: Conſider him as authorized and 
qualified, 
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qualified, as well as diſpoſed and fitted 
for the difficult ſervice. We cannot fay, 


AR.xxiii.as the apoſtle did of Ananias; I wiſt 


>L 


caly fears of your own minds; as what 


not that he was the lord's high-prieſt, in 
either ſenſe of which the words are ca- 
pable; either I did not know that he was 


ſo, or I did not own him as ſuch. He 


carried his credentials along with him, 


and gave full proof of his authority. Let 


us pay an anſwerable regard to the autho- 


rity of this great high- prieſt: Look upon 


him with reverence as well as-love, in 
the execution of his prieſtly office. 
3. Depend upon the merit of his ſacri- 


fice: He offered the great ſacrifice of pro- 


pitiation, and was himſelf the ſacriſioa 

He offered only one ſacrifice, but of ſuf- 
ficient value and perpetual efficacy, which 
made atonement for ſin, and procured 
bleſſings ar the hand of God, and was the 
only valuable conſideration upon which 
the offended God could honourably be 
reconciled to rebels. Fix and center in 
this point; lay the ſtreſs of your faith 
upon this ground, as the only proper 


merit and price, which obtained the par- 
don of ſin, and eternal redemption. Look 


to the blood of atonement under all the 
conſcience of guilt, and ſinful weakneſs, 
under the higheſt apprehenſions of the 
glorious majeſty of God, and all the un- 


— -- - 
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can only make an ä — ſin, 
and pacify as well as e the conſcience 
from dead works. "0 | 
4. Look continually to his interceſſion. 
He is entered with his blood into the 
holieſt of all, and into the heavenly ta- 
bernacle; and is always pleading the me- 
rit of his ſacrifice: He offers it in a way 
of plea to God continually z tho it was 
but once offered upon the croſs: Tis 
our plcadable ſecurity againſt all charges 
againſt us, and for every bleſſing of his 
purchaſe. 

We muſt look continually to the in- 
terceeding high- prieſt, as well as to the 
atoning ſacrifice; for the pardon of e- 
very ſin, and acceptance of every ſer- 
vice. Tis an unſpeakable encouragement 
to our faith and hope, that he is repre- | 
ſented by the Apoſtle, as a merciful and Heb.ilry 2 

Faithful high-prieſt. He is an high; prieſt 
who is touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities; he knows our miſeries, and 
is tenderly diſpoſed, and knows how to 
have compaſſion, becauſe he was compaſ+ 
ſed with infirmity ; and is able to fuc- 
cour the tempted, in that he himſelf hath 
ſuffered being tempted. And the Apoſtle 
and high-pricſt of our profeſſion was 
faithful to him who appointed him; and 
faithful over his own houſe : He is faith- 

ful to God, and to his undertaking; as 
T well 


— — 


J 
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well as merciful to us. Our faithful high- 
prieſt will fill up this great character; 
and will not deceive or diſappoint our 
truſt ; and upon this ground we have /- 
berty and acceſs with confidence through 
the faith of him; and having an high- 
prieſt over the houſe of God, may come 
with a true heart and full aſſurance of 
faith, having our hearts ſprinkled from 

Heb. x. 22 an evil conſcience, and our bodies waſbe 
with pure water. 2 
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— And. ſhall call his Name Ini» 


"— —_ I n 


- 
2 f 
il 


ſent 'by God to encourage 
dex a very formidable 

1 & 3k: ſition made againſt Feruſ& 
lem, by two very powerful adverſaries, 
the kings of Hria and Iſrael: And to 
prevent fear and diſtruſt, he gives an e 


E prophet, towatds the be- 


vere j 
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dence, and arrogant boaſting. But be- 
7 cauſe, it ſeems, Ahaz diſtruſted the Lord 

after all this; and as, appears by the ſto- 
ry, relied on the help of the Mrians; 
God was pleaſed to condeſcend to offer 
a ſign for the greater confirmation and 
12. ſecurity of the matter; and which he re- 
fuſed with a falſe pretence of reverence, 
but real diſtruſt of God; which the pro- 
phet takes notice of, as not only weary- 
13. g men, but God. He not only refuſed 
the meſſage of the prophet, but neglect- 
ed the gracious offer of God. 

In this verſe God is graciouſly pleaſed, 
of his own accord, to promiſe à ſign ; 
not to Abas, who had declined the of- 
fer, but to Judah and the houſe of Da- 
Vid, who were now vers. wh T here- 
14. fore the lord himſelf ſhall give you à ſipn, 
el 4 virgin 1 — and 2 
ſon. This plainly relates to the extraordina- 
ry and miraculous manner of the birth 


Mat. l. 23. Of the Meſſiah, and is ſo applied by the 


Evangeliſt. But how was this a ſign, or to- 
ken tothe houſe of David, of deliverance 
aud preſetrvation at preſent, that the Meſſi- 
ah ſhould be born of a virgin at ſo great a di- 

ſtance of time ? Why partly, as this was fo 
extraordinary an inſtanceof divine power, 
that a virgin ſhould conceive. He who can 
change the courſe of nature, and bring 
ſo ſtrange a thing to pals, ang 
2; Ve- 
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deliverance, and ſecure his people: Tis 
a lower effect of the ſame almighty po- 
wer. And partly, as this was to be the 
place of the Meſſiah's birth : He was to 
be born of the ſeed of David, and in 
the land of Judea, which muſt therefore 
be preſeryed and ſecured in the houſe 
of David, whatſoever attempts might be 
made upon it. This is the ultimate and 
principal deſign of the words, whatſoever 
reſpe they might immediately have to the 
birth of Mahar- ſpalal.haſb-bax, who was 
afterward born to 1/azah by one who 
was now a virgin, and before whoſe com- 
ing to years of diſcretion, or being able 
to refuſe the evil, and chuſe the good; 
both Rein and Pekah, the kings of Sy- 
ria and Iſrael, who were in confederacy 
againſt the kingdom of Judab, ſhould be 
deſtroyed. 


Tis only the character here en of 


him I propoſe to conſider, in the follow- 
ing words, And ſball call his name Imma- 
nue; that is, ſhe ſhall call his name; which 
ſome think is an evidence of her virgi- 
nity, and that he was the fon of a vir- 
gin, without a father ; becauſe the right 
of naming the child, as a mark of higher 
propriety and dominion, was "uſually 
lodged in the father. His being called 
fo, according to the uſual diale& of the 


Hebrew, does not ſignify ſo much, that 


Ty this 
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this ſhould be his uſual name; as that 
this ſhould be his real character: and 
ſo to be called, is as much as to be ſuch 
a Thing. 

In peaking to theſe words I ſhall, 


1 


L Explain the meaning of this 90 
and extraordinary title, Immanuel. 


II. Repreſent the excellency of it, and 
ſhew how admirable He is, under 
this notion of him: And then ap- 


ply it. 


I. I hall exp/azn the meaning of this 
title. The word is uſed only of him in 
two other places in all the ſcripture; in 
Chap. viii. 8. and by the Evangeliſt Mat- 
thew, Chap. i. 23. which is a quotation 
of theſe words of the prophet ; and where 


the general fi gnification of the word, ac- 


cording to the notation of the Hebrew, 
is given with it: Now all this was done, 


that it might be 1 ich Was 
ar. 


ten of the Lord by the 
ok Behold a virgin ſball be with Child, 


eee bring forth a ſon, and they ſhall 
call his name, or his name ſhall be call- 


ed, Immanuel, which being es. hp 


#5, God with us. 


It may be conſidered under a double 
of 
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of his perſon; or 2. To his office, and 
actings as mediator. 
F 1. It may refer to the conſtitution 
of his perſon, or What he is himſelf. 
And ſo his being Immanuel plainly im- 
ports; that he was truly God, and tru- 
ly man ; or both God and man; for this 
is the ſignification of the name, El ſig- 
nifies God, and Emanu, with us, He is 
truly God, and in the molt proper ſenſe, 
for he is the only begotten of the father, 
and the expreſs image of his perſon, who 
es of his nature and perfections, by 
a natural and neceſſary communication, 
like that of the rays of light from the 
ſun, which is the image us d by the an- 
tient writers of the chriſtian church; and 
who made the whole world, and p- 
holds all things by his power. He is 
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expreſly called by this prophet, he mizh- Chap. 10 
2.7 "God and by the Apoſtle, the zrue © 


od, and the = God. And he is tru- 
ly man, or one who partakes of human 
nature, in all its natural powers, and 
ſinleſs infirmities; and is the ſon of man, 
as well as the ſon of God ; the man Chri 
eſus, as well as the God over all bleſſed 
or ever. There was a great reality in 
both, and he was truly the one and the 
other; not only in appearance and pre- 
tence, but with their true nature, and 


A proper powers and affections of each. 
4 And 
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And he is both together, and in con- 


junction: There is a union of the divine 


and humane nature in his perſon: This 
is the wonderful conſtitution of his glo- 
rious perſon, and which is altogether 
ſingular and peculiar to himſelf, and 
in which he differs from all others ; that 


in the perſon of Immanuel both God 


Colas, ii. 
9. 


{+ 


and man met together in a cloſe union, 
and real diſtintion ; without ſeparation, 
or confuſion. The natures are not blend- 
ed and mixed, and the perſon not divi- 
ded. He was God incarnate among men; 
a man inhabited by the deity; in whom, 
in the Apoſtles high expreſſion, dwelt 
all the fullneſs of the Godhead bodily. 
This is one of the great myſteries of 
Godlineſs, or the chriſtian revelation, 


that Ged was manifeſt in the fleſh ; and 


the word was made fleſh, who was in 


Joh. i. 1. The beginning with God and was God. 


The eternal ſon of God became man, 
and was both God and man in his own 
perſon. And in a matter of pute re- 
velation, and of ſo ſublime a nature, 
tis certainly the wiſeſt and ſafeſt courſe, 
to keep cloſe ro the revelation, and 
make it the ſtandard and meaſure of all 
our conceptions about it; for as God 
beſt knows himſelf, and his own nature, 
he is belt able to repreſent it to us. Tt 
becomes us to take in all the light we 
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are capable of receiving from the divine 
word, and to bound all our enquiries 
With it ; to endeavourto know what God 
has reveal 'd concerning himſelf, and be 
content to be ignorant of what is not 
reveal'd ; and in a matter ſo much above 
us, not to affect a forbidden knowledge, 
or be wiſe above what is written. In- 
deed this glorious myſtery of the great 
Immannel, is the proper matter of our 
faith, and the object of reverence and 
adoration ; what we receive upon the 
teſtimony of the divine word, and ſhould 
contemplate with holy wonder and joy. 
How ſhould we be affected with love 
and praiſe of his glorious excellencies 
and amazing condeſcention : Blefled be 
the great Immanuel, God with us, who 
being in the form of God, appear d in 
the faſhion of 4 man; and when he lay 
in the boſom of the father, vouchſafed 
to come to carth, and dwell with men, 
who unites ſuch diſtant extreams as God 
and man in his own perſon ! 

 F 2. With relation to his office, or 


acting as mediatour. He was to act a+ ; 


greeably to his double nature, as God, 
and man: The force of the expreſſion 
lies in this conjunction, that he was God 
with us, or acting towards us as medi- 


atour, in whom the favour and preſence 
896 — people ſhould be moſt 


eminent 
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foundations of the earth ; then was I by 
bim, as one brought up with him; and 
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eminent and conſpicuous ; and he ſhould 
appear propitious, and diſpos'd to mer- 
Cy. This ſeems to be the principal de- 
ſign of the expreſſion, and I ſhall diſtinct- 
ly repreſent and illuſtrate the various 
inſtances of it. 

1. With reſpect to his /Lowghts and 
purpoles of kindneſs towards us from all 


eternity. The divine mind foreſees the 
moſt diſtant futurities, and all the events 


of time; and tho we cannot aſcend to 
heaven, or pry into the counſels of the 
divine mind; yet we may judge of them 
as far as they arc open and reveal'd, and 
by the diſcoveries and effects of them in 
time. Here we are ſafe and certain; and 
if we take our meaſures by this rule, we 


ſhall find reaſon to think, that mankind 


was his peculiar care and delight, above 
all the creatures of this lower world; 
that he deſign'd them for bleſſedneſs, 
and to advance the glory of his perfect- 
tions, in bringing them to it; that he 
had kind and tender thoughts towards 
them, before they had a being, and un- 


der the proſpect of their fall and miſe- 


This is expreſly mention d, concern- 
ing the divine wiſdom; When he gave 
to the ſea his decree, and appointed the 


J was 
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I was daily his delight, rejayring al. Pror. vi. 


ways before him: Rejoicing in the ha. 
bitable parts of the earth, and my de- 
lights were with the ſons of men. There 
were carly thoughts of love and kindneſs 
towards mankind before the world was 
made; and he is repreſented, as pleaſing 
and ſolacing himſelf in the proſpe&t of 
what was to be done in time, and in 
his future appearance and tranſaction 
with them: He who was the daily delight 
of the father,had his delights withthe ſors 
of men. And thus, as a diſtant friend, 
is {aid to be with us, whole heart and 
thoughts are with us; and the apoſtle | ._. _ 
ſays of himſelf, abſent in body, but pre- 3. 
ſent in ſpirit ; ſo was Immanuel God with 
us from all cternity, as to his purpoſe 
and deſign of mercy, and as his heart 

was towards us with thoughts of pleaſure. 

9 2. As to his appearances to the world 

under the old teſtament diſpenſation. 
; The deſign of our recovery was wiſely 
; carried on, as it was laid in wiſdom ; 


in a way infinitely worthy of the bleſſed 

God, and admirably ſuited to the ſtate 

of things. The old teſtament diſpenſa- 

4 tion was more general and obſcure, and 
e but a gradual opening and preparation to 
e a more excellent and perfect ſtate, which 

was to ſucceed. Thus there were er 
traordinary and immediate a: - 
213191 O 
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of God to men, upon particular emer- 
1 gencies and extraordinary caſes, before 
there was any written revelation of his 
will. And tis very reaſonable to ſuppoſe, 
and it was generally ſo underſtood by 

the antient writers of the chriſtian church; 

that the eternal Father did not himſelf, 
and in his own perſon, appear to faln 
man, as not ſo well ſuiting the charact- 
ters of majeſty, and the relation in which 
he more eminently ſtands in the œcono- 
my of our redemption ; as offended cre- 
arour and ſovereign. So much ſeems 
to be imply'd in our Lord's expreſſions, 

No man hath ſeen God at any time : 
Job. i. 18. Ze have neither heard his voice at any 
v. 37. time, nor ſeen his ſhape. And the A- 
poſtle ſays ; Who only hath immortality, 
and dwelleth in the lebr, which no man 
1 Tib. vi. can approach unto ; whom no man hath 

16. ſeen, or can ſee. 

| *Tis moſt probable, and beſt agrees 
14 with the diſpenſation of mercy, to ſup- 
| pole the eternal /ogos, the great Imma- 
| nuel was employ'd in all the tranſactions 
Jil with faln man; that twas he who firſt 
appear'd to Adam in the cool of the e- 
Gen. ii, vening, and with the voice of mercy ; 
16 and appeard afterwards to Abraham, 
when he interceded for Sodom; and was 
1 xix. 24. the Lord who raind fire and brimſtone 
I 1 the Lord out of heaven; and who 
| wreſtled 
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wreſtled with Jacob, when tis ſaid, As xi. 24.) 
a prince haſt thou power with God, and 28. 
haſt prevail d; and he call'd the name 
of the place peniel, for I have ſeen God 
face to face ; and whom the prophet calls 
the Angel whom he had power over and 
prevail d; that it was he who appear d to Hoſ. xn. 4. 
Moſes in the flame of fire, out of the Bok i 
midſt of the burning buſh ; and deliver'd 2. 
the law to him at mount Sinai, whom 

the Apoſtle calls the Angel who ſpake to 

him in mount Sinai; and who conduct- Att. vii. 
ed the children of Iſrael thro the wi 
derneſs, and was the Angel uo went , g., 
before them, and led chem by. the way 3 a, 8 
and who appear d from time to time to 

the antient prophets, who all teſtified of 

him; and in the Shechinah, or divine 

glory in the tabernacle, and the temple. 

He was the viſible image of the inviſible 

God under that diſpenſation, and was 
concern d for the good of the church in 

every age: Cod gave the light of the 
2 of his glory in the perſon of Ser. ir. 
Jeſus Chriſt. i, megowno n NR 

3. As he took our nature, and became 

man. This is the moſt eminent ſenſe 

and directly refer d to in this place: 4 
Virgin ſball conceive and bear a ſon, and 

call his name Immanuel. This is 
repreſented by the evangeliſt; That ho- 


þ abe which ſoa be born of thee, ſhall 


30s 


n be called the ſon of God : Howes the ſon 


of God born of a virgin. In this ſenſe, 
The word was made fleſh, and God ma- 
nifeſt in fleſh: He appear'd in the /ikeneſs 
of Sifu feſb, and cook part of our fleſh 
{ood that is, in the known and 
200 park of the expreſſions in the ſcrip- 
ture; he took upon him our nature; 


* ſo he had a body prepard for him, and 


was the ſon of man, and the man Chriſt 
Feſt. 
Hie had the fame humane nature with 
ours, with all the parts and powers, 


and all the natural affections and infir- 


mities of it, ſin only excepted. He was 
in every reſpect a real man as any of us, 
and had ſuch a humane body and foul, 
capable of all the reſentments, and lia- 
ble to the ſame miſeries with ours. And 
tho' his conception and birth, were al- 
together ſingular and extraordinary, as 
his perſon and character alſo were; yet 
he differed not from other men, in any 
thing which properly belong d to our 
nature, and was eſſential to it. Thus 
he was Immanuel, an incarnate deity: 
God cloath'd with humane fleſh ; the e- 
ternal ſon of God becoming the ſon of 
4. As he converſed with men, and re- 
veal d the will of God to them. He left 
* bright and glorious WES our 
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and all the eaſe and happineſs of 
them, to come into this dark and pol 
lated world, full of miſery, and full of 
enmity: He forſook the boſom of the 
father, and the ſociety of Angels, to 
come into an howling wilderneſs, and 
converſe with ſinful mortals. The word 
was made fleſh and dwelt among us ioxn-Job.1- 14. 
wow: He pitch'd his tent or tabernacle 
among us : He made his reſidence here 
for a time, and became an inhabitant of 
this carth. So we find he was born in 
Bethlehem of Fudea; was carried in his 
carly infancy to Egypt, and afterward 
brought back into the City of Nazareth 
in Galilee: He dwelt in Jeruſalem, and 
was converſant in divers parts, ere 
all ſorts of people. 

And he reveal'd the will of God to 
men, wherever he came. This was his 
t work and buſineſs in this world: 

went throughout every city and vil. 

e, N and ſhewing the lad Lok. wi 
e of the kingdom. He IP ens M 
the will of God under the former dif 
penſation to the patiarchs and prophets z 
but then he appear'd under a veil, and 
ſpake out of the cloud: He has made a 
fuller diſcoyery of the divine will by the 
goſpel in his own perſon, and reyeal'd 
the cternal counſels of his love, and the 


methods of mercy; and given a clearer 


expoſition 


Joh. at any time the only 


Me ee 


expoſition of the divine law, in the ſpis 
ritual meaning and full extent of it. So 
the Evangeliſt ſays, Grace and truth came 
by. Feſus Chriſt, No — Jon Ga 


is in the boſom of the f ather A 
clared him. 2 the 7 tells us 
Cod, who ſpake unto the fathers by the 
prophets, hath in theſe laſt. dars ſpoke. 


' Heb. i. 1- amto us by his ſon. We find him diſ⸗ 


puting with the doctors in the temple at 
twelve years of age: He inſtructed. the 
woman of Samaria, concerning the ſpi- 
ritual worſhip of God, and taught in 
the temple and the ſynagogue: wheres 
ever he came: His ſermon on the mount, 
and his parables to the people, were glo- 
rious dilcovericy and Mut atigos of 4 
vine truth. e 
He — AI the doBrings he Ln 
— innumerable miracles. As he did 
not dwell in the world an unconcern d 
ſpectator, but was always imploy ed and 


1 taken up; as he never did any thing in- 


jurious or unkind. to any, or mean and 
unworthy himſelf; ſo all he did was 
truly great and extraordinary. There 
ver plain marks of his power and Gods 
head in what he did, and in the manner 
in which he did it. Tho he did not 
appear with out ward pomp, and the 2 
tics of the A yet he gave undeniable 
evidence 
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evidence of it, to unprejudicd minds, in 
the unqueſtionable miracles he continu- 
ally wrought for the good of the world, 
and the confirmation of his doctrine. 
He went up and down doing 2 and As 
who were pref Fd with De- 
vile; for God was with him: Heſhew'd 
his dominion over univerſal nature, and 
his tender concern for the good of man- 
kind, by healing inveterate diſtempers 
by a gentle touch: He rais'd the dead 
by the power of a word: He changd 
and govern'd the elements of nature, 
turning water into wine, and ſtilling 
the rageing tempeſt, by the breath of 
his mouth; the winds and the ſea obey d 
his voice : He caſt out devils by the au- 
thority of a command; and particular - 
ly he roſe again from the dead; after 
his crucifixion, and being ſcaled up in 
the grave for three days; In ſhort, as he 
ſpake 4s never man ſpake, and 14s | one 
baving authority; ſo he acted in his own 
name in what he did, and with an air 
of majeſty and dominion. He did ma- 
ny god-like things, and in a god-like 
Manner, which gave full evidence of hi 
dignity, and that he was indeed 1 
nuel, or God with us; ing like a God * « 
We he dwelt among men. 
I I ſhall only obſerve, that the farther | 
diſcoveries of the divine will, and the 


c 
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' miracles which were wrought by the 
miniſtry of the Apoſtles, by commiſſion 
from him, and in his name, after our 
Lord's reſurrection, and the effuſion of 
the Holy-Ghoſt; arc renn reducible 
to this head. 

5. As he offer'd himſelf a ſacrifice for 
hos and reconcil'd God and man toge- 
ther. This is mention'd by the Evan- 
geliſt in the ſame context; She ſhall bring 
forth à ſon, and thou ſhalt call his name 

Matuica1 Jeſu, for he ſhall ſave his people from 
; eir ens. This was the great end of 
5 taking our nature, and coming into 

the world; Sarriſice and offering thou 

Heb 5 wouldeſt not, but à body haſt thou pre- 
pared me. Then ſaid 1, lo, I come, in 

the volume of the book. tis written of 

me, to do thy will O Gd; that is, plain- 

ly, to be a ſacrifice in that/prepar'd body, 
inſtead of all the former ſacrifices. So 

he: tells us; he laid down his lift for 

us, and came 40 give; tir Hr a ran- 

ſom fur many: And the Apoſtle repre- 

ſents him as an offering and ſacrifice to 

ny of a ſweet ſmelling ſavour, and as 
pony ff for ſin, and ſays, that he 
the eternal ſpirit, offer d himſelf 
—is. 14. zwithout: ſpot to rr. e. — by the 
divine nature offering up the humane 
nature, or by the aid and preſence of 
m ſpirit, * was upon him, 
bs without 
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without meaſure, and who aſſiſted and 
ſupported him in all his ſufferings. 
Upon this account, he purchas'd the 
church with his blood, and we are re- 
deem d by the precious blood of Chriſt : 
We become his purchaſe, and his right. 
And God is in Chriſt, reconciling the 
world to himſelf, not imputing their treſ- _ _ 


times alienated and enemies, yet now hath 


er to them; and they who were ſome- * 19. 
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he reconciled, in the body of his fleſb thro Cn. i 


death. He made a ſatisfaction to the 2 


injur'd majeſty of heaven, and open'da 


exerciſe of pardon and favour to ſinners, 
He brings them into a ſtare of friend- 
ſhip with God, and to all the proper ex- 
erciſes of it; to a bleſſed liberty of acceſs 
to him, and an humble confidence of 
mercy from him. He paid an invalua- 
ble price, and procur'd ineſtimable bleſ- 
ſings ; all the privileges of the goſpel 
ſtate, and all the bleſſings of life, are 
the fruit of his death. So he was truly 
Immanuel, or God with us; 'as he died a 
ſacrifice for ſin in our room, remov'd 
the great obſtruction out of the way, and 
7 a free paſſage for divine mercy. 

6. As he gives his ſpuirit to every true 
believer, ans is powerfully preſent with 
them to the end of the world. The ex- 
CY gifts of the Holy-Ghoſt were 
2 peculiar 


way conſiſtent with his honour, for the 


Cor. v. 
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peculiar to the Apoſtles, and firſt ages of 
the chriſtian church; as the reaſon of them 
Was ; nor were they confin'd to ſincere 
believers, however extraordinary. But 
the ſanctifying ſpirit is the great purchaſe 
of his death to the faln world, the great 
gift of Chriſt to, all his members, and 
Rom. vis; Dis great agent in their ſouls; If any man 
o. have not the ſpirit of Chriſt he is none 
of his. *Tis the great priviledge of the 
| goſpel, in conſideration of hisbeing made 
Gal. i. 14 A curſe for us, that we recerve the pro- 
miſe of the ſpirit thro' faith. 
The ſpirit of Chriſt is a principle of 
divine life in the ſouls of men, and the 
efficient of all ſaving operations; the 
whole cluſter of divine graces are the 
— vy. 22 Fruits of the 5 He raiſes the mind 
which was ſunk in fin and darkneſs, 
and enlightens and purifies it. He gives 
a new turn, and works an entire change, 
brings it into a conformity to the'divine 
mind, and renders it capable of conver- 
ſing with God, and of divine favours 
and communications : In a word, he o- 
pens their minds to receive the revelati- 
ons of his will, and brings them to an 
hearty compliance with the methods of 
his mercy. In this ſenſe, our Lord pro- 
mis d his diſciples to ſend the ſpirit the 
comforter, upon his departure, who 
ſhould dwell with Fhem and abide = 
Thee 


[ 60 — — 
* 


Neft tab, Irmanuel. 


293 


them for ever. And the Apoſtle ſays, Job. xiv. 
that Chriſt, dwells in our hearts by his Eph. 6 11. 


ſpirit; and they become the 7emples of 
2 Holy-Ghoſt, and the Habit ation of God 
thro the ſpirit; and are led iy the ſpirit, 
and wall in the ſpirit; are under his 
conſtant. influence and guidance. 

And as he gives his ſpirit to all his 
members, ſo he has promis d a continu- 
ed preſence with them, in every age to 
the end of the world. As he dwelt with 


men in fleſh, ſo he remains among them 


for ever in his grace and ſpirit, and pow- 
er and glory. Thus he is preſent in re- 
ligious aſſemblies and the adminiſtrati- 
on of goſpel ordinances, by his grace and 
power, wherever he is call'd upon in 


truth. So he has promis'd, that where 


two or three are met together in his name, 


there he will be in the midſt of them. Mat. vin 


He gave an example of this, immediate. 2* 


ly after his reſurrection; When the diſ- 
ciples were aſſembled together, ——came 
Jeſus and ſtood in the midſt, and ſaid, 
* e be unto you. Tho he is paſſed 

the heavens, and ſeated at the right 


2 of God, and the heaven of heavens 


cannot contain him; yet he will in very 
deed dwell with men on earth. 

Beſides, that he is always preſent with 
his church to preſerve and ſuccour it, a- 
midſt ſurrounding dangers and power- 


U 3 ful 
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full enemies: He will preſerve an holy 

ſeed in this apoſtate world, and defend 

his heritage from the aſſaults of its enc- 

mics. He is the great patron and pro- 

tector of oppreſs'd innocence, from all 

the powers of carth and hell : He is with 

them in the greateſt depths of diſtreſs, 

and in the loweſt extremity ; and will 

never deſert his cauſe, or ſuffer it to be 

born down: * Tis built upon à rock, and 

the gates of hell ſhall not prevail againſt 

t. This was his parting promiſe to his 

ET diſciples; Lo I am with you always unto 

the end of the world; that is, by his gra- 

cious preſence and powerful care, in a 

way of influence and efficacy within us, 

and protection and defence about us. 

7. As he will be the viſible judge of 

the world at laſt. The power of fudg- 

Joh. v. 22. ment is committed to the ſon, and he is 

Att. xvii- ardain d to be the judge of the world. 

1. *Tis proper to Immanuel to judge the 

world: He will be the judge in our na- 

ture, who was the ſaviour in our nature, 

This reaſon is afſign'd by the Evangeliſt, 

—27. Becauſe he is the ſon of man. . 
- He will a r in a viſible ma 


cence, with the glories of his 4 * 
with a glorious train of attendance ; with 
his own glory, and the glory of the holy 
angelt, who will wait the awful ſolem- 
nity and be the W and execu · 

tioners 


thered before him! 
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tioners of his will, like the officers at- 
tending an carthly judge. He will ap- 
pear in the clouds of heaven, and be 
ſcated upon a throne of glory; and fore 
him will be gather d all nations; and 
we mult all appear before the judgment 
ſeat of Chriſt : Every one muſt receive 
their eternal doom, according to their 
reſpective ſtate, from the final ſentence 
of his mouth. Then he will appear 
as God with us, whom all the world 1 
will behold and adore: Then all the | 
tribes of the earth ſball dy I 


mourn, and +: "0M 
ſhall ſee the ſon f man coming in the Mit-xxiv 
clouds of —— 2 power and great 
glory; and he ſball ſend his angels, with 

a great ſound of a trumpet, to gather his 

elect from the four winds, from one end 

of heaven to another : Then every eye 

ſhall ſee him, and they alſo who pierced Rev. i. 7. 
him, and all the kindreds of the earth 

wail becauſe of him. What a. god- 

like appearance will the judge of the 

world make in the midſt of the clouds 

of heaven, and ſeated upon a glo- 

rious throne, with all the angels raund 

about him, and all nations of men gas 


8. He will be the glorious and trium- 
phant head of the redeemed world for 
cver. As he will ſecure the church in 
the world in ſpite of all the powers of 
Hg 7 5 IS oppolition 


# 
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oppoſition; ſo he will finally ſecure every 
icular member of it, and not ſuffer any 
one of them to be loſt. He will gather 
together in one the whole body of true 
believers, conſiſting of all his members, 
in all ages of time, and every part of the 
world : He will make the collection en- 
tire and compleat, without a ſingle omiſ- 
ſion or defect: He will preſent the whole 
Eph. vi. church a glorions church, without ſpot or 
27 wrinkle, and holy, and without blame. 
Heb.xx;i, , How glorious will be that moumt Siow, n 
22. the city of the living God, the heavenly 
— oh How illüdtrious the innume- 
rable company 4 How wide and 
great this encloſe and church | 
of the firſt-born; whoſe names are writ- 
ten in heaven | He will be the trium- 
phant head of this great and glorious bo- 
dy, and be eternally preſent with them, 
not only by à gracious influence and 
power; but by an immediate and glo- 
tious preſence: He will unveil his 8 > 
and reveal himſelf unto them. They will 
behold the excellence of the great — I 
manuel in all the glories of his united 
nature, and he will be the object of the e- 
verlaſting delight and praiſe of the whole 
ſociety : Their happineſs will lie very 
much in being with him, and beholding 
his glory; and their employment in a- 
doring love and triumphant praiſe. _ * 


— 
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will come to God the judge of all, and 
to Jeſur the mediatour of the neu cove · 
— . — and they will be {te him, for 
3 
the oſes 3 
— Gay, Worthy — lamb, which was, _ = 
lain, to receive power and riches, and F 
5 frength, and parent and 
\ | . hend Ho 
II. I ſhall 'briefly- — excels 
lence of this character, and ſhew how ad- 
mirable He is under this notion. I ſhall 
only endet e e 1 theie r | 
t pus offs ervonfittli vor V 
1. That Ned infinizedy — 
lent than meer creaturt: He is Cod with + 
u, truly God as well as man; poſſeſrdd 
of the perfections of Deity, and raiſed 
by the dignity of his nature above the 
higheſt orders of created being: So the 
Apoſtle repreſents him: He is Cod over Rom. ix. 5 


all bleſſed for ever: And he has ſet 1 
at his ewn' right hand in the beaveny" ms ur 


es, far above all principalities and 
—.— might and dominion, — 
every name winch is named, not only in 
this world, but in that which is to come. 
Here are all the ranks and orders of ſu- 
perior beings diſtinctly enumerated, prin- 
crpalities, powers, might and demmion; 
and whatſoever elſe there is both in this 
world and the other: And he is ſet _=__ 
LIIW . _avoVe 
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above them all; not in the ſame clafs 

and order with them, but quite diſtinct, 

and vaſtly above them all. A like ex- 

preſſion we have in another place; Hhere- 

* i. fo Cod alſo hath highly exalted bim, 

him a name every name, 

—— eſus puts Armed 

ſhould bow, of things in heaven and things 

on earth, and things under the ear 

1 Pet. iii. And Angels, and ties — 

9 — po to him; and all the An- 

Heb. i. 6. e worſhip him. He is ſo far 

— — that they are placed in a ſtate 

of ſubjection to him, and pay a ſolemh 
homage and adoration to him. 

This is the proper ground of confidence 
and truſt in him: We may ſafely depend 
upon him for the accompliſhment of his 
promiſes, and the ſalvation of our ſouls; 

for he is an all- ſufficient Saviour; able 

to ſave the utmoſt, and to keep us 7 7 
falling „and preſent us ala. 
are ſafe under the care of his — 
— faithful mercy: Nothing 
| ſhall ever be able to hurt his diſciples, 
and none ſhall pluck them out of his hand. 
And this is the reaſon of our worſhip 
and adoration of him; That he poſſeſſes 
divine perfections, and is adord by all 
the hoſts of heaven. He muſt needs be 
worthy of aur acknowledgments and re- 
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gards, whom all the orders of angels are 
ſubject to, and adore. . 
2. He is infinitely. more ſuitable to 

us then meer God. He is God with us; 
God dwelling among men, and mediate- 
ing between God and men, and ſo more 
ſuitable to the caſe of faln ſinners and 
frail mortals. God abſolutely conſider- 
ed is an awful name; the divine majeſty 
is bright and glorious, apt to ſtrike an 
awe upon our minds, to awaken a ſence of 
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guilt, and keep us at a diſtance from him: n. fl. 


So Adam heard the voice of God, and 1. 


was afraid; and Fob lays, When I think Deut. 


rious and fearful name the 
and his dread makes us afraid. 

But now, he is God with us, God in 
our nature, converſing with ſinful men; 
and concern'd for our good ; this abates 
the natural dread of our minds, and is 
a ground of holy freedom towards him ; 
we can conceive of him with greater 
caſe, and converſe with him with great- 
cr delight. Thro' him we have acceſs 
by one ſpirit unto the father, and have 
boldneſs and acceſs with confidence thro' 
the faith of him. We may look to God 
thro' the great Immanuel, with relief to 
our burden d thoughts, and liberty and 
enlargement of heart. This is the great 


encouragement to ſinful worms _— 


of him I am afraid. We 1 this glo- *> 
ord our God ; Job. i 
_ 


Xviii. 


Ephe 18 


iii. 12. 
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all their guilt, and to good men in all 
their ſervices; that We may hope to find 
pardon and acceptance from a gracious; 
tho' offended God; that we may come 
to him as reconciled to ſinners, and diſpo- 
ſed to mercy, thro' Chriſt, who has made 
peace by the blood of the croſs, and re- 
concil'd enemies by his death: And that 
he will have a gracious regard to us, and 
to our offering, in our ſincere endca- 
vours to pleaſe him. 

I ſhall only obſerve, that the * 
ration of Immanuel, or God in our na- 
ture, has been found by pious and de- 
vout perſons, a great relief to their 
thoughts of the final bleſſedneſs: We 
can conceive with greater eaſe, and with 
a more ſenſible pleaſure, of being with 
Chriſt, and of the /amb ſlain in the midſt 
of the throne, then of the abſolute dry 
or abſtract nature of things. 

I ſhall cloſe all with two inferences 
and exhortations. 

Inf. 1. We learn from hence the D. 
vinũty of the redeemer, and that he is 
truly God as well as man. This is ne- 
ceſſarily implied in this character, and 
in the very conſtitution of Immanuel. 
If he were only man or only creature, of 
how high a rank ſocver, and however 
dignified ; he cou'd not be God with us, 
or the TEES or the only be- 

gotten 
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gotten ſon of God in out nature; For to 
which of the angels ſaid he at any lime, 
thou art my — this day haue * begot- 
ten thee. This was neceſſary to the pur- 
poſes he was to ſerve as the great In- 
manuel; to reſtore the faln world; to 
obtain by his ſacrifice the pardow of — 
and to give eternal life, 

Inf. 2. The amazing pen of 
the bleſſed redeemer, who united God 
and man in his own perſon. The eter- 
nal word was made fleſh, and dwelt" a- 
mong us: He ſtooped from heaven to 
carth ; conſented to become man, and 
ſubmitted to die a ſacrifice. He deſcend- 
ed from the higheſt dignity and honour, 
to the loweſt hamiliation and abaſement; 
to all the ſinleſs infirmities and ſufferings 
of human nature. The Apoſtle propo- 
ſes him as the greateſt example of hum- 
ble condeſcention and a lowly mind, 
when he ſays, that he who was in the 
form of mom _ thought it #o-robbery 
to be equal with God appear d in 
rhe lin 
= to de 

There was a great peculirity of kind- 
pads in the caſe too; for he is God with 
ur, or in our nature, and not God with 
others: He is God with men and not 
_ * angels: He took not on bim the 

natur 


* 


«max, n a6 tis 
in of n 7» 
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Heb.ii.16 nature of angels, but he took on him the 
ſeed of Abraham : It was for us men, and 
10 our ſaluatian. It was a peculiar fa- 
vour to faln man, to have a ſaviour 
raiſed up in our nature, when the an- 
2 Pet. ii. ele Who ſanned were caſt down 10 hell, 
and deliver d into chains of darkneſs. 
Here was the ſovereignty and riches of 
divine mercy, and the moſt affecting in- 
ſtance of diſtinguiſhing favour to the 

ſons of men. bf 11 
Exb. x, Be always ready to approach 
to him. Attend upon him in all his 
appointed ways, and every ordinance 
of his ward ; If he is God with ws, let 
* us draw nigh to him, with a true heart, 
Heb. x. 22 and full aſſurance of faith; i. e. with a 
ſincere mind, and firm perſwaſion of 
his alſufficiency. Wait upon him in all 
the ways of acceptable worſhip, for the 
maniteſtation of his favour, and commu- 
nication of his grace; for further diſco- 
veries of his will, and freſh © ſupplies 
| of his ſpirit, that your fellowſhip may be 
. _ with the father, and — his ſon Fe- 
ſus Chriſt. Particularly, attend upon 
him at his table Here he is with us in 
a more familiar and» ſenſible manner 
in the. brighteſt diſplays of his: mercy, 
and largeſt communications of his 
Jeſus Can;e is evidently ſet forth, Hed 
| 7 


Meſſiah, Immanuel. 
cified before our eyes ; we ſer him w 
we have pier d; the great object of our 
faith and love, with all the cirtumſtan- 
ces of endearment, and all the encou- 
ragements of truſt. Come to the ſpread 
and prepar'd table; accept the kind and 
gracious invitation; come, for all things 


are ready, for the reception and enter- 
tainment of ſincere and humble ſouls. 


Come to commemorate his dying love, 


and renew your engagements to him; 
come for freſh aſſurances of gracious 


every grace, and gromtcr ſupply of every 
ſpiritual good. L 

Exh. 2. Rega ard his bs yich you 
in all your ns upon tum!” Con- 
ſider him as the great mmanuel, who 
is preſent with us in all the ways of 
duty and appointment: Take notice of 
his gracious preſence with you in all 
your approaches and attendance on him. 
*Tis reckon d a rude affront among men, 
and a token of great diſrepect, to take 
no notice of a great perſonage, or over- 
look a ſuperiour. Regard his preſence 


with you, as a mark of condeſcending 
favour, and as the life and ſoul of all 
the ordinances you attend upon. Let 
this thought compoſe your minds to re- 
verence and fear, for he is great and 
glorious 


favour, for more improy'd exerciſes of 
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glorious ; and raiſc them up to love and 
delight, for though he is God, he it God 
with aur; God in our nature, and pre- 
ſent with us in a gracious way. Let 
this encourage our faith and truſt, and 
quicken our expectations and deſires in 
all our addreſſes to him, and attendan- 
ces on his worſhip, 
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SERMON XL 
PART I. 
Meſſiah, Deſcrib'd in Iſaiah ix. 6. 


anne Saanen 


Fe - Thaiah Ix. 2 ay + 


Fer * ar a chili it rn, unte us 4 
Jo is giuen: the government ſball be 
upon his ſhoulders; and his name ſball 
called Wonderful,” Counſellor, the 
mighty God, tbe FUNDS Father, 
the Prince of peace. 


E prophet, in the beginning 
5 72 of this chapter, gives an ac- 
hy count of the ſeveral comforts 
and ſupports which the land 
of 7rdea had from the pro- 


Ez 8 


; Ib ect of the Meſſiah in all their affliction wer, 1, x. 


| Os GENIE ; ok the multiply ing the na- 
* tion 
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Iſai. ix. 3. tion and increaſe of their joy, and the 
—+ remarkable overthrow of their enemies. 


The words are a reaſon of the encou- 
ragement and ſucceſs they were to ex- 
pect in their greateſt dangers, and are, in 
part, applied by the Angel to Chriſt, 
Luk. i. 31. 32. and are fo underſtood 
by the Chaldee paraphraſe. They conſiſt of 
{o many entire Propoſitions as there are 
ſentences, and all of them of great ſignifi- 
cance and importance. There is a bright 
conſtellation, a glorious heap of chara- 
cters altogether, I ſhall only propoſe 
to give a doctrinal explication of cach, 
and ſettle the true ſenſe of them; and 
then make ſome praitical rellections up- 
on the whole. 


F I. He is repreſented as a child, and 
a ſon; who is born and given to us. The 

expreſſion is in the preſent tenſe, tho 
_ a diſtant and future cvent, which 
in the hebrew phraſe, and the pro- 
phetick ſtile, repreſents the abſolute 
certainty of it. 

1. He is repreſented as a child born, 
i. e. born of the virgin: and this may be 
underſtood to ſignify either the realty 
of his humane nature: He was a humane 
child, and born like one of us: He was. 
the child of her who bore him, A Vi- 


gin ſhall conceive and bear aſe; and de- 
rived 
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rived a proper humane from her. It was 
not an unnatural production, tho' in 4 
ſupernatural way; or of a different kind 
and nature from its ſtock : He had a true 
and real humane nature, of the ſame 
kind with ours, conſiſting of a humane 
body, with all the ſame parts and mem- 
bers; and of a humane toul, with all the 
natural powers and. facultics of it. He 


had every thing which could properly de- 


nominate him man, or which was neceſ- 
ſary and fit for the future purpoſes of his 
life, and the great ends of his coming into 
the world. He was not merely God, 


for ſo he could not have done what Was 


neccflaty ; and he did not aſſume another 
nature, tho' a more noble one; becauſe 
that would not have been ſuitable to ous 
caſe, and to the deſign of his undertak- 


Ing. | 

Or elſe it muſt be underſtood to fig- 
nify #he infancy of his ftate. He did not 
come into the world as Adam was cre- 
ated, at full age, and in a ſtate of man- 
hood: He never was a child, but was 
made a perſect man, and in full maturity, 
Some have conjectured, not, I think, im- 
probably, in the full perfection of his 
nature; as a man about thixty years of 
age. This was ſuitable to the peculiar 
circumſtance of his caſe, who was to be 
the common ** mankind * Aud 
as 2 


for 
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for the ſame reaſon too, every ſpecies of 
being muſt be ſuppoſed to be made in 


their full maturity and perfection. But 


now Chriſt was born a child, and came 
into the world in an infant and helpleſs 
ſtate, juſt after the manner of other men; 
as he was in all things conformed to our 
ſtate, in which it was needful that he 
ſhould, or poſſible that he could ; that 
is, in all the purely natural and ſinleſs 
weakneſs and imperfetion of the hu- 


Lak. ü. 2 mane nature. Thus we find, He increaſed 


in wiſdom and ſtature in the wiſdom of 
his mind, and ſtature of his body : And 


— i. 18. He grew and waxed . ſpirit ; and 


Heb.ii. 1 


was in all things made like unto his bre- 
thren. He made a gradual progreſs and 
improvement, and arrived in an ordina- 
ry courſe to maturity and perfection: 
He was firſt an helpleſs infant, before he 
came to the ſtature and capacity of a man. 
And 'tis obſervable, that He did not pub- 
lickly appear, excepting only in his diſ- 
pute with the jewiſh Doctors, about 
twelve years of age; as a preſage of 
what was to follow; till He was about 
thirty years old, and in the prime and 
ſtrength of his life. 

2. As a ſon given. To us a ſon is gi- 
ven: But whoſe ſon? The ſon of the 
virgin, or the ſon of God? The former 
title reſpects his human nature; fo he is 
. 
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a child born: this latter may fitly reſpect 


his divine nature; ſo he is a ſon given; ; 


that is, given by God to us: He is God's gift 

to men. And this is agreeable to the 
repreſentation of the evangeliſt, when he 

refers to this paſſage of the prophet, And 

behold thou ſhalt conceive in thy womb, and 

bring forih a ſon, and ſbalt call his name _. 
Feſus : He ſball be great, and ſhall be © 8 
called the ſon of the higheſt. And we fre- 
quently read of God's grving his ſon to 
the world, and ſending his own ſon. And 
if we underſtand it in this ſenſe, it will 
naturally import ſuch things as theſe; 
namely, The ncarneſs of relation: He 


Joh. iii. 16 


is not the creature of God, as all other 


things are; but the ſon of God. He ſtands „ 
related to him as a ſon related to a fa- * 
ther; not as the work of his hands, but 
the production of his nature; not as made 
by him, but as deſcended from him, and 
begotten by him. And as he is the only 
begotten ſon of God, and in a moſt pe- 
culiar way; ſo the relation between the 
eternal father, and the eternal ſon, is 
higher and greater than we have any di- 
ſtinct conceptions of, and of which there 
is no reſemblance and compariſon in the 
whole creation. in 0 | 
Beſides, it ſignifies ſemilitude and like- 

nels. As he is deſcended from him, and 

moſt nearly related to him; ſo he is, up- 
f X 3 on 


— 
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on the ſame account, of exact likeneſs to 


Coloſs. i. him ; the image of the inviſible God, and 
51 2. the expreſs image of the father's perſon. 


n 1 
| 
{ 
if 
| 
1 
4 
. 


rr 
2 "Fe #4 - ” 


He partakes of the divine nature and the 
divine perfections, as a fon does of his fa- 
ther's; and is the living image and re- 
preſentation of the glory and excellence 
of his being. The luftre and brightneſs 
of divine perfections are reflected upon 
him, and he ſhines in the glories of the 
Deiry : He bears the true reſemblance of 
a ſon to his natural father, and you may 
trace the perfections of his being, and the 
glory of the Godhead, in the ſeveral re- 
preſentations of the ſcripture concerning 


Joh. x. 36. him: So he is called his own ſon ; i. e. 


* „ , + pts 
2 —— 


his proper and natural ſon ; and God was 


1-18 his own father ; i. e. of the ſame kind 


and nature, and not of a different one: 
Upon which account the Jews charged 
him with blaſphemy. | 
It further ſignifies, his infinite arne /; 
to God, or the father's affection to him. 
He is repreſented in this ſence, as the 


Mat. iii. /b for, and as his dear fon: And 


tis mention'd as the great aggravation 


Rom. viii. of the divine love, that he gave hrs own 


Jon, orhisproper ſon 3 one who was moſt 
dear to him, and of the higheſt account, 
and whom he would fooner have ſpa- 
red than any other. Tis natural to love 
thoſe who deſcend from us: a fon is the 
= moſt 
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moſt endearing character, as well as im- 
ports the greateſt nearneſs and likeneſs. 
In this ſence he is ſaid to be his delight, 
rejoicing always before him; and to be 
in the boſom of the father, to enjoy the 
fulleſt ſence of his love, as well as the 
cleareſt knowledge of his will; and beſt 
able to reveal the ſecrets of his mind, 
as he is poſſeſt of his higheſt — 

Finally, it ſignifies his Heirſbip an 

right. He is the only begotten ſon 25 
Cod; God has never another ſon beſides, 
in this high and peculiar ſence: He is 


not only the firſ# born among many bre- 22 


29. 


thren ; but the firſt born of every creature, cg. i. 


or begotten. before all creatures. Now 15. 
as the ſon of God, he is the heir of all 
_ As the. apoſtle ſays of believers, 
and if ſons, then heirs ; ſo he has a large 3 
right of claim, upon that account, to all 
which is the fathers; it deſcends upon 
him by right of {on-ſhip. The cyange- 
liſt repreſents this, as the conſequence 
4 his n rg The 2 loveth 
the ſon, A gien F4 into 
his (=; He wa right to — 2 1 


the father poſſeſſes; AY things which z. 


the father hath are mine: And he has 


power giuen him over all fſeſb, to give vii. 
eternal life to as many as are — 7 + 


The pfalmiſt ſpeaks 


to this purpoſe 3 


Thou art my ſon, this day have I be- 
X 4 gotten 
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gotten thee ; ask of me and I will give 
rhee the heathen for an inheritance, and 
the uttermoſt parts of the earth for a poſe 
ſeſſion: The rebellious ſons of men will 
be brought into ſubjection to the ſon 
of God, and become his inheritance and 
poſſeſſion. And the apoſtle ſays expreſ- 
Heb. i. 2. ly ; God hath in theſe laſt days ſpoken 
fo us by his ſon, whom he hath appoint- 
ed heir of all things. —— Being made 
fo much better than the angels as bo hath 
by inheritance, obtain'd a more excellent 
name then they, i. e. Lord of the world, 
and fon of God. And he will poſſeſs 
for ever the praiſes of all the redeem'd 
world: They will ſing the praiſes of God, 
and of the lamb who was ſlain, and is 
worthy. | 
F 2. The government ſhall be upon 
his ſhoulders. The word in the origi- 
nal ſignifies ſovereignty, or principal do- 
minion. And when tis ſaid to be ap 
his ſhoulders, ſome have thought the ex- 
preſſion alludes to the cuſtom of bear- 
ing the faſces and enſigns of honour be- 
fore the magiſtrates, upon the officers 
ſhoulders : Others to his bearing his own 
croſs, when he went to be crucified, 
Which was the way and means of his 
exaltation and power. But the expreſſi- 
on ſeems to be merely figurative, and 
ſuitable to the prophetick ſtile, and to 
| WIR mean 
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mean no more than this; that the 
weight of honour, and burthen of care 
ſhould reſt upon him; and the whole 
adminiſtration of government ſhould be 
committed to his care, and lodg'd in his 
hands. A like expreſſion we have in 
this prophecy concerning Eliabim; And Chap. 

- the key 7 the houſe of David will I xxii.22 
lay upon his ſhoulder ; which is explain'd 
in the foregoing verſe, by commutting 22. 
the government into his hands. 
And as the expreſſion is indefinite, 
and without reſtriction, I think we are 
warranted to take it in its proper extent. 
The general nature of government, is 
the regular exerciſe of a rightful power, 
and 'tis variouſly denominated, accord- 
ing to the different ſubje& in which tis 
ſeated ; or the different object about 
which tis exercis d; tho' always deſign- 
ing good order and welfare as its com- 
mon end. The right of government 
is always founded either in nature, or 
conſent, and the general exerciſe of it, 
conſiſts in legiſlation and judgment; in 
fixing the laws and rules of the ſubjects 
ations, and dealing with them accord- 
ingly. The government of the Meſſiah 
may be conſider d, as comprehending two 
principal branches, according to its double 
principal reference; either to the world in 
| general; 
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general; or to the church of God more 
particularly and eſpecially, 

1. It may be conſidered as tis the go- 
vernment of the world. And here we 
might conſider it, as it reſpects che up- 
per or lower world; heaven or carth; 
tor all the creation of God is under his 

government, and governed ſuitably to 
its nature and kind. As it reſpects the 
upper world, ſo tis concern'd with an- 
gels, and all the hoſt of heaven; and 
though we cannot pretend to under- 
ſtand the heavenly hierarchy, and the 
particular form of government among 
the ſeveral orders of beings in that bleſ- 
ſed world; that would be intruding in- 
to thoſe things which we have not ſeen 
yer the ſcripture frequently ſpeaks of 
ſuch a thing, and ſpeaks of it with re- 
| x Pet. iii. ference to Chriſt 3 I ho is gone into the 
a heavens, and is on the right hand of 
God; angels, and authorities, and pow- 
ers, being made ſubject to him. As it 
reſpects this lower world, ſo tis con- 
cerned either with the natural world, 
the viſible frame of nature, and all its 
natural motions ; or with the creatures | 
which inhabit this lower world ; and | 
they arc cither the inferiour creatures, | 
the various kinds of irrational beings, | 
which arc all under his command; or | 
mankind, for whoſe uſe the other crea- | 


rures 
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tures were made, and who are the prin- 
cipal part of the divine workmanſhip, in 
this lower creation. And here mankind 
muſt be conſider d not as upright, and as 
Adam &rſt came out of the hands of God, 
but as faln, and in a ſtate of apoſtacy 
from God. This is the preſent ſtate of 
mankind, and poſture of affairs in this 
world; and ſo we are eſpecially conceꝑn d 
to conſider it here. . 

The exerciſe of the divine govern- 
ment lies in ſuch things as theſe; In 
preſerving ſome remains of the law of 
nature in the minds and conſciences of 
men, which are much impair'd and 
weaken'd by the fall: Theſe are a check 
upon their actions, and a means of good 
order among men, and a great advan- 
tage to better principles, or further re- 
velations, whenever they ſhould be made 
This is the firſt ground of government, 
the common principles of the reaſona- 
ble nature, which are ſome kind of law 
to them, and which reſtrain them from 
_ Evil, and lead them to regard 'a com- 
mon fafety : So the apoſt 
gentiles who have not the lau, do by na- 
ture the things contain d in the lau, and 
are a law unto themſebves ; And their 
conſcience bears them witneſs, and their 
thoughts accuſe or excuſe. And in ſet- 
ting up civil rulers and magiſtrates in the 
| world 


le ſays; The Rom. it. 
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world, who may be ſerviceable to the 
welfare of the world, and inſtruments 
of executing the divine purpoſe. He 


governs the world by inferiour officers 
under him, as his deputics and «vicege- 


rents; ſo he ſets up ane, and pulls down 


Prov. viii, another: By him kings reign and princes 


15. 


decree juſtice ; by him princes rule, and 
nobfes, even all the judges of the earth: 

And he is repreſented as having on his 
veſture and thigh. a name written, Ang 


Rev: - xix. of kings, and ord of lords. And fur- 


ther, in providential 4z/poſal, and over- 
ruling events: Sometimes he interpoſes 
in a more immediate and extraordinary 
manner; but ordinarily he acts by the 
agency of creatures, and concurring with 
proper inſtruments; and either gives 
proſperous events, and wonderful ſuc- 
ceſs to their undertakings; or croſſes 
their deſigns, and diſappoints their moſt 
hopeful views, he checks the pride and 
rage of wicked men, and blaſts and con- 
founds their devices; and inſpires others 
with an extraordinary ſpirit, and uſes 
the meaneſt and moſt unlikely means as 
inſtruments and occaſions of the great- 
eſt good. And it lies in the univerſal 
Judgment of the world at laſt ; calling 
them to account, and dealing with 
them according to their carriage towards 


him, and the ſtate they are in; and ſuit- 


_ ably 
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ably to the diſpenſation they are under, 
and the different meaſures of light and 
mercy afforded. The full circumſtance 
of every caſe will be diſtinctly conſi- 
der d, and the final ſtate of every one be 
determined, by the judge of all the earth, 
who will judge the world in righteouſ- 
neſs. 

2 As it is the government of the 
church. This is his ſpecial and peculi- 
ar charge: He is the head of the church, 
as well as the lord of the world; and 
his government is that of a head over 
his members, as well as that of a prince 
over his ſubjects. And this ſpecial go- 
vernment lies in gathering his church 
out of the reſt of the world: He choo- 
ſes them out of the world; not only ſin- 
gle perſons, but ſocieties of men, and 
unites them to himſelf by faith, and to 
one another by love, for ſpiritual edifi- 
cation, and the ſolemn worſhip of God: 
He makes his own ſubjects and forms the 


ſociety he governs. And he reveals his 


will ro them by his word, and gives 
them a ſyſtem of laws for the govern- 
ment of their lives, and to direct them 
in what relates to their acceptable ſer- 
vice of God, and their future blefledneſs ; 
the lively oracles are committed to them. 
And this has been more or leſs compleat, 
according to the different ſtates of the 
church 
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church in different ages; and is now 
made full and entire under the goſpel 
revelation : Laſt of all God ſent his ſon, 
and hath ſpoken to us in theſe laſt days 


his ſon, who ſpake unto the fathers 
the prophets. He has appointed the 
golpel ordinances, and means of grace; 
the ſtatures and orders of his ſpiritual 
kingdom, which muſt be obſery'd by all 
under his government. Thus publick 
prayers to God, and the adminiſtrations 
of his word, and the ſacraments of the 
new teſtament, are the inſtruments of his 
gracious government, by which we te- 
ſtify our allegiance to him, and he con- 
veys benefits unto us. He has ſet up 
goſpel miniſters, as ſubordinate rulers in 
his church, as well as our ſervants for 
Jeſus ſake, who have the inſpection of 
fouls, and the care of the churches. He 
gave ſome apoſtles, ſome prophets, ſome pa- 


1 Theſ. v. Hor and teachers, for the perfettigg the 


12. 


ſamts, for the work of the miniſt for the 
edifyimg of the body of Chrift. And the 
Apoſtle requires chriſtians to know them 
who are over them in the Lord; and to 


| Heb. xiii. gboy them who have the rule over them. 


17. 


for Chriſt, and in hisſtead, in all the ordi- 


The goſpel miniſtry is an appointment 
of Chrift, not to be invaded by others, 
or flighred by any: They act as agents 


nances of the goſpel, and * 
5 , 4 
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he hath commanded them; not with a 
lordly dominion over the faith and con- 
ſciences of men, much lets over their ci- 
vil rights and poſſeſſions, but as appoint- 
ed officers in his ſpiritual kingdom, and | 
limited by the laws of his word. 
Beſides, he conveys a vital 72/fnence by 
his ſpirit ro all the members of his my- 
ſtical body, and gives efficacy and ver- 
tue to all the other inſtruments of his 
gracious government. The ſpecial in- | 
fluences of the divine ſpirit, who is e- 
minently the ſpirit of Chriſt ; are pecu- 
har to the chriſtian church, which is the 
diſpenſation of the ſpirit ; and to be found 
in the uſe of goſpel means. By this he 
enlightens their minds, and renews their | 
hearts ; and furniſhes them for accepta- 
ble ſervice, and ſucceſsful conflict in all N 
the tryals of life. And he preſerves | 
and defends his church againſt all oppo- ? 
ſition, and unto the end of time; and 
will bring every member of it to hea- | 
ven, and make the blefled ſociety com- | 
plete : So the prophet ſpeaks at v. 7, Of 
the increaſe of his government and pee | 
there ſhall be no end: upon the throne | 
of David, and upon his kingdom, to or- | 
der and eſtabliſh it, with judgment and 
Juſtice, from henceforth even for ever. 
II. His name ſhall be called Mon- 

derful. His name muſt be ſuppos d to 


| 
| 
| 
. 


be 
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be agreable to the thing, and expreſſive 
of his true nature, and proper to diſtin- 
guiſh it from other things; otherwiſe, 
he would be miſnam'd ; and ſo when 
'tis ſaid, his name ſball be called wonder- 
ful; the meaning is, that he ſhall be really 
ſo. The word ſignifies either ſomething 
N ſtrange and not fully known; for tho 
we don't worſhip an anknown God as 
the Athenians did; and have a ſufficient 
account in the ſcripture revelation to ju- 
ſtify all the homage and duty requir'd 
toward him; yet there are ſome things 
very ſtrange, and above the reach of our 
underſtanding; which we know but ve- 
ry defectively, and cannot comprehend, 
and arc more properly the objects of our 
faith, then of our knowledge; what we 
take upon the credit of divine revelatt- 
on, not from the nature of the things 
themſelves; tho that is highly reaſona- 
ble too. There are ſublime and myſte- 
rious things in the goſpel preach d, 
which the Holy-Ghoſt ſent down from 
heaven, which the angels deſire to look 
1 pet d. 127270. And the angel which appear d to 
_Manaoh, who als was the /ogos, 
fays to her; Why asketh thou thus af- 
ter my name, ſceing it is ſecret or won- 
derful ? The word here is from the ſame 
root with that in the text: And Manaoh 


ſaid unto his wife ; we ſball ſurely 4 25 
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becauſe we have ſeen God: Or elſe it ſig- 


nifies as much as exce//ent, and what is 
to be admired ; and ſo ſome of the beſt 
Criticks render the word admirabilis, one 
worthy of reverence and eſteem. Tho 
he is truly wonderful, and above our com- 
prehenſion, yet we know enough of him 
to render him moſt excellent and amia- 


ble. And the general apprehenſion of 
farther degrees of excellency, than we 


diſtinctly underſtand, is a juſt ground of 


admiration; as we admire, in many in-- 


ſtances, what is too great to be taken in, 
too deep to be fathomed, and too bright 
and ſhining to be gazed upon. Now he 
is thus wonderful in theſe reſpects; 

1. In the conſtitution of his perſon; as 


he is the great Immanuel, God with us; 
or the word made fleſh, The-perſon of 
the Meſſiah is truly wonderful, as it is 
altogether ſingular and peculiar, and dif- 


ferent from all others : His divine nature 
is unſearchable, and paſt our finding out; 
for, Who can by ſearching find 


ction? Who can comprehend the divine 
being? The thunder of his power 


out God, 
who can find out the Almighty to perfe-- 


221. 


who __ 


can underſiand? Who can fathom the 


depths of divine wiſdom? or compre- 
hend eternity, immenſity, omniſcience, 


&c. which are the great prerogatives of 


the divine nature, and too big to be con- 
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tained within our narrow minds. And 
how wonderful is an incarnate God! 
God aſſuming our nature, and uniting 
himſelf to it! Two natures not mingled 
or confounded with one another, bur 
preſerved diſtindt; each one having its 
reſpective properties, and yet both to- 
gether conſtituting the perſon of the Me- 
diatour. There is no communication ot 
properties, or confuſion of natures; his 
divine and humane nature are each en- 
tire and diſtinct; and yet ſo cloſely uni- 
ted together, as to receive vertue and in- 
fluence from each other: By the one he 
was capable of —, and 2 
the hands of men; by the other of 
riting at the hands of God. How truly 
wonderful is this for the divine and | 
mane nature to meet together in one 
and the Cad over all to become the 
Cbei Jeſus]! So again, 

2. In his conception and binth. Every 
birth of nature is indeed ſo; for we are 
fearfully and wonderfully mage: And the 

exmix i man repreſents it as an incompre- 

” henſible ſecret in nature; Thou knoweſt 
Eccl. xi.5 nur what is the way of the ſpirit, nor 
how the bones grow m the womb. of her- 

who is with child. But the conception 

and birth of the Meſſiah was altogether 

| peculiar, and out of the ordinary courſe 

- ne for he was formed in the 

womb 
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womb of a pure virgin by the power of 
the holy Ghoft; and that which was 
conceived of her was of the holy Ghoſt. 
There was an energy and power of the 
divine fpirit, which was peculiar and un- 
accountable, like that in the firſt forma- 
tion of the world, when the ſpirit moved 
the face of the waters ; the word 

enifies, he brooded upon it; as if he 
hatch'd the world into life, which was 
likeleſs matter, and brought the con- 
fuſed chaos into form and order. There 
was a peculiar and extraordinary agency 
of the divine fpirit in forming the hu- 
mane nature of Chrift, of which there 
never was another inſtance before, or 
fince : And the confequence of that was, 
that he was born innocent and fpotlefs ; 
He is called, That holy thing which ſhalt 
be born of thee ; not deſiled by original fer, 
as he was without fin, and knew no fin 
in his life. And if every birth of nature 
is wonderful, how truly wonderful is the 
birth of Chriſt, which was altogether ſin- 
gular, and different from all others. 
3. In the courſe of his Ae, and the 
exerciſe of his office. His whole e 
was full of wonders, as well as his birth. 
His doctrine was always frited to tire 
ſtate of thofe he converſed with. When 
he converfed with the Fews, his envi 


ons and — erremies; W 
2 


— 


* 
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he asked them were cloſe and puzling ; 
ſuch as confounded their malice, and 
gave no advantage againſt himſelf: The 
anſwers he gave to their enſnaring que- 
ſtions were wiſe and cautious, and ſuch 
as reduced them at once to ſilence and 
ſhame. His converſe with the ignorant 
and well diſpoſed, was in direct diſcourſes, 
or parabolical repreſentations, in which 
he propoſed ſeaſonable inſtruction, with 
caly inſinuation to their minds: Every 
parable is a curious frame of thought, 
and a wonderful contrivance for the in- 
ſtruction of the world. He reſcued the 
precepts of the moral law from the cor- 
ruptions and abuſes of the ſewiſb church, 
and ſet them in a clearer and fuller light; 
and ſhewed the accompliſhment of the 
types and ſhadows of the ceremonial law, 
and how they all agreed to him. He 
made admirable diſcoveries of the will 
of God concerning our redemption, and 
brought life and immortality to light by 
the goſpel ; ſo that his enemies owned 
with aſtoniſhment, that he ate as one 
having authority, and ſo as never man 
Hale. "a 
Beſides, Many wonderful works did 


— ſbew forth themſelves in him, ſuch as 
were above the power of nature, and car- 
ried evident marks of the finger of God. 


He wrought many miracles for the con- 
 firmation 
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firmation of his miſſion, and proof of 
his doctrine, greater than ever had been 
wrought by Moſes, or any of the pro- 
phets; as changing the elements of na- 
ture, and governing the moſt unruly ones; 
curing all manner of diſeaſes by an heal- 
ing touch, or powerful word; raiſing the 
dead out of their graves, and calling back 
the departed ſpirit to the forſaken body. 
He foretold many future events, which 
exactly came to paſs, without any failure 
or miſtake. And what a wonderful per- 
ſon was he who wrought ſo many won- 
derful works, and whoſe whole life was 
full of wonders, I might add, 

4. In the different fates and condi- 
tion he was in. In the ſtate of his hu- 
miliation, he ſabmitted to the greateſt 
meanneſs and ſuffering. Was it not a 
wonderful thing, for the king of heaven, 
and the maker of the world, to be re- 
duced ro want, and deſtitute of a dwel- 
ling: place; to ſubmit to the mean cir- 
cumſtances of hunger, and wearineſs, and 
poverty, and ſtraits? How great were 
his ſufferings, when he was te s of 
the Devil; injured and reproa 
wicked men; forſaken of his 23 $a. 
deſerted of the Father in his greateſt ex- 
_ tremity ; when he bore the fins of men, 

and made his ſoul an offering for ſin ? He 
was ſcized by death in all its terrours, 
Y 3 and 
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and went down to the grave. How won- 
derful a thing was it for an innocent 
perſon, who had never ſinned, to ſuffer 
for the fins of others; for him who had 
always poſſeſt the Father's love, to fall 
under any appearances of diſpleaſure; 
for the lord and giver of life, to loſe his 
own life, and dwell for a time in a dark 
grave. If we conſider his advanced ſtate, 
and look upon the brighter fide of the 
caſe ; he broke the bars of the grave, and 
the power of dcath ; and roſe from the 
dead by his own power, as the firſt fruits 
of them who riſe; and as an cvidence 
of his Godhead, and the ſufficiency of 
his ſatisfaction: He broke forth like the 
ſun after a total eclipſe, with a more 
ſurprizing luſtre : He aſcended up to glo- 
ry in a viſible manner, with the attend- 
ance of angels, and perhaps with thoſe 
who roſe from the dead with him, as 
the firſt ſpoils and trophies of his Nac 
ry over death; and paſſed triumphant 
through the regions of the air: e actu- 
ally entered into heaven, and ſat down 
at the right hand of God; and poſſeſſes 
the rewards of his mediation, and the 
homage and obedience of all the glori- 
ficd and redeemed world. And how won- 
derful is his advancement to ſo great an 
height of glory, after ſo low an abaſe- 
ment and here an earth} 

How 
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How vaſtly different a ſcene of things, is 
Chriſt dy ing upon a croſs, and lying in 
a grave; and ſcated at the right hand of 
God, and ſurrounded with adoring hoſts? 
F IV. Counſellour. Some interpre- 
ters join theſe two together, and read 
wonderful counſellour, as the other cha- 
racters are double, and have each an e- 
pithet belonging to them; And ſo tis 
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agrecable to what is ſaid of the Lord of 1f.xxviii 


hoſts, That he is wonderful in counſel ; * = 
and great in counſel. But this makes no 2 


alteration in the caſe; for he muſt be 
underſtood to be the Counſellour, who 
is allo Wonderful; 3. e. to be an extraor- 
dinary one, and ſufficiently diſtinguiſhed 
from all others. This may be underſtood 
to ſignify either his capacity of counſel- 
ling and giving advice, or his appoint- 
ment to do ſo. 

1. His perſonal qualification, or capa- 
city of counſelling. He muſt neceſſarily be 


ſuppos d to be poſſeſt of ſufficient wiſdom, 


and to underſtand thoſe things he is to 
adviſe us in; and this will appear, if you 
conſider either his eſſential wiſdom, as 

God or his perfect acquaintance with 


the divine will as Mediatour. In the for- 
mer reſpect, he is perfectly wiſe, ank 


knows all things; ſo he is repteſented 
k ay as the pe 


Father z and by the Apoſtle, as the 
SS. 


rſonal Wiſdom 8 
only Jud. 
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only wiſe God our Saviour, And he knows 
all things, and knows what is in man, 
and ſearches the hearts and trys the reins, 
The whole creation is naked and open to 
his diſcerning eye: He perfectly under- 
ſtands his own work, who formed every 
thing according tothe model of his own 
mind, and impreſs'd- ſome faint reſem- 
blance of his own perfection upon them. 
He is perfectly acquainted with every par- 
ticular creature, and every ſuppoſeable 
circumſtance, as if he had no one elſe 
to mind, and there were no other crea- 
ture in the world. He certainly knows 
the moſt diſtant event, and greateſt con- 
tingency 3 ; what will ever be our condi- 
tion, and what will be proper and bet. - 

| Beſides, he is perfectly acquainted with 
the will of God, and all his purpoſes of 

Johi. 18. mercy towards the loſt world. He lay 

Coloks, ii. in the boſome of the father ; and in him 

are hid all the treaſures of wiſdom and 

knowledge. The . merciful deſign, and 

the wiſe meaſures, , were formed and ad- - 
juſted by mutual conſent: between the 
father and the ſon ; he is the grand fa- 
vourite of heaven; and confident of the 
almighty, who was truſted with the great 
ſecret of our redemption, and the coun- 
ſels of the divine will. And as he was 
pitch'd upon as the great undertaker, 


and nothing was done without his a- 
gency 
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gency and concurrence; ſo he muſt 
needs be ſuppoſed to be fully inſtruct- 
ed, and have perfect underſtanding of 
the whole deſign, and capable of being 
our inſtructor and counſellor. 

2. His appointment and office; as the 
great prophet of the church, and teach- 
er of mankind: And he exerciſes the 
office of a councellour two ways agree- 
ably to the two former accounts of his 
qualification for it. 

1. By giving them natural wiſdom. 
As he is eſſential wiſdom, he is the foun- 


tain of wiſdom, from whom all the 


ſtreams of created wiſdom flow. The 
brighteſt appearances in this lower world, 
are but rays of light from that glorious 
ſun. He gives men their natural ſaga- 
city, which is ſo excellent a talent; and 
all that ſecular wiſdom which is ſo uſe- 
ful in the affairs of life. The brighteſt 
underſtanding and the largeſt compaſs 


of knowledge, are derivd from him, 
and communications from his infinite 


fulneſs. In this ſence, I underſtand the 
evangeliſt, when he ſays, that he was 
the true light which ligbteth every man 
who cometh into the wha. 7 

all things were made, gave us all our 
capacities of knowledge, and fills them 
up with ſuitable meaſures of wiſdom and : 
E 2 1 


2. By 
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2. By giving a ſupernatural tevelation, 
or revealing the divine will to the world. 
He who lay in the boſom of the father, 


Joh. i. 18. Hurih declar d him. He has given both 


a fuller and cleater diſcovery, than could 
be known by the mere light of nature, 
and the beſt improvments of reaſon. 
This he did firſt to the patriarchs and 
prophets of the old teſtament, in a low- 
er meaſure, and darker manner, ſuitably 
to the carly ſtate of the church; tho' it 
began to ſhine out brighter, in ſome of 
the latter prophets, and as the goſpel diſ- 
penſation grew ncar: The ſpirit of Chriſt 
whith was in them did ſignify, and te- 


Sk i. ſtified before hand the ſuffering s of a 


and the glory which ſhould follow. 
ter this he became incarnate, and re- 
veal'd the will of God to the world in 
his own perſon; correQing the errours 
and abuſes which had crept into the 
world, and fetting things in a fuller 
light. > Then he ſent forth his apoſtles, 
cſpecially after his aſcention, and the de- 
ſcent of the Holy-Ghoſt, qualified with 
extraordinary gifts of knowledge and mi- 
racles, to inſtruct the world, and con- 
vince gainſayers z and they overcame all 
oppoſition, and carried the world be- 
fore them. And he has appointed pa- 
ſtots and teachers in the chriſtian church, 
and 3 a gracious and powerſul 
preſence 
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preſence with them to the end of the 
world. They are to explain the divine 
oracles, and repreſent them in their pro- 
per evidence; and to accommodate them 
upon all occaſions, to the various capa» 
cities and neceſſities of men. And tis 
the proper office of the divine ſpirit, un- 
der the direction of this great councel- 
lour, to lead us into all truth; and to 
open our hearts to receive it; and to bring 
it to our remembrance ; to make ſuitable 
impreſſions, and keep up a lively ſence 
of it, to give weight and force, and ren- 
der it fully effectual to its end. 


« And now may he who is wonder- 


cc full in counſel, as well as lord and 
« ruler of the world; lead us into all 
te truth, and diſpoſe our condition and 
« circumſtance of life; preſerve us from 
<« every falſe and evil way; from the 
« diſcouragement of difficult circum- 
ce ſtances, andthe entanglements of proſ- 
e perous ones. May we ſcck wiſdom 
* from this great councellour in all our 


ce ways, and ſubmit to his wiſe conduct 


© in all things. May we. exccll in ſpi- 
* ritual wiſdom,” and in the knowledge 
«< of the will of God, who has abound- 
te ed towards us in all wiſdom and pru- 
« dence; and be able to ſee our way 
ce thro* all the darkneſs and difficulty 


„which may attend it. And O! thou 


great 
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great light of the world, and guide of 
wandering ſouls, enlighten the dark- 


neſs of my mind, and lead me in c- 


very path of thy commandments ; 


guide me thro' all the changes of this 


lower world, and ſuffer me not to 
wander in the dark and loſe my way. 


Let me walk in the light of thy coun- 


ec 
cc 
c« 


tenance, as well as under thy directi- 
on ; and deliver me from the dark- 
neſs of errour and ſin. Help me to 
walk as a child of light and of the day, 
under the great advantage of the goſ- 
pel revelation, and let me be training 


up for the glorious light of the other 


world, when in thy light I ſhall ſee 
light : Guide me by thy counſel, and 
afterwards bring me to thy glory. 


I ſhall reſerve the other branches of 


the deſcription to the next diſ- 


Kt courſe. 


. 
* * 
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PART II. 

Meſſiah, Deſcribd in Iſaiak ix. 6. 

een 

Si f ag : 
Iſaiah ix. 6. 

For unto us a child is born, unto us a 
ſon is given: the government ſhall be 
upon his ſhoulders ; and his name ſhall 

called Wonderful, Counſellour, the 

mighty God, the everlaſting Father, 
the Prince of peace. 

Sg: HAVE. proposd to open 

the ſeveral characters of the 

Me ſſiah contain d in this verſe, 

aud ſettle the true ſence of 


them. I have already con- 


ſider d the firſt four; as a child born, and 


a ſon given; as having the government 
e 
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upon his ſhoulders ; as wonderfull, and 
_ counce/{our. I proceed now to the next. 
S5. The myghty God. I ſhall brief 
ly ſtate the proper notion of the two 
terms. 
t. The notion of Cod. Here it will 
be fit to conſider the apoſtles diſtinction, 
of thoſe who are called Gods, and him 
10. who is God by nature. There arc who 
are called Gods; and we read of them 
Gal.iv. 8. who by nature are no Gods. In the for- 
Plal.xcyi, mer ſence there are Gods many, and 
3. Lords many. Idols in this ſence are 
called Gods ; But they are ſuch only in 
the opinion of them who worſhip them, 
and all their divinity depends upon the 
kind thoughts, and the courteſy of their 
votaries. They are repreſented in ſcri 
ture, as other Gods, and ſtrange Y 
ara and falſe Gods; yea, they are expreſly 
ſaid to be 0 Geds; they have only the 
name, and that too abuſively and miſ- 
applied. The apoſtle fays z Me know 
1Cor.viii. That an idol is nothing in the world ; 


4. and that there is none other God but 


one. Beſides, princes and magiſtrates are 


rod. xi ae d Gods too; Thou ſhalt not revile 


28, 


Pal. the Gods, nor curſe the rulers of thy pas- 
Ixxxii. ple: And I have ſaid you are Gods. They 
„ate Gods by office and depuration, as 

they are God's miniſters for the good of 
the world, and bear ſome — 
o 
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of his majeſty and authority. But as this 
is cvidently ſpoken in a figurative and 
improper ſence, ſo tis uſually attended 
with tome __ of wig Tweedy Vi the 
mighty are 4 3 ' m fear, 
— they . — Auges to 2 but 
men: And ye ſball dye hike men and fal 
as one of the princes. Nor is there, as J 
remember, more than one of the names 
of God to applied in the ſcripture. 


But then this word is us d of him who- 
is really ſo, and is by nature God; who 
has the divine nature in him, and the 


proper perfections which belong to it; 
for God is a term which abfolutely con- 
ſider d, fignifies all perfection, as well 
as relatively to us, ſupreme dominion; 
and this is the true and * ſence of 
the word. Now, the M is called 
God, not in the large and figurative ſence, 
as idols and magiſtrates are fo called x 
but in the ſtrict and proper ſence: He 


is really fo, and not only nominally; 


with vreſpe& to his nature and' eflence, 
and not merely by title and office: So 
he is repreſented in the new teſtament 
as God oven all, and as the graat God, 
and the true G. 
2. The term migbty. This may be 
underſtood either in an abſolute or com- 
ive ſence. In the abſoluts ſence, it 
ines the power of his nature, or the 
perfection 
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perfection of power; and when tis ap- 
plied to God, it muſt be underſtood to 
ſignify almighty power ; and they are 
promiſcuouſly uſed in the language of 
the ſcripture. So God tells Abraham 

Gen. xvii. I am the Almighty God : and Moſes 

1. tells ae; The Lord your God, is God 

Deut. x* of Gods — @ great God and a mighty. 

17 And in this prophecy ; The remnant 

Iſai.x.21. ſhall return, the remnant of Facob unto 

the mighty God; or the ſtrong God, 

Jo which is the expreſſion us'd in the text. 
So I underſtand the paſlage in the Re- 

Rev. i. 8. Velations ; I am alpha and omega, the 
beginning and the end, ſaith the Lord, 
who is and was, and is to come the Al- 
mighty : For beſides that the ſon of God 
is always introduc'd ſpeaking through- 

z abe Out this book, and not the father; it 

eile · plainly ſtands related to the foregoing 

context, where he is ſaid to waſh us from 
our ſins in his own blood; and to come 
in ile clouds, and every eye ſhall ſee him, 

7 and they alſo whopierc'd him: And tis 

connected with the following context, 

where the ſame perſon is introduc'd ſay- 
ing; 1 am he who liveth and was dead. 

*Tisa continued ſeries of diſcourſe, with- 

out any change of perſon. His eternal 

power and God-head is diſcover d by: 
the creation of all things, and the go- 


o 
_ I. 


vernment of the world, which is every 
where expreſly aſcrib'd to him. 

If we conhder it in a comparative 
ſence, it ſtands oppos d to all falſe Gods, 
and to ali the mighty powers of the earth. 
Idols are impotent deities, the works of 
mens hands, and ſhall periſh from the 
earth, and from under the heavens. They 
have mouths, but ſpeak not, and eyes but 1 
do not ſee, and hands but handle not; 1 . 
they who make them are like to them, 

fo is every one who truſteth in them: 

i. e. ſtupid and ſenceleſs. They are . 
ing vanities, who cannot hear the cries 
of the greateſt diſtreſs, or ſave thoſe who 
truſt in them. But he is the mighty God 
the maker of heaven and earth; able to 
relieve in the greateſt danger, and to do 
whatſoever we deſire. And he is the 
proper ſovereign of the world, the t 
of kings, and lord of lords: He ſtandet 
in the gat ion of the mighty, and Pal. 
juageib the Gods. He is mightier 1. 
than the moſt mighty creature; for who 
in heaven can be compar d to the Lord, lxxxix. 6, 
who among the mighty can be liken'd to 
him? He ſits at the right hand of God, 
till all bis enemies are matte his foot ſtool, *. 
and muſt reign till he hath put all ene 
mies under his feet, Therebellionspow- Cor-xv. 
ets of the earth will be made to crouch, 23. 
and ſubmit to is power, and he will * 

"i Z break 


— 


4. 
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break unycilding ſinners, with à rod of 

iron, and daſb them in pieces as a potters 

pal fl. d. Vel; and when his wrath is kindled but 
12. 4 little, they will periſh from the way. 

$. 6. The everlaſting Father. I ſhall 
conſider diſtinctly the two terms of the 
expreſſion, and ſhew in what fence he 
is a Father, and how he is the everlaſting 
Father, or the Father of eternity; as the 
words lic in the original. 

1. In what ſence he is a Father. This 
cannot be underſtood of the relation be- 
tween the divine perſons; for ſo he is 
the ſon, and not the father; and the real 
diſtinction between the ſacred perſons, 
which is every where mark't out in the 
ſcriptures, muſt be always carefully pre- 

ſerv d, and never be confounded. It can 
therefore only be underſtood of his re- 
lation to the creatures, and is, I think, 
only uſed of him in this place. It may 
be underſtood in a double ſence ; cither 
as he is the author and cauſe of all things, 
or, as he is the father of all believers in 
him; i. e. in a natural or ſpiritual ſence. 

(r.) In a natural ſence; as he is the au- 
thor and cauſe of all things. * Tis obyi- 
ous to remark, not only in common 

ſpeech, bur in the language of ſcripture, 
that the author of any thing, the firſt 
founders of arts and ſciences, are call'd 


the fathers of Jabel was the fo- 
L  #ner 


* 
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ther of ſuch who dwelt in tents ; and u- Gen. iv. 

bal of ſuch who handle the harp and the ©" 

organ; i. e. He was the firſt who found 

them our, He who is the mighty God, 

is the natural father of all things, the 

author of univerſal nature, and the pro- 

per cauſe of all things. The Evangeliſt 

ſays of the divine /ogos, that all things 

were made by him, and without him Was ſoh. i. 3. 

not any thing made which was made ; 

83} &, not any one thing. And the 

apoſtle particularly enumerates them z 

For by him were all things created which 

are in heaven, and which are in earth, 

viſible and inviſible ;- whether thrones Cook. i. 

or dominions, or principalities, or powers; 13. 16. 

all things were created by him, and for 

him. And in another Epiſtle ; Thro' 

faith we underſtand that the worlds A. 

were fram d by the word of God. 

It appears by this account, that he raiſed 

the fabrick of this world, and form'd eve- 

ry creature in it; the ſpacious regions 

above, as well as this low and little earth. 

He gave it harmony and order, and put | 

all the parts of it into motion. He fix- 

ed the luminaries of heaven, by which 
it ſhines ſo bright, and appears ſo glo- 
| rious round about us, day and night; 
and gave them all their motions and in- 
fluences. - He put a prolifick vertue and 
ö pregnancy into the earth, by which it 
; 8 abounds 
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abounds with precious oar, and brings 


forth all its fruits in its proper ſeaſon. 
He has peopled both the worlds with pro- 
per inhabitants; both the ſeveral orders 
of hcavenly hoſts, the nobler parts of the 
creation, and peculiar miniſters of the al- 
mighty; and man, the lord of the lower 
world, made after the nage of God, and 
a little lower than the angels; next in or- 
der and excellence; with a curious frame 
of bodily nature, and a reaſonable and 
immortal ſpirit, by which tis animated 
and acted: We are properly his Offspring. 
He made the various ſorts of inferiour 
creatures in ſubordination to man, and 
fitted for his uſe; the meaneſt inſeR, as 
well as the brighteſt ſeraph; the moſt 
contemptible worm which crawls upon 
the earth, as well as the moſt illuſtrious 
and ſhining angel in heaven. I might 
run through the whole creation, and in- 
ſtance in every particular being. 

And he is repreſented as a proper cauſe; 
and not a mere inſtrument. He did not 
act by mere deputation, but by proper 
efficiency and cauſality; that is, he is the 
proper creatour of all things, who made 
them when they were nothing, and made 


them what they are ; and made the firſt 


matter, as well as gave the particular 
form. He is the principle of all being, 
and acts as a free and almighty agent ; 

2 and 
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and every thing which is made is the 
effect, as well as evidence of an eternal 
power and godhead. He is the eternal 
word, by whom all things ſprang out of 
nothing; who pronounc d the almighty 
fiat, and ſaid, Let there be light and there 
was light; which expreſſion is taken no- 
tice of by Longinus Þ as the greateſt in- 
ſtance of the true ſublime, So he is ſaid 
to be God, at the ſame time he is ſaid to 
have made all things; and tis a remark- 
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able expreſſion of the apoſtle ; Who ts Colob. i. 


the 1 
born every creature . 
which by no greater an alteration, then 
the change of the accent, and moſt agre- 
able to the ſcope and connection of the 
place, which is taken notice of by an anti- 
ent greek writer; * will ſignify actively, 
and not paſlively.owewror#O. ſigniſies not 
the firſt born, but the firſt begetter of all 
things; the firſt former and prime effi- 
cient of all things; and ſo the connecti- 
on will ſtand thus; He is the ft produ- 
cer of all things, for by him were all 
things created, which are in heaven, and 
which are on earth. He made all the 


ſeveral kinds of creatures, who is is the 
Z 3 firſt 


_ 


_— 


+Longinus abou Fd Pelufiote Lib. 3. 
Epiſt. 30. . : 


. — 


e of the invuiſible God, the firſt 15. 
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firſt cauſe and common maker of all 
things. | 
The only difficulty here, is, that the 
 Ephiiiig, apoſtle twice ſays, That God created all 


things by Feſus Chriſt ; And by whom 

Heb. i. 2. a/ſo he made the worlds; were the pro- 

poſition & aus is ſuppos'd to import in- 

ftrumentality ; or acting merely by ano- 

ther's agency and appointment, in op- 

poſition to proper agency and efficiency 

of his own : But the objection will loſe 

its force, if it be conſider'd ; that the 

ſame form of expreſſion is ſometimes 

uſed of the Father, and where there is no 

pretence of inſtrumentality, and a proper 
efficiency is intended: For of him and 

Rom. xi. through him I dur by him, and to 

3% im are all things, and by whom 4 ov 

are all things. And the Evangeliſt ex- 

preſly ſays, What ſoc ver things the father 

Joh. v. ig. doth, theſe alſo doth the ſon. And he 

may be conceiv d to at miniſterially, and 

agreably to a divine -order and agree- 

ment among the ſacred perſons ; very 

conſiſtently with proper efficiency, and 

without acting only as an inſtrument in 

anothers hand. | 

(2.) In a ſprritual ſence, and as he is 

the father of all true. believers in him. 

Ini. ii. io To this purpoſe tis obſervable, that they 

Heb. ii. io are called his ſeed, and ſaid to be born 

3. again, and to be his ſons and * 
n 
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And tho' this is often ſpoken of with re- 
lation to the father, yet tis ſometimes 
ſpoken of with relation to the ſon, and 
who for that rcaſon may fitly be called 
a father too; and that partly as he is 
the proper cauſe of the new nature in us; 
and partly as he is the pattern and ex- 
emplar of it. He is the proper cauſe of 
it. This is the nobleſt effect in this 
lower world, and is wrought in a way 
agreably to the nature of the ſubject. Of 
this ſaving change there is the inſtrumen- 
tal cauſc, and that is the goſpel of Chriſt, 
and there is the efficient cauſe; and that 
is ag ſpirit of Chriſt: We are begotten 
by the g 7. pel; and born again 
he RIS ſeed of the word of God. 


343 


of 1 = iv. 


This has a proper aptitude in the nature pc b 


of means to change the corrupt nature, 
and introduce the new nature; to en- 
lighten the mind, and convert the ſoul : 
But ttis the ſpirit of Chriſt which is the 
proper efficient, and gives efficacy and 
power to every word of the goſpel, and 
makes it work eſfectually in them who do 
believe. This is the vital breath which 
impregnates the divine ſeed, and produ- 
ces the divine nature in us: So the a- 
poſtle ſays ; The law of the ſpirit of life 


in Chriſt Jeſus, hath made me free from 
the law of Jn and death; and tis 3 


2 4 preſly 
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preſly called the ſanctißcation of the ſpi- 
rit, and the renewing of the Holy. — 
And he is the pattern and exemplar 
They bear his image, and are formed into 
a reſemblance of Chriſt. The great lines 
and features of his nature, are drawn up- 
on theirs, and they may be known to 
relate to him by the likeneſs they bear to 
... him. So the Apoſtle ſpeaks of being 
conform 4 to the image of his ſon; and 


Gal. iv, of Chriſt being Fray in us. In this 
19. 


ſence oF ſays ; Let the ſame mind be in 
you which was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus; 
the ſame temper and ſpirit of meekneſs 
humility, ſelfdenyal, purity, and love 
and we arc faid to be created im Chriſt 
Je ſus unto good works ; and to walk as 
2 alſo walked, and as we have him for 
our example. We are to- tranſcribe the 
life of Jeſus, and to follow every imi- 
table ſtep of it. 
2. He is the ever/aſting Father ; or as 
_ words lic-in the- original ; rhe father 
of eternzty. And this may be under- 
ſtood in a double. ſence, agrecably to 
the two fold. ſence. of the foregoing 
term ; cither, | 
(u.) To ſignify his own eternal being. 
Achoid the creatour of the world, and fa- 
ther ofall things, he muſt be eternal. How: 
difficult ſoever the eternity of the divine 


being is to conceiye, tis abſolutely neceſſary 


to 
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to ſuppoſe it; for if there had been no eter- 


nal being, there never cou d have been 


any other being: When you have run 
the matter as far back in your own 
thoughts, as you poſlibly can, in the order 
of cauſes, you muſt neceſſarily come at 
laſt to a firſt cauſe ; that is, to that Which 
was before all other things, and from 
whence all other things did proceed; 
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and that muſt be an eternal one, which 


had no beginning, and from whence 
every other thing had its being. Tis 
plain in reaſon, that the maker of all 
things muſt be eternal or from everlaſt- 
ing. The cternity of the Meſſiah is re- 
preſented in the- ſcripture, by all thoſe 
phraſes by which —— eternity of the fa- 


in the beginning of his ways, before his 
works of old. I was ſet up from ever- 


laſting, from the beginning, or ever the 
earth was. The prophet ſays of him; 


whoſe goings forth have been from of Mic.v 


old, from everlaſting, or from the days 
of eternity. I think this is the force of 
the expreſſions; In the beginning was the 


— And he is before all t 


the apoſtle applies the pſalmiſts detcription 
of the Father's — to Chriſt; 
Lord in the begining, 
dations of the earth; 


repre» 


ther is expreſs d: The Lord poſſe me FRONS 


2. 


Co 
hings. And ok 


He 
are the work of thy hands: And he is eb i ao 
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repreſented as Aloha and Omega, the 
firſt and the laſt ; he who is, and was, 


Ich. x. 24- and is to come: He comprehends in his 


Rev.i.s, apoſtle 3 Being made perfect he became 


being, all the meaſures of duration; he 
ever was, and ever will be. Or 

| (2.) That he is the author of eternal 
life to all true believers. He is the fa- 
ther of eternity; that is, of an happy 
eternity to all his followers. Tis not 
neceſſary to make this out, to have re- 
courſe to the notion of a late writer; 
that by our apoſtacy from God, we for- 
feited our being, and the death threatned 
by the law, was annihilation, or extin- 
ction of being; and that the proper de- 
ſign of Chriſt's undertaking was to re- 
ſtore us to immortality, or eternity of 
exiſtence. *Tis ſufficient to obſerve here, 
that life is us d in ſcripture to ſignify, 
not merely continuance of being, but 
happy and comfortable being, and that 
eternal life, is the uſual deſcription, ofa 
ſtate of happineſs in the other world. 
Now, the great deſign of Chriſt plainly 
was, to recover us to a capacity of etcr- 
nal life, and to procure eternal ſalvati- 
on for us, when we were ſunk into a 
ſtate of death, and liable to eternal mi- 
ſery. So he promiſes his diſciples ; and 
JI will give them eternal life ; and tis 
exactly parallell to the expreſſion of the 


the 
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the author of eternal ſalvation to all them 
who obey him. He obtained eternal re- 
demption for us, by his blood, and has 
brought life and immortality to light by 
the goſpel. There is a clearer repreſenta- 
tion, and fuller aſſurance of it, to all ſin- 


ners believers in him. 
I ſhall only further obſerve here, that 


Heb. vii. 
9. 10. 11. 


12. 


the Seventy render, this expreſſion thus, 


ali wAnovIG. a., the Father of the 
world to come, or of the future age; 


which probably is referred to, in the new 


teſtament, where the goſpel ſtate, or the 
kingdom of the Meſſiah, is repreſented in 
this very phraſe: To the Angels, hath he not 
put in ſubjection the world to come; and 


we read of the powers of the world to come; —vi. 5. 


Heb. ll. 5. 


pemorrO. d .. He is the founder of 


the chriſtian diſpenſation, which contains 


the promiſe of eternal life, and reveals the 


way which leads to it. 


F. 7. he Prince of peace. This is a 


title propꝭx to the Meſſiah, and frequent- 
ly applied to him in different terms. The 
word peace, is frequently uſed in the old 
teſtament, and the language of the Jews, 
either more generally, for all Kind of proſ- 


perity and ſucceſs; ſo in the uſual ſaluta- 
tion; “Peace be to you,” and in the new - 


teſtament, Grace, Mercy, and Peace, from 
God the Father, and from the Lord Jeſus 


* Chriſt.” Or more ſtrictly, forapeaceable 


ſtate 
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ſtate of things, in oppoſition to enmity 
and contention, war and confuſion, anger 
and wrath, Oc. And eſpecially for peace, 
after a former difference, or friendſhip 
Pal. cxx. npon a foregoing breach: 7 am for peace, 
Prot. xii. but they are for war; And, when a mans 
7 ways pleaſe the Lord, he maketh even his 
enemies to be at peace with him. Now he 
is the prince of peace, IP to both ſen- 

ces of the word. 

1. He is a proſperous Prince, or one who 
ſacceeds in all his deſigns. As the govern- 
ment is upon his ſhoulders, and the ſcep- 
ter of government in his hands; ſo he 

_ reigns with wiſdom and ſucceſs, and proſ- 
pers in all he does: he carries on his inte- 
reſt and glory in the world, againſt all op- 


| poſition; and with full ſucceſs. He is a 
Prince who accompliſhes all his deſigns; 
conquers all his enemies, and proſpers in 

| every undertaking; who never miſcarries 
1 in any point, and is never miſtaken in any 
of his meaſures. It was propheſied of _— 


— —z 


pal. lomon asatype of Chriſt, In his days ſha 
. righteouſneſs flouriſh, and abundance of 
peace ſo long as the moon endures. And 
the prophet ſpeaks of his proſperous go- 
vernment, in the verſe following the text; 


the increaſe of his government and 
* there — ; upon the throne 
of David, ne Ty le den to order 
| 9 


5 
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it, and eſtabliſh it with judgment and ju- 
ſtice, from hencefarth even for ever. 


2. He is a peaceable Prince. He is king 
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of peace as well as righteouſneſs : and that Heb. vii. 


both as his own temper and diſpoſition is 
peaceable; he was meek and lowly of heart; 
and we read of the meekneſs and gentleneſs 

_ of Chriſt, in oppoſition to fierceneſs of 
temper, or tyrannical humour; to eager- 
neſs and ſeverity of diſpalition : he breaths 
nothing but kindneſs and good will. And 
eſpecially as he is the author and procurer 
of peace: So the God of peace, is explain- 


2. 


by the Apoſtle ; God is not the author I Cor. 
confuſion, but of peace. And, the Lord be 
of peace himſelf giue you peace always, by iii. 16. 


means. Tis his peculiar glory, as well 
as his office, to make up differences, and 
reſtore peace. This may be conſider d in 
two great inſtances. 

(.) In making peace between God and 
Man, or in reconciling the difference ſin 
had made between them. This was pro- 
pheſied of him, this man ſball be the peace. 
The roman cmpire at the time of his birth, 
was in a ſtate of peace with all the world, 
which had been for ſome 100 years in per- 
war, contending with their enmies, 
and extending the bounds of their domi- 
nion: the confuſion of war was all over, 


when the great peacemaker was to come 


into the world. The bleſſed. Angels the 


Mich. v. 


o * 
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miniſters of peace proclaimed the glad 
tidings of his birth, and congratulated 
the loſt world the appearance of the 
prince of peace. This was part of their 
_ triumphant ſong, upon that great ſolem. 
Lak. => nity; On earth, peace, goodwill to- 
wards men. The Apoſtle diſtinctly repre- 
Eph. ii. ſents it, for he is our peace. and came 
14 17. and preached peace. He was himſelf the 
peace offering, who firſt procur'd peace, 
and then publiſhed it to the world by the 
Coloft.;, Soſpel. And, having made peace by the 
19. 21. blood of the croſs 5 — who Were ene- 
mies, are now reconciled in the body of his 
fleſh through death. He made reconcilia- 
tion for he ſens of the people, by the ſacri- 
fice of himſelf ; and God is in Chriſt recon- 
ciling the world to himſelf, and diſpoſed 
to favour upon gracious terms. The of- 
fended God is become the God of peace, 
the injured majeſty of heaven is ready to 
receive rebellious ſinners, upon their re- 
aa turn and ſubmiſſion to him. So he is a 
e and a ſaviour. i. c. a ſaving prince, 
one who laid down his life to procure 

peace, and lay a foundation of friendſhip 
between God and Men. The go, ol of 
peace, and the miniſtry of reconciliation, 
preſcribe the way of a ſinners reconcilia- 
tion with God, and preſs their compliance 
2Cor. v. in his name and ſtead. Now then we are 
2 — Chriſt, as tho God % — 

eec 
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ſeech you by us, we pray ye in Chriſts ſtead, 
beye reconciled to Cod. 
(2.) In making peace among men. For 
example, between the Jews and Gentiles. 
The Jews had been long a peculiar and 
favoured people, above all nations; to 
whom was committed the oracles of God ; 
who worſhipped the true God with peculi- 
ar rites, were under the ſpecial care of his 
providence; and had many promiſes of 
outward proſperity. They wereproud of 
their peculiarity, and diſdained all others; 
they boaſted of being the children of Abra- 
ham, and looked upon the other nations 
as the uncircumeiſed, which was the great- 
eſt term of reproach. The Gentiles on the 
other hand, envied their happineſs and 
proſperity, and hated their rights of religi- 
on; the ſcorn andcontempt was mutual, 
and grew into mortal feud and contention, . 
Whenever the Jews were given up by 
God, for their idolatry, they were always | 
treated with rigour and ſeverity; as in the | 
ſeveral inſtances of their captivities, and 1 
the dreadful deſolation by the romans at | 
laſt. Now he reconciled the jewiſh and | 
gentile world, who were at ſo greatenmi- 43 
ty and oppoſition, by aboliſhing the legal A 
diſpenſation, which wasthe ground of the wy 
_ diſtance between them; and by eſtabliſh- 
ing the goſpel diſpenſation, which admit- 
ted both to equal priviledges, and ſet 


! 
[ 
3 
| 
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Eph. ii. 


19. 


Joh. xiii. ¶ new commandment give I unto 


34» 


_ 
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upon the ſame foot. The Apoſtle 


them 


i. repreſents this matter, For he hath made 


both one, and hath broken down the mid- 
dle wall of partition between us, having 
aboliſhed in his fieſb the enmity. i. e. the 
occaſion of enmity, the lau of command- 

ments contained in ordinances, to make in 
himſelf of twain, one new man, ſo ma- 
peace. He removed the ground of 
the mutual diſlike, and brought them 
both into the chriſtian church. They who 
were ſtrangers and foreigners are fellow 
citizens with the ſaints, and of the houſ- 
hould of God; and there is now no dif- 


ference, between the one and the other; 


or any occaſion of quarrelling. 

And he has cnjoined peace to all his 
followers, in the ſtricteſt manner, both a- 
mong themſelves, and towards all men. 


that you love one another ; as Theve loved 
you, "that you alſo love one another. We 
arc to make his love to us, which was the 
nobleſt inſtance of ſincere and dis-intereſt- 
ed love, both the pattern and the reaſon of 
our love to one another, And he makes 
it the badge of diſcipleſhip, and great 
mark of diſtinction from other men; B 
this ſhall all men know that you are my 
' ſriples, if you have love one to another.) 
Tis a remarkable paſlage to this purpole, 


Have ſalt in your ſelves, and have peace 


441 
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ene with another, By ſalt he means hea- Mar. ix. 


venly wiſdom and gracc, as the Apoſtle 


50. 


ſays, Let your ſpeech. be always With Co of. ir. 


grace, ſeaſoned with ſalt; with the ſalt 
of grace. A chriſtian's firſt care is to have 
ſalt in himſelf, or be ſeaſoned with the di- 
vine grace: but his next is to be at peace, 
with his fellow-chriſtians; next to grace is 
peace. And they are unſavoury chriſtians, 
who live at enmity with other chriſtians, 
in angry contentions among themſelves, 
or affectation of pre-eminence and ſuperi- 


ority; which was the caſe of the diſciples 


here. And the Apoſtle requires chriſtians, 


if it be poſſible, as much as lieth in gou, Rom. vii. 
v 


e peaceably with all men; and to follow 


18. 


peace with all men: i. e. to make it our Heb. xi. 


endeavour by all lawful means, and as far 
as we can, without any ſinful compliance 
with them. 

This is the genius of the kingdom of 
Chriſt; he reigns over peaceable ſubjects, 
and tis calculated to promote peace among 


all the members of it. So it was propheſied; 


The wolf ſhall dwell with the lamb, the 


14. 


leopard ſball lie down with the kid ; they in. al. 6. 
ſball not Hurt nor deſtroy, in all my 155 Rom. 1 


mount. And the Apoſtle ſays, The Ei 
dom of Godis not meat and drink, — 
reouſneſs, and peace and joy in the Holy- 
Ghoſt : and upon this foundation, grounds 


Aa fore 


3s, e exhortation; Let us there- — 19. 
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fore follow after the things which make for 
peace, and things wherewith one may edi- 
fy another. The things which make for 
peace, molt tend to edification; and ſo 
— he ſpeaks of the zncreaſe of the body, and 
 edifying itſelf in love: whereas animoſity 
and contention among chriſtians, tend 
ro deſtruction; deform the beauty, and 
weaken the ſtrength, and obſtruct the pro- 
greſs of it in the world. Wharſoever 
breaks the peace among his ſubjects, and 
tends to alienate their affections, and en- 
flame their paſſions; is a rude violation 
of the laws and government of the prince 
of peace: for we are obliged by mutual 
love, and mutual forbearance to all who 
hold the head, to maintain the peace of his 
Eph.iv. 4. kingdom in the world, and keep the unity 
of the ſpirit, in the bond of peace. And 

Phil. l. 27. tho* we muſt ſtrive together for the faith 
Jude 3, the goſpel; and contend earneſtly for the 
faith, once delivered tothe ſaints; yet we 
Eph. ir. Muſt ſtill follot the truth in love, and in 
5- meckneſs, inſtruct thoſe who oppoſe them- 
amen * ſetves: and the months of gainſayers muſt 
s be ſtopp'd, not by reproach and violence, 
T; _ but exhorting and convincing them, by 
9. 11. ſound dotirine. We mult oppoſe the great- 
eſt errors with a chriſtian temper, and de- 
fend the goſpel with no other weapons, 
but the armonr of light. And no pretence 
of concern for the — of Chriſt, * 


— 
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the truths of the goſpel will ſanctify an un- 
hallowed flame; nor juſtify the wrarh of Jam. _ 
man, which worketh not the righteouſneſs 
of God, or that bitter zeal, which tran- 
ſports the mind, and breeds confuſion and 
every evil work. 

I ſhall not be able to apply diſtinctly the 
ſeveral parts, but ſhall only make ſome ge- 
neral remarks upon the whole, as one 
glorious deſcription of the Meſſiah. 

1. We may learn from hence how we 
are o concerve of him in our minds. 
We ſhould raiſe our apprehenſions of 
his glorious excellence, and heighten our, 
value and eſteem of it. How wor- 

thy is He of our Supreme love and beſt | 
affection, who bears ſo illuſtrious a cha- 
rater, and is ſo glorious a perſon? Should 
we not eſteem him precious and honour- 
able, and love him more than all other 
things, who is ſo much more excellent 
than the whole creation; ſo nearly allied 
to God himſelf, the mghty God, the maker 
of the world, the fountain of wiſdom, 

and the author of our happineſs? Whom ' 
ſhall we admire and love, if not fo glo- 

rious and lovely an object? Let every 
branch of this repreſentation raiſe an an- 
ſwerable idea of him in our mind, and 
direct to ſuitable conceptions of him; 
and every view and contemplation oft 
them, excite anſwerable affection and 
| Aa 2 regard 
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regard to him. How truly great would 
he appear under a diſtinct conception, 
and deep impreſſion of this glorious re- 
preſention upon our minds? 

2. We may be directed from hence, 
how zo apply to him. Look to the ſor 

of God, and governour of the world, the 
wonderfull counſellour, and mighty God 5 
for all ſupplics of wiſdom and ſtrength; 
for direction and aſſiſtance in every ſer- 
vice; and protection from every evil and 
danger; to guide us by his counſel and 
ſtrengthen us by his might; to be the 
Lord our righteouſneſs and our ſtrength : 
How able is he to direct and defend us, 
who has the government upon his ſboul- 
ders, and is the wonderful Counſellour? 
Whither ſhould we go but unto him 
who has the words of eternal life, and 
whoſe {words are ſpirit and life; for ſafe 
conduct and vital influence? Look with 
a lively faith and fervent deſire to the 
fullneſs which dwells in him ; for all the 
ſupplics of the ſpirit of grace, and every 

communication of favour. Look to him 

who is able to deliver and ſave to the 
 #tmoſi, under all your remaining weak- 
neſs, and returning wants, and ſurround- 
ing dangers. 
3. We learn how proper 4 an object he 
is of our truſt. How ſafely may we re- 


1 * upon him, and venture our greateſt 
intereſts 
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intereſts in his hands, who is ſo truly 
glorious and great? May we not reaſon- 
ably truſt and hope in Chriſt for all the 
promiſed mercy of both worlds; and 
commit the care of our lives and of our 
ſou's to him, who is the fon of God, 
and the mighty God, the great Govern- 
our and Counſellour? May we not be 
fully perſwaded of his all-ſuthcient power, 
and unalterable faithfulneſs; that he will 
keep what we have committed to him, 
and that nothing ſhall ſeperate us from 
his love; that he is able to keep us from 
falling, and that none ſball be able to 
pluck us out of his hand? How firm a 
foundation of truſt and confidence does 
ſo glorious a repreſentation of him lay? 
How ſafe are we always in the hands of 
Chriſt, and how ſecure of his undertak- 
ing? We may depend upon his perform- 


ing the good work, and perfecting that 


which concerns us; and that cvery faith- 
ful ſoul ſhall be kept by his mighty power 
through faith unto ſalvation, under all 
the conflicts of the chriſtian life, and a- 
gainſt all the power of oppoſition. 

4. We are inſtructed from hence, how 
to carry it towards him, and what ought 
to be our behaviour. If he be ſo glori- 
ous a perſon as is here deſcribed, we 
certainly ought to carry it with all duti- 
ful ſubjection to his gracious govern- 
in Aa 3 ment; 
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ment; and reſignation to his diſpoſal. 
How infinitely reaſonable is ſubjection to 
the governour of the world; and ſub- 
miſſion to the wonderful counſellour! 
How well docs it become all who own 
his authority, and depend upon his blood, 
to yield ready obedience to his com- 
mands, reſign to his ſaving conduct, and 
comply with the methods of his mercy ? 
Beware of offending ſo glorious a perſon 
by any act of wilful diſobedience to his 
laws, or any inſtance of diſſatisfaction 
with his conduct towards you. Particu- 
larly, we ſhould carry it wiſcly and peace- 
ably towards all the ſubjects of this great 
governour and prince of peace, both 
thoſe. who are without and thoſe who 
are within the Church: And ſo as to 
give no offence to the Few or the gen- 
tile, or the church of God. Lay not any 
ſtumbling block in the way of the leaſt 
diſciple of Chriſt; but endeavour by an 
unblamable and exemplary walk, to adorn 
the doctrine of God our Saviour, and to 
recommend it to the love and eſtcem of 
the world. | 
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II. 
Meſſiah, the Offspring of David. 
EYE te a or FEE Eo EIT IE 


Iſai. xi. I. 


And there ſhall come forth a rod of the 
Stem of Feſſe, and a branch ſhall grow 
out of his roots. 


F HE Prophet, in the cloſe of 
| the foregoing chapter, fore- 
tells the ruin and deſtruction 
of Sennacherib, and the A- 
rian army, v. 33, 34. In the 
beginning of this chapter, he proceeds to 
encourage them with the promiſe of the 
Meſſiah: Thus taking occaſion from tem- 
poral and out ward deliverance from their 
enemies, to inſinuate the remembrance 
of their ſpiritual deliverance by Chriſt. 
The prophet having uſed metaphors 
A 24 taken 
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taken from woods and trees; in the for- 
mer inſtance; The Lord of hoſts ſhall lop 
the bough with terrour; i. e. Sennacherib: 
and cut down the thickets of the foreſt 
with iron; i. e. the Aſſyrian army: He 
continues the ſame metaphor, and repre- 
ſents the Meſſiah in ſuch terms as might 
anſwer to the former parts of his diſ- 
courſe; There ſball come forth a rod out 
of the ſtem of eſſe, &c. 
This prophecy is remarkable, both for 
the account of his original and deſcent, 
in this verſe; and of his perſon and go- 
vernment in the following verſe. I ſhall 
ſpeak more particularly of the former, 
and make ſome general remarks upon 
the latter; and then cloſe with ſome 
practical reflections upon both. 


I. I ſhall ſpeak of his orginal and de- 
ſcent: and here it will be neceſſary to 
ſpcak, 1. concerning 7eſſe; 2. concern- 
ing the ſtem and root of Feſſe ; 3. con- 
cerning this rod and branch from that 
ſtem and root. 


F. 1. Concerning Feſſe : And here we 
are to conſider who he was; and why he 
-is mentioned in this caſe. And though 
1 ſhall not go into all the difficulties af 
the genealogy ;z yet, becauſe the ſmalleſt 
things concerning ſo great a perſon deſerye 

ous 
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our attention ; I ſhall conſider this in- 
ſtance of it, ſo far as is neceſſary to our 
preſent purpole. 
Concerning the perſon of Feſſe, we 
can go no farther than the ſcripture leads 
us. His pedigree is derived from Pha- 
rez, who was the grandſon of Facob; - 
and he is ſaid to be the Father of David Ruth iv. 
the King. Lis further remarkable, that ** 
he was a Bethlemite; So God ordered 
Samuel; Fill thy horn with oil; I u , 
ſend thee to Feſſe the Bethlemite ; for 1 
have provided me a king among his ſons. 
And very probably he was a meaner 
perſon, and of a lower rank and quality 
in the world. This ſeems to be inti- 
mated in the humble acknowledgment 
of David himſelf: And David ſaid to. x$yiii.1s. 
Saul, What am 1, and what tis my life, 
or my father's family in Iſrael, that I 
ſhould be ſon in law to the king? And 
in that angry enquiry of Saul, who ſeems 
to upbraid him with his mean original : 
And it came to paſs on the morrow, that — xx. 22. 
David's place was empty. And Saul ſaid 
to Fonathan his ſon ; wherefore cometh 
not the ſon of Feſſe ta meat neither ye- 
ſterday, nor to day. And in the inſolent 
taunt of Sheba: And Sheba the ſon of, Sam. xx, 
Bichri, blew the t t and ſaid, We 1. 
. have no part in David, neither have we 6 
_ inheritance 
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inheritance in the ſon of feſſe. Every 
man to his tent, O Iſrael. 

As to the reaſon of his being men- 
tioned here, 'tis to be obſerved, That 
there are ſeveral accounts of the pedi- 
gree of the Meſſiah in the ſcripture ; and 
tis derived from different perſons, as the 
circumſtances and reaſon of things re- 
quired. The firſt promiſe of the Meſſiah 
was made to Adam immediately upon 
the fall, for the encouragment of his ſink- 
ing hope, in the very ſignificant, though 
ſomewhat obſcure repreſentation of the 
Seed of the woman. And then he was 
promiſed to Avraham, who was the fa- 
ther of God's peculiar people, and the 
great pattern of faith in God; as a token 
of his higheſt favour, and reward of hzs 
fingular obedience : In thy ſeed ſball all 
the nations of the earth be bleſſed. And 
accordingly we find the genealogy of 
Chriſt recorded in the goſpel, reſpects 
each of theſe promiſes. The Evangeliſt 
Matthew begins the genealogy from A- 
braham, and cartics it down to Joſeph, 
who was his legal father: But Luke who 
gives us the genealogy of Mary his na- 
tural mother, begins with his immediate 
parents, and runs it up to Adam : Which 

was the ſon of Enoch, which was the 

ſon of Seth, which was the ſon of Adam. 

And tis peculiarly obſervable here, _ 
t 
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both the genealogies agree in this, that 
he was the ſon of David; and we find 
afterwards, he went to Bethlehem to be 
enrolled with the family of David. This 
ſeems to be the principal deſign of both 
of them, agrecably to the expectation of 
the ZFews, who eſteemed it a certain cha- 
rater of the Meſſiah, that he ſhould be 
the /on of David, and king of Iſrael. 
Both the genealogies agree up to David; 
and then they divide; Zoſeph deſcending 
from him by his ſon Solomon, and Mary 
by his ſon Nathan. 

Now Feſſe is mentioned here with 
ſpecial reference to David, to whom 
this honour was afterwards promiſed, 
That the Meſſiabh ſhould deſcend from 
him, and ſpring out of his loins. God had 


conferred upon him the honour of the 
kingdom of 1/rae/: He choſe David his Plalm 


IXXviii. 
10, 11. 


ſervant, and took him from the — _ ; 
from following the ewes great with y 
he brought him to feed Facob his people, 
and Fudah his 1 — And he fed 
punk according to the int —— % of Yer 
heart, and — them by the skilfulneſs 
of his hands. He renewed to him the 
promiſe of the Meſſiah, and Nathan the 


363 


ct is ſent to tell him; hen thy days 2 Sam. vii. 


are fulfilled, and thou hair feep with thy 
fathers ; 1 will — thy the, 
hich ſail proceed out — 


12, 13. 
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and I will eſtabliſh the throne of his king- 
dom for ever: I will be his father, and 
he ſhall be my ſon —— and thy houſe and 
thy kingdom ſball be eſtabliſhed for ever 
before thee ; thy throne ſhall be eſtabliſh- 
ed for ever. This is often referred to 
in the book of P/alms ; I have made a 

Pam Covenant with my choſen ; I have ſworn 

NAK. >unto David my ſervant, Thy ſeed will I 

cxxxil. 11 Habliſb for ever, and build up thy throne 

17. to all generations. | 
So we find 'tis every where ſpoken of 
in the new teſtament. Hath not the 

Ad. i. 20. ſcripture ſaid, 7hat Chriſt cometh of the 

ſeed of David, and out of the town of 
Bethlehem where David was. And a- 

gain, Therefore being a prophet, and know- 

: mg that God hath ſworn to him with an 

"tt 4% oath; that of the fruit of his loins ac- 
cording. to the fleſh, he would raiſe up 
Chriſt, to fit upon his throne : He ſeeing 
this before ſpake of the reſurrettion of 
Chriſt : Plainly refering to the forego- 
ing paſſages. Onte more; God gave te- 

— Limone 10 David, and ſaid, I have 
found David the Son of Feſſe, a man 

after 'my own heart, who ſball fulfil all 

my will': Of this man's ſeed, hath God 
according to his promiſe, raisd unto 

Tſrael a ſaviour Feſus. It was general- 

ly known that he was to deſcend from 

David. The Pharaſites - own'd thus 
ie much 


Meſſiah, the Offspring of David. 363 
much, when Feſus ask'd them; What Fl 
think you of 5 ? IWWhoſe ſon is he 3 
They ſaid to him the ſon of David. The 
poor blind men applied to him under 

this title; Thou ſon of David have mer- ix. 25. 
cy on us: And the multitude cried, Ho- 
ſannah to the ſon of David: And our xi. 9. 
Lord himſelf is introduc'd, ſaying; 1h., vu. 
am the root and offspring of David. 16. 

F 2. We muſt next conſider the ſtem 
and root of Feſſe. The words are me- 
taphorical ; and very fit, as well as fre- 
quently applicd to the preſent caſe. Pa- 
rents are the root of their poſterity, from 
whence they deſcend as the ſprings or 
branches of a tree ; The words are thus 
diſtinguiſh'd ; The ſtem is render'd the 
trunk or body, which ſignifies that part 
of a tree which is above ground, and o- 
pen to view: The root is that part which 
lies conceal'd and under ground. The 
branches have a diſtin reſpe to both; 
they ſpring from the root, and depend up- 
on the trunk of a tree. And tis obſervable 
concerning both, that they ſignify ſome- 
thing very mean and humble; the for- 
mer ſignifies the trunk of a tree cut down 
and wither'd; the latter the of a 
tree, We read to this ſenſe in another 
place; that he ſhall grow wp 4s 4 tender 
plant, and as à root out of a dry ground. Iſai. liſ a. 


The plain meaning of this prophecy, as 
WE | appears 


— 
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appears alſo by the event and accompliſh- | 
ment of it, is this; that the royal family 
of David, from whence the Meſſiah 
was to come, ſhould be ſunk vety low 
and reduc'd to a mean circumſtance, when 
the Meſſiah ſhould ſpring out of it; that 
it ſhould be brought to as mean a con- 
dition as the original of it in Fefſe. It 
was now run to decay by frequent wars 
and captivities; and by the conqueſt of 
the Romans. The dignity of the family 
of David was greatly obſcur d, when 
Foſeph was a carpenter, and Mary a pri- 
vate virgin. This was a conſiderable 
prejudice againſt him in the minds of 
the Fews, who knew the meanneſs of 
his relations and parentage ; tho' there 
was very great and 729 reaſon for its be- 
ing ſo; As, | 
I. This was a greater expreſſion of 
his condeſcention and grace. Tis eve- 
ry where repreſented as one deſign of 
his appearance in the world, to diſplay 
the glory of his grace. The apoſtle ſays 
2 know the grace of our Lord Feſus 
Pri b. ii, C9r1ft, in that when he was rich, for 
our ſakes he became poor And, he who 
was in the form of God, made himſelf 44 
no reputation, but took upon him : 
form of a ſervant : And he — of the 
kindneſs and love of God our ſaviour to- 


—— en, appearmg. He deſign d the 
loweſt 


loweſt ſtoop of kindneſs, and the greateſt. 
grace. Now, this was an eminent in- 
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ſtance of it; that he condeſcended to be Tit. ii. 4. 


born of mean and obſcure parentage, 
tho' he was the eternal ſon of God, and 
a deſcendant of the moſt renow'd king, 
and eminent faint, Men naturally va- 
lue themſelves upon nothing more than 
the dignity of their birth, and honoura- 


ble deſcent ; but Chriſt pleaſed not him- Rom.xv.3 


ſelf in this reſpect, but denied himſelf, 
and ths he was rich he became poor for 
our ſakes, that we, thro" his poverty, 
might be rich. He was content to de- 
ſcend immediately from mean parentage, 
and a family now run to great decay: 
And this, by how much the more mean 
the appearance was, was the more ho- 
nourable to his grace, and render'd his 
condeſcention and kindneſs, the more 
conſpicuous and illuſtrious. | 

2. It was moſt fit and ſwitable to his 
deſign. He was to be in an humble ſtate 
in this world; to die for the ſins of men, 
and give an example of humility, It 
would have been inconſiſtent with the 
former, and very diſagreable to the lat- 
ter, to have been born otherwiſe z z. e. 
to have. deſcended from a royal fami- 
Iy in its proſperity, or from the loins 
of a mighty prince, To have livd in 
outward pomp and ſtate had render d 

him 
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him incapable of miſery, and ſuffering 
death ; which was the great deſign of his 


being born at all; and have made him 


very unfit to give an effectual example 
of humility to the world. To ſee men 
ſwelling with pride, and ſhining in pomp, 
teaching others to be humble, and deny 


themſelves; is a very unlikely means to 


proſely te the world, and either to con- 


vince their judgments, or perſwade them 


to the practice of it. On the other 


hand, it gives the greateſt advantage to 


2 


all inſtruction, to ſee an example of the 


ſame thing; and adds weight and force 
to all that is ſaid. So that the efficacy 


of our Lord's doctrine, and the force of 
his example, very much depends upon 


this wiſe order and diſpoſition of things. 
With what advantage does he ſay to the 
Matt. xi. world; Learn of me, for I am meek and 


28. lowly. of heart! When he had waſh'd, 


his diſciples feet, how fitly could he fay ; 


Joh. xiii. I have given you an example, that ye 


15. ſbould do as 1 have done to ou? How 
forcibly does the apoſtle preſs lowlineſs 
of mind from the example of Chriſt, 


Philip. ii. who took the form of a ſervant and fa- 


3 ſbion of a man, and humbled himſelf, and 


became obedient to death £ How powerful 


a motive is it to ſuffer for righteouſneſs 


ſake,, that Chriſt alſo ſuffer d for us, leau- 


mg. 


ing us an example, that we ſhould follow 
his ſteps ? 

3. I am to conſider this rod and 
branch from the ſtem and root of Feſſe. 
The word here render'd rod, moſt pro- 
perly ſignifies a twig or bough, a little 
ſurcle or ſprig of a tree. A branch is 
a larger member of a tree, grown up 


by time and ſtanding. He is repreſent- 


ed in this manner in divers other places: 
Behold the days come, ſaith the lord, tbat 
I will raiſe unto David a righteous 


branch, and a king ſball reign and proſ- 


1 Pet. it. 
21. 


2 


per, and ſball execute judgment and juſtice hos 


in the earth. And, In thoſe days and 
at that time, will I cauſe a branch of 


righteouſneſs to grow up unto David, i. 15 


and he ſhall execute judgment and righte- 
ouſneſs in the land JH is — in 
this manner upon two accounts. 

t. To ſignify the truth of his Humani- 
ty. A twig or branch is of the ſame 


kind with the tree from whenceit ſprings, 


and partakes of the ſame nature, and 


grows up gradually till it comes to its 


proper ſize and perfection. The Meſſiah 
was a branch of the ſtem of Feſſe; i. e. 
He partook of the ſame nature, and be- 


came a real man. He grew up as a ten- 


der plant, till he became a branch, and 
_ arrivd at perfection by degrees. The 
Evangeliſt ſays, ;- 150 child grew up and 


waxed 
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waxed ſtrong in ſpirit, and was in the de- 
ſert, untill the day of his ſbeuing unto Ve 
rael. And, Jeſus increas d in wiſdom 
and fature, and in favour with Gd and 
men; He was true and proper man; the 
word made fleſh, and partaker of our fleſh 
and blood And upon this account he is 

repreſented not only as the ſon of David, 
but as the ſeed of David, and ſpringing 
from his loins. Chriſt cometh of the ſeed 
of David ; and of this mans ſeed hath 

Act. xiii, God rais'd to Iſrael a ſaviour, And, of 

the fruit of his loins he raiſed up Chriſt 

10 W bis throne. 

12. The dignity of his original. He 
was a branch of a royal family, and ſprung 
from a noble ſtock; tho it was now re- 
duc d and brought low. He deſcended 
from the nobleſt family, and moſt re- 
nown'd anceſtors; and had the beſt blood 
vhich ever run in the veins of any mor- 
tal. It was not the leſs noble for the 
preſent out ward circumſtances of it, 
which was only accidental to it; as a ri- 
ver is the ſame, tho the waters ſome- 

times run under ground a conſiderable 

way, and don't riſe and appear till a 

great diſtance off. He was truly the ſon 

© of David, and had a natural right tothe | 

BE” crown of Iſrael by his birth; he was 

4 truly the king of Iſrael by by lingal deſcent, 
So the — ;, The Lord God 
* ſhall 


23. 
Act. ii. on. 
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ſhall give unto him the throne of ee 
David, and he ſhall reigu over the houſe of 
Judah for ever; and of his kingdom there 
ſball be no end. And our Lord himſelf, 
allows as much to Pilate; The governour 
asked him and ſaid, Art thou the king of 
the Fews ? And Feſus ſuid unto him, thou 
ſayeſt : Which was a modeſt form of aſcent, 
to the truth of a thing; with the leaſt ap- 
pearance of nene, Of occaſion of 
offene. | 


1 } 


II. The acecount of his perſon and go- 
vernment ; or what is faid of him under 
this repreſentation. I ſhall briefly explain 
the ſeveral parts. 

H. 1. As to his perſon. He isdeſcribed 
by his perſonal qualities and correſpon- 
dent actions. His perſonal qualities are 
ſuitable tothe character he bears; The ſpi- 
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F. — 2, 
rit of the Lord ſball reſt upon him, the p. — 3. 


rit of wiſdom and underſtanding ; the ſpi- 
reit of 2 and might; the ſpirit io 
knowledge, and of the a of 2 uy 
thou ſalt A — him of quick underſtanding 
in the fear of the Lord: i. e. He ſhall have 
the ſpirit without meaſure, and be abun- 
dantly qualified with wiſdomand ſtrength, 
for all the parts of his work. He ſhall be 
an accompliſn d ruler, and every way qua- 
lified, for the adminiſtration of his ſpiritu- 
al kingdom. And we find he acted accor- 
B b 2 dAingly, 
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dingly, this is deſcribed, negatively; he 
ſhall not judge after the ſight of his eyes, 
nor reprove after the Hearing of. his ears: 

i. e. Not partially or falſly, by mere out- 
ward appearances, or upon miſtaken ap- 
ehenſions; without nartowly looking 
into things, or perfectly underſtanding 
them: For this p urpoſe he i Is furniſt 4 
with ſuch a ſpirit. 10 wiſdom and know. 
ledge. And poſitiyely; He 775 955 
Poor, and reprove for the meek of the earth. 
-k, c. Vindicatc the xights, and Tac the 
cauſe of the mean and humble, the moſt 
diſpiſed and neglected. He ſbal e e 
carh with the rod of his mouth, and With 
the breath of his mouth, [la 1 the Wicked. 
i. e. Bring judgmentsanddeſtruttion upon 
wicked perſecutors and oppreflors of his 
5 people; and for this purpoſe, he has 4 ſpi- 
At of might, as well as counſel. © And 411 
24 this! is with righteouſueſs and equity ; that 
zs not only according to the ſtrict rules of 
right, but with all the favourable allow- 
ances which the caſe admits; with a tem- 
75 880 and equal juſtice, And 
lo rightequ e 5 ſball be the girdle of his 

„ loins, 1 the girdle of his 
rems ; not only the ſtrength, but ornament 

and glory of his reign. 

F. 2. As to his Eingdom. This is here 
deſcribed, / by the bleſſed harmony and 


Peacs of it, in that memorable PET, 
"0 nm, 
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of the goſpel ſtate," and lively and-ami- 
able repreſentation of it: The wolf ball 
dwell with the lamb, and leopard lył doum 
with the Kid ; and the calf and young tyon 
feed together, and a little child ſpall lead 
them. The cow and the bear ſball fred, — 6. 
Their young ones ſhall lie down together. 
The lyon ſhall eat ſtrawlike an ox, the ſucł - 7. 
ing child ſball play on the hole of the aſp ; 
and the weaned child ſball put his hand on —8. 
the cockatrice den. They ſball not hurt 
nor deſtroy, in all my holy mount. The 
thing intended by this figurative repreſen- 
tation, is the change and alteration in the 
temper and manners of men, by the pow- 
ets of the goſpel. Things of the greateſt 
contraricty will be reconciled : The moſt 
furious natures, and ungovernable paſſi- 
ons, ſhall be ſubdued and conquered; and 
reduce d to mildneſs and goodneſs. The 
moſt violent and unruiy will becafilygo- , . 
vern d, and by the gentleſt means. 
And tis deſcribed by abounding lum 
Laage; The earth ſha be filled with thev.s. 
. knowledge of the Lord, as the waters co. 
wer the /ea. The ſun'of righteouſneſs 
| hall ariſe, anddiſpel the miſts of darkneſs, 
which cover d the face of the world. The 
light of the glorious goſpel, ſhall ſhine in- 
to the minds of men, and remove theie 
| Ignorance and prejudice. All the types 
of the law will be unveiled, the ſhadows 
| a rm 
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Dan. xii. ſhall rum too and fro, and 


4. 


— IC, 


will flee away, and the ſubſtance of things 
appear. There will be a fuller diſcovery 


of the will of God, and the knowledge 


of thoſe things which exceeded the - 
moſt ſcarch ot former ages, ſhall le o 

and plain to the meaneſt perſon ; Many 
tedge Tball 
be increaſed ; and the leaſt in the Kingdom 
of heaven, will be greater thay the pro- 


prets, and r;zhteous men under the law. 


And tis by the power of more diffuſed 
light, and Sear knowledge; thar the 
minds of men ſhall be changed, and a bet- 
ter ſkate introduced; as the connection 
lainly ſhews: They ſball not hurt nor de- 
roy in all my holy mount ;---for the earth 
ſoal! be full I the ” plies of the Lord. 
A yital efficacious light, or clear light at- 
tended with divine influence, will form 
the ſpirits of men aright ; tame the unruli- 
neſs of their nature, and diſarm them of 
every hurtful diſpoſitioon. 
Finally, Iis deſcrib d by the greater in- 


cteaſe of it; In that day there ſhall be a root 
of Jeſſe, which ſhall ſtand for an enſign ; 


10 it ſball the ory 955 This root of 

link 125 ſtand for an enſign of the people. 

is an alluſion tothe ſtandards of princes, 

which are openly diſplayed in view of the 

world, as a mark of their authority, and the 

labs of publick reſort; by which their 
* are diftioguiſhedfroti others, and 
declare 
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declare on whoſe ſide they are; and at 
which they are liſted in their ſervice, and 
obliged to fidelity. Now the Meſliah was 
an en/zgn of the people, as he was lifted up 
upon the croſs, and thereby acquired au- 


thority and right, and has an attractive 


force to draw all men unto him; or invite 
and encourage their return andſubmiſſion: 
and as he is diſplayed in the preaching of 
the goſpel, in all his glorious excellence 


and infinite fullneſs, with all his authori - 


ty and power, demanding ſubjection and 
obedience. And as ſuch, the gentiles 

It ſeek unto him; The gentile nations 
enlightned by the goſpel, ſhall be brought 
to faith and obedience, and fly to him as 
their rightful Lord, and all- ſufficient Savi- 
our. The ends of the earth ſhall look to 
him and be ſaved z and his reſt ſball be glo- 
#1045. Some underſtand it of the 2 
the place of his reſt, after the toil and ſuf- 
fering of life ; and his honourable inter- 
ment, when he made his grave with the 
rich, after the reproach and diſhonour of 
his life. But more probably it means the 
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chriſtian church; which is called his reſting pal. 
M7; or the place of his abode; becauſe cxxxii- 8, 


e delights to dwell, and to manifeſt him- 
ſelf in it. And in this ſenſe, his reſt is 


the divine preſence, and the extraordi- 
mary effuſions of the divine ſpirit, in the 
: B b4 Boſpel, 


8 1938 


_ glorious ; with reſpect to the glory of 
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goſpel church. Here was a greater glory: 
than in the jewiſh temple, larger. meaſures 
of the gifts and graces of his ſpirit; emi- 
nent holineſs and wonderful works MY 5 
where appearing. I procecd | 


= 
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Il. To n toit in ſome, radical re- | 
flections from both parts. 
F. 1. From the former part; the ac 
count of our Lords original and deſcent. 
1. We obſerve, the change which time 
makes in the beſt and greateſt, Families, 
The family of David was the greateſt and 
moſt honourable in Iſrael: It was a mark 
of honour as well as diſtinction, that the 
Meſſiah was to be the ſon of David; and 
what belonged to none of the kings of 
Iſtael beſides; and yet in the courſe of ma- 
ny years, and by the great viciſſitudꝭ of 
affairs, that family was ſunk to decay, and 
was reduced to a mean ſtate. There is a 
great uncertainty in all the things of time, 
and the nobleſt families and greateſt per- 
ſons, whoever Iiyd upon earth; are no - 
extinct, or quite loſt, Who knows now, 
who are the deſcendants of Alexander and 
Cæſar, the great conquerors of the world. 
who created terrour in the land of the li- 
ving; ox of any of the wiſe and learned, 
among the antient Philoſophers, the Ora- 
cles & wiſdom, . whom all. the world 
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and Fathers of che chriſtian church, who 
wete had in fo great yeneration ? The ca- 
lamities of wat, and changes of circumſtan . 
ces, and variety of accidents, which befall- 
them, in a courſe of many years; make a ſur- 
prizing difference, and wear out all the 
marks of diſtinction, and reaſons of reſpect. 
We often ſee in the compaſs of a fe- 
years, that honourable and wealthy and n- 
merous families, run to decay: They who 
lived in plenty and ſplendor, had power 
and influence; were feared and reveren- 0 
ced by all about them; come by croſs pro- 
vidences, or by miſconduct, to meaneſs and 
obſcurity, or to ſtraits and want: In the pro- 
phets elegant expreſſion, They who, did m. ir. 
feed delicately, are deſolate in the ſtreets; 3. 
and they who were brought up in [tarlet, _ 
embrace dunghills. We ſee in this inſtance, 
the vanity of out ward greatneſs, and un- 
due value of honourable'deſcent ; when 
a little time will blot our eſcutcheon, and 
deface the marks of honoux. The noble and 
ignoble will mingle together, and be loſt 
in the common duſt. The Pfalmiſt ob- 
ſerves this; Their inward thought is, that - 


their houſes ſball continue fur ever, and Pol. xlr. 


their dwelling places to all generations; 1. 1. 
they call their lands after their own name. 
i. e. To perpetuate them and carry them 
down tothe lateſt poſterity ; Nevertheleſs 
man being in honour abideth not: A * 
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like the beaſt which periſbeth : This their 
way is their folly. Again, Be not afraid 

when one is made rich, when the glory 

his houſe is increas d; for when he 
eth he ſball carry nothing away ; his 
glory ſhall not deſcend after him. — He 
go to the generations of his fathers ; 
they ſball never, ſee the light. 
2. We learn not to judge of things 
by mere. outward appearance and by 
an eye of ſence. This was a great 

Jeumbling-block to the Fews, and preju- 
dice in the world againſt. the Meſſiah; 
that he was a mean perſon, and of a 


Ich vii. zy low deſcent: Houbeit, we know this 


man whence be is; but when Chriſt 
cometh, no man knows whence he is. 
And more explicitely, Is not this the 

er's ſou? Is not his mother called 


225 C 
Mat. xi. Mary? and his brethren James and Jo. 


ſes; and his ſiſters, are they not with us? 
M hence then hath this man theſe things? 
And yet he was the cternal ſon; of God, 
tho he took the form of a ſervant, and 
appear d in the faſbion of @ mean man. 
He ſprung from the loins of David, the 
greateſt king; tho his immediate parents 
were mean and obſcure. He was made 
f the ſeed of David according to the 
Feſb 3 but declar d to be the ſon of God 


Rom. i. 3. irh power, according to the ſpirit of 


+ cobneſs. 
182 This 


Ge 
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This ſhews the reaſon of our Lord's in- 
ſtruction; Judge not by appearance but 


Meſſiab, the Offopring of David. 379 


judge righiteous fudgment. i. e. Not by Joh. vii. 
the ſurtace of things, and firſt thoughts 24 


of your minds; don't ſuffer your ſelves 
to miſtake, and be miſled by mere appear- 
ances and reſemblances of truth; but 
form your judgment, according to the 
nature of things, and the truth of the 
caſe upon due enquiry and examination. 
We-are often deceiv'd by haſty views 
and ſudden thoughts of things; which 
we often afterwards fee reaſon to cor- 
tect by ſecond thoughts, and cloſer at- 
tention of mind. We ſhould prevent 
many, perhaps ſometimes injurious mi- 
ſtakes, if we never judg'd any perſon or 
any action, but upon due conſideration, 
and weighing all the circumſtances of 
3. Tis no diſhonour to deſcend mean. 
ly. Our Lord ſprang from a noble fa- 
mily indeed; but it was in the low and 
declining ſtate of it: His immediate pa- 
rents were mean and inconſiderable. The 
Fews boaſted of their outward privileges, 
and their relation to Abraham; We have 
Abraham to our father ; and, We who 
are 7eus by nature, &c. They called 
others by way of reproach the ancircum- 
eſed. But the diſadvantage of birth, is 
no real diſhonour, as tis no crime. The 
8 1 great 


4 


eſt uſefulneſs in the world, have ſprung 


bf things, have ſometimes given riſe to 


vantages, to bear a likeneſs to the 7 4 
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was born of poor parentage 4, and it may 
de ſome ſatisfaction undet other diſad- 


eſt perſon in the meaneſt things: No 
man ought to count it a reproach, when 
they could ſay of him, Ir nat this itbe 
- Carpenter's en? Tis vety obſeryable, 
that ſome of the greateſt men in every 
age, who have arrivd to the higheſt 
eminence of attainment, and the great- 


from obſcure places, and poor parents. 
4. God ſometimes mean ap- 

pcarances the occaſion of the greateſt c- 
vents: The rad and branch 4 the 
fem of Jeſſe, the tender plant out of 
. dry ground; grew up to a glorious height 

2 became the ſaviour and redcemer 
of the world. God often raiſes up in- 
ſtruments of the greateſt good to the 
world, from ſmall beginnings, and un- 
likely appearances: of things. He took 
David from the ſheepfold, and from 
following the ewes great with young; 
and made him the moſt powerful king 
of ILſrael. Out Lord called the apoſtles 
from the receipt of cuſtom, and mend- 
ing their nets, to follow him, and pub- 
liſh the goſpel to the world. Some leſ- 
ſer incident, or unheeded circumſtance 


the 
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the greateſt commotions and rerölliti- 
ons in the world; and if you trace = 
up to the ſpring of action, you thall 
them reſemble the head of a great ri vet, 
which is * ſmall ſtream riſing: and 
bubling out of the earth, but flows do ven 
into a large channel; '-and) ſwels into a 
mighty ſea. And this method of con- 
duct, is to the greater glory: of the di- 
vine wiſdom and poworgo and carries 
more: evident matks of ar divine directi- 


r 
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A rde \envellency of the perſon of 
Chriſt. This we learn from hence; not 
only as he deſcended from the royal line, 
and is the glorious ſen f David 5 but 
from the qualifications of his perſon with 
Which he is here deſerib d. The ſpinit 

of the” lord reſte 


upon bim; He had the 
ſpirit without meaſure; and was anointed 
with the. oil of gladneſs above his fl. 
louis, Above all the prophets and; meſ- 
ſengers of God. And how fit Was he to 
be the ſaviour of men, who was ſo much 
furniſh'd with the ſpirit of the lord; and 
had ſuch meaſures of counſel and might ? 
He had every perſonal qualification, as 

well as divine appointment; and was 
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fully prepared for every part of his work. 
Nothing was too difficult for him to un- 0 
dertake, nothing too hard for him to 0 
perform, who was ſo accompliſhed and | 
firted for it. | | 
Fly to him for refuge under all your 
guilt and diſtreſs: Cry to the ſon of Da- | 
vid, Have mercy on us. Give an honour- 
able welcome tothe great Meſſiah, and cry, 
Hoſannah to king Davids ſon. Put your 
{elves under the conduct of the glorious 
redeemer, who is mighty to ſuve; and 
ſeek wiſdom and direction from him, 
who has ſuch a ſpirit of Wi/dom and un- 
derſtanding ; in whom dwells all the 
futneſs of the godhead bodily ; and in 
whom are hid all the treaſures of wiſdom 
and knowledge. | 
2. The glory of the goſpel ſtate : We 
have an unſpeakable advantage under the 
goſpel for underſtanding the meaning of 
_ the ancient proptcies, by the accompliſh- 
ment of many of them; and to our truſt 
in the divine faithfulneſs, for the accom- 
pliſhment of all the reſt. Every prophecy 
arid promiſe fulfilled, is a ſenſible evi- 
dence of the truth of God, and an en- 
couragement and ſecurity to our faith in 
him. How ſafely may we depend upon 
every promiſe of God, when they are a// 
yea and amen in Chriſt f 
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What 
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What an amiable view is here given 
of the chriſtian church? Tis repreſented 
as a ſtate of peace and love; of abound - 
ing knowledge, and of a large increaſe; 
The unruly ſpirits of men will be ſoften- 
ed and ſubdued ; clearcr light diffuſed ; 
and multitudes will flock into it. This 
is the natural tendency of the go- 
ſpel: Wherever it comes, it introduces 
peace and light; the one as the effect of 
the other. Tis the darkneſs of mens 
minds which breeds confuſion and diſ- 
order, and is the root of fierceneſs and 
rage: The wiſdom which is from above jam. ii iʒ 
ig firſt pure and then peaceable; gentle 
and eaſy to be intreated ; full of mercy. 

and gaod fruits; without. partiality and 
without hypocriſy. And wherever the 
goſpel prevails it will have this effect; 

The work of righteouſneſs ſhall be peace; Ini. xxxũ 
and the ect of righteouſneſs, quietnueſs 15. 
2 urance for ever. The Apoſtle ſays, 
alen Ke righteouſneſs ir fawn in peace jam. il. is 
7 them 
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bo mate prare This will give 
a — e it to the world, 
and repreſent it like it ſelf; and by this 
means many ſhall ſeek to him, and his 
reſt will become glorious. 

'Tis an Argument of the unſiicetsbuk 
neſs of the goſpel among us, and its lit- 
tle effect upon the minds of men; that 
there is ſo much diſorder in the paſſions 
of 


word, but in power. ; and many may 
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of men; ſo much datkneſs of mind, and 
ſo little increaſe. And how concerned 


ſhould we be, That the kingdom of Chriſt 
may appear mote glorious, and have more 


viſible effects? Let us carneſtiy pray, That 
4 clearer light may be every where di 
fuſed; that the goſpel may come not 7 


adzed to the church of Chriſt, and it ny 


be 2 . E 
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SERMON XIV. 
Mefhah Suffering. 
DAA ef EEE EST. 

Wms; 


3 


He 4 n el; yet * 
ed he not his mouth er, is brought 
a lamp to the ſlaughter ; and as — 


before his ſhearers is aant, ＋ * open- 
eth not mis mouth. - | 
9 2 8 


HIS chapter contains the 
moſt direct and diſtinct ac- 
count of the ſufferings and 

victory of the Meſſiah, of 
any in the old teſtament: 
Nor can it with any pro- 

priety agree to any other perſon; but 
docs all exactly agree ro him, The pro- 
Cc | phet 
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phet had been repreſenting in the former 
verſes the reaſon of Chriſt's' ſufferings, 
and that it Was fot our ſake'; He'bore our 
miquity ; and the Lord laid ow him the 
mniquity of us all. He repreſents here the 
temper of his mind under them, and the 
quiet and compoſure with wich he bore 
them. Great ſufferings are apt to raiſe 
ſtrong paſſions, and commotions of mind; 
and to draw forth bitter complaints; but 
he ſuffered with ſilence and reſignation, 
and Was like a lamb, or'a-ſheep. hall 
only farther remark; That this was the 
Chapter, this the Verſe; to Which tlie 
ſpirit of God directed the Eunuch, and 
which, by the miniſtry of Philip, was 
AR. vii. Made I for * Cs bs 4 
20, 32. is mouth, and 

— . and  preathed wnto him 
Jeſus. It was a mark of great honour 
put upon this portion of ſetipture, to be 

the means of the converſion of ſo emi- 
nent a perſon, in the early days of the 
goſpel: And may the influence of the 
ſame ſpirit render them the means of 

laying good, to ſome or b _— 15 


3 


In the words there ue ue pes * 


de 
fr 


II. Of 


— An account of the ſufferi 2 
derwent; He was 5 ges ner 


1 ek 


= Paw ww £AiGGgo . aA cc cat. 


Maſſiab Suffering. 

9rmtot oy t un 
ll Of his temper and Pie t 
them: This is expreſſed pay ns 3 
He d not his mouth ; and by 
double alluſion, by that of a Fj 
. to the laughter; and a ſheep be- 

| 1 his ſbearers. I. ſhall ute 
the n n and 55 RP: 
them. N 


> 1 begin with the account of the of 
ing he underwent: He was oppreſſed 
— Mic ted. There is a different render- 
ing of theſe words, according to the dit 
ferent ſignification of the Hebrew. 11 
Was exacted of him, and he e 

The hebrew. verb properly ſignifies, to 
demand rigorouſly what is due; and ſo 
it ĩs rendeted by ſome. of the beſt criticks, 
It was demanded of him; that is, our 
iniquity, mentioned in the cloſe of the 
foregoing verſe. The puniſhment of our 
iniquity was exacted of him as Mediatour, 
and in virtue of his conſent and engage- 
ment. He .undertook to lay down his 
life, and make ſatisfaction; and ſubmitted 
to bear the penalty due to fin, for the 
breach of the divine law. Juſtice, in this 
conſideration of the caſe, could not re- 
mit its-right, and required of him a pro- 
per amends. And he anſwered it, or an- 


ſwered for us. He was afflicted and ſaf- 
VO 13 Cc2 fered 


— 
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feted in our ſtead: He ſatisfied the de- 
mands of divine juſtice for the ſins of 
men, and bore the puniſhment due to 
them. He undertook” to pay the debt 
which we could never diſchatge; and to 
ſuffer whatſocver was neceſſary to recon- 
cile us to the offended God, and reſtore 
the privileges we had | loſt: If we had 
been obliged to anſwer this demand in 
our own perſon, we could never have made 
a ſatisfaction, and ſhould have been al- 


Ways making it by perpetual ſuffering. 


But 1 ſhall keep to our tranſlation, 
He was oppreſſed and afflicted; or, as 
it is more clearly tendered to the ſame 
ſenſe, He was puniſhed and troubled; 
and ſo tis proper. to ſignify two tluings. 
F. 1. The weight of puniſhment He 
endured; or the greatneſs of the- ſuffer- 
ings he underwent: This is diſtinctly re- 
preſented here, and in various expreſſions: 
He was not Inly deſpiſed and rejected of 
men, but bore our grief and ſorrows ; 
and was wounded and bruiſed for our Ini- 
nity ; He bore our chaſtiſement and ſtripes; 
he Lord laid on him the iniquity- of us 
all; or made them meet on him: and it 
pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe him, and put 
him to grief, aud to make his ſoul an of. 
fering for ſm. The meaning of theſe ex- 
preſſions plainly is, That he endured the 
evils and puniſhments which were due 
* : 4 ” to 
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to our ſins, and which were neceſſaty to 


atone the divine diſpleaſure, and to re- 
ſtore the diyine favour to us: He was to 
be the great ſacrifice of expiation and pro- 
pitiation, which had been all along typi- 
fied undet the legal, diſpenſation, and 
which gave value and vertue to all the 
ſactiſices of it This is the ſenſe of the 
expreſſion ſo; frequent in the law of 5 
ſis, of a mans bearing his iniguity: 

he is elſewhere ſpoken of by the 15 
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phets; Ihe Meſſiah was to be cut as, but Dan. ix 26 


awake, and. fmite the ſhepherd, who was 
to lay down, his life. for the ſheep... . 
And how great was the burden which 
lay upon him, when he ſtood under this 
mighty weight? It was to ſuch a degree 
as to be oppreſſing; and it could not 
but be ſo;: The; fins of men were an in- 
numerable multitude; and the puniſh- 
ment due to ſin was vaſtly great, in pro: 
portion to the greatneſs of the evil; 
There was a proper puniſhment due to 
every one of them; and what muſt. the 
collected and united puniſhment, of our 
iniquity amount to? As if all the rays of 
the ſun were gathered into one point; 
how ſtrong and fierce. would be the heat? 


nat fur himſalf; and the ſword was to Zach. xi. 
7 * 


If the puniſhment of any one ſin, in its 5 


full weight, would be ſufficient to over. 


1 and deſtroy the ſinner; what 55 
5 e 


for his mean and ſuffering ſtate, to which 
he voluntarily humbled himſelf; to 
be „ e. by ſinners, when he Was 
ador d by angels; to be lighted and in- 
jur d by thoſe whom he came to fave, 
and deſign d the greateſt good to; to be 
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be the puniſhment of all the ſitis Min 
he peerage to anſwer for? | 

.. The deep ſence of his own Pry 
He, was as oppreſs'd and aſflicted, or trou- 
bled : He was not ſtupid and inſenſible 


to miſery, which would have render'd 
his after carriage inconſiderable. He had 


a juſt ſence of all the ſufferings he un- 
cel He had true notions of thing, 


and knew what was becoming and hit, 
and could not but reſent the diſhonour 


and reproach he met with; to be deſpis'd 


revil'd. and blaſphem'd, when he came 


to bleſs; and accus'd of the yileſt crimes, 


and expos'd to publick reproach ; hen 


he had never offended, and his innocen- 


Was as bright as che ſun — No- 
thing is more grating to a generous mind, 


or apt to provoke rage and impatience, 

than the unworthy treatment of thoſe 

We have oblig d, 82 the ill uſage of 
ungrateful men. So we find, he /ooked 
Mar. iii. 5. umd about with 


er, bei rieud 
or the hardneſs of Thea 1 1 | 

And he had a natural ſenſe of pain, 
which is always grievous, and the great 
averſion 
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averſion, "of, our nature. And 'tis very 
| probable, . "that the fineneſs of his make 
which. was more perfect and delicate, 
than that of any other man; gave him 
a quicker ſenſe of pain, aud made a 
deeper impreſſion. He could not but ide 
an exquiſite ſenſe of the painful puniſh- 
ment inflicted upon 17 when he Was 


r 


| lence 3 11 1e were crowd with 
thorns 5, HBP ſide piercd with a ſpear 
near cart, and he was nail d thto 
his Lone” and feet to the croſs. No 
doubt, ſo violent a death to a perſon in 
the ſtrength of his days, and in perfect 
health; not worn out and weaken'd by 
age, we. diſcaſe; ; muſt be very painful 
and afflicting 
f N bende he had Unſpe peakable grief 
And trouble of ſoul. He had always 9 4 
ſeſt the father's loye, and been his, ct 
nal delight. He /ay in the boſom of 7 
Father, and had the freeſt communica- 
tions, and higheſt endearments. Now, 
to have him appear to frown and with- 
draw from him, to have his father ſmite 
and wound his beloved ſon : This was 
the bitter cup put into his hands, which 
threw him into an agony, and made him 


ſweat as it were drops of blood; which E. Ak. xx. 


09 him * Wm LY it exceeding ſor- 
gs 
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Mat. xxiv rowful, even unte death: And, nod 1. 
. my ſoul troubled, and what ſhall I ſay; 
Joh. xi. 25 Father, fave me from this hour. lt 
ſhock'd his innocent nature, notwith- 
ſtanding the miniſtry. of angels, and the 
ſupports of the Deity. - The ſenſe of this 

made him cry out in the language of 

Mat. xxvii one in deſpair; My God, m Gad, why 
46. haſt thou forſaken me? Or leſt me to 
ſuffer, and fall à victim to juſtice! and 
ſacriſice for ſin. The expreſſion here, is 

like that of the potent Old 1 am 
oppreſſed, undertake for me. He was 
preſſed in his ſpirit, or felt the weight 
which lay upon him, and was grievouſly 
fange with os ſence of) Mr Gre 

[3 3033 

II. His enger ofinind and Wende 

under it. This is expreſt directly; he 
onen d not his mouth; he kept ſilence un · 

der the grcateſt oppreſſion and afliction, 

andi. did not cxpreſs an unbecoming un- 
caſineſs, or undue concern. And then 

tis illuſtrated by a double alluſion; He 

is brought as alamb to the ſlaughter, and 

as: a ſbeep before the ſbearers is dumb. A 

lamb is an emblem of meekneſs, as well, 

as innocence, and a ſheep loſes his 
fleece without crying and reluctance, 
vhieh is uſual in other kind of creatures. 

This is the peculiarity of the place, and 

Aa remarkable circumſtance. Ac ſhall; 4. 

b 1 þfVrs * Open 


= 


Meſſinh Suffering 


Open and illuſtrate the meaning of it. 


2. Conlider the reaſon of this behavi- 


* | 0 " 1 * . 4 Iv * * \ = N 
Our. (erk ar Won W ern an 


g. 1. To open and iſluſtrate the mean- 
ing of it: And it may be conceivd to 
import ſeveral things 0109007 

1. That he acted with nu and 


without force and conſtraint. This is 


plainly ſuppoſed in the direct expreſiſon, 
and in both the alluſions: He ſubmitted 
freely to the greateſt ſuffering, and Was 
not forc'd to it. He came willingly into 
the world, and took human natute, in 


which he was to ſuffer: Lo, I come in the yes. x. 3. 


volume of the book, it is written of mo, 10 
do thy will OGod. He was not dragged to 
the croſs, as a malefactor to the ſtake ; by 
mere force, and with a reluctant mind; 
born down by a ſuperiour power, but with 
inward regret, and hearty unwillingneſs; 
and as one who would gladly eſcape and 
avoid it if he could. No, he acted with 
full freedom, and with the concurrence 


of his own will, without any antecedent 


neceſſity lying upon him, or any violence 
uſed towards him. So he tells his diſci- 
ples; No man taketh it from me, but'T 


lay it down. i. e. T is not forc'd from me, 
or vreſted out of my hands, whether 1 
will or know: I act erer freedom, and 
with een eee Wasa e 
macht ür! Inſtead 


lay it down. f my ſeif; I have power to h. x. 18. 


34 -MefabSiffanry. 
-» Inſtead of endeavouring to elcape ſuffer. 
ing, he ſhewed a ready and forward mind, 

ad nd ſpeaks of it, as if he waited and long- 

Luk. xii. ed for the time: I have à baptiſm to be 

5% baptiſed with; i. e. The baptilmof blood 
and ſuffering: aud bow am ftraitned till 

ii accompliſbed; | When he ſhewed. his 

Mart * diſeiples, that he muſt ge a Jeruſalem, 
and ſuffer many thing g, and be killed, and 
raiſed again the. third day; Peter. ſtarts, at 

., the mention of it. and ſays, Far be it from 

tue Vora, ibis ſhall neuer be unta thee. 
i. c. Thou ſhalt, not ſuffer and be killed. 
What did Peter mean? Would he not 
have had our Lord to dye? Would he 
have ruined the world, thro a fooliſn fond- 
neſs for his Lord, and a miſtaken notion 
of his kingdomꝭ But our Lord ſays to him; 

Get thee behind me, ſatan, thau art an of- 

1 to me; for thou ſauoureſt not the 

things which be of Gd: Ihe ſeyereſt 
word he ever {poke to à diſciple, and 
Which i ed the /greatelt indignation 

Joh. ii. and diflike. He tells the Father Hor this 
27.  canſe come I unto this hour: And he tells 
Pilate, To this end was ] born, and for 

xviii. 35. This cauſe came I into the warld 3, that 1 

| ſhould bear witneſs unto the truth : and 
one way was by being a martyr for it, and 
ſealing it with his blood. This laid the 
foundation of all the reſt. Butt 

2. With ſubmiſſion to the will of God, 


and without murmuring or complaint. 
He 


— 23. 
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He opened his mouth e God, but never 


againſt him; in a way of prayer to him, 
but never in a way of complaint of him. 


We never find him complaining of the 


hardſhip of his undertaking; or remon- 
ftrating the difficulty of his work; or re- 


Pining at the hand of God, when it lay 
ſo heavy upon him. Who ever heard 


him whiſper the leaſt murmur againſt God, 

under all the load of ſuffering = under- 
went, and all the trouble and ſorrow: of 
his ſoul? He never once complained of 


the difficulry gd opporniue: under wag 
he groaned. 


Hle Was ſo far Gometar; Oi 


pretended to excuſe himſelf, or ſhiſt off 


the difficulty in the loweſtdegree, ot by a 
moments delay. He humbled himſelf and 


became obedient to death: He compoſed 


his mind, to a cheerful compliance with 


the divine will; and earned obedience by 
the things which he ſuffer de He learnt it by 
the practice of it. And tho he prayed more 
earneſtly in his agony, and under the preſ- 
ſure and diſtreſs of his ſoul; Father, if 
thou wilt, let this cup paſs from me; yet 
that did not import any real unwilling- 
neſs, but only the reluctance of innocent 
nature, and the recoiling of his human 
ſoul, at the proſpect of the mighty diſficul· 
ty; and under the deep impreſſion upon 
kn mind: 4 ee, as W beg 


— * . 
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with ſubmiſſion to the divine will in that 
very inſtant, Father, if thou wut, and 
not otherwiſe; ſo he ſoon recollected and 
recover'd himſelf: Notwithſtanding not 
my'will, but thy will be done. | He acted 
with profound ſubmiſſion, and/\refignati- 

on to his pleaſure, in hat lay moſt croſs 
to nature; and with all becoming temper 
towards him, in the whole courſe of his 
ſuffering ſtate, and in his laſt extremity 3 
nothing could ever break in upon the com- 
poſure of his mind, or extort an e 
coming complain. 

3. With patience, and 153 pack 

reſentment againſt thoſe who werethe in- 
ſtruments of them. He endured a great 
deal of reproach, as well as ſuffeting; but 
he never returned the ill language he re- 
ceived ; or expreſſed any ill will towards 
his enemies: ¶ ho did no jim, 8 
guile found in his mouth: u | e 
was reviled, reuiled not again when he 


1 Pee. ii: ſuffered; hethreatnednot'; but commitied 
22, 22 himſelf to him, who\judgeth: righteouſly. 


4! ww , 


He was reproached with the blackeſt 
crimes, painted in ugly colours; and re- 
preſented as one of the vileſt men: with 
being a inner, and a friend of publicans 
and ſinners; he was charged with the 
complicated crimes of blaſphemy againſt 
God, confederacy with the Devil, and 


conſpiracy againſt Cæſar. He was ill 
. treated, 
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treated, by the malice and hypoctiſy of 
the ſcribes and phariſes; with the greateſt 
rudcnels, and higheſt affront, and all the 
markes of tage and contempt; with many 
a ſpightful inſinuation, and odious reflec» 
tion. They endeavour d to blaſt his repu- 
tation with their poiſonous breath, and 
expoſe him to publick obloquy. He was 
taunted and jeered by the ſoldiers, the 
malefactors, the ſcolang crowd, and eve- 
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ry one WhO paſled by: but all their ill 5 


uſage and hard ſpeeches: againſt him, 


could never prevail with him, to utter an 
erate expte ſſion or ſnew an undue 
reſentment of mind. He did not give a 
looſe to the augty and revengeſul paſſions; 
nor {peak unadviſtaly with his. tongue, 
under thogreateſt injury and provocation; 
though that is ſo extremely natural to us, 
and difficulty reſtrained. He could eafily 


have ſtopped their mouths, by upbraiding 
them with their on crimes, and repre- 


ſenting the real aggravations of them; 


when they only falſiy accuſed him, and 
charged him with imaginary ones: but he 
patiently bore all their indignities, and 
never gave ay ill IR the worlt al 
men. 

„And wh he ſuffered be threatued not: 


He ſuffered the greateſt injuries in an un- 
worthy manner, without any provocation 
2 1 and againſt the greateſt benig· 

* — nity, 
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nity and goodneſs to mankind: but he did 
not threaten or terrify them, by denoun- 
cing the judgments of God upon them: 
He did not ſpeak with Wrath and revenge, 
though they breathed ont threatning and 
ter againſt him; or (care them with 

hell and damnation in the other world, 
for the injury and wrong they did, 

him here: He did not aver p himſelf, 

Matt. and was not overcome of evil. wars fy 
xxiii. 13, he ſometimes threatned 4 Phariſes, and 
denounced many terrible woes upon them: 
but then it was for their wickedneſs and 
hypocriſy, not for their ill uſage of him; 

or upon any perſonal account. It was 
only faithfulneſs to his office, as the great 
I. prophet of the church, and a teacher ſent 
i from God; and not private reſentment, 
Þ or perſonal revenge. He committed him- 
1 ſelf to him, who qudgeth righteouſfly : He 
| left his cauſe to God, and ſilently ſubmit 
14 ted himſelf, under all injuries and provo- 
1 cations from men. So he gave a great ex- 
= ample of his own precept; Love your ene- 
H mier; bleſsthem, who exrſe ou ; de good 
ii them, who hate vou 1 for them 


ho deſpitefullyuſe you, and per ſecute you. 


* And we find inſtead of curſing, he prayed 
for them who actually put him to death; 
orgive them, for they know not 
Yao. 


«xii; Father for 
& what 75 


e F e 4. ** 
| ; - 
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8)" 7% Another inſtance wus, that he did 
not r ſolicitous in his on juſt de- 
fencel In ſthe conſcience of his own 
integrety; he was not careful to anſwer 
in that matter. When they falſly charg d 
him with odious crimes; he rather choſe: 
to ſilence them by ſome ptoper queſtion, 
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or brief tomark, then go any length in a 


formal defence. When they charged him 
with working miracles by the cvil ſpitit, 
he ask d them ʒ If T by Beelæelub caſt uut Matt. xii. 


Devils; oby whom to' your ahilaren c *7* 
them m? When the Jews pretentled 


to ſtone him for blaſphemy, and became 


that bring à man, he mud bimfel — — 
he with them, ad hominem, l it t 
written in your law, I ſuid you are Gua? 
If be rathed' them Gods, unto whom ib 
and the ſeripture rannot 
| f him om the Fa- 
ther Huth ank, ed, and ſent intu the 
world; Thoubla hemeſt> becauſe T ſaid 
am the ſonof G When he was arraign- 
ed as a criminal, and charged with treaſon 
and ſedition; when he was brought before 
the chief prieſts, and ſworn againſt by 
falſe vl eg and at laſt, condemned 
by Pilate the roman governour: He con- 
fided in the goodneſs of his cauſe, for 
What he did was not privately,” and in a 
corner; but openly and in tlie face of the 


fun. "0 could apeal to men as well as to 
5 2 God, 
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God, concerning the innocence of his acti- 
ons, and his freedom from guilt: He apealed 

to their conſcience, and his own works. 

And accordingly we find his judge cleared 

him in open court, and declared his opi - 

nion; that he was a ſuſt man; and ſaid, 

What evil hath he done? I find no fault 

in the man. He plainly ſaw the whole 

proceeding was from the malice and cavy 

of the Jews. 

Hie could no doubt, have caſily 7 anſwer⸗ 

ed all their captious queſtions, and ſhewed 

the weakneſs and falſeneſs of their allega- 
tions, and their inconſiſtancy with one a- 
nother: He could have given a.clear re- 
preſentation of his oẽ-n innocency, and 
triumphed over his enemies malice, by the 
mere evidence of truth, and the ixreſiſtible 
force of rcaſon; and have puzzled and 
reduced them to ſilence and ſname. But 
now he opened not his mouth, made no 
Iaboured ap in his own defence; 
and entered no proteſtations againſt their 
proceedings: He only aſſerted his inno- 
cence, and left them to take their courſe. 


Matt. This was taken great notice of: The high, 


rig ane, and ſaid, anft ſwereſt. thou no- 
ne ; What is it which thoſe. witneſs 

Aa thee? And, Feſus held his Peace. | 
Andtho'he anſwered the governour, w 
askt him, whether he was the king. of the 


pl ry and ſaid, A wa 2. _ 
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was a vertual owning it, or a modeſt form 
of aſſent; yet when he was accuſed of the 
chief prieſts and elders, He anſwered no- 12. 
thing, mark ſays, He anſwered nothing, 
ſo that Pilate marvelled. He ſuffered Mar. xv. 
them to uſe their pleaſure with him, and 35: 
left his cauſe with the righteous judge of 
all the carth. 

5. He was contented to ſuffer, without 
calling for relicf or deliverance. He was 
Lotd of heaven and earth, and all the _ 
of heaven were at his beck; every _ 
of God worſhipped him. He could calily 
have ſummoned the heavenly hoſt, who, 
excel in ſtrength to attend and protect him: 
Thinkeſt thou not, that I cannot now pray | 
to my Father, and he ſball preſently giue Matt. 
me more than twelve legions of heel Xxxi. 53s 
If he had called for their help, they Would 
readily have obeyed him; for they own 
his authority, and are placed in ſubjection 
to him. How ſafe would he have been in 
the midſt of ſo powerful an hoſt > Who 
would have dared to have preſt through a 
guard of Angels? And tho' Angels came duce. * 
and miniſtred to him in the wilderneſs, | .*'- 
and appeared to him and frengthned him = 25 
in the garden; aſſiſted and nd ſappotted' 1 
him in his ſufferings; yet he did not give 
them command to ſmite the multitude -. 
blind, as the Angels did the Sodomites; or 
do bring down a remarkable vengeance ., ... 
vas D d from 
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from heaven, as £/jah did upon the bands 
of ſoldiers; to reſcue him out of their 
hands, or carry. him off from the croſs in 
a viſible triumph to heaven. 'Nothcopen- 
ed not his mouth, but went through eve- 
ry ſtage of ſuffering, with a quiet ſubmiſ- 
ſion of+ſoul; and ſilently bowed his head, 
and gave up the ghoſt at laſt. © 

| 6. With meekneſs, without reſiſtance 
and oppoſition. So he was eminently 

led as a lamib to the ſlaughter, and as ſbecp 

who ſuffer themſelves to be carried qui- 

etly, and without ſtruggle and reſiſtance. 

He meekly ſubmitted to all their violence 
towards him, without ever uſing any him 

ſelf; according to another precept he 

Matt. v. gave his followers : Reſet nat evil. Be- 
39 Hides he never a to make his 
Joby. 13. eſcape, though he could eaſily have con- 
weed himſelf out of their ſight, as he once 
did when a multitude was in the place; 
becauſe his hour was not yet come, and he 
had not finiſbed his work on carth. Yea, 
he readily went to Jeruſalem, though he 
knew / he muſt ſuffer there: He took unto 
31. m he twelve, 9 , We go up. 
o Feruſalem, that all things that are wrt- 

ten in the prophets, 8 the ſon of 

Job. vill, may 'be accompliſhed. And again, 
hi 4 —— 

pon Him, aner unt 

= 5 Tony nnn * Lam he. 


He 
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Hereadily offered himſelf into their hands. 
He could eaſily have called for fire tom 
heaven, or have {truck them blind or dead 
at once. One tay of his divine glory let 
out upon them, would have confounded 
and conſumed them; as may be Fall 
from that remarkable paſſage: As Jon's as 
he had ſaid unto 7 8 am 

went backward, and fell to thee $a 
Surprized at the majeſty of his appearance, 


for there was nothing ſhocking in the 


words. 

Yea, and he check'd the heat of mY 
forwarddiſciple, who attempted his reſcue 
by force. When Peter ftretched ont his 
hand, and drewhis ſword, and ſtrucł the 
ſervant of the high prieſt, and ſinote his 


ſeord, ſhall periſh with the ſword : And 


and healed him. And he tells Pilate - 
If. my kingdom were of this world, then 
would ny. ſervants} oe, that'T ſhould not 
be delivered up to the Fews ; but now is 
in kingdom not from hence: Not attended 
with externalpowp,. or conducted by ſecu- 


lat poet. He neyer ſtruggled wich them 


baffled, and broke looſe from them; 3 but 


ide high prief, men to.Pilgte, to be car- 
1 d tied 
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car; Jeſus ſaid, *Put up again thy ſword 
into, go place ; for all they who tale the 2 5. 


ſuffer ye thus far, and he fouched his ear, * nat. 


Joh. xviii. 


36. 


or pppoſed them, rho he cd cafily haye” = 


4 Meſſiah Sufſernt. 
ried backward and forward; and at faſt 
to mount Calvary to be crucified, bearing 
his oz»ncroſs. This was agreeable to that 
prophecy of him; He ſball nor ſtrive, nor 
Ty, neither ſball any man heur' his voite 
in the ſtreets. enen Nees 52 * — 1 
F. 2. I hall conſider the reafons of this 
ſtrange and myſterious behaviour, and 
why he opened not his mouth, when he 
was oppreſed and afflicted. Brieffr⸗, 
I. Becauſe his ſufferings were the III 
of the Father, and by divine appointment. 
This was the reaſon of his coming into 
the world, and the meaſute of all his acti- 
Heb. x. C. Ons; Lo, I come in the volume of the bout, 
it is written of me, to do thy will O Goa. 
And this was the reaſon, he aſfigns of His 
ſufferings, and lay ing down of his Hife; 
Job-x. 1 o This commandment received I n Fr. 
| ther: And he tells Peter, when he would 
have reſcued him, with an air of difpleaſtite; 
ri 11. The cup whith my Father hath given ne. 
to drint, ſball I not drint? And he could 
. ſay at laſt; have glorified thee on earth, 1 
xvii. 4. have finiſhed the work, which thou gaueſt if 
ine to do: It was determined in the divine 
Act. ii. 23. counſel, thathe ſhould ſuffer and dye: He 
ix. 28. was deltbered by the determinate coumſel, 
and foreknowledge of God; and his hand 
and counſel had before determined it. This 
ſatisfied his mind and compoſed it to fi- 
lence, under all the difficulties of a fuffer- 


Matt. xii. 
19. 


I 
"N Wh ace; thar he witoWilhgthe will of os, b 
and 
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and to have withſtood it, would haye been 
to oppoſe the purpoſe of the divine mind, 
and thwart the counſels of heaven. 

082. It was With his own conſent and what 
he became obliged to. He was free from 
all engagements to men, as well as all 
crimes laid to his charge; and it was all 
wrongful. and injurious hy chem, and ten- 
dered-theip without, cxcuſc : It was 
' with - hands 25 5 and New 
bim. Neyertheleſs he Was under a real 
obligation to, God, for he agrecd to the 
undertaking, and voluntarily obliged him- 
ſelf: He was to anſwer what was exacted. 
It was not unexpected and unknown; for 
he knew all things which ſhould come upon 
bim; and was perfectly apprized and pre- 
pared. It was in purſuance of a foregoing 
agreement, and with an entire conſent of 


ſoul - Ile. acted with freedom and com- 


poſure of mind, he ſhewed no uncalincſs 
or xeluctance; he made no complaint or 
oppoſition, becauſe he knew himſelf un- 
der engagements, and obliged to ſuffer 

and dye; and that he might not give the 
leaſt ſuſpicion of unwillingneſs, or um- 
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hrage of reproach, to the moſt watchful _ 


dd jealous malicte. 


c. It Was neceſlary to the divine accep- 5 
ſance and approbation, and to render his 
ſufferings available to their end. It could 


neyer have been a aan, lacrifice ta 


bar) 10 ¹¾ 1 d £2377 21 1607 975 God, 
D 
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God, if it had not been a free will-offering; 


Eph. v. 2. and therefore the Apoſtle ſays, He /oved 


Matt. 
XXVL 54. 


$9» 


Luk.xxiv. 


44. 


—45. 


then ſrall the 79 ay be fulfilled, that 


u, and gave himſelf for us, an offering 
and ſacrifice for us of a ſweet ſmelling ſa- 
vour. It Was neceſlary to give himſelt for 
us, to make his offering acceptable to God. 
It Was reckoned ominous and unpropitious 
among the heathen, when the ſacrifice 
went with reluctance, of ſtruggled at the 
altar. If he had been dragged to the 
croſs by violence, and made to bleed a- 
gainſt his will, the value and grace of his 
ſufferings had been loſt; and they would 
never have been effectual to make ſatis- 
faction to God ; or procure bleſſings at his 
hands. There would have been no verttte 
ot excellency in what he did, no merit in 
it towards God, or efficacy for the good 
of men. What thanks are due, for what 
we cannot help? What pretention is left, 
where there is neceſſity and conſtraint? 

4. Becauſe they were propheſied of, and 
foretold in the ſcripture. This reaſon our 
Lord aſſigns of his ſufferings; But how 


thus it muſt be. And; Allt 23 was done, 
_— the ſcriptures bf the pr — 1 ht 
e fulfilled. All things mm filled 

: ich-were written in 1 — Moſs, 
and in the Prophets, and book of Pſalmhs 
concerning me : This it is written, and 
1 1 behoved _— to faſfer. God had 
declared 
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declared his purpoſe concerning his ſuf- 


ferings: It had been long typified by the 
legal ſacrifices, and foretold by the pro- 
phets; that the Meſſiah ſhould be cut off, 
and bear our iniquities, and become à ſa- 
crifice for ſin: Now the word of God mult 
be tulfilled, and every prediction concern- 
ing him accompliſhed. It was neceſſary 
the honour of the divine faithfulneſs 
ſhould be maintained, and that no tittle 
or jota of his word ſhould fall to the 
ground. Upon this account he freely ſub- 
mitted to ſuffer, and yielded himſelf a wil- 
ling ſacrifice ; that there might be no failure 
of the divine prediction, and every thing 


might be fulfilled, which had been ſpoken 


concerning him. 

5. To ſhew the government he had 
over himſelf, and to give us a perfect ex- 
ample of it. What a noble inſtance was this 
of entire reſignation to the divine will, 
and command of his own paſſions, under 
the heavieſt burdens, and higheſt provo- 
cations? He gave the world an example 
of the proper perfection of human nature, 
not diſturbed by croſs events, or moved 
by ill uſage and abuſe : His mind was ne- 
ver clouded with paſſion or ruffled by the 
injuries he received. How eaſily do men 
fly into indecent exceſſes, upon ſlght oc- 
caſions? How difficult do we find it to 
reſtram undue reſentments, and forbear 

Dd 4 revenge, 
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erg of a. 


revenge, : hender in our pon 


en d conſderable wrong Ae thd 


meekeſt man upon the fac Oft rarth, 
vas once ttanſpòrtecitir anger, and broke 
the tables ot the divine law. a Burhclopen-!! 
—_ bis mieuthi" to fer us pattern of 
mperate paſſions and a Mabel: 
a — of petfect moͤrkneſs under 
ring and provocation and u calm ſea 
" -renity — greateſt 32 and vios' 
lence. 1 might add one ch! more of 
andther kind 07 
6. Becauſe of the ali wr of his ene - 
mies: He conſidered the Jews, as fixed 
in their prejudice, and reſolved upon his 
ruin. They had long waited for a fit op- 
pottunity, and deſcended to the meaneſt 
arts; not only to miſ-conſtrue the plaineſt 
words, but to ſuborn falſe witneſſes againſt 
Him: He opened not his mouth, becauſe. 
he knew it would fignify nothing. They 
would have condemned and cxuciſied him; 
... wharlvever he had ſaid to the contrary; 
and mut their eyes againſt the cleareſt evi -· 
dence of truth; and ſtopped their ears to 
the ſtrongeſt defchiee for they were ated 
bya' powerful malignity of heart, and in- 
fluenced by the Devil. They were bent 
upon deſtroying him by a blind cal, and 
bloody rage. This appears to be the diſ- 
p6ſirion of their nnd, for w lien the liigh 
rick preſt him with this queſtion: Art | 
A thou 
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thou the Chriſt, the ſon; of the bleſſaa ? 
He ſaid lum? And — ' ſee 700 ſon of Mar. xiv. 
man ſitting at the right hand of the POWery,, 5% 
and coming iu the clouds: f heaven; in- 
ſtead of liciding to conviction, or giving 
him credits they flew into a greater rage, 
andweretranſported to the tudeſt violence: 

The high prieſt rent his clothes, and ſaid, 
hat need we any further citneſs? Je. 

have heard the. blaſphemy. . And they — 63. 
3 him. to be guilty, of death. 
And ſome began to ſpit on him, and cauer — 64. 
His face, 2 et him; and the ſervants 
did ;ftrike ru with, the palms of their 
hands. Whatſocver he — have ſaid, 
would have only hardned their heart, and 
a2ggravated their guilt: nude have on- 
ly: heightned their rage, and put them up- 
on farther contrivance for his deſtruction, 
And he would not enflame the accoynt 
where the load of guilt; was already un- 
meaſurably great, or uſe; further means, 
which he knew would be without effect. 
So that it really was an act of kindneſs 
and wiſdom, as well as patience, not to 
open his mouth, when he could only 
have ſpoken. to their greater condemnati- 
on; and if he did not peak, 1 e | 
not have ſo great ſin: - | 
- 110) OLI ud reps 1 
III. Thall briefly apply i itin the follow- 
5 e Fun 
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The unteaſonableneſs of the Jews 
{prejudice and offence at the — 
Chriſt. They expected a temporal pr 

aud — who ſhould reſcuc — 
nation from the roman power; and xaiſe 
it to a greater proſperity and; glory. So 
they conſtrued all the prophecies of his 
government and kingly power, of the 
conqueſt of his enemics, and cſtabliſh- 
ment of a worldly kingdom. Now when 
they came to ſind him in a mean appear- 


dance and a 1uffering ſtate, that he made 


no diſtinguiſning figure in the world, and 
ſubmitted to dye an ignominious death; 
they were greatly ſcandaliaed and —_ 
qed: The preaching of Chriſt cruc 

was tothe eus @ ſtumbling block, — to 


thegreeks fooliſhneſs 3 Or an unreaſonablc 


thing. And the Apoſtle ſpeaks of the of- 
the croſs; of his croſs, as well as 
outs for his fake, - They were prejudiced 
againſt a ſuffering Meſſiah, and;ovcrlook- 
ed all the characters of the old teſtament, 
which agreed to him; and rejected all the 
evidence he could produce. 

But, were not his ſufferings pluiniy 
foretold? Not only that he ſhould be a 
[reigning king, but that he ſhould be a 
Prieſtand a ſacrifice ; that he ſhould be op- 
preſſed and afflitied and bear our miqui- 
tier; and be cut off and ſmitten ? Mult 


= this ſpring from pride of heart, and 
| groſs 
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groſs conceptions of mind, without any 
warrant from their ov ſcriptures, and 
againſt very plain teſtimonies the other 
way? Did it not argue a ſtupid inadver- 
rence, and powerful prejudice, to neglect 
1uch plain paſſages of their own ſeriprare, 
and be carried down the common ſtreame 
To take exception and offence at hat was 
forctold, and make that à reaſon againſt 
him, which was one of the characters of 
the Meſſiah; and ought to be à reaſon 
the other way. Indeed, if he had appeared 
with all the marks of out ward glory they 
expected, with great dominion and po- 
er; reigning over the nation of the Jews, 
and conqueting all other parts of the 
world; there would have wanted one 
neceſſary mark of the Meſltalf, and there 
would have been nothing to anſwer the 
plain predictions of his ſufferings and 
death. So that on the contrary, the ſuf- 
ferings of Chriſt, and the patient ſubmiſ- 
ſion with which he bore' them, ſhould 
confirm out faith in him, and recommend 
him to our admiring thoughts. Adore 
the meek and humble lamb of God, Who, 
takes away the ſin of the world; look 
upon him with the higheſt teverende am 
deareſt love. What did he undergo for 


our fakes, and in what mannet? What 


but the greateſt kindheſs could make him 
ſuffer, and patient and ſilent under all? 


2. We 
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d. We ſhould not wonder, if we are 
ſometimes oppreſſed and aſtlicted. Indeed 
the former ſonte: of the words cannot 
groe to us, that it vas e acted, and he an- 
1.11 Sweredz% it was proper to him to au- 
iwer the demands of quitice, and; ſatisty 
For our ſin. But in the other ſenſe of the 
expreſſion; wemay be in a like condition. 
Is it any wonder that we are oppreſſed 
with a burden of tuffcring ; and afflicted 
with the trouble of our ſoul? That we ate 
ſiomctimes ſorely buffeted of the Devil, 
and in great darkneis and diſtreſs of foul? 
Aal the diſciplecabove his Lord? If this 
Was done in the green tree nowonder if 
it be done in the dry. Should We won- 
der to ſuffer affliction, who arc the follow - 
ers of a ſuffeting Jeſus; hege to he 
. | &avedby his ſufferings for uu? 
3. We learn ſubmiſſion and — 
det affliction, in imitation of Chriſt. We 
are caſily provoked, and apt to complain, 
under leſſer injuries and deſerved ꝓuniſh- 
ments; but let us learn of the meck and 
humble ſaviour, not to open aur mouths. 
We have the example of eminent ſaints, 
AHarun held bit peace under à ſurprizing 
:calamityz and we have heard f the pa- 
pt, Tina Fab; under his great afflictions; 
— 9 the holy Fſalmiſt was dumb and apen- 
— ant it mouth. And he ſpcaks in the 
perſum of Chriſt, But I an ade 1pan 
dT ,+ heard 
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heard not, and was asid\ dumnb min. who 
openeth not luis moutßl ππ -2mmImGOn 
But eſpeeially, conſiderhimwhorendurdd 


the contradittion of ſinners 
leaſt, we be wWrary and fant in SAT Heb. ui. 


Being —— ata cloud © 
of witneſſer, let us run with patience tir 
race whith» it fet W's upto 
Jeſus the author and finmſber of aur faith. 
Behold the patience of the ſuffering e- 
decemer, under the higheſt injuries fur 
our ſake ; and'for an mne a Chriſt-bath r Pet. ir. 
fa — fur us in the fleſu, arm your: ſebues "+ 
wrth the ſame mind i. e. The 
ſame — with — he ſuffered. We 
may ſtop our mouths, with thewiſe appli- 
— the ſaying of the penitent tief; 
And ue inderd juſtiy, ſor ue recerve 
the due reward for nun deeds; but this Luk. ill 


man hath done nat hing amiſs. He was 4" 


ſilent under undeſerved miſery, and ſhall * 
we open our mouths hen we ſuffer for 
Man con- 

Hir 


our on ſins? Shall a living 
plain, 4 man for the puniſhment g 
—— 25 . we — _ 
 dignationrof the Lord: ue pave ; 
ſinned: agamſt bim? How does this re- 
prove impatient uncaſineſs of mind, and 
murmuring complaints under 
hand of God; and ſhame all undue reſent- 
ments and raſh expreſſions, and ſiying out 
3 the inſtruments of our — * 


t 


\ 
3 
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4. T he happy difference between Chriſt 
— — and Chriſt — In his ſuf. 
Aeling ſtate he not his mouth, he 
E as ſilent hee the greateſt injuries and 
„ Provocations... But docs he do ſo nqow! 
5 7 There is a happy difference in the caſe : 
© Heigalwayspleadingin our behalf, This 
„* the prophet remarks here, he ſhall make 
anterceſhon for tranſgreſſions : And the 
| Heb.ix, Apoſtle tells us, he ever /ues to make in. 
* Ferceſſion for uf, and now appears in the 
| preſence bf: God for us; and is our Advo- 
cate with the Father. If he were ſilent 
in heaven; all his ſuffering and ſilence on 
earth would ſignify nothing: But he pleads 


ly concerned for the welfare and 


a. comfortable difference. He bears. us 

always upon his heart, as the high. prieſt 
bote the names of all the tribes. upon his 
breaſt, affering up all our petitions to God; 


procuring every bleſſing we want. Let 
this encoutage our faith and prayer, which 
is ſu ſupported and back d. We may at 
in fa&#h, and came with: e inn, 


prewailing name, and expect relief 1 e. 
ry timcof need: "Wemay any 
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the powerful merit of his blood, and is 


ſalvation of all his followers. This makes 


pleading the purchaſe he has made, and 
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of It} G 
Ee en 41 TILT 3:4) in 


Wong arc ſpok ken of | 

} the Medliah, and have a. 
E dixet teference to the 
7. times of dhe goſpel : A 
L uuill raiſe unis Dauid | 
Hteou thranch, 0 | ; 
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% Adee Richuayhi) 


[afelys and this is thewgme cuhere- 
7515 ſpall be gallæd. uur Righ- 
ls The Meliahcivrbfren; (called 
Brauch in the prophets, ito denote 

is deſcont ii theiftock ot. Maid. He 

zall 15 pn [| @ndexecu 

mnt ond y wſtice He- fall ptoſprt in 
is undertakings, and vindicatethis righ- 
teous cauſe from injury and oppoſition. 
In his days Judah ſball be ſaved, and Iſrael 
ſhall duell ſafely: This is true of the 
myſtical Ira and in a ſpiritual ſenſe, 
but may perhaps refer to the reſtoration of 
the jewiſh nation, and the bleſſings they 
will enjoy in the kingdom of Chriſt. And 
this is the name. whereby he ſhall be called, 
cor he ſhall be Th Lord aur Raghteor/- 
meſs, Some have queſtioned whether 
this is the name of the Meſſiah, or the 
name of a City or People of Judah and 
iſrael before mention d, becauſe of tlie 
n of the hebrew expre ſſion: Bur 
5 plain ..the the molt natural rcference is to 


11. place is referted to Chriſt by t ole, 
x Cor. i. and. he is made f God, — 
3% Nor does it appear that anycſuch name 
we to any place or people, —_— 
wit 


May Giga, 5 


with any propriety agree do them; Other- 
wiſe: than das they ſtand related to born 


and upon the aceount of His ſpe 
dence: with them g as Chap a WO 
Ege. AU, TG 
places are ſtrictly eam ned; it ue be 
found to be ſpoken Fo e church, and 
-notiofiito36oib ny 148 Aga ASTILIY ee 

In conſideting this repteſentation of 
the Meſſiat I dhafl, [5 "ih WE 13 BY 

241 to 200 21 ic VR . ey , Mel] 
I. Explain and ate hd n Of it 
and —— hs. mut G 
Yar underſtood.” | „nenn C7 204 


bu, 1 2-46 n 4 ** - iu 
II. Repreſent — an of this 
part of his name, and ſhew' the con 
an Lequenoc and importance of it; and 
. chen apply it. { 40 nene 
LOG RET ITO 7 ee, EI; 


1:1 amiro en 
— — our righteumf 
applied 


Ty: 


neſs. - The name Ichova here 
to the Meſſin is the higheſt and moſt ap. 16. zl. io. 
propriate name of the great God, and ſig: Tech. ii. 
nifics him who has a being, deaxofen. 1 8 
ncnces and is ſeveral times elſewhere a 
E * "A 
is Jchovah our righteouſneſs.” I halt 1 11 
incthenotionobrighteouſnes; 2.Shew © 
how he is 47 + — us 10/7 W 
0 ]] Slory i Bagg $145 1: 9 277 
un PC ; £ 


4iÞ. 


| briefly ſtate and open the natuzc af each./ ,, 


righteouſntis 
is nothing elſe hut the penfact rcditude 
df his mature of the conformity of all 
11 his actions to his oun anatuge,.. which 45. 
the higheſt meaſure of vight: and he had 
an humane righteauſn 


Mealſtab, Ou Righteouſneſs. 
gin. State cha notion of xighteouſ 
neis. Righteouſneſs, in the gencral con- 
coption-of it, is a raiatiue ching, and has 
always relation to a law. The formal ma- 
ture of tighteouſneſs, properly under- 
ſtood, lies in a conformity of actions to 
that which is: the rule andi meaſure of 
them. This is the general notion of it, 
and runs tuo every kind and {pecics of 
it. And according to the different kiad 
of the meaſure and rule, the conformity 
or agreableneſs to it, is alſo different. 
Now, rightcouſneſs here may be under- 
ſtood to reſpect, either ri S as 
it is in him, or righteouſneſs, as it is in 
us, ſuitably to the double exigence o 4 
fan creature. And, becauſe I cancciye 
both may be fitly. included herc, I ſhall. 


1. We are to conſider righteouſneſs 

as tis in him. And here WC muſt un-, 
derſtand, that the Me ſſiah has an eſſen · 
tial as he is Gad, which 


eſs as hu Was man, { 
which: is a confozmity 0 the divine Jaw, 
given to the 'neaſangble greature;; ant 
which is the rule of all his\a@iens.. Bu 


no the 9 * ſpoken of 
1 muſt 


— 
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muſt be underſtood, as I apptehend, neither 
of the one or the other of thoſe preciſely; 
but of his righteouſneſs as Mediatour,/ or- 
Immanuel. And as he is aimixr perſon - 
in this conſideration of him, ſo is his tigh · 
teouſneſs of a mixt nature; for tho this 
diffcts' ſtomi both the former in its mea. 
ſutc and formal nature; and is not ex- 
actly the ſame with the one or the other 
of them; yet it partakes of the common 
nature of both; and muſt be eſtimated: by 
the ſame prineiplesʒ that is, as it isa confox - 
mity #0 that which is the proper rule of it. 
'To underſtand this we muſt conſider, 
that the Meſſtahl enter d into à covenant 
of tedemprion for the recovery of the 
faln world, and came under the obli- 
gation of \the>mediatorial! law. The 
whale: matter Was wiſely agreed and ad- 
juſted between the Father and the Son; | 
he was to become incarnate, to geyeal-- 
the Will of God go men, to work mi- | 
tacles, and lay down his life a ſacriſice: 
lle rectit d command of the Father, 0 f. Hl 10 
lay dum bis fe; and finiſned the work - 11. 
wich he gabe bim to doe. And then he job. xvii, 
4 was to ſet᷑ his ſeed, and | prolang his days: 4+ 
— his hands ; he was 10 be far 
with the travel of his foul, and hy Lis | 
kubwledge 140 many: * Was to 
have all puter giuen hi, in hg drr and 
on Ee 2 earth 
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earth, and to be highly exalted, and have 
4 name above every name. He conſented 
to the terms Which weren fixed, and o- 
blig' d himſelt to do whatſoever was no- 
Ceſfary to the end Now, his 
eontotmity te this rule, or. whatſocver 
he did and ſuffer d by vertue of his con- 
Fent to the cbVenant of redemption; and 
che Obligation of the mediatorial law ; 
His whole active and paſſive obedience, 
Vas properly his righteouſneſs. is true 
He obey'd che law of nature as he was 
man, and à reaſonable creatute; and he 
obſerw'd the la of Moſes, as he was 2 
Je, and of the ſeed of Abraham; but 
that was by vertue of the mediatorial 

law, and as a and branch of it; S0 
that all he did in this world, and what 

he is now doing in heaven, in obedience 
to the father's will, and for the ſalvation 
. of men, is properly his righteouſncis. 
This was perſonal and inherent 

9% himſelf, and incommunicable to 
any other: The acts of righteouſneſs 
Were perform d by him, and not by us; 
and in this ſenſe tis his righteœouſneſs, 
and not ours; tho the ſaving influence 
of it deſcends upon us, as did the malig- 
mant influence of Adams ſin. And tis 
abſolutely perfect, there was no defect 
in the matter of his obedience, or in the 
manner of ir: He obſerv d every inſtance 


Wr 99938 of 
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of the divine law, and came up ta the 
utmoſt »heipht. His Whole obedience 
was bright and clear as a ſun beam, with- 
out any ſpot or ſhadow. of darkneſs: 
Falfled all tighteouſneſs, and e- 10 
en. And it: was of the (higheſt value, ge 
everything che did, was under the inf 
ence of his divinity, and, deriyv d its ya- 
lue from thence. It was the action of 
one who was God as well as Man: 
— it was of the higheſt value in Gods 
account, and infinitely pleaſing to him; 


* 


capable of making an aenement to Cod, 


and being a» propitiation for lin, No- 
thing was .o diſpleaſing and injuriousto 
God, as the righteouſneſs of the medi- 
atour was pleaſing * honourable, to 
W R „Dior 1 _ 

2. We are next to . righteouC: 
'neſs as it isn us. This is the rightc- 
ouſneſs of ſanctification, as the former 


holineſs. This muſt be judged of too. 


before laid down. Righteouſneſs in us 


is our conformity to the law and rule 
ve are under; as righteouſneſs in Chriſt 
is his conformity to the law which he 
_ was under. To underſtand this, we muſt 
conſider what is the rule and law we are 
now under. The law of innocent nature 
""_ intire form, and with its proper 


3 ſanctions 


vas for juſtification, and is the ſame with 


to the ſame general meaſure 


21. 


Meſſiab, Our Rightemiſneſs 
ſanctions; was only ſuited ro a ſtate of 
innocence; tighteouſneſs in this ſenſe is 
the perfect conformity of All bur powers 
to every tliing tlic law requſt' d and the 
leaſt defect is untighteouſuefs, without 
any allowance of repentanee, or hopes 
of mercy. But now we have! broken 
that law, and are condemiti d by it; and 

im this fenfe there is none rigbttoux, no 
not one; and by that law, n fleſb living 
cn be sti fied in his ſehr. We ate thete- 
fore to be conſiderd as falt creatures, un- 


1 Cor. ix. der a conſtiturion of grace}! or under the 


tawroChriſt : i. e. Subject ro the gracious 
government of the redeemer. The rule 
of tighteouſneſs here is the geſpel cove- 
nunt, or the declarations of the graciotss 
will of God, to the loſt world by Chriſt; 
which take in all the preceptive patt of 
the natural law, 'atid make perfection till 
our auty ; for we ate tequired to de per- 
ect. as our Father which is in heaven 16 

peyfett; and to perfett' hobiheſs,'in the 
Far of God: Otherwiſe failures aud de- 
feats” would not be ſin. But then it 
relieves us the penal ſanction of 


thie law, and accepts of faith unftig ned, or 
ſintere bbnſeſit to the covenant, as a ferm 


of life, and in order to pardofi 
tance with God: And this is con — 
as the firſt ſaving conſent of ſoul; in the 


root c and * or as: 192 "kt and cxprelt 
in 
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in after obedience, aud. all the proper 


fraits of faith. /1 This is a wiſe 25 well as 
the pre: 


Eracious conſtitution, ſuitahle to 
lent circumſtance of things, and 7 
dition of nen and thedawelt co 
deſcontion gonſiſtent with. che — 
the divine perfeclions, ang the BS Pl 
government over the creatures. 0 

Rightœouſneſs in, this lenfe, or. goſpel 
holinets, is qur,contarmiry to the goſpel 
rule, or ouν,,õſontand Ompliancc with 
the covenant, of grace; and. this is.righ- 
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teouſneſs within, us, as the former was 4 


righteouſneſs without us. We arc the 


dane of this righteouſneſs, t per- 


Wut, col gc the golpel — for 
hicmſelf: Vic are agents in this matter, and 


tis properly our act, tho under the influ- 


ence of a ſupctiour agent. I is an inhe- 
rent quality in the ſoul, 8 not merely 
an external denomination, or conſiſting in 
out ward adts : ¶ Tis the due diſpoſition and 
excreile of, all our powers, or a ſincere 
pa prevailing compliance of the, whole 
ſoul, with rhe. great demands of the goſ- 
geh tho attended: with many weakneſſes 
and defects. This is the proper notion of 
10 ſpel righteouſneſt, or holineſs, as di- 
n 


guiſhed from legal righteouſneſs, or 


ſinleſs conformity r the lau — Gnd * 
l How of e $:28 7 
* Ee 4 9 2. 
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1 Cor. i. 
30. 


„H. 2, Lam to ſhexi how heist the, Lord 
our righteouſneſs. I- hall conſider this 
nen ithhexelation t both the for. 
mer ſenſcs, that is, to the righicouſucts 
Which is in him, and the gighteguineſs 
Which.is in us; With reſpect to the former, 
he is the Lord our rig hieuuſuc /i, as his 
righteouſneſs is ſome Way made Ourss and 
With reſpect to the latter, as our righte- 
oulneſs is from him; ſo that he has an 
intire concern in both; 1 ni) 9G 4d bY 
. Wich reſpect to tighteouſneſs as it 
is in him. So his righteouſneſs is ſome 
way, made ours: He is made of Cod, un · 
ta, us righteouſneſs... This may be conſi- 
der d in the following reſpects. 5110 321908 


14.) It was wrought out and performed 


For us, and upon our account, , He was 
_ eflentially+ righteous , as God, and of 


btight and ſpotleſs purity: He was g/ors: 
bus in his hokineſs,. as well as infinitely 


= He needed no other rightcoul- 


neſs upon his n account, and it was: 
not neceſſary for his own ſake, that he 
wrought out ſuch a xighteouſneſs as this 3 
fox this is thęrighteouſneſs of a Mediataur, 
and, mult, be underſtood to be upon their 
account, for whom, he mediated; tho 
it, redounded alſo to his perſonal honour. 
and advancement. It Was eternally de- 
ſigned with an eye to ue, and undertaken 
and, performed ren our gccount. and 
: vriab + 24 employed 


pay r 8 . 
Ages «+ LH I" 


9 woe  V7F- 
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employed for our ſervice and uſe. So 
tis Ours with reſpect tothe original in- 
tentioſ of uit and the proper purpole' it 
was deſigued to! ſerve: WE are the pet. 
ſons' for dcioſe benefit it As performed. 
So he pattrObimifelf for us, and died" for 
our ne Und Ad hade Mndbr 1% lc t 


 tedeem rhem who were unaler hee 


(20 TI 4bceptt# bf Gd forms: 

had beefi highly diſhoncured and prov. 
ed by the ſins of meh n ereature Wis 
pad Gh :0opdlring tlie GBajuiy,; © or ap- 

peaſing the divine diſpleaſure; drang 
an equal c 
God, for the greatneſs of the offence; 
here comes in the confideration of the 
Mediatouri:” His -righreoufneſs and- per- 


formance was offered to God, as a valua- 


ble conſideration, and accepted as an 


ſation to the majeſty of 
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atonement?! He hre ibe eternal ſeirit, Reb. ir. 


offered hymfelf without Dur te God. i. e. 
2 ſpotleſs ſacrifice.” And 
- for us, an offering am a' ſatrifice to 

for a , — —— or in” 
— pleaſing to him, — — 
value of —— And how far foe: 
ver it might be in itſelf, and antecedent to 
all-ongageiments, à refuſable thing; tis 
certain it Was pracioully' accepted, and 
highly pleaſing to God. It Was confider-- 


cd as' A perfect ſatisfaction; © and ample 


amends foro the injury which had been 


bY volqrns done 3 


14. 


And, he gave bim Epbh. v. 2. 


as . eſſtab, Dur Rig ici. 
done, and mord hondurable to God, 
tllen all the wrong and, diſhonous. 
Hence his bloodois repreſented, as the 
„„ ee 
Matt. xx. divine diſpleaſure; and his life as a . 
-' 23) m for us, vr an anfwerable price and 
Aualuable conſideration for our diſcharge. 
*Tis che purovaye of all our bloſſings, and 
we have re tion, and the!hoavenly 

Eph. i. inberitance dy his Oro eee 
71. 3.) Tis gravioofly reckoned to our 20 
count. Tis ours to allithe ends amd pur- 
poſes of it, as much as it w had perſor- 
med it our ſelves, and it wert our own 
act.o We have an actual intereſt in it, 
and beneſit by it upon our tiearty conſeut 
to the goſpebcovenant ; and art entituled 
tothe faving ble ſliuds and procurements 
of it; to actual pardon and gradious ac- 
ciptance, to every ſpititual gift, and to 
eternal life. Tis with a vic w to this, and 
upon the accouut of this, that Godris re- 
conciled to beliering ſuinors:ʒ band; be- 
ſto vs every bleſſing upon them. As he 
Ascted and ſuffered in our nature, and in 
Baur ſtead D nre pardoned nd accep- 
ted thto his merit and/forthis fake. In 
this ſenſe out Divines' ſpeak: of the impu 
tation hig viphteouſneſs tu us or r 
oning it to out account as chu only 
ſole meritorious cauſe of the pardon of ſun, 
_ eternal. life; And the Apoſtte _— 
* 7 


pi — — ſo. way 
By the'riabt one, it ee 
— all men rn eie of 15 
and by He obedienct of oue, many are male Rom. v. 
rig hicuus. Ie is made, of C A i Car 
righteouſneſs ; and we ate made; the 
righteouſneſs of Gad in bim. i. e Trug Epkev. 
believers are gracioufly-accounted;righ- ** 
teous peiſons, tor thefake)ofrhis perfect 
couſneſs. t l 2% 
(A.) Tis pleadableby us, ardcheground 
of all aut confidence aud hopes. We 
may pbead his righteouſneſs with God for 
every mercy, and ãt Willrove a powerful 
and ſucceſsful plea: Tis the: only argu- 
ment in its kind, in a ſinners mouth. 
This is pleadable againſt the condemna- 
tion of the law, — — of ha- 
ving broken it. The fact is true, aud 
cannot be denied; but we plead in arreſt 
of nt, and bar of execution, the 
righteouſneſs and ſatisfaction of Chriſt: 
He has ful filled and Hnaureu the lat and 
anſwered the demands and challenge of 
juſtice; Malo ſhall: lay uny thing ta/ ihr 
charge of: God elect? Tr4s God who jufts- Rom. viii, 
fiethu Miho is be who cundemmeth t 23: 
is Chriſt | who: tied. Tis pleadable for 
the obtaining of all ſaving bleſſings, the 
purchaſe of his death; asthe patdon of (in, 
and the git of the ſpirit. It gives a hygess 
believer lan le claim to all the 


bleſſingi of ah new cov“, nt. bag 
7 We 
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e may plead the performances of the 
| Redeemer at all times, and upon. all oc. 

FCaſionis; — ge er 2, aud all 

; 2 and I 105 
_., mind, and the ftrohigeſt a enſtons of 

* bene tinwortHineRs, — oc 

" — im every appracf to the 

grace, WE muſt ask I ame, 

Ale: Under rli&tearcr ap- 

es 2 our Aiffotatioh, and the pro- 

Qs of the etetnal world, this will ſup- 

tt à dying ſaint, in che agonies and 

article of depatture; and enliven his hopes 

of immortal bleſſedneſs: This is our apo- 

logy and defence at the bat of God, and 
the' foundation of our title to divine ac- 
ceptance and eternal life: We muſt be 
found in Chriſt, in — | 

1 | Mercy the Loril at that day." \» 

ö reſpect to . 

W 7 and ſo he is the Lori pur rig hre- 
, as all our righteouſneſs is from 
kin ane that is chiefly in two reſpects. 
(1) He has fited the vue of this righ- 
tecuſneſs in the goſpel. The law of in- 

mocence to ſinleſs nature, requited ſinleis 
obedience and univerſal conformity, with- 
out any defect; but the gracions'eſtabliſh- 
ment of 'the goſpel, Which is ſuited to 
tlle ſtate of lapſed nature; accepts of ſin- 

Cexity of heart, or truth mn The 'inward 

0 Ay for it not oy —— eo” 

O 
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of duty, but the terms of acceptance, and 
the meaſures of our hope. So we read of 
the new teſtament in hig blood, or his lat Tok. 5 
will confirmed and ratified by his blood, 

and in full force by the teſtatour's death: 

And of the uew and letter couenaus of Heb. viii 
Which he is the mediatour and ſurety; i. g. ix. 15. 
The promiſę of, ſpiritual. bleſſings, upon k 
the gracions terms 1of the goſpel, and 

which he has undertaken to ſee perto 

on both ſides. In this ſenſe the, Apoſtle 


Ge, Le, e By whe e, 
rito 


Of works? , Nay, but by the law of, faith: . 
i. e. A law requiring faith, in order;t 
juſtification, and which excludes boaſting 
to which the law. of Works adminiſtred c- 
caſion and pretence. So he ſays, If. Alra- 
ham were juſtified by works, he hath where 
of to glory : And again, The Jaw of Ae i. 2. 
ſpirit ef life in Chriſt Feſus, hath made vii. 2. 
me free from the law of fin and death: 
\The goſpel covenant, which attended with 
the power of the divine ſpirit, is a ſpiritual 
law, and effectual to beget a ſpiritual life 
in us, and to enable us to act according to 
it; delivers us from the rigour of the con- 
demning law, which only ſerves to con- 
vince of, ſin, and bind over to death; or 
from the governing habit of ſin, in the 
foul which leads to death. The Apoſtle 
Lare eke v6 che ee en er, hans 
. meme 12. 


* : 


F 


nee —— rr ; 
* 


it. 12. 


Rom. ii. 
16. 


Rom. . means; for faith 'tomet 


17. 


f in and death; and gives à ſpirit or 


fame fſication. He conveys a” gracious 
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libe in oppoſition to that of bondage 


and ap; it make us free indied. And, i 


he ſays, We hal r judged by by be late b 
hibb#ty:' That aue be the rüle of odr 
preſent actions, which muſt be the rule of 
tie future judgment; and we muſt be 
ec gecording' rb rh goſpel of Chriſt. 
This gracious cRabliſnment is owing 
0 dle ſpotleſs ahtecuſneſs und perfor- 
matſce'of the Meſfiah, who prochred it 
by his blood, and has publiſhed it inthe” 
ofp * Ding Ihn „oa ee 
; (2 YHe teu bs this righteouſneſs in us 
by his ſpirit. He is the author of the 
— faith, as well as the ob- 
ject of faith: And is madle 0 God to ue 


influence as © vital head, by Which we 
are diſpoſed and determined to ſavin 
faith, and brought to an hearty and & 
fecktat conſent, to the covenant; and 
wrought up to an habitual and p (nn. 
compliance with it. And he * 
and preſerves the dene pro. 1 
per excerciſe, by a conſtant influence, iu 

the midiſt of conflicts and oppoſition; and / 
fixes and ſtrengthens the determination of 04 
ſoul againſt and decay. This is 
the ptopet office of the ſpirit of Chiriſh, 
uſually in — yp — a 


»» 


Meſſab, Ou Riphteouſueſs: * 
aun and we receive the ſpirit not by 
works af the lau, but gde hearing ef 
faith: Upon this. acconyghe is called the 

Holy ſpirit, as he is the oflagieng,of holi- 
neſs in us, 35 Well as the ſubiect af it him 
lelf aud hg pirit uh SautHifer, who: . 


works faith in Us, e 9 


habit 1 yore 1275 
are — and ſantt 


—— God, 
God's eleft : 
influence, a well as apa he © 

enables us, to believe, as ell as giueſ uc, 
to belieue.. So that the Wh 


ole concern 15 
of righteontoels in both; eſpects, as it is 
in us, and as it is in ee ee 
Whos the Lord our  Tightepuſh . mT 


(yg 017 boat Fi by 


i. 1 ſhall.ropreſens. the. cxcellency of. I 


this part of his ame, and ſhew the con. 
ſequence, and importance of Bea Lihall 
2 in wich reſpect. to both ſenſes or 
the expreſſion before explained. 1Þ1- 
F. 1. As it reſpects rightcqul nels, n 
if, and {\gnitics. his righteouſneſs, 


Konliderations . 


tance, will appear by two 
Ts, The iuſt 


ſome Way. made ours; and {@ the impor; _. 
uftcicncy of all ercaturegigh- = 


4377 
the Gal. iii. 2. 


| 
| 
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are many flaws, and great imperfections, 
7 = 
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we were made after the Image of God, 
and in the dignity of our nature, and 
happineſs of our condition, but a little 
lower than the angels; the favourites of 
heaven in this lower world, and the ob- 
jects of his ſpecial care: yet man being in 
honour continued not; and tho he was 
made upright, yet he ſought aut many in- 
ventions. The calc ages: 2 — have 

a, and come ſhort of t ry of God; 
pow whole world 1s RR guilty be- 
fore God: We arc involved in a com- 
mon apoſtacy by the breach of the divine 
law, and are liable to the threatned curſe. 
We are become the children of wrath, 
and heirs of hell ; and deſerve the utmoſt 
rigour of juſtice, and the full extent of 
puniſhment. 

Now there is an utter inſufficiency in 
the creature for its own relief. If we 
take a ſurvey of the whole creation, and 
make a ſcrutiny thro' univerſal nature; if 
we examine all the creatutes one by one, 


we ſhall find upon enquiry. that ſuch a 
_ righteouſneſs is not any where to be found; 


and every creature will ſay, Tit nat in 
me. I is not for example, in our ſelves; 
for we are unrighteous and condemned, 
and have diſabled, as well as ruined our 
ſelves: Perfection of righteouſneſs, is 
become impoſſible to faln nature; there 


\ 
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in the mf tightecus petfon on carth ; 


and by How) much the more rightegus 
any perſön really is, ſo much 1 0 


ſenſible He i of his*dWn defects, a 
farcher fot fluch à pretenee. And righ- 
reuſe A che highelt degree of per- 
fection out ftatures Are EaÞible of, mY 
not be fufficfent tc chis purpoſe, if it 
were ever {&poffible to attain it; for thai 
were no tare than tight and duty, anc 
what is due can neyer be ſüppoſed to de- 
ſerve; and we cannot make an atonement 
for what w& have done amiſs, by doing 
only what We always ought to have done 
any more than the payment of a preſent 
debt, can diſcharge an old ſcore. _ 
And if we look round about us, alas! 
this is the common caſe; all mankindare 
in the fame circumſtances of impotence 
and miſery, and what has been faid, will 
hold goot as to every individual. If we 
look above ourſelves, to creatures of an 
higher order, and more excellent nature; 
ſuppoſe the Angels of light, the inhabi- 
tants of the heavenly world, and atten- 
dants ot the throne of God: Tis true, 
they are righteous creatures, and perfectly 
obey the Laws of their nature; they are 
pure and ſpotleſs beinigs, bright and active 
flames,” who Aways move in a regular. 
courſe, and always burn with love and zeal. 
Ney never Werve from the ſtrait line, nor 
by i f | | wander 
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have no righteous to ſpare ; there are no 
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wander out of the right path; there is no 
imperfection or diſorder in the ſervices 
of an whole eternity: But then it muſt 
be conſidered that they are ſtill but crea- 
tures, and their righteouſneſs bears no 
proportion to the Majeſty of God, and 
the offence of ſin. There is an infinite 
diſtance between God and Creature, an 
infinite and all- ſufficient, and a finite and 
dependent being; and this holds true 
of the higheſt Angel, and the moſt il- 
luſtrious Seraphim in heaven. Beſides, the 
righteouſneſs of angels does not extend 
to us, as our righteouſneſs doth not ex- 
tend to God. They are under laws pecu- 
liar to themſelves, ſuited to their nature, 
and different from ours. And their ob- 
ſervation of the nobler laws of their high- 
er nature, however pleaſing to God, in 
itſelf; cannot atone for our breach of 
the law we are under; becauſe there is 
a plain diſparity in the caſe, and they are 
not one and the ſame thing. In ſhort, 
They do no more than their duty, and 


works of ſuperergation in heaven: They 
pleaſe God by their perfect obedience; 

but cannot ſatisſy for others offence. 
So that as the holy God could not be 
reconciled to guilry ſinners, but upon an 
honourable amends, and valuable conſi- 
deration; ſo the whole creation was 7 
able 
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able to furniſh it out, or ſufficient to 
make a reparation. 

2, We muſt conſider the ſuitableneſs 
and ſufficiency of his righteouſneſs for 
this purpoſe. This will appear more di- 
ſtinctly, if we conſider the purpoſes it 
was to ſerve, with reſpect to God, or 
with reſpect to us: We had broken the 
divine law, and provoked the divine diſ- 
pleaſure, and ſo had forfeited all our 
mercies, and deſcrved hell. Now here 
was a double purpoſe neceſſary; the diſ- 
pleaſure of God muſt be atoned, and a 
purchaſe made of all our bleſſings: and 
the righteouſneſs of the Meſſiah admira- 
bly anſwers both. It was a proper ſa- 
tisfaction and amends to divine juſtice, 
which was injured and diſhonourcd, and 
diſperſed the ſtorm of divine wrath which 
hung hovering over our heads, charged 
with deſtruction and death. The righ- 
teouſneſs and performances of Chriſt were 
more honourable to God than the ſins of 
men had been diſhonourable; and were 
accepted, not only in arreſt of juſtice, 
but for a full diſcharge: He is now at 
liberty to reverſe the condemning ſens 
tence, and ſpare the guilty ſinner; and 
may be reconciled to believing ſinners, 
in perfect harmony and conſiſtence with all 


his perfections: He is 752 juſtifying . 
wh believeth in Jeſus. And tis the 


Ff 2 price 
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Wi price and purchaſe of all our bleſſings : 


| His righteouſneſs has a value equal to 
ll the dignity of his nature, and was able 
to do what nothing elſe in all the world 
1 could do; that is, properly merit, or de- 
" ſerye at the hand of God; and is ſuffi- 
U cient to procure our releaſe, and every 
bleſſing. We have redemption through 
his blood, and all the promiſes of the go- 
Jet are yea and amen in him. We are 
ought with a price, and are a purchaſed 
Poſſeſſion ; and ſo are all the bleſſings 
we enjoy which were forfeited by ſin. 
And if we conſider it with reſpect 7o 
us, we labour under the uncaſy preſſure 
of our own guilt, and fears of the di- 
vine wrath : We feel ſtrong convictions 
of ſin, and challenges of our own mind: 
We are made ſenſible of our weakneſs 
and of our deſert, and ſtand ſelf-con- 
demned before God. But the righteouſ- 
neſs and ſatisfaction of Chriſt, the pro- 
pitiation of his blood, and reconciliation 
for ſin; is the ground of our ſupport and 
relief. Tho' I am unworthy, he is 
« worthy: Tho' I haye deſerved death 
« and ruin, he has atoned and made a- 
« mends: I find a great deal amiſs in all 
« I do, and ain burthened with the ſenſe 
« of my imperfections: I have highly of. 
« fended and provoked his diſpleaſure by 
« many inſtances of negle& and diſobe- 
E dience; but he has offered a perfect 
4 lacrifice, 
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« facrifice, and rendered God reconcile- 
& able to ſinners, ” Guilt naturally raiſes 
fear, and ſtrikes the mind with dread : 
This makes us, like our firſt parents, Hide 
ourſelues from the preſence of the Lord; 
and When we think of him we are a- 
fraid ; but the righteouſneſs of the Re- 
deemer is the ground of our confidence 
towards God, and of all our claims and 
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plea with him; We have boldneſs and Eph. iii. 


acceſs with confidence by the faith of him. 
« TIfcar the ſight of an offended God; but 
ce how amiable is a reconciled God, and 
« a gracious father and friend ! I deſerve 
© not the meaneſt mercy at his hand; but 
« he has merited the greateſt bleſſings : 
1 1 _ — of my own; have 20 

ice; but he has purchaſed 
ge — 'bleth ing, and makes a gracious 
« offer of them. 

F. 2. As it reſpects righteouſneſs in 
4s, or holineſs and ſanctification: And 
the conſequence and value of this will 
appear from a double conſideration too. 

I. From the nature of the goſpel righ- 
teouſneſs; or true holineſs and ſanctifi- 
cation. At the ſame time we fell from 
the dignity and glory of our original 
ſtate, we fell under the guilt and pollu- 
tion of ſin; and our unrighteouſneſs is 
the diſeaſe, as well as the crime of our 
_ nature; | Holineſs is the renovation” of 
A I 339145 err J - our 
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1 our nature, or the mage of God reſtored 
1 to our ſouls: Tis the divine nature of 
which we arc made partakers, or our 
conformity and likeneſs to God; for we 
. are holy, as he is holy. This is the ori- 
ginal excellency and glory of our nature: 
Our righteouſneſs is a reſemblance of 
innocence, and ſomething like what we 
were in our primitive ſtate, in propor- 
tion to the meaſures and degrees of it. 
And by the power of divine grace, per- 
haps in the inſtant of our diſſolution, we 
ſhall be made perfectly free from every 
remainder of fin, and perfect in holineſs, 
according to the capacity of our nature : 
For he will preſent the church a glori- 
Eph. v. zy Ous church, not having ſpot or wrinkle, 
or any ſuch thing, but that it ſhould be 
holy and without blemiſh. And he will 
preſent every ſanctified ſoul faultleſs be- 
fore the preſence of his glory with exceed- 
_ _ ing joy: They will waſh their robes and 
14. make them white in the blood of the lamb. 
And this renders us meet for heaven, 
and capable of the enjoyment of God 
hereafter. Heaven is a ſtate of perfect 
_ _, purity, and nothing enters into the new 
7 Feruſalem which defileth. God, the object 
of our happineſs, is infinitely pure ; the 
ſociety and employment of the bleſſed are 
perfectly pure: Holineſs is the natural 
qualification for heaven, or the 8 

ne 
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[neſs of the ſubject to a ſtate of bleſſed- 


nels; and, without this, tis as impoſſible 
to bc happy in heaven, as 'tis to be ad- 
mitted into it, An unrighteous ſoul 
would be uncaſy in the ſcat and center 
of bleſſedneſs; uncaly to itſelf, and to 
all about him; for there would be no- 
thing ſuitable to his nature, or capable 
of proper gratifications. His prevailing 
intereſts and inclinations would remain 
unſatisfied, and be continually oppoſed. 
This would raiſe his mind to a fixed a- 
verſion, and be a conſtant ſpring of un- 
eaſineſs: He would be miſerable from 
himſelf, in the midſt of all the glories 
of heaven, and with all the materials of 
happineſs round about him. 

2. The zeceſſity of it to an intereſt in 
him, and the full benefit of his righteouſ- 
neſs. This is required of every one, and 
abſolutely neceſſary in its place; . e. 
'Tis neceſſary as a means of intereſt, by 
the gracious conſtitution of the goſpel. 
The firſt ſaving effectual conſent to the 
goſpel covenant, brings us into a vital 
relation to Chriſt, or into a covenant 
ſtate; and gives an actual intereſt in all 
the bleſſings of it: and the after · fruits 
of faith, =" the proper effects of it, arc 
neceſſary to the full benefit and final ad- 
vantage of it. This is the great law of 
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the goſpel; He who believeth ſhall beg 


F f 4 ſaved; 
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LIM ſaved, and he who believeth not ſhall be 
Gal. il. 16. 4@mned. So we arc juſtified by faith; 
and believe in Chriſt that we may be ju- 

ftified by the faith of Chriſt. Our Lord 
Mat.v.20. tells his diſciples; Except your righteonſ- 
neſs exceed the righteouſneſs of the Scribes 

and Phariſees, ye ſhall in no caſe enter 

into the kingdom of heaven; i. c. Be a 

real internal vital thing; not merely ex- 

ternal and formal. And we muſt be 
faithful to death, that we may be crown- 

ed; and overcome, that we may inherit. 
Me muſt be ſanctiſied as well as ju- 
ſtified, in the name of the Lord Jeſus ; 

and by the ſpirit of our Gd: The work 

of the ſpirit in ſanctification is neceſſary 

in its place, as well as the blood of 
Chriſt; tho' notiin the ſame place; and 

unleſs we are made inherently rightcous, 

we cannot have the ſaving benefit of his 
meritorious righteouſneſs. The unrigh- 

tcous and unholy, while they continue 

ſuch, are uncapable of an intereſt in his 

death, and will be finally rejected and 
diſowned. This is the inviolable law of 
heaven; irrevocably fixed, and never diſ- 
ſpenced with; for 'tis founded on the 
nature of God, and the reaſon of things, 

as well as in expreſs appointment; that 

_ "Ms without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the 
Lord. And of how great importance 

mult it be, that he is the Lord our righ- 

{1 feouſneſs 


Meſſiab, Our Righteouſneſs. 441 


teouſneſs, in both reſpects; that our righ- 
teouſneſs is from him, as well as his 
rightcouſneſs is made ours. I proceed, 


III. To apply it to two ſorts of per- 
ſons: | 

F. 1. To the unrighteous, or thoſe who 
have not an intereſt in Chriſt, who is 
the Lord our righteouſneſs; in two words 
of Exhortation. 

Exh. 1. Be ſenſible of the need of 
his rightcouſneſs and performance. Con- 
ſider the miſery of an unrighteous ſtate: 

We are naturally ungoaly, and while we 

are without the ſaving knowledge of 
Chriſt, we have no hope, and are with- 

out God in the world. In this ſtate we 

are under a forfeiture of the divine fa- 

your, and all title to any bleſſing. He 

who hath the ſon, hath life; and he who , Joh. v. 
hath not the ſon, hath not life. Yea, we 1% 
lye under the divine wrath, and are lia- 


* u wn WW „ 


$ ble to all the terrible effects of it. God 
1 is the enemy of every chriſtleſs ſoul, and 
f hell will be their portion for ever: He 


1 * 


who believeth not, the wrath of God abi. Joh. iii, 

deth on him. There muſt be an honoura- 36. 

ble amends made to the divine pertec- 

tions and government, for the diſhonour 

and contempt thrown upon them by our 

apoſtacy ; and ſomething to ſatisfy the 

injured Majeſty of heaven, and atone for 
g thy 


Err. 
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thy heinous guilt. God will not ſhew 

mercy to apoſtate rebels, but upon a va- 

luable conſideration, and in a way wor- 
thy of himſelf. He will not wrong him- 
ſelf, to ſhew thee kindneſs; or injure 
any other of his glorious perfections, to 
exerciſe his mercy in thy favour : He 
will not leſſen himſelf, by his condeſcen- 
tion towards his creatures. And where 
will you find an cqual amends? If you 
ranſack the whole creation, and ſearch 
and ſift it to the bottom; where will you 
find a proper atonement ? If you ſet your 
invention on the rack, and ſtretch all rhe 
powers of nature, and do the utmoſt you 
are capable of doing; the moſt coſtly 
ſacrifice and laborious ſervice, are vain 
and incompetent for ſuch a purpoſe: Our 
guilt and imperfection would ſpoilthe va- 
lue of it all. Thoſe moving expoſtulations 
of the prophet may be applied to this 
caſe; Wherewithal ſball I come before 
Mic. vi. the Lord, and bow my ſelf to the moſt 
© 7* highGod? Shall I come before him with 
burnt-offerings, with calues of a year old? 
Will the Lord be pleaſed with thouſands 
of rams, or ten thouſ! — "ogy te of 

_ - Shall I give my ht 

ſpreſſion, — the — dy fo 

_ of my ſoul ? If thou "Iruſteſ to 

= creature, thou leaneſt on a broken 

read, which will pierce thy ſoul, > 
ben 
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bend and break under thy weight: It 
will prove a weak and ſandy foundation, 
on which to build thy faith and hope of 
divine acceptance and eternal life; and 
when the winds and waves ſhall ariſe 
and beat upon it, it will fall flat to the 
ground, and leave thee naked and ex- 
poſed in the greateſt extremity of thy 
ſoul. 

Only the righteouſneſs of the Redeem- 
cr is ſuitable to the caſe and ſufficient 
for the purpoſe; 1. e. to anſwer the de- 
mands of juſtice, and ſatisfy for the of- 
fence of ſin. And this is propoſed to 


the faith of all where the goſpel comes: 


It may be yours as well as any others, 
upon the gracious terms of the goſpel: 
Take off your truſt from other things, and 
place and fix it here: Fly for refuge to 
the hope which is ſet before you: Venture 
your ſouls upon this fingle bottom as 
your only refuge and hope. 

Exh. 2. Seek righteouſneſs from him; 
and to be made truly righteous, as well 
as to have the benefit of his righteouſ- 
neſs. Tis his proper office as the Lord 
our righteouſneſs, to make ſinners righ- 
teous, and form the ſouls of men into 
his own likeneſs. He is made of God 
to us both righteouſneſs and ſantiifica- 
tion; and we are juſtified and ſanitified 
by his name and ſpirit ; and created in 

Chriſt 
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Chriſt Feſus unto good works, Look to 


him for ſanctification and holineſs; to 
implant the ſced of grace, and begin a 
good work, by due attendance upon ap- 
pointed means, and yielding to the ope- 
rations of his ſpirit. Look to him as 
the author, as well as the object and fi- 
niſher of your faith. Beg the ſanctify- 
ing influence of the bleſſed ſpirit, with 
all the means of grace, that faith may 
come by hearing of the word, and it may 
be given to you to believe; and you may 
be lavingly renewed and ſant7ified whol- 
545. Look to him as an Head of vital in- 
fluence, who not only had the ſpirit with- 
out meaſure himſelf, but communicates 
it in proper meaſures to all his members. 
We muſt be made righteous our ſelves, 
or we ſhall be never the better for his 
x Job. ii. Tighteouſneſs. In this ſenſe, He who doth 

7-> righteouſneſs is Tighteous. 
F. 2. To thoſe who arc made righte- 
ous: In two words; | 
Exh. 1. Uſe his righteouſneſs to its 
proper purpoſes. Place your truſt in it 
as the only ſatisfying and meriting righte- 
ouſneſs, which was capable of making 
an atonement for ſin, and putchaſe of 
_ bleſſings. Other things may be the ob- 
ject of your love, this only muſt be 
the object of your faith. We muſt I 
have no confidence in the fleſb; i. jr 
” = < I of | — 
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the greateſt external privilege, or the 
beſt external performance: And other 


which is laid which is Feſus Chriſt. What 


is regularly built upon this foundation 
will abide the greateſt trial, and nothing 


can prevail againſt it: F any man's work _ 


abide, which he hath built thereupon ; be 
ſhall receive à reward. Apply to this 
rightcouſneſs under all the trouble of 
your ſpirit from a ſenſe of guilt, and fear 
of wrath; under all the challenges of con- 
ſcience, and accuſations of the Devil; 
under the higheſt apprehenſions of im- 
perfection and unworthineſs; when the 
greateſt afflictions meet together, and 
thou art plunged in the depths of diſtrels; 
look to the righteouſneſs of the Redeemer 
as the great relief of adiſtreſleg conſcience, 
and able to compoſe and ſatisfy a ruffled 
and jealous mind; to ſuſtain a weak and 
feeble faith, and revive a ſinking and 
drooping hope. Plead it with God for 
every purpoſe ; for pardon. of every ſin, 


and all the bleſſings of his purchaſe; for 


the acceptance of duty, and a title to the 
heavenly glory. Deſire to be found in 
him at laſt, and to find mercy at the great 
day for his ſake, We muſt appear be- 
fore God in every duty, and appear be- 


fore him at the great day, intereſted in 


Chriſt, and in his righteouſneſs, in ordet to 
Exh. 2. 
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foundation can no man lay, then that i Cor. t. 


11. 


+. 
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Exh. 2. Keep your own righteouſneſs 
in its proper place. We muſt not con- 
ſider it as ſatisfactory and meritorious, 
or a ground of our confidence and truſt 
in that reſpect; for this is the proper of. 
fice of his righteouſneſs, and in which 
we can bear no part; but we muſt con- 
ſider it as a neceſſary means of intereſt 
in Chriſt by the goſpel appointment, 
and in the benefits of his purchaſe. Tis 


the reſtoring the diſorders of faln nature, 


and recovering the true excellency of it; 
and rendering us ſuitable objects of di- 
vine favour, and capable of final bleſ- 
fedneſs. *Tis of great uſe and excellen- 
cy in its proper place, and we muſt be 
always careful to keep it there. And 
as we ſhould be always humble under 
the ſenſe of great defects, ſo we ſhould 
be exceeding thankful and ſenſible of 
the mercy of being truly ſanctificd; as 
what will both ſupport and evidence 
our pretenſions and claims. And here 
is room for daily improvement and great- 
er increaſe, under all the means of 


grace, as long as we live; and it ſhould 


be our conſtant aim and endeavour to be 
further partakers of his holineſs; and to 


be perfeeing holineſs in the fear of God. 


. 


SER, 


— 
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5 The TIME of Mtsstan's 


APPEARANCE. 


menen 


Dan. ix. 26. 


And after threeſcore and two weeks ſball 
rr an be cut off ; but not for him- 
elf. | 


HAVE before conſidered 
the repreſentations of the 
Meſliah, which relate to 

his Nature, and Tribe, 

and Family; I am now 
to conſider, that which 
relates to the Time of 
his appearance and ſuffering, in this re- 
markable prophecy : Which is hete in- 
| E troduced 
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troduced with great ſoleminty, anſwera- 
bly to the extraordinary weight and im- 
v. 23. Portance of it. Daniel was praying and 
e his ſin, and the ſin of his peo- 
ple; and preſenting his ſupplication be. 
fore the Lord his God, for the holy moun- 
tain of his God. He was concerned for 
the welfare of the church of God, under 
the preſent captivity ; tho' he himſelf was 
favoured and advanced. Our own caſe 
and proſperity Foe not make us forget 
the aflictions of Foſeph: We ſhould pre- 
fer alen to a chief” joy. The = 
per concern, which every good man ought 
to have for the diſtreſſes of the church; 
is prayer and confeſſion of ſin. The ef- 
fect was remarkable, and anſwerable to 
this deep concern: Tea, while I was 
1 ſpraing in 77 even the man Ga- 
" briel, whom I had ſeen in the viſion at 
the beginning ; being cauſed to fly ſwift, 
touched me about the time of the even- 
ing oblation. God makes uſe of the mi- 
niſtry of Angels in the affairs of the 
church, as well as in his providence and 
government of the world. Gabriel had ap- 
peared to Daniel before, and made him 
Cha. viii. 4p derſtand the viſion. It was Gabriel, 
19, 7. who appeared to Zacharias, and to the 
virgin Mary, to bring the glad tidings, 
both of Johns and of the Meſſiah's 
birth: 7 am Gabriel, who ſtand in the 
| | preſence 
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2 of God: The Angel of his pre- Luk. Lig. 
ſence, who ſtands ready to receive his 
cod Gabriel was immediately diſ- 
patched; and cauſed to fly ſwift for grea- 
ter haſte ; and touched him at the 7:me of 
the evening oblation, which was the time 
when Chriſt ſuffered, and made our ſacri- 
fices acceptable to God. And he informed 
= talked with me, and ſaid, I am now «2; 
prth to give thee $ Il and under- 
Naw ng: He had commiſſion to acquaint 
him wich the time and manner of the 
Meſſiah's appearance. See the power of 
prayer with God: Danzel prayed for de- 
liverance of his people from their capti- 
vity; and God anſwered him with a glo- 
rious diſcovery of his will concerning 
the future ſtate of the church; and did 
* then he asked of him: The effec- 
Au of a righteous man 
— th much. And this was while he 
, and at the of his 2 
ſupplication: Such a regard God ſhews to 
the prayer of the faithful and beloyed : 
He hears his people while they are ſpeak- m: kv. 
ing. Daniel had this ſingular favour to 
have a principal Angel immediately diſ- 
patched upon the beginning of his ſup- 
plication, and while he was ſpeaking. 
The revelation which was made to him 
was anſwerable to this ſolemn prepara- 
4 FE: 
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tion, in the following verſes, 24—27. 
In the handling of it I ſhall, 


Ty 


I. Conſider the title here given him : 
The Meſſiah. 


Il. The remarkable things which arc 
ſpoken of him under this character. 
And then apply them. 


I. I ſhall conſider the title here given 
him: The Me//iah. The word in its 
original is hebrew, and comes from the 
verb MWD, which ſignifies to anoint with 
oil; from thence comes the noun * Meſ- 
lab which ſignifies, anointed, or one on 
whom oil — been poured, *Tis ren- 
dered by the Lxx throughout the old 
teſtament Xe:5@, or Chriſt z and accor- 
dingly we find that one of theſe is made 
the interpretation of the other, and they 
are promiſcuouſly uſed for one another: 

Joh.i. 41. We e which is be- 
iv. 25. ing interpreted the Chriſt: And I know 
the Meſſiah cometh w is called Chriſt. 
This ſignification of the word has relati- 

on tothe cuſtom under the law, of anoint- 

ing perſons to a ſolemn office; Prieſts 


* Vide Buxtort Lexi. Cald. Tam. in verb. Metab; 
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and Kings, and Prophets were ſet apart 

to their ofſice by this rite of pouring oil 

upon their heads. So tis faid of the 

high ptieſt under the law, in the order of 
conſecration, or the jewzſh rubrick : Thon 

ſhalt take of the, anvinting oil, aud pour Ex0d. 
it upon his head and anoimt him. And wap 
Samuel anointed Saul, King of 1/7ael: 

And Samuel took the vial of oil and: Sam, x. 
it upon his hrud, and ſaid, I it 

not becanſe the Lord hath anointed thee 

to be raptdin over his inheritance: And 
Kings are oftegrcalled in the language of 

the old teſtament, the Lord's aniointed. 

And we read of Elijah's ord — to anoint 
Eliſha to be a p 2 And Eliſha, be 
15 of ee, alt thou anvint th by 1 Kings 
in thy toom; and fo ſomt un- M. 6. 
9 — "that paſſage ; Touch not mint 
wnoitted, and do my prophets no hari: Pil. cv; 
His being Meſſiah; or the anointed, ac . 
cotding to this account, muſt ſignify in 

the general, his being "ſet apart to his 
office; or ſeparation to his pectiliar work. 
The moſt direct and comprehenſive cha- 
tacter of his office is that of a Mediatony, 

ot middle perſon between God and man 5 

who is to tratifact between thetti bork;, 

and to reconcile both together. The 
Meſſiah of the old teſtament, is the Me- 


JdGatsur of the new: Ther? ir one Gad 1 Tim. it 


#14 one Mechintour between God and men; Jo 
Gg 2 the 
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tze man Chriſt Jeſus. And he is the 
Heb. xii. Mediatour of the new covenant. The 
particular branches of this general office, 
are fitly reduc'd to thoſe of a prophet, 
prieſt and king; which exactly anſwer 
to thoſe offices under the law, to which 
they were anointed ; and of which we 


i forxegoing Diſcourſes. 
His anointing to his office, muſt be un- 
derſtood by analogy to the anointings un- 
der the law, and to ſignify the ſeveral 
purpoſes for which it was applied in the 
reſpective offices in which it was uſed ; we 
may Conceive it to mean four things. 
1. Chooſmg him out and pitching up- 
on him as a proper perſon; as Aaron 
and his family were choſen out to be 
kigh-prieſts, and Saul was choſen out of 
all the tribes to be the king of 1/rael. 
The ſcripture leads us to conceive of it 
in this manner: The world lay in ruin 
under a ſentence of condemnation, and 
liable to everlaſting deſtruction : Allibe 
world was guilty before God, or obnoxi- 
ous to judgment. The offendedalmigh- 
ty entertained thoughts of mercy to the 
miſerable world, when he might have 
ſuffer d it to fink and periſh ; he caſt a- 
bout as it were in his mind, what to do; 
in what manner to act, and by whoſe a- 
3 and means. The whole creation 


Wa 


Rom. iii. 
18. 
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was puzled at the difficulty ; all the an- 
gels were at a loſs, there was none to 
ſuggeſt a thought, or point out the way; 
'twas above the contrivance of the bright- 
eſt intelligence, and the reach of the 
moſt exalted thought. We may apply 
the words of the prophet to this caſc ; 
And he ſaw and there was no man, ang ll. * 
he wondered that there was no interceſ- 
ſour. I looked, and there was none to — lxiii. ;. 
help, aud I wonder'd that there was none 
to uphold : There was no eye to pity, or 
any arm to help. In this extremity of 
the caſe, the mercifut being himſelf in- 
terpos d, and found out a way of reco- 
very, and pitched upon the proper means 
of it: Then he is gracious unto him, job. æxxil 

and ſaith, deliver him from going down 24. 

into the pit; Theve ne om ; or 
'in == words of the prophet; His own 


ht ſalvation. He pitch'd upon 
| . 2 in his eternal counſels, and 
choſe him as the proper perſon for this. 
deſign. So the prophet repreſents it; 


hold, my Iſai.xlii. i. 


nd 4 


Behold my ſervant my I 
elect, in whom my highteth : 
Which is render'd by — a coile, after 
the Lxx; Behold my ſervant Chee? have Matt. xii. 
choſen.” He was God's choſen ſervant ** 
who miniſtred to him in the work of our 
| redemptions and the apoſtle ſpeaks of his 

. . 
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oun 2 and grace which was given 
— bus in C 't before the world began. 

2. It ſignifies his endowments and 
qualification, for the diſcharge of this 
work. The anointing of the high prieſt 
was not a mere external ſolemnity; but 
attended with proper gifts and graces, 
for the exerciſe of his office; and tis 
expreſly ſaid of Saul, when he was a- 
nointed king, that the ſpirit of the lord 

x Sam x 6came upon him, and that he propheſied, 
and was turned inte another Man, 

God gave him another heart: i. e. A 

ſpirit of wiſdom and government, to 

manage and conduct affairs of ſtate. We 
read of the Meſſiah in this ſenſe ; That 
the ſpirit of the Lord was upon him, 
Tai. iat. . 2% Was anginted to preach good tidings. 
Joh. il. 34 And the evangeliſt lays, God gave not 
= ** rhe ſpirit by meaſure to him : He had an 
 unmeaſurable degree of the divine ſpirit, 
and God anointed him with the oil of 

fed. "my — fn above all the 
ek of of God. 
(us of Nazareth 
wth. the 2 and with. power. 
He — — the fulneſ F all grace, and all 


the abs rao of wiſdem. and knowledge 
are 


hid in bim: The ſpirit of Godreſted | 
upon him in all its fulneſs and power. 
He was the only qualified perſon for 
this great work, * the tenderneſs 
and 


SS 


pour d 


T have holden to ſubdue nations by him. 
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and pity of the humane nature; and 
the ſtrength and ability of the divine; 
who was fit to take care of the ſalvation 
of men, and ſecure the rights of the deity, 
who was furniſh'd for every part of his 
undertaking, and equal to all the difhcul- 
tics of it. He is able to ſave to the utter- 
moſt, and perfect what he has begun. In 
this ſenſe, good men are God's anointed, 
and are ſaid to have an unction from the 
holy one, and to know all things: And 
the anoint ing which they have receiv'd i. Joh. it 
abideth wich them; and the ſame anoint- 20. 
ing teacheth them all things. i. e. The 27. 
ſanctify ing and enlightening influences of 
o divine ſpirit in true belicyers. - 

It ſignifies his conſecration and de- 
dicktion to it. By pouring the anoint- 


ing oil on the head of the high-pricſt, he 


became devoted to that folemn ſervice, 

and ſet apart from every common ufc. 

Tis ſaid, After the anointing oil was 
Aaron's head, and the heads 

of hig ſons, that the prieſts office ſhall be . 
theirs, for a perpetual ſtatute ; and thou xxix. 9. 


ſhalt conſecrate Aaron and his fons. And 
Cyrus was God's anointed, as he was cho- 


ſen out and inted to an extraordi- 


nary purpoſe ae ſaith the Lord to ili. xlr. ↄ 


his anointed, to Cyrus, whoſe right hands 


80 the Meſſiah is conſecrated to the office 
Gg 4 of 
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it of mediatour, and devoted to this ſacred 
| Wh ©  . ſervice... His anointing marks him out, 
15 and diſtinguiſnes him from all others, 
bal and imports his ſolemn appointment to 
an extraordinary purpoſe. The prophet 
Iai.Ixi.1. ſays, He is anointed to preach good ti- 
Ty to the meek, and bind up the broken 
eart. And the apoſtle ſays in this 
ſcale, that Chriſt g/orified not bim "—_— If to 
be made an high-prieft ; but he w y_u 

Heb. v. 5. 40 him ; T hou art my ſon, this day 
'1 begotten thee. As he ſaith alſo in in ana- 
ther place ; Thou art à prieſt for ever af- 
ter the order of Melchizedeck. And he 
uſes this very expreſſion ; But the word 
. 28. F the oath which was ſince the law, 
maketh the Jon, 1. ts conſecrated for 

eUErmore.., 

4. Actual couture and commiſſion. 
Anointing gave them power to act, and 
was their ſolemn inveſtiture into all the 
parts of their reſpective office. The great 
Meſſiah is inveſted in his mediatorial 

office, and has actual commiſſion and 
full authority from heaven, to diſcharge 
all. the parts of his proper office. He is 
entruſted with the entire concern of our 
recovery, and with the whole care of the 
divine glory, in the fal'n world. God 
has repos'd all in his hands, and left the 
whole direction to him. He is under the 
preſent diſpenſation of the divine grew, 


\ ai th. a. / ti i be, A a ant 


1 
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ore and underſtand, that from the 
0 of the — mals man 25 8 
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all in all. God's anointing him, not only 
_— that the ſpirit of the Lord was Colokii. 
Him, but that he has ſent him to 2. 
ind up the broken in heart, or actually 
employ d him in his ſaving deſign. In this 
ſenſe he is often repreſented as ſent by God, 
and him hath God the father ſealed; gi- Joh.vi.27. 
ven him full powers to act, and ſet his 
ſeal to his commiſſion. He has given 
him all power in heaven and earth, and 
made him univerſal Lord and King, as 
well as head of the body his church : 
And given him power over all fleſh, 
to give eternal life to as many as believe 
on him. 


Joh. a. 


II. I am next to e the remarł- 
able things which arę propheſied of him 
under this character. This is one of the 
moſt remarkable prophecies of the Meſſi- 
ah in all the old teſtament, and becauſe 
it has conſiderable difficulty in it, it will 
require to be conſider d and attended to 
with the greater care. I ſhall repreſent 
it diſtinctly in its ſeveral parts. 

I. His coming is foretold. Know there- 


Jeruſalem ; unto Meſſiah the prince. i. e. 


To his appearance in the world, and en- 


tcring upon his publick miniſtry 5 to the 
exerciſe of his proper affice as Meſſiah, 


and 


The TI ME of 
and appcaring in that character among 
men. So he is called in the new teſta- 
n ment, in alluſion to this prophecy, Chrif 

the King. The Jews always underſtood 
it in this ſenſe : This was the great ſub. 
jet of the prophecics of the old teſta. 
ment, and the great matter of their faith 
and expectation. They lived in the firm 
perſwaſion of his coming and appcarance; 
and they ſtill keep up the expectation, 
notwithſtanding the plain marks of the 
Meſſiah, and all the ſigns of his appea- 
rance, were fulfilled in him. This branch 
of the prophecy was fulfilled, when the 
VE word was made fleſh, and dwelt gong 
) 1. 1, and he was made manifeſt unto Iſtae 
Cal. ir. 4. and in the fulneſs of time God ſent e 
bis ſon made of a woman, made under the 
lam, to redeemthem who were under the 
law. When he appeared as a publick 
teacher, and entered upon his mediato- 
rial office; firſt, in the miniſtry of John 
the Baptiſt, who was his forerunner, and 
prepared the wa „ of the Lord; and aſtet- 
ward in his own [ miniſtry, when 
hecame to his own, and his own received 
him not; and he came not to ben 
Matt, Lo, but to miniſter; to reveal the will 
xxviii, of God to men, and dye a facrifice for 


20. in: After the 
or 00- 


2. His death is foretold: 
26. dame and two weeke Maſbab al be out 


off, 
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off, but not for himſelf. That is, he ſhall 
dye a violent death as a criminal and 
malefactour, in a judicial way, and by 
ſentence of law; and be publickly cxe- 
cuted, tho' he was himſelf innocent, 
and had no crime. He ſhall be offer'd 
up as a ſacrifice for others ſins, tho he 
had none of his own, and anſwer the 
truc deſign of the legal ſacrifices, and 
all the types and figures of the law 7 
Here was a molt plain and expreſs teſti- 
mony to the ſufferings of the Meſſiah, 
as there is alſo in Jai. liii. Notwith- 
ſtanding the Fews vainly expected a tem- 
poral prince, and out ward grandeur; and 
were offended at his meanneſs and ſuffer- 
ing. This was fulfilled when he was ar- 


raign d by the Fews, and condemn d by 


Pontius Pilate, not wiſtanding the te- 
ſtimony he gave to his innocence; and 
was actually crucified between two thieves 
without the gates of Feruſalem. So he 
gave his life 4 ranſbm, and himſelf an 
offering and ſacrifice to Gad; and the a- 


olle 


+ Mr. Joſ. Mede underſtands it not only of cutting 
off from the land of the living by death; but from be- 
ing any longer a king or prieſt to that people, The 


dens who cut him of, by that act, ceaſed to be his 


eople, and no longer ſtood in a ſpecial relation to 

and he. reads the latter clauſe ; And thry ſball 
be none of bis people, Book iii. DanieÞs Weeks. - T'he 
Original 15 Ni may be render'd either; Not for bin- 
ſelf, or Net à people to bim. 
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poſtle particularly ſays; He gave him. 
ſelf for our ſins, and bore our ſins in his 
' own body on the tree; and in this reſpe& 
there was an obſervable difference be- 
tween him and the legal pricſts, for he 
meeded not as thoſe high prieſts, to offer 
Heb. vii, #Þ ſacrifice firſt for his own ſms, and then 
27; for the peoples, for this he did once when 

he offer d up himſplf. 
3. The efetts of kis death, or the 
remarkable events which were to at- 
tend it. I ſhall give a ſhort accoun 
.of the ſeveral inſtances. , 
With reſpe& to ſm; there are three 
ſeveral words uſed, to finiſh tranſpreſſi 
on, make an end of ſin, and make re- 
conciliation for iniquity. Here are all 
the words uſed to ſignify every kind 
of ſin; tranſgreſſion, ſin, iniquity : and 
here are all the wordsjwhich reſpect his 
office towards it, to finiſh, make an end 
and reconcile. He finiſhd tranſpreſſ- 
n, or reſtrain'd and put a ſtop to it. 
He ſet up a ſtandard againſt the flood of 
#ngodlmeſs, and preyentcd its overflow- 


— pon 

+ Mr. Med underſtands it of the Jews _ 
the meaſure of their iniquity in rejecting Chriſt, whi 
would bring terrible judgments and utter rejection up- 
on them. bid. „n . 
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ing the world ſo univerſally, by the effi- 8 
cacy of his doctrine and power of his 
grace. He was to ſubdue iniquity, and 
give a check to the reign and progreſs 
of it in the wotld, and in the fouls of 
men. This was the import and reaſon 
of the name eſis, that he ſhould ſave 
| his people from their ſinsz and he gave 
himſelf for us to redeem us from all ini- . 27. 
quity, and purify to himſelf a peculiar peo- Tit i = 
ple: And the ſon of God was manifeſt to de- 
ſtroy the works of the Devil, ha Auen, i. e. 1 Job. ii. 
to looſe the bonds in which they were held, = 
and make them free from the ſervitude 
of ſin, and defeat the devils deſign of 
their ruin. He made an end of ſin; that 
is, he deliver'd them from the guilt and 
puniſhment of ſin by the ſacriſice of him- 
ſelf, or undergoing the puniſhment of it. 
* He was to take away the condemning 
guilt, as well as deſtroy the reigning 
power of ſin, and ſo he faketh away the 
en of the world; and for ſin m «ugpries 
| by a ſin offering, condemm d ſin in the fleſb. 
: He revers'd the condemning ſentence, 
and condemn'd that which condemnd 
| ; us 
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. * Mr. Mede includes the putting an.end to the ſin 
offering and legal ſacrifices, by the deftruttion of tte 
temple, as well as by the ſacrifice of Chriſt, 
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us. In this ſenſe he was made a curſe 

Gal. ii. 13 for us, ſuffered the threatned curſe, 10 

redeem us from the curſe, and. bore our 

1 Pet. fi. ng in his own body on the tree: i. e. 

2. ſufferd the puniſhment due to them, and 

neceſſary to make atonement for them. 

And then he made reconciliation for ini- 

quity : By the expiation of his blood, 

and ſatisfaction for the offence of ſin; he 

render'd God teconcileable to finners, 

and difpos'd to favour, conſiſtently with 

the honour of his perfections and law. 

' He made up the angry difference and 

the wide breach between God and ſin- 

x Joh. i. a. ners; 4s he was the propitiation for our 

_— "7* (ins ; and made recontiliation for the ſins 

* 18. of the people: And God is in Chrift re. 
conciling the world to himſelf. 

With reſpe& to ee 3 he was 

to bring in an everlaſting righteouſneſs. 

This is to be underſtood, either of the 

perſonal righteouſneſs of the mediatour, 

which endureth for ever. His obedience 

and ſuffering in confotmiry to the law 


neſs which was capable of making a fa- 
tisfaction to God, and atonement for 
fin, which finiſbed and made an end of 
ſin, and made reconciliation for iniquity! 


In this ſenſe; he is repreſented by the 


prophet, as the Lord gur righteouſneſs, 
and in whom we have —— and 
| ſtrength: 


«a ak 7 A Rv ot a 


of mediation, was the only rightebuſ- 
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ſrength. So we find he not only did 
no ſin ; but fulfilled all ri — and 
is made of God unto us riehreouſueſs. Or 
elſe it muſt be underſtood of the righte- 
ouſneſs of faith, or the way of a ſinners 
juſtification by his blood; N - bs 
oſtle calls ho righteouſneſs 0 
faith and ſays * Aale, that e 6 
faith is . for righteouſneſs. He is i. 25. 
a propitiation thro faith in his blood : 
This is the ordain'd means of intereſt in 
the benefit of his righteouſneſs and blood. 
And this is an everlaſting righteouſneſs 
too, which he has brought in, or eſta- 
© bliſhed in the goſpel; for it will always 
; continue, and never be ſucceeded by any 
other, as the legal righteouſneſs was; 
: 750 therefore this is common to all, both 
; 7 and Gentiles ; for the 75 ighteouſ: 2 
Goa, wn is "Y 24 of — 
| „ 3s unto all, 
. |, or there is 75 ome, Het Te * 
_— in a way of religion by which 
we ſhould be juſtified, and in which we 
ſhould walk, in oppoſition to the ſenfe 
which the falſe teachers of the Fews put 
upon the legal diſpenſation. 
With reſpect to he was to 
eal up the viſion and prophecy. The word 
lighifics ro finiſh, as well as ſeal up, bar 
the ſcaling up of a writing, from whence 
the meraphor is taken, dr 
CE 
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force, and is the ſame thing with finiſh- 
ing it. The meaning is, that he ſhould 
accompliſh all the prophecies of the old 
teſtament, and compleat whatſoever was 
forctold concerning him. He put an 
end to all the prophecies concerning 
himſelf, by fulfilling, and bringing them 
to paſs. They all met exactly in him, 
and were all punctually fulfilled. The 
evangeliſt ſays, for all the prophets and 
Nat. xl. 13 he [aw propheſied until Fohn. This was 
the proper bound and period of prophe- 

cy concerning the Meſhiah ; thus far the 

law and the prophets reach, to the firſt 
beginning of his publick miniſtry by Jahn 

the Baptiſt, and the —_ up his king- 

dom in the world. er John was 

put into priſon, "Fe fire ET mto Galilee, 

Mark. i. Preaching the goſpel of the kingdom of God i 
15- and ſaymg, the time is fulfilled; andthe i 


kingdom of God. is at hand; i. e. The 
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laſt week of the ſixty two weeks is come; 


the preciſe time repreſented by the pro- 

phet Daniel. And the apoſtle ſays ; the 

- word was publiſt'd thro all Fudea, and 

AR. x. 37 "wh from Galilee, after the baptiſm 
ich John preached. 

With reſpect to bimſelf and the anoint- 
ing the moſt holy. The ſon of God in- 
carnate was the moſt holy perſon who 
ever livd: So the angel ſays, That hol 5 

Lak. 35. hing which * be born of thee, * 
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called the ſon of Cod: 76 d. And he is 
called by way of diſtinguiſhing eminence, 
The holy one of Cod, and the holy one and At it. 
the juſt ; and the holy child Feſus. And . = 
he was anointed, when he was ſeparated 
to his ſacred office, and endowed with 
an unmcalureable degree of the divine 
ſpirit, as every high prieſt was anointed 
to his office. So that this expreſſion 
ſeems to point out the preciſe time of his 
actual inveſtiture and entrance upon his 
publick miniſtry; which exactly agrees 
with the time afterwards mentioned. 
Wich reſpect to the goſpel-ſtate, tis 
ſaid, He ſball confirm the covenant with — 27+ 
many for one week; or rather, in one 
week. He ſhall eſtabliſh a new ſtate of 
things, which is repreſented by the new 
covenant in his blood ; and the better co- 
venant eſtabliſhed upon _ better promi 
ſes, of which, he is the Mediatour 224. u ng 19. 
Surety; And tis called the bringing in of @  - | 
better hope, or eſtabliſhing a better diſpen- 
ſation. And he ſettled the covenant of the 
goſpel with many; that is, with the great 
multitude which believed on him, both 
among the Jews and Gentiles, By Hs doc- 
rine, and miracles, and death, he confirms 
ed the new covenant, with all its promi · 
ſes, to the great numbers who were coe 
verted to the e chriſtian faith by his own © 
Dy and that of the Apoſtles, 
Auani! H h With 
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—27. With reſpect to the /aw, In the mid 
of the week, he ſhall cauſe the ſacrifice 
and oblation to ceaſe That is, he ſhall 
aboliſh that diſpenſation, as well as eſta- 
bliſh anew one. The ſacrifice and oblati- 
on were principal parts of the jewiſh Reli- 
gion, and are often put for the whole. He 
was to put an end tothe legal facrifice and 
offering, by the ſacrifice of himſelf; who 
Was the ſubſtance of all the former, and 
prefigured by them. They were proper- 
ly aboliſh'd by his doctrine and death, 
and of no further obligation and force; 
and were utterly taken away, at the de- 
ſtruction of the temple and city not long 
afterwards. So the Apoſtle ſays, He 
Col.i.14, botted out the hand writing of ordinan- 
ces, which was againſt us, and contrary 
to us and took it out of the way, nailing 
it to his croſs: It became like a cancelld 
doncd, of no further force. And in the 
Heb. viii. Epiſtle to the Hebrews, In that he ſaith 
13. à new covenant, he hath made the firſt 
old: Now that which decayeth and tax 
eth old, is ready to vane away. And 
K 53 when ſacrific ee and off: he would tit 
neither had any ric bay © J i. e. In 
the legal erte; — he prepared him 
a body, and He came to do fi ill: And 
ſo he raketh . that he may 
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Finally, with reſpect to Feru/alem, and 
the 2 of the ACE: Ti i ſaid, 7. 2 
0 the prince which ſball come 
Abe de _ and ſanttuary, me 
end thereof, ſhall be foes a Flood ; and 
unto the end of the war, deſolations are 
determined. And, For the overſpreading 
of abominations, he ſhall make it deſolate, - 
even until the conſummation ; and that 
determined, ſhall be poured upon the de- 
ſalate. boy ar eople of the Prince, who 27 
ſhall come 22 the city and ſanctu- 
ary, plainly points at the roman armies, 
which made the fourth Monarchy; and 
under the command of Titus, beſieged 
Jeruſalem; and deſtroyed the city and 
temple x. So the Evangeliſts ſpeaks of 
it, Ihen ye ſball ſee — oY ed Luk. u. 
with armies, then 4225 that the 257 
on of it is nigh. And, Their hon e 
unto them deſolate, and not a ſtone the 
lg 4 left upon another: And, they ſhall Matt. 
* the = of the ſword, and wo XXIV. 2. 
Tied away captive into all natious; and 
H * 2 Jeruſalem 


4a. £. r 


26. 


— — — 
* Mr. Joſ. Mede underſtards br t the people 7 tbe 
prince, and by him who maketh deſolate, or the deſola- 
tour, the Meſſiah by the roman armies, who were the 
inſtruments of his vengeance z as Grus was God's ſer- 
vant, and as *tis ſaid in the parable; He ſent his ar- 
mies and defiroy:d theſe Murderers ; and who were af- 
be bis gab ple. Matt. xxii. 7. And thinks 
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Luk. xxi. Jeruſalem ſhall be trodden down of the 
24+ Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles 
be fulfilled ; or in the Apoſtles expreſſion, 
Rom. xi. Till the fullneſs of the Gentiles be come 
25- in. Till the deſtruQtion of the roman 
Monarchy, and converſion of the jewiſh 
nation, to the chriſtian faith; when all 
25. Iſrael ſhall be ſaved, or converted to 
chriſtianity. And this is called rhe over- 
ſpreading of abomination, which ſhall 
make deſolate. i. e. The roman armies, 
who being idolatrous Gentiles, and march- 
ing under idolatrous Images in their en- 
ſigns, were an abomination to the Jews. 
Matte, So the Evangeliſt ſays, When ye there. 
xxiv. 15. fore ſball ſee the abomination 4 deſolation, 
ſpoken of by Daniel the prophet, ſtand in 

J# 


the hol e, i. e. The roman ſtandards 
placed upon the battlements of the out- 
ward wall; Then let him who is in Judea 
fly to the mountains: Plainly referring 
to this text; The abominable armies | 
making deſolate the holy city. Thepar- 
ticular relation of which is given by Fo- Þ 
 ſephus, who was himſelf a Jew, and pre- 
ſent in that dreadful calamity *. | 


4. Here 


I Joſephus s this prophecy of Daniel, concers- 
ing t A abe of — LY, L. X. 12. 
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4. Here is the time of it, or the period | 
fixed, in which all this was to come to pals. 
The exact time is foretold, of his appear- 
ance and death, and of all the great events, 
which were to attend it. And this is the 
great peculiarity of this prophecy, and 
the greateſt difficulty of it, This is re- 
preſented in the general by ſeventy weeks : 
Seventy weeks are determined upon thy 
people, and upon thy holy city: That is, 
For the continuance of thy people, to be 
the people of God, and Jeruſalem to be 
the holy city: They ſhall be no longer 
ſuch, after this period of time. The pe- 

culiarity of the people of the Jews ſhall 
ceaſe, and the goſpel ſtate by the Meſſiah, 
commence; and Jew and Gentile be ta- 
ken into the chriſtian Church. 

The ſeventy weeks, according to the 
prophetick ſtyle, means ſeventy weeks of 
years. As there were ſabbatical days 
among the Jews, in which their days 
were divided into weeks of days; ſo there 
were ſabbatical years, and their years 
were divided into weeks of years: And 
thou ſbalt number ſeven ſabbaths of years Ley, xxv, 
unto thee, ſeven times ſeven years; and 

Pas rug £ the ſeven ſabbaths of years, 
be unto thee forty and nine years. 
Tis is the clue and thread to underſtand 
this number; and ſo ſeventy WEEKS ac- 


cording to this computation, is ſeventy 
H h 5 | weeks 


Ezra. i. 


weeks of years, every one of the weeks 
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containing ſeven years, that is, ſeven 
timcs ſeventy years; which amounts in 
the whole, to four hundred and ninety 
years. 

The date of this period is to be reckon d, 
from the giving forth the command, to re. 
fore and build ſeruſalem, to the time of 
the cutting off the Meſſiah. This muſt be 
the ſpace of the ſeventy weeks, accord- 
ing to the expreſs characters of the pro- 
phecy. Concerning the giving forth of 
the command, there is a difference of 
opinion among learned men: The reaſon 
is, there were four ſeveral decrees given 
forth by the kings of Perſia, for the re- 
turn of the Jews, after their ſeventy years 
captivity z and for the building their city 
and temple: That by Cyrus in the firſt 
year of his reign, which was for buildin 
thehouſe of the Lord God of Iſrael, whic 
is in Jeruſalem: And that by Darius, 
which was for the work of the houſe of 
God, after an interruption was given to 
it. The third was by Artaxerxes, who 
was contemperary with Eliſbab the high 
prieſt, to Ezra in the ſeventh year of 
his reign, in which he not only gives him 
power to build the houſe of God; but 
ry the wiſdom of his God which is in 
bis hands, to ſet magiſtrates and judges 
which may judge all people 3 and to exe- 
py n cute 
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cute judgment upon them, who would not | 
dothe law of his God, and the law of the 26. 
king, The fourth was by the ſame Ar- 
taxerxes, in the twenticth 1 of his Neb. 8. © 
reign, to Nehemiah. 

Now if we ſettle the year of our Lord's 
death, which is the more certain period, 
and reckon backward four hundred and 
ninety years; we ſhall be guided to make 
a judgment, to which of thoſe commands 
the prophecy muſt refer. Our Lorddied 
in the year of the world, four thouſand 
ſeven hundred forty ſix: *, and in the 
reign of Tiberius the roman . emperor, 
the nineteenth. If we reckon from thence - 
backward to the decrce of Cyrus and 
Darins, it will exceed the number of 
years; for the one was five hundred ſixty 
cight, the other five hundred and fifty. 
It we reckon back to the laſt decree given 
by Artaxerxes, in the twenticth year of 
his reign, ro Nehemiah ; it will fall ſhort 
thirteen years of the time. But the decree 
given forth by Artaxerxes to Ezra, in the 
ſeventh year of his reign; whichwas tore- 
fore and build Jeruſalem. z.e. To ſettle the 
jewiſh ſtate,afterthe confuſionof the ſeven- 
ty years captivity; and reſtore their affairs 

Hh 4 mens 


* 
d 
on 


fers in Annalibus, ſub Anno, 4746. 


15 


2 


time of the jewiſh paſſover, which was 


Proper do + mea * 1 5 161 mention made 


— was not caſual i in the eaftetn countrics, where 


the grant of the requeſt, 


according to the law of Moſes, which 


ſuppoſes the litteral building of the city, 
and is the moſt ſubſtantial ſenſe of it; 


and which was the great reformation 


among the Jews: That was in the year 


of the world,” four thouſand two hun- 


dred fifty ſix; and in the jewiſh month 


Nzſan*. No the ſpace between theſe 
two, the giving forth this decree to Ezra, 


and the cutting off the Meſhah, was ex- 


actly four hundred and ninety years; or 
ſeventy weeks of years; and was at the 


in the month Niſun too. So that the 
time predicted by this oracle, bor d 


fulfilled in the event. 


But beſides this general ae the ſe- 
venty weeks, we find in the prophecy; a di- 
viſion ofthem into three ſeveral periods; ſe- 


ven weeks, and ſixty two weeks, and one 


week; and there were particular events 


4 
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e nee ſeems to be the ſame with Aha- 
= ws, in the book of Eber, and is ſo called by the 
XX. And this accounts for a peculiar expreſſion in 
25 ty 6. phe. n — ranted the ſecond decree to Ne- 
aid to me, tho Queen alſo ſitting 


ter reſerve” was thought fit; and is mentioned as 


mething extraordinary; becauſe very probably bein 
herſelf 0 Jew, ſhe favoured the deſign, and Hake - 
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of ſeven weeks, or forty nine years; in 
which the jewiſh ſtate was to be reſtored 


and reformed, and proper conſtitutions 
ſettled: The ſtreets were to be built, and 


the wall, or ditcheven in troubleous times. 
i, e. The city and temple ſnhould be built, 
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and the jewiſh polity reſtored; in the midſt 


of great oppoſition from Sanballat, the Fa- 


maritans, and other enemies. This was be- 


gun by Eæra, in the ſeventh year of Ar- 


taxerxes; and finiſhed by Nehemiah, by 


the decree in the twenticth year: This fills 
up the ſpace of forty nine years, or ſeven 


weeks; and there the ſcriptures of the old 


teſtament end. And then tis added, And 


three ſcore and two weeks the ſtreets ſball 


be built, and the wall; and after three- 


ſcore and two weeks, the Meſſiah: ſhall + 


be cut off: i. e. After the ſeven weeks for 
reſtoring and building the jewiſh ſtate, ir 
ſhall continue threeſcore and two weeks, 
before the coming of the Meſſiah; that 


is, four hundred thirty and four years, 


added to the ſeven weeks, or forty nine 


years; which makes together four hun- 


dred ſixty ſeven years: And this brings 


in the Meſſiah, and reaches to the end 
of his private life, or entrance upon his 
publick miniſtry. And then there is one : 


week, or ſeven years remaining: He 


ſball confirm the covenant with many, 


for one week ; and in the midſt of the 
; 1 2 Werk, 


. 
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week, he ſhall cauſe the oblation and. ſa. 
crifice to ceaſe : i. e. Confirm the golpel 
covenant, by the miniſtry of John the 
Baptiſt; and by his own miniſtry: The 
miniſtry of John continued two years 

Luk. iii. and a half, For the word of God came to 
** John, in the fifteenth year of Tiberius 
Czſar, the roman emperor. i, e. From 

his firſt reigning with Auguſtus. And 

then our Lord appeared publickly him. 

ſelf, for two years and a half more; and 
Cauſed the oblation and ſacrifice to ceaſe, 

by ſetting up the goſpel kingdom in the 

world, which was to be in the midſt of 

the week, or the half part of the week; 

and in the cloſe of this week, or ſeven i 

years, which was the end of the whole 
feventy weeks, he was cut off. And the 
deſtruction of the city and ſunctuary, and 

the overſpreading of abomination, to male 
deſolate, ſucceeded the ſeventy weeks, 
and was brought to paſs by the roman 
armies under Titus, about thirty years 
aftcr the cupiration of Daniels weeks *. 


III. I mall cloſe the ſabjet with ſome 
praffical remarks, 2 
** 1. We 
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r. We learn from hence, That Jeſus 
is the true Meſſiab, who was foretold 
by the prophets, and expected by the 
people of the Jews. All the characters 
of the Meſſiah particularly mentioned, 


agree to him, and were fulfilled in him. 
His nature, tribe, and family ; the great 
circumſtances of his appearance and death; 
the preciſe time ſo very particularly fore- 
told, and exactly fulfilled ; are undent- 
able arguments againſt the Fews, that 
Jeſus is the Chriſt, or he WhO was te. 
come. And whatſocver difference there 
is among the chriſtians, in accounting 
for the exact time; and even that is 


too; yet it was ſufficiently clear to ſup- 
port the faith of the pious Jews at that 
time, and to confirm the faith of chriſti- 
ans now ; which was the great deſign of 
it: And beyond all controverſy is long 
ago accompliſhed, in all the ways which 
have been taken to account for it, or 
which can be taken. This ſhews the 
unreaſonable prejudice of the Jews, and 
that blindneſs hath in part hapned to 
Ifrael; who rejected the true Meſſiah, 
whom they had ſo long expected: tho 
he came in the fuineſF of time, or the 
exact time fotetold in the prophets, ſo 
long before; and is perhaps, the greateſt 
inſtance of the power of prejudice, = 
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of an obſtinate mind; which cver was in 


the world. 
2. We learn the ſufficiency of the Re- 


deemer, for the work and office he has 


undertaken. He is the Chriſt of God; 
every way qualified for ſo great a purpoſe, 
and inveſted with full power for the diſ- 
charge of it. z. e. To inſtru the world 
in the knowledge of the divine will, to 
expiate ſin by his precious blood; and 
to manage the affairs, of his ſpiritual 


kingdom. 


Contemplate the glorious ſufficiency 
and furniture of the bleſſed Meſſiah, re- 


preſent him to your ſelves in all the ful- 
[neſs of glory, and characters of excellen- 


cy, which belong to him; with all the 


fitneſs and all the appointment to this i 


facred office, and important truſt. How | 
proper an object is he of our faith, for i 


all the purpoſes of his Mediation? How g 


ſafely may we venture all our intereſts in 
his hands, and truſt him with the care of 


our ſouls; who is the anointed ſavi- 


our? We may receive the revelations Þ 
of the will of God, from his mouth, who 
is the truth, and the faithful witneſs ; 


and depend upon the merit of his ſacrifice 


ſelves under his conduct and protection, 


and atonement, for ſatisfaction to God, 
and for ſaving bleſſings; and put our 


in 


— hed 1 
= 


— mi. — 5 ww Wo Wa 4* 


0 0 Ws 


Meſſals Appearance. : 477 


in all the tryals of life, in order to eternal 


ſalvation. 
z. We learn one great inſtanceof the 
divine mniſcience, or his foreknowledge 
of future events. We ſee the: greateſt 
events foretold in all the principal cir- 
cumſtances of them; the preciſe time of 
their accompliſnhment directly mentioned, 
not in obſcure and ambiguous, but in 
clear and certain, tho prophetick lan- 
age; and exactly verificd without the 
leaſt miſtake, or ſingle failure in the whole 
account, which yet conſiſts of ſo various 
parts. This is proper to the divine being, 
and a knowledge too wonderful for us; 
'Tis made an argument of divinity, and 
proper to him who know all things: 
Hence God is introduced by the prophets, 
challenging all the idols of the nations; 
Shew the things which are to come here - Iſai. xi. 
ter, that ur may know that ye are 23. 
ods. 
4. The certainty of the ſcripture \ 
— The ſcripture is confirm- 
ed by the accompliſhment of prophe- 
cies, as well as the atteſtation of mi- 
racles: We ſee in the old teſtament, a 
great variety of remarkable events particu- 


larly ſet forth, eſpecially, concerning the 


promiſed Meſſiah; which were all exact- 
ly fulfilled in the new. This is a plain 


evidence, that the ſcriptures are from 
God; 


fulfilling the divine word, in every other 


If the new teſtament be ſuch, ſo mult the 


The T I M E of 
God; and that both the teſtaments, were 
indited by the ſame ſpirit, in all the ſeve- 
ral writers of them: They give teſtimony 
this way to one another. The foretel- 
ling future events in the old teſtament, 
and the accompliſhment of them in the 
new; the frequent references in the new 
teſtament to the old, ſhew their mutual 
relation to one another; and the cqual 
authority of both. So that we may tru- 
ly argue either way; if the old teſtament 
is a divine revelation, and has ſufficient 
atteſtation; then ſo muſt the new teſta- 
ment be too: And on the other hand, 


old be too; for they not only exactly 
agree together, but conſtantly own and 
zefer to one another. 

And how ſafely may we depend upon 


inſtance? When we ſee the exact accom- 
pliſhment of ſo many great events, ſo 
Jong foretold; we may certainly con- 
<lude, that all the prophecies, which yet 
remain unaccompliſhed, concerning the 
<onverſion of the Jews, and enlarging 
the chriſtian church; its deliverancc 
from the power of its enemies, and the 
greater purity and proſperity of it; ſhall 
-all be fulfilled in the time mark'd out in 
'thedivinedecree. And for err 

n. 
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ſon, we may depend upon every graci- 
ous promiſe of God, the promiſes of ſa- 
ving grace, and needful ſuccour; for 
the ſame faithfulneſs of God, obliges to the 
one, as well as the other; and is the ſup- 
port and confirmation of our faith, in 
every word of promiſe, in the appointed 
time, and true intendent of it. 


SERMON. XVII 


m u nin 


_ Meſſiah, the Deſpreuf all Nation: 
weer eee 
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1 N Hagg. it. 6 es +5 3 "<1 —1 1 
67 enable Lede s; yet 
it is à little ile, Id e bd 
the beauens and the curtis and the 
ſes aud the dry. land ; and I wil}: ſoak: 
oo hrs and the Dee alt ns 
„ e 
132% 'V LEY: 

m HE prophet Haggai Was one 
ot of 1. three ters who 
| were: ſent the Vet after 
the captivity : T e wellig 
they were ſent upon was to 
Teprove- their wickedineſs and fea; 
and encourage the buildifis*6f the tem- 


ple, againfttheoppoſition d diltGurag . 
S a 3 1 2A ment 


* 
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ment it met with. And becauſe the plat- 
form of the temple they had laid, and 
the proſpect they had of it before them; 
was very mean, and unlike to the glory 
of the former temple built by Solomon ; 
he encourages them under this difficulty, 
in this remarkable prophecy of the Meſ- 
ſiah; whole appcarance and preſence in 
the remple, would derive a greater glory, 
and render it more honourable, than all 
the xiches and ſtate of the former tem- 
ple. 

The words are obſerved to be Me 
duced with the greateſt ſolemnity: There 
is five times in theſe four verſes, the 
nificent title of the Lord of hoſts; of 
which there is ſcarce another inſtance in 
all the ſcripture. He ſpeaks with an un- 
uſual appearance of ſtate and authority, 
to expreſs the great importance of the 
matter, and engage the greater attention 
and regard. In the hogs _ are two 


rw. n 


I "The: preparation and e of | 
the rn W in = 
World. I. . 


| UL The charaties — Arien of 
his perſon, 1 ſhall briefy conſidet 
both, and make ſome n re- 


6 we 
; "gg | The 


0 . 
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452 
; 1 1 The preparation and 6 of 


4 


Bis. appearance, Here we, may. conſider 
She thing it ſelf, and the Figcumpſtange 


- Of, ike wes) 
722114 The 95 it 3 is, the | ſhaking of 
 the-cheavens and tbe earth; the. ſea and 


- land, and all nations. The Hebrews have 
no ſingle word to expreſs the world, and 
therefore uſually deſcribe it by parts: 
Gen.i. 1. « God. created the heavens. and the eartb, 
the ſea and all that in them is. The 
4 heavens and the earth are ſomatimes uſed 
4 bye che prophets in a figuratiye ſenſe, for 
chunt and ſtate; and the higher and 
lower orders of men: When the prophet 
ſpeaks of. the deſtruction of Babylon, He 
Lars, I mate the: heavens ſhake, and.the 

IG, xiii, earth ſhall be removed out. Peſts Face 

2 2 "And 1 the deſtruction of the . Fews 

- by, the Mrians; The earth ſball 
joel 1o,guake before them; the heavens ſhall 
tremble ;. the ſun and moon ſhall. be dark, 
And, the ftars. withdraw their light. | 
11.16. ee Lord fal roar aut ,. 
2 — 5 ul ter his voice from Jeruſa- 
* lem; the heavens and the go ſhall 
ſhake. The Nations, , peculiarly ignify 
che gentile world, or the heathen nations 
2 eqhtradiſtinction to Judlaa, and the 
5 . of the, Zews, hg were choſen 
f 075 and leparate from che e of 
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the world. And by the of the 
heavens and the earth, and of the na- 
tions, we muſt underſtand the great com- 
motions and diſturbances in the Jewiſh 
ſtate under the Maccabees, when they 
ſuffered ſuch terrible calamities and great 
alterations in the ſtate of their affairs; 
and the great changes and revolurions 
in the empires and kingdoms of the gen- 
tile nations. So we read here; Speak 
to Zerubbabel, the governor of "Fudah, © 
ſaying, I will ſhak# the heavens and the 21. 
earth. And this is explain'd in the next 
verſe, I will overthiow' the, throne” of 23. 
kingdoms ; and I will deſtroy the fPrength 
f the kingdom of the e d I 
- will overthrow chariots, and them uubo 
ride in roy and the horſes and their 
riders ſhall come down, every one oy the 
fword of his brother. | 
There were to be great Sembgel 
and confuſions in the earth before the 
coming of the Meſſiah; and to Wire 
tlie way for it. And tis very Obſtrya - 
| ble, That from the time of this prophe-"' 
ey to the actual appearance of Chrüt, 
--which was Within five hundred yeats; 
there were greater changes and revolu- 
flons, in ce Kingdoms and empires of 
>the cürthz eden ict all ch ages of the vid 
ee e three thoutand 
Je ſeventern hundred years 
* Ii 2 


ſince. 
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qucred by the Cgcian, which bore down 
all. before it, and ſpread its conqueſts far 


| umph'd over all the known world; and 


once it is a little aubile. This may be un- 


bY MME 8 8 TAN. 
ſince, The AM Hrian empire was tranſlated 


to the Perſiaus, hoſe laws were perpe- 
tual edicts: The Perſan empire was con- 


and wide, under the victorious arms of 
Alexander the Great + The Grecian em- 
pire, upon the, death of Alexander, was 
divided and parcelled out, among his 
great commanders; and ſoon ſcattered 
and broke to pieces, by the roman. pow- 
ers. The Roman empire ſpread and tri- 


was advanced to its full heigth and moſt 
flouriſhinMare, in the reign of Auguſtus, 
in whoſe time our Lord was born into 
the world. So ſtrange and amazing were 
the ſhakings of the earth, during this pe- 
riod of time, and in the accompliſhment 
of this remarkable prophecy. I ſhall on- 
ins obſerveſurther, That ſome have thought 

prodigies, and earthquake: the ren- 
1. the rocks and the veil of the tem- 
ple, and opening of the graves; which 
attended the birth, and death, and reſur 
rection of Chriſt z to belong to this mat- 
tet, and to be a literal, fulfilling of this 


pre Heel ond md i T. S 5% 
2. The cireumfiances. df ir: Tot 


derſtood to ſignify, either the n ol it 
eo it LAG _ ICS [Tis 


. 7 true 


uc 


which fall introduce the laſt ſtate of 
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true it was about five hundred years be- 
fore it was all accompliſned; but then if 
we conſider how long he had been pro- 
pheſied of before, immediately upon the 
fall to Adam, and then to Abrabam and 
David; and how long he had been ex- 
pected and looked for, it will Spear but 
4 little while, tho there were ſome hun- 
dred years to come. The reaſon is, be- 
cauſe there had been ſo many more yelts 
of expectation before, and ſo much longer 
ſtanding of the propheſſes concerning 
him. Beſides,” there Were great prepara- 
tions and tendencies of things o wards it, 
which began very ſoon: The riſe and 
fall of empires and kingdoms, the great 
commotions and changes in the world 
were gradually catrying'd on all the white, 
and there were early openings and be- 
ginnings of 'thoſe ſhakings and revolt. 
tions, which after ward came to paſs; and 
were to prepare the Way for bi appcar-- 
ance. So the prophet ſays; The Lord 
whom ye ſeek; ſhall anch keene B Mal ü. . 
temple, or in à little time. 

1 Gr elſe it may be underſtood of the 
manner of it : It was to be once mort 
Tet once : That is, but once. This fall 
ber the laſt great ſhaking of all things, 


thin 88 Which ſhall never'be ſhaken; and 
„In never change: S0 the Apoſtle in. 
MT 1 Ii 3 terprets 


486 


ven and the carth, i. e. This olige; to fſg- 
_ nify this to be the af tlene of ſo cn 
nary a nature; ah that it 'M 
in a ſtanding diſpenſation, which ſhould 
continue to the end of time; and never 
be altered till the great ſhakinig of uni- 
| 1 nature, and diſfolution ofthe worte 
=. 


MESSIAH, 
terprets theſe words of the prophet : And 


Heb. xii. hig word yet once more, fignifies the re- 
27. moving of thoſe things which are ſbaken, 


as of things 40065 are made ; that thoſe 
things which cannot be ſhaken, may re- 
main Where fore, we receiving 4 king- 
dom whith cannot be 3 &c. The 
world, Was ſhaken once before, when 
ſet t up the ewiſh ſtare, and gave 
the. law of 1 There were great 
commotions and diſturbances; great ap- 
pearances of God in the land of Egypt, 


to prepare the way to it; and the law 


was giyen at laſt with great ſolemnity 


—18. 19. and dread For. ye are not come unto the 


mount which cannot be touched, and which 
with fire; nor unto blackneſs and 
rkneſs, and tempeſt, and the ſound of 
a trumpet, and the voice of words 3 which 


they who heard, entreated that the word 


ſhould not be ſpoken to them any mort. 
But now once more he will ake He hea- 


ordi- 
d uſher 


a 0224 


I ſhall only make theſt t tematks 
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I. That God's great appearances to 
the world, ven in a way of mercy, are 
introduced by extraordinary changes, and 
ſoakings of the earth. , He prepares his 
way, to the greatelt deſigns of good 
to the world, by a ſeries of changes and 


revolutions in the affairs of it. So we 
ſec he did at the giving the law, and 
cltabliſhing the eiu] polity and to he 
did at the appearance of, Chriſt in the 
world, and the ſetting. up the chriſtian 
diſpenſation. . Ang tho there never will 
be ſuch a ſhaking of things any mbre, 
as there never will be wy like "reaſon 
for it; yet great commotionsin the catth 


arc ann the. forerunners of the 5 


greateſt good to it, and the opening of 
a new ſcene of things. The reformation 
of religion from popery, was attended 
with commotions and revolutions in 
ſtates and kingdoms; and ſo p Gen 
will be, in-lower inſtances, hen 
ſhall introduce a better Rate of thi $2 
the 91965 world, and reſtore” the pu- 
neo it. And hi oaths 
efty and Gteatheſꝭ bf 
e contrivance of 
to pay a | greater reverence pf 


the greater Gpfet 
plus, of men; cn ciel Minds 
25 Don a Proper, aye, and oc the 


2 ſuita & compliance — 12 
ain, Hase h gage 
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| Ad: HAS\\S 1 A\KR, x\ \ 
2. The excellenqr of the chriſtian diſ- 
penſation, Which is to be a ſtanding thing, 
and never altered or ſuccueded by any 
other. This is the uſe the Apoſtle makes 
eee A hereſare, tue rt 
- 7729 Hug dum which rannet be mot: 
have grace calereby ue may ſer ue 
a Acer pt aby, with reverence. and gad- 
Tis A kingdom Which cant 
be moved; a ſteady,,and;;ſtabtc. thing, 
Which will, remain; unalterable to aly 
of the world, and againſt all oppoſi-· 
2 * and Will aevergive place to another, 
or. be utterly ov erthrown. There was a 
removal of thoſe things whicl. was ſbaken, 
1. c. An aboliſhing of the whoic jewiſb 
diſpenſation; but se things which can- 
not be ſhaken, remain. Wc: arc obligod 
upon that account to ſeek; for grace to 
ſerye God acceptably; or ſuitably to his 
-glorious. majeſty and infinite greatneds, / 
with, inward reverence and godly fear: 
Or to hold faſt the profeſſion of the 
chriſtian faith, by which we are enable 
to. do ſo. We are favoutedo with the 
laſt and beſt diſpenſation of the divine 
grace; and have advantages peculiar; to 
our ſelves, in clearcr light and greater in- 
Ruence; and are more ſtrictly obliged to 
inward purity and ſpiritual ſcxvice, and 
unget a higher penalty. We are the more 
courerngy to indeavout aſter higher at⸗ 
24245 tainments, 
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tainments; under preſent advantages; as 

| we: look not Hor a! better diſpenſation 
which is to follow. 2913315 tr 
en Aq i: 214 24621 245 3 W 


II. The character and deſcription of 
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his perſon And there are three tentark- -.- 8 


ate onch here mentionvit! f. The d. 
ſre of al nations.” 2. That he ſhouſd 
HA ube temp rwith hir glory. 3. That 
he ſnouldbe the ba 6 ee im 

Fr He was to be the Are of all na- 
tions: This may be underſtood itt a 
doublocvie w either to ſignify that he 
is juſtly doſiruble; and worthy! the deſire” 
of all nations; or that he wI actual de 
ſired and oxpected by them 1 2 ol 
* Heils juſtly deſpablrrand worthy td 
be defired by all nations He is tile pro- * 
pet object of univerſal ueſite upon tie 
account of his perſonal c end and 


wortli; and the union of Alf exceitence 


in him, Mie is every here reprefenctt * 
under charactets of untverſful excellence, 
and. of hatſoever et attract x reaſon" 
ble love Vor rtecommend him td bur”? 


beſt regards. There is Erety thing in 
him which men count valuable and de: 


ſitable umd is proper to raiſe eſteem ahd 


excite affect: Ie is fairer than the chil-" 


dren of men, and altage 


| her lovely; the" 

livingi#maze of the invite God, Ad 0 

expreſs image of the Father's perſon.” IIe 
! , mn 
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490 MESSIAH, 
ſhinesin the united glories of thedivine and 
humane nature; in the perfections of the 
God-head, and the graces of the manhood, 
All the brightneſs and beauty of the crea. 
tion is dusky and dark in compariſon with 
him, and vaniſhes like a ſhado w at the pre. 
ſence of his glory. Beſides, he is the great 
benefactor and friendę of ſinners. + The 
Meſſiah was to be a common bleſſing to 
the world, and to bring the greateſt ble(: 
ſings to it. This was the import of the 
promiſed ſeed, who was to brutſe the 

 ſerpent's head, the great enemy of 
mankind, And the promiſe to _ 
ham was more direct: In thy 

ſhall all the nations of the earth be is 
fed: All the bleſſings to an apoſtate world 
come by him, and are the fruit of his 
undertaking and performancc. So he is 
the /ight of the world; and has brought 

Luke it glad Tidings of great joy, which ſhall be 

Add. xiii. Fo all people. And he is the! ſaviour of 

47- the world; à light to the gentiles, aud 
fur ſabvation Ys the ends of the | earth. 
He gave his life 'a ranſome for all, and is 
Tan. il. the yropitiatiom for the fins of the whole 
1 Ihn 2. World. He has ſettled the new covenant 
in his blood, which is a tender of pat- 
don and life, to all who ſincetely com- 
ply with it. And all the influences of 
the divine grace, as well as all the blel- 


ſings of life; are purchaſed by his wor 
[4455 an 
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and the fruit of his death. We owe all 
entirely to him, of every kind of good. 
And how juftly deſirable is he to all, and 
how proper an object of univerſal love, 
who is the common benefactor and friend 
of all? Who is the author of cvery bleſ- 
— = enjoy, and the ſpring of if o 


meet in him as a. common head and cen- 
ter. The church of the Meſſiah was no 
longer to be conſined to one nation, of 


men, or one particular people ; as it Was 


under the formet diſpenſation; but all 
the ſeveral nations were to flock into 


him: Great multitudes of every tonguc, 
and nation, and people, from all parts of 
the earth were to tepait to him; not as 
the king of the Fews, but as the ſaviour 


of men. This was a prophecy ot him as 
old as Facob ; To him ſball ihe gat her- 


—— tis peculiarly conflerable-b in this 
caſe, That there was to be an union of 
al nations in him, and they were all to 


49t 


ing 7 the people be.: ic. The converſion Gen. xlix. 


ot the your a And the prophet ſpraks 
of him, as the Yandard of the prople Be- 


10. 


hold I lift ap my band tothe Gentiles, Wi. vis. 


$ and 
bring thy ſons in thy arms, and 
— Fig T heir 


— | ſhalt 1 — fathers, and r heir 


— * be nurſing. mothers. And a- 


22, 


23. 
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| ide: a 8 to paſt in the laſt 
the. moumtain of the Lord, 
2 alle . the top of the 
2. ſball:be. exalted abouethe 
e, aud E ſhall flow unto is 
AN WP FRF ſhall A, 4, cdaud, and os 
wp e 7 70 f een Jes 
all wait pig rang NN nN 
N Was 40. be a. general concourſe 
and, reſort af all forts, of people. The 
dom of the Meſliah Was to be of a 
larger extent, and ta comprehend the ſe. 
* veral nations of Men. 3 and to be a cen · 
deter af union to all people, \who were to 
be admitted to qual privileges, and e. 
qual claims. And accordingly we find, 
the goſpel was order d to he lo 
— all nations; And at the time of penticoſt 
the apoſtles addxeſs d themſelves not only 
7 men f. Judea; but to all who 
lane = at Jeruſalem, Parthians, Medes, 
lamites, Cc and many of them were 
g rici d at be Heart, and repented and 
were baptiſed. The offended: Accus glo- 
Ded God, at Peters defence for going 
into the uncirccumcis d andi ſaid. Then 
2. . Cad atſo unto the Gentiles 

repentance unto. life. And the tells, the 
Follles in the. counſel of Fernſalem 
Sen made choice among us, thut ib gen- 
xv. 7.8. tags by my mots h, ſhaula hear the Word 
—9.” af the geſbel and belieue And Cod who 
| wi knoweth 
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to the Romans, 1 tothe ſam 
poſe; The rig brronſneſi y God em bich't Rom: til, 
by faith of Feſta Chriſt, ic unto all, and 

All them duo believe," fur there is 
no differene?!' And again, — 
of the Jews only, is he not al(v'0 Iſo of the 
tiles? Tos; of the entiles alſo; Peer it 
is one God 'who juſtifieth'the circumerſion 25. 
by faith, and the uncireunicifion through 30. 


way; whatſoever difference of expreſſton 
they miglu uſe about it. So that here 
was a juſt ground of the Deſire of alt 
nations, as he' was truly deſirable in him 2 
ſelf, and all nations were to ſhHare in - 
common benefit by him; and to be tlie 11 85 
members of his church and kingdom. | 
2. As he was actually deſſred; or with' 
reſpect co the Seueral ergecrarion of His 
appearance among all people. Tis cer 
tain, that alb the faithful under the pa. 5 
triarchal, aid jewiſh diſpenſation, med 
in the expectation and deſire of the pro- 
misd>Meſah's Abraham rejoiced 1d Peel 3 
4 Day, ue am it umd wu g fu 
aub is fappes' to refer to tliis, when he G 5K 
ſaid; Dube waited" for thy ſalvation 17. 
Gn O Lord, 


Mat. ni. O Lord. And we read that 'many pro. 
ppbets and rigbteous men deſired to ſet his 
day. *Tis taid of old Simeon, who 
came by the ſpirit into the temple, when 
the child Jeſus was firſt brought there by 
Luke ii. his parents; that he watted for the con. 
_ ſolation of Iſrael, and took him in his arnis 
20 and bleſſed God, and ſaid, Lord, now 
lerteſt thou thy ſervant depart in peate, 
for mine eyes have ſeen thy ſulvation. 
And Auna the antient widow propheteß 
38. ſpake of him, to all them who looked for 
redemption in Jeruſalem. And there were 
many proſelites in all ages to the worſhip 
of the true God, who carneſtly deſired 
the appearance of the Meſſiahl. This 
is made by the Lxx the ſignification of 
Gen. 31is. that antient propheſy; To him ſhall the 
gathering of the people be; or the ex- 
gag Pectation of the nations. There was 
7&5/:- à current opinion among the Jeu 
„ of the appearance of the Meſſiah about 
this time; according to one of the laſt 
prophecies of him by Malachi: The Lord 
Mari. 1. hm ye ſeek, ſball ſuddenly conie- to his 
temple. And tis a very remarkable ac. 
count which is given of this matter, by 
ſome learned men, and collected out f 
the Jeb writings; That the appearance 
of the Meſſiah would be at the end of 
the ſecond two thouſand 'Fetrs.” They 
divided the whole compaſs of time, and 
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debate among the ſewiſbh doctors, a little 
before the birth ar Chriſt, concerning 
the time of the Meſſiabs appearance; 


r ſuch an expectation obtained among 


The Deſire of all Nations. 


of this world's duration into three pe- 
riods: Two thouſand. ycars from the 


creation to the giving of the law; two 


thouſand years. from the giving of the 
law, to the coming of the Meſſiah; and 


two thouſand years from his appearance 


to the end of the world. Now it was 


about the cloſe of the ſecond two thou- 
land years, that the Meſſiah did appear. 
Beſides, there was a ſolemn. enquiry and 


and they concluded from all the charac- 


ters of time in the propheſies of the old 


teſtament, that it muſt be within the 


compals of fifty years. And Foſephus 
tells us, that about this time, the Fews 


rebelled againſt the Romans, from the 


preſumptions of a mighty prince, who 
was to be born. among them, and to go- 


vern the world; and we read, probably, 
referring to this matter, of the jealouſſy 


and rage of Herod at the rumour of a 


Ring of the born in Fwdea: When 
rows ene! and all Fora alem with 

Tis very probable too, That from 
hence. it came to paſs, as many other opini- 
ons and cuſtoms among the heathens did; 


the 


495 


jews 
Herod the king heard theſe things, he Mat. ii. 3. 


the gentile nations. There ſeems to haye 
been a gencral opinion about this time, of 

ſome great and extraordinary-perſon, in 

all parts. So we read, That wiſe' men 

Mat. ii. came from the Eaſt to Jeruſalem; ſaying, 
„2 Whereis he whors born king of the jews? 
for ue haue ſeen his ſtar in the eaſt, 

and are come to worſhip: him. The firſt 

truits of the gentiles were theſe caſtern 

ſages, or philoſophers, who came from 
Arabia, which is the bound of Fades 
caſtward. The ſtar was probably an ex- 
traordinary appearance of light, formed 

into the ſhape of a ſtar; and was per- 

haps the ſame which appeared to the 
ſhepherds of :Bethlebem, at the day of 

his nativity ; and is called a g/orzous light, 
Luke il. s. or the glory of the Lord: ſhining round 
11. about them. is rcaſonably ſuppoſed, 
that theſe men living upon the confines 

of Judea, and often converſing with the 
people of the Fews ; who were now big 

with the expectation of the Meſſiah, and 
always zealous to propagate their reli- 

gion; and being wiſe obſervers of things, 

and skilful in aſtronomy; might well e- 
nough conjecture, that this extraordinary 

light, might ſignify the birth of the king 

of the ewe. And we find there was 

the ſame apprehenſion among the No- 

mans, by the expreſs teſtimony of two 

of their beſt hiſtorians, Suetonius and Ta- 
WEE." citus; 
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© opinion every . and contained 


in the antient writings of the prieſts: ” 


I- ſuppoſe. he means, the prophecies 


of the old teſtament, “that the "Eaſt 
« ſhould prevail: Which is one of the 
names given the Meſſiah, and which we 


render the Branch. And again, « Thar 


they ſhould come out of Fidea, who 


te ſhould govern the world?” © Which 
ſeems almoſt a tranſlation of the words 
of Micah, That out of Fudah ſhould he 
come forth who 


looked for. I ſhall only make rwo Pry” 
cal temarks here: 


1. How unreaſorfable is the e wid | 


oppolllonzes the world to him. What'a 
combination was there againſt him at his 
firſt appearance, When one would have 
thought evety one ſhould Have readily 
run to him and t̃eceived him? All ranks 
of men e ane to WE 


* # 18 „4 i 72 
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contigere, eo ipſo tempore ſore, ut valeſceret Oriensz ; 


profeftique Jude rerum potirentur. Tacit. Hiſt, 


5 

« Pererubuerat.Qriente toto vetis & conſtans oplaliy 
eſſe in fatis, ut eo tempore Judea profeti, rerum po- 
tirentut. Sue. in vita — 4. 


be the ruler of his 
people Iſratl. It appears from all theſe 
inſtances, That he was actually the Deſire 
of all nations; and was long waited and 
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7 _ L BuS\ 8 TS Er 
l ame, e his life; The kings 


be earth he gulers uuere 
gathered ae . the Lord, and 
agamſt his anoint or of a truth & 


Fr thy 75 #27 Jes he thou 

n rod and. Pontius 
late, with, e aud children of 
Lerne. red . 
ſoever thy peter and. counſel, determined 
before to 755 done. And What a ſtanding 
enmity is there in the world to his name 
and intereſt? The rebellious world re- 
fuſe the dominion of the prince of peace; 
and their, lawleſs necks will. not ſubmit 
to his eaſy yoke:- They will not have 
this man to reign over them. But hoy 
unreaſonable is the oppoſition to his, wile 
and gracious government? How, abſurd 

is their enmity to the moſt deſirable per- 

n, and the greateſt friend of. ſinners? 

ow. dark is their undexſtanding, and 
perverſe their will, who, are, prejudiced 
and averſe to the moſt, glorious and e 
cellent perſon, who cyer appeared upon 
carth, and had, been fo, long the delice 
of all nations? This howicver is ſo far 
from being any ſhock. to our faith, that 
it really is à confirmation of it, becauſ 
dis agreeable; to what was foretold con- 
cerning him; of the enmity. betwe 
ſerpent and the /zed of the man; a0 
that N ſhould e . een ac 
IO 44 1. b 
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and combineſs; and whih 10 "ſee" him, 
there"iy no be 2 that they bon ſhanld defire 
Þ 1 We " 3% \ W 
; d ſuould he be g 
How et ought he to be entertained 
and embraced by all nations? How wel. 
come ſhould the appearance of a Saviour 
be to a loſt world? Like the rifing fin 
after a dark and ftormy night, or" the 
day ſtar to them who have . ſat in dark- 
nels. One would think that all nations 
ſhould receive the Lord of life, and prince 
of peace; and that he who is infinitely 
defirable in himſelf ſhould become the 
aQual' deſire of all nations. However, 
let this recommend him to our eſteem 
and choice, and render him the object 
of out chief deſire and love. Look upon 
him as the moſt deſirable and excellent 
perſon; as the author of eternal ſuluu- 
tion, and the fountain of all our bleC 


| fings. Repair to him and attend upon 


him, in all his appointments, and for 
cyery gtacious manifeſtation. Let him 
be grecious, of honourable 0 ur, as he is 
to them why believe, and ſo much'the 


more ſo by allthe neglect and diſhonour 


put upon him by others: Let their con- 
tempt aud diſtęgard, raiſe a generous in- 
dignation, and heighten the eſteem in 
Lage, belicvers breaſt + Let him be the 

K k 2 more 


count of his fufferings: Ee bee e kit. 
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days of Salomon; it was reckoned an a- 


. bull fill this h 


morc lovely in "bur eyes, and the more 
pes r ats. 0 lod my ofdit 

by$.-2-:lt follows in this deſetiption, I 
houſe With glory, aud the 
glory of this larter houſe, Mui be greater 
then the glory af the former. Some ebe 


:undarfiond raf the external glory of 


the temple, when it Was gnlergec and 
beautiſied by Herod the Greut; but that 
is foreign to the deſign of the prophet, 


and not agreeable to the truth of the 


thing. The generality of chriſtian inter- 
preters, with great reaſon, underſtand it 
of the ſpititual glory of the temple by 
the preſence of the Meſſiah, which was 
the greateſt glory of the temple of God. 
It may be underſtood in a 3 refe- 


= ference; either, N A8 4A 


% o e eee proſimenafeGod: in 
the temple. There was a remarkable and 
illuſtrious preſence of God, which had 
followed the Ferws all along; in a pil- 
lar of fire and cloud, during their wan- 

derinꝑ ſtate in the wilderneſs, When they 
delt in tents, and + worſhipped) in the 
tabernacle. And when they were fired 
in Canaan, and had built a temple in the 


/ zamazing grace, that God would | dwell 

with men: ill God inden duell on 

earth; behold the heaven of heavens can- 
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«which F have built." There was theovi-- 


ſible ſymbol of the divine preſencevin 
the'Shephinah ; God dwelt un the:clQud, 

and reſted over the mercy ſeat in the 
holy of holies, by\avibie glory. an- 
deed that glory was departed from them 
before the captivity: This is repteſemed 
by the ptophet Exeliel, in its ſeveral 
removes: Te glory of rbe Lord went-ulp 
from the'Cherub j from its proper teſi- 
dence in the inward 


* 
* 


to the door or porch of the temple: 
Then it departed from off" the threſhold 
of the houſe; and ſtood over the cherubim : 
It quite left the houſe, and ſettled upon the 
cherubim, in the court adjoining to it. 
At laſt it Went om the midſt of the 
city, and ſtood 1 x. —— on 16 eaſt 
de of the city: It now quite left the city, 
-as well as the temple, and fixed upon the 
mount of olives; to  Ganify; that he would 
no longer ewnaſpecialrelation to them, 
but deliver them up to the heathens. 
And yet notwithſtanding this, the fe- 
cond temple Was to be filled with a glo- 
- ry, which excelled the glory of the for- 
mer: That: is, it ſhould have the per- 
- ſonal ꝓreſence of the Meſſiah; the real 


*prefence of the Deity in the perſon of 
Ghtiſt, tho clothed: with humane ſteſh. 
We e ert 


50¹ 


ſanctuary; ud Fan Fart. 
Der u t hre ſbold of the houſe Went 


18. 


Miche among 
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Joh. i. ling us; j and. We beheld Moy „dhe 
lary. a of The ouly begotten” of "the 
ather, Au 80 gots and truth." The eter 
nal. fon of God tłod the courts of his 
hioule, and appeared in bis tethple:” He 
Lak. il. 22. WAS Sraſoured in the Temple” by his pa. 
rents, at the purification. He diſputed 
With the doctors in the temple at'twelye 
years old; and 2 h heard wert sto. 
Lak. fl. 48. 34ſhed af his underſtanding and anſe 
So ſome undetſtand the expreſſion to his 
mother: How 7s it that Ye t me? 
49. Wi a ye not that I miiſt beo, uit 1 ers. 
13, not about my Father's bie Ss; but in 
my Father's 22 g. d. Was not this 
a proper place for me to be in? Might 
you not likely find me here! And he 
ir. 16. not only read in the Hnagogus on the 
ſabbath day as his cuſtom'wwas; but'often 
taught in the temple, when he cntred 
upon his office. And this Was a nearer 
and more imnitglite reſence of God, 
then the viſible > gtory, or any former *p- 
pearance. 3 ei! 
2. To the MAP us gef of 
2 The former temple far exceeded the 
"Hatter, in magnificent ſtructure; curious 
"workmanthip, rich fürniture, ard coftly 
_ Hetifice : In al the marks of a 
Standeur and fate, there was no chm 
pariſon between them. So we read, that 


Pon. iii wan q rief, an. witer, "Ind 97 


The Deſer of all MMtions. 
of the fathers, who were antient men 
and had. ſeen the firſt houſe, "when t 
faundat io el le, fe Was N 
their eyes ;, wept with,a 2 Tow voice; l. e. 
8 the greatdilparity and iſp pro- 
portion bet ER them. And tis laid here, 
ho is 75 who ſaw this© 
ee ry; nd how, do you 
ſee it now? Is it not in Jaur eyes, in com- 
2 of 4 it as notbing 27 This Was un- 
avoldable from the ditferent circumſtange 
of things: The firſt was built after great 
preparations by David; and under the 
conduct of Solomon, the wileſt and richeſt 
prince upon earth; in aſtate of great peace 
and proſperity; entiched with the ſpolls 
of conquered nations, and the preſents 
of neighbouring princes: But the latter 
upon theit return to their on land, 
after a long captivity; and great diſad- 
vantages and oppoſition on every hand *. 
But tho the latter houſe was leſs glo- 
rious then the former, in out ward ſtate 
and grandeur; nevertheleſs it far excelled 
and was more. glorious, in that it Was 
honoured by the perſonal preſence of the 
Lord 9 gory. The former temple was 
glorious by. t c riches and ſtate of its ap- 
pearance; but that was a worldly ſanttua- 


Ty and fa g glory: The e by 
Is 0 * Kk 4 © the 
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the: bodily preſence: of (Gbgiſt WhO had 


been ſo long prophe ſied of and xpected. 
The former temple was gloꝛious by the 
preſence of golamon, and the gloty and 
magmhcence of the wiſeſto and greateſt 
prince among men? But a grrater then 
Solomon is here; the eternal umncreated 
wuiſdom of. the Father of whom So/omen 
wrote. It was filled with the g of 
the only begottenef, the Faber in whom 
dwelt all thei\fulneſs of the Gad head bo. 


© Gy and who was the:brightneſs of the 


Father s glory: The everlaſting gates lift. 
ed up their bead, and the king of | e 
entered in. 2995 (11131650 ONW_DSMI0D! 
+» Tſhall only. remark two things here: 05 
. That the Lord Jeſus is the true Meſ+ 
fla, and certainly come into the world. 
The latter or ſecond temple, which is 
here, oppoſed to the former; Was to be 
filled with a greater glory, and to be ho- 
noured with the preſence of the Meſſiah: 
in this place will I give peace. Then he 
muſt. certainly come while: that temple 


| was ſtanding, or he could not be ꝓreſent 


in it. Now that temple has been: long 
ago deſtroyed, and not one ſtonc left 
upon another: The city Was ſacked 


by, the roman armies under Titus, wich- 


in forty years after our Lord's 


and could never be rebuilt to this day, not- 
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The\Difers of. all Matias. 
wetculed particularly that by the em- 
peror Fuliun iii an impious deſiance t 
Chriſt; Which Was deſtroyed by balls Of 
fire from heaven and te iſſuing out of 
the foundation. This isa ſenſible ev 
dence; that q eſus ãs the true Meſſi ah, and 
that there is no other yet to come; a 
tho et vainly ſuppoſeʒ ſince it was ex- 


prelly foretold of him, that he ſhould fill 
that temple with his glopyy»\ 147 thi 20) 


2. That the preſexrevof Chriſt is of 
greater regard; then all out ward ſtate and 
pomp. Tho there is no fiber and gold 
in the temple, and it is not enriched and 
adorned with beautiful appearances and 
coſtly furniture; hich was the caſe of 
the latter temple; yet if it's filled with 
the glory of the divine pteſence, it will 
be mote glorious then one which is fo, 
and the glory of the one will be greater 
then that of the other. The plaineſt and 
meaneſt place of worſhip ſhining in the 
beautiesof ttue holineſt, and where Chriſt 
is preſent in the midſt of it; is mote tru- 
ly honourable; then the moſt ſtately build. 
ing, and pe ſervice upon catth. 
The perſonal preſence of the Meſſiah was 
a greater glory to the lattet temple, then 
all the riches! and ſtate of the former: 
erden 
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2 Cor. iii. 
8. 10. 


ell pleas d and reconciled: lthe words 


the pracious effuſion and influence of his 
ſpirit, in chriſtian aſſembliesz is a greater 
glory to the chriſtian church, then the 
mere perſonal preſence of Caritt, in the 
iſb remple The diſpenſation of the 
opel is rather glorious, and much more 
upon this account z Hand turn 
that "which was more glorious, had mo 
glory; in this reſpect ; by reaſon of u be glo- 
exzelleth; Let us be greatly 
n by juſt value, aud due atten- 
tion of mind, to engage the preſence of 
Chiriſt with us, in all our religious aſſem- 
blies; and be warned by the example of 
the antient eus, not to provoke him 
by our formality. and unprofitableneſs; 
our worldlineſs and animolties; to re- 
move the tokens of his preſence, and 
ewith-hold his gracious influence: Dread 
ir as the greateſt judgment to be left to 
a lifeleſs goſpel, or have the Word of the 
kingdom taken away from us. 907 
The third branch of the de ſeription, is, 
5 this place wil I give peace ie. He 
mall come into this houſe; who is the 
great Peace · maker, and in Whom I am 


f Aceh: This man (ſhall; be the peace. 
This may be underſtood to refer either, 
To the 'ontward pram and proſperity of 
the world at his appearance in it Af. 


. een 


Thi Md of al Nut 
the earth, there was) now a univerſal 
peace through the Naman empire, in thi 
days of Huguſtas. TY 
in peace, When the prince of peace was 
born into it. The raman power had 
ſpread far anid wide, 3 almoſt 95752 
all the know world under its ſubj * 
There was a greater peace and proſperity 
at this time, then had ever been knoun 
in the carth. The temple of Janus was 
ſnut up at Nome, in token of a general 
peace; which never hapned but twice 
before during the whole time of the Ra- 
wan ſtate, till the reign of Auguſfas. 
There was no more the hatte of the 
Varrior, with confuſed nuiſe and gur ments 
roled in blood; and by advantage of pub- 
lick and the favour and encourage- 
ment given them, all arts and ſciences 
flouriſhed, and were cultivated and car- 


ried to tte groateſt height. ITiis was a 
proper time tapubliſ the goſpel of peace, 
and ſet; up a new religion in the world; 
and men were better prepared and diſ- 
poſed to receive the Meſſiah, and attend 
to the revelations of the divine will. A 
late of peace was more ſuitable to the 
nature of the goſpel, and gave a greater 
opportunity of free enquiry and examina- 
tion; then the heat and confuſion, of 
foreign warand civil diſſentions. So that 
b Was every Way the moſt convenient 
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The Meſſiah of Bethlebem. 
ee E ER EER 
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AY 0 eh 6 aan 
But bon Berblebem Ephratah, though 
2 be. little among the 1 

he come 


*ddby MK. out of ; thee," 

J un Sabo be the ruler in 
i Need, Ae forth have been 
N old, from everlaſting. 


m=_—occd in a former diſ. 
25 Il courſe, the Time of the 
| Mcſliah's appearance in fleſh: 
| I am now to conſider from 


theſe words, the Place of 


his appearance, or where he was to be 


born : And the ſmalleſt circumſtance - 
0 


ands of 


802 


The were of | Bethlehem. 


0 great a perſon; is worhy regard, and 
full of inftrudion; DY 
The prophet Micab, — 8 
the lame titne with J/aiahs i avery cor- 
rupt'and degenctate age. The prophecy 
is very much taken up, in ſevere teproofs 
of their groſs wickedneſs, and in terrible 
threatnings of judgments; particularly 
of great calamities by the hand of the 
Babylonians and Aſſyrianus, who were 
the great and powerful nations among 
the heathens. So he begins the Clapter 
Not gather thy ſelf in troopr, O'Daugh- 
ter of troops: He hath laid ſiege againſt 
ug; they hall ſmite the judges of 1ſracl 
with a rod, upon the cheeks: He ſpeaks 
of Babylon, which ſprung from Nimrod, 
the mighty hunter; and firſt great ſp oiler 
and diſturber of the earth. He foretel)s 
the beſieging of ' Feruſalem by the Baby- 
lomians, who abounded with troops of 
armed men ; and their treating their kings 
and rulers, with violence and contempt, 
and in a tyrannical and if; — 
ner; which afterward came — Now 
under theſe threatnings of calamity, and 
proſpects of danger, the prophet encou- 
rages and comforts the chureh of God, 
with the promiſe of the Meſſiau; who 
ſhould come out of »Berhlehew, and be 
ruler and deliverer of his people. 


The 


Words are referred to in the new teſta- 
71 ment, 
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The, Meffiab of \ Bechleban\ 
ment; both by the Evangaliſts Matt he 
and Jahn; and they contain ahtcen pan 
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72210 wk was to come forth Bet 
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1. The character he was to ſuſtain, 
503 The ru fn Kepebinims!. 23 38512 10 
I .of0w. anni de bas. ate TOY 1 
III. His divine deſcent, or the eternity 
ng his being: M hoſe goings. forth; 
es from of old; from euer: 
ing. I ſhall briefly 5 
0 - apply E as | 
Wine 
. Theolece chinese and bieth: 
But thou Bethlehem-Ephratah, though 
thou be little among the thouſands of Fu- 


the t 
dah, yet out of thee; ſball he come forth un- 
— Here Lſhall conſider three things: 
g. 1. The name which is given to this 
ace, Than Bethlebow-Ephratah, Beth. 
ſignifies, the houſe of bread 5. and 
Ephratah comes from awond,:! which ſign 
hes u It was a zich ſoil, a fruit- 
ful ſpot of ground part of — — 
which was covered With the dews of tha 


flowed: cut hi mill and honey. is called 


or in the land of ua 


108 the 


of his nativity, from 


earth, andi the bleſſings of heaven; and 


* 


by the Evangeliſts, Bethlehem af Judabh Matt. i. 8 
It belongechto 


The Meſſiah of \Brtblehene. 


[ona of 'ZFudah, 15 {a is diſtinguiſhed 
another Bethlehem, mentioned in 
27 land z in the tribe of 
i, eve the (oj eds a 
from me ion j 
88 
Luk. il. 4. FNEFEIOTE Y 

Job. vii. City f David and the frown of Beth. 
* 4+. chem were David .. 

The tribe of Judah, to which Beth- 
unde belonged, was the tribe of govern- 
ment, from whence their rulers were ta- 
1 as that of Levi, was the tribe of 


512 


Pr. 


e prieſthood; So we read, The ſcepter 


cen. ſball not depart from Fudah: And, this may 
be collected from the Apoſtle, For tis 
evident that our 1 out of Ju- 
dah, of which tribe 

concerning 

cd to the tribe of Levi. This was a ve- 

ry proper and ſuitable place, for the birth 

of the Meſſiah, who was to be the ruler 

of 1/rael; as it was the proper inheritance 


of that tribe from whence, their rulers 
were always taken. wr 547 


| 2. The deſcription here giyen Cine 
Though thou art little among the thou- 


Aab, relate to the diviſion of the people, 
of the ſcyeral tribes. They were divided 
thou- 


fads; juſt a the ſhire amopg us ae 


ſes Poke nothing 
prieſthood : No, That — 


„ The thouſands of 7. 


e rn jp Mlle, 


ade dutch dtn dteh; Nen over 
one of that'thouſandy; Was a prince” 
chief, Wi Was the head of che clan; 
chief 2 family. This is callett 


the Evangeſiſt, Printers 8 fudah, or g 

vernouts Dre ante oh 

vole dong thi vf Zudahi Bur 
the Evangeliſt ſays, W art not the * 
leaſt, the Printes bf Judah *' 70 Mat ITY 


ropher, ſom 
ively, A 


reconcile this with the 
render the words interrogat 
thou little among the thouſands of Fudah ? 
And ſome ſupply the word alt h thoy 
art little"; Ea bse 3 290 
_ "Tis the obſervation of 657 FAS! | 
perſon ; That the hebrewword here uſed, 
ſignifies, both little and great; as ſome 
other words in that language have con- 
trary ſignifications. And tis with great 
propriety” and emphaſis, that this word 
is uſed here; becauſe it was in different 
reſpects both. It was little in extent ane 
value, among the thouſands of Juda, 
and redueed to a ſmall village, or country 
towa; not a wealthy and populous city, 
but a place of ſmallet figure and conſia 
deration; ſo that the city of David. * 
called the fownof Bethlehem, where Dar po. u 
Son 247 10 bl | via” 42» 
Dehivib IDW 1501. home Ry 
— — . — | X 1 2 
ei An one 8 Al 
h Poco, in Wal. 
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514 The Meſſiab of Briblebem. 

vid N. Vet in other reſpects, it Was 
groat and chief i it became il luſtrious and 
of great trenown, above albtheother parts 
of Judah; by being the place of the 
Meſbahrs birth It was remarkable fot 
the birth of Chriſt; Which was other wife 
mean and inconſiderable. So this place is 
rendered by a principal Nabi * Thon 
ſhalt be chief or prince among the thou- 
Jaunde of Fudah; and this word is ſome- 
times rendered by the Lxx in this ſenſe. 
Indeed it well became the circumſtances 
of his condition, and the deſign of his 
coming into the world, to be born in ſuch 
a place; and was ſuitable to his humble 
mind, and the low and obſcure condition 

in which he was to appear. 
3. The remarkable circumſtances 
which attended his birth, Out of thee: = 
He come forth \ unto me. The ex 
ſigniſies his being born there: S0 — 
IG, xi. hall come forth à rod, out F the ftemof 
Feſſe; and à brunch ſhall grom out of bit 
root. There was a ſeries of remarkable 
providences, ſtrangely over ruling the cir- | 
..cumftances of it. Nagare th was the place 
of his conception, and of the abode of 
His W SP time, NY ou 
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be Me‘ Reeble hem. 515 
ſouth- weſt parts of Ga/f/ze ; near the 
confines of Samaria, towards the fouth ; 
and thie coaſt of Tyre and Szdon to the 
weſt. But upon Augaſtus Cefar's iluing 
. forth a dectee, to tat the roman empire; 
. not a money tax, but an enrollmentiof 
) their names and condition of life; pro- 
bdbably upon a political vic, to know their 


numbers and ſtrength; it obliged every 

one to repair to his on city to bg'taxed, 

or entoled. This brought Foſephrand Lie. 
$ Mary from Nazareth! in Gallilee,: to 
$ Bethlabem in Judab; to be taxed among 
n their own' citizens: And during their 
c 
n 


"abode thete, upon this occaſton, her time 
expired, and ſhe was delivered: And 4.5 6. 
Joſeph alſo went up from Gallilee, out 
of the city of Nazareth into Fudah, unto 
the city of David, which is called Beth- 
lebem,  becagſe be was'of the lmeage of 
David; to be taxed with Mary his eſpou- 
ſed wife, being great-with child : And 
fo it muas, that 9 they were Far! 
- the days cure ac 4 212 ſbe ſbaula 
be delivered : A brought fal Her 
t born fun. And * by a 3 
direction of ꝓrovidence, the ſtock and 
faniily of Chriſt; was preſer ved in the pub- 
lik tables, or court records. 
The Angels, with the multitudes of the 
heavenly hoſts, brought the 7tidings 
great Joy, tothe Late Shepherds; grai- 
| mg 


m——_ 


* 


: — — joy — praiſe of e 6 Who it 
was firſt communicated. But it was other- 
wiſe: with Herod and the Jets: When 
Herod was informed by the wiſe men 

ho came out of the caſt, of a king who 
Was born in Fudea, and of a ſtar which 
had appeared to them; he was full of 
jcalouſy and rage: He was froubled, and 
all Feruſalem with him. When he came 
to underſtand by the chief prieſts and 
.Acribes, that the place of his birth, was to 
be Bethlebem of Fudah, according to 
0 this prophecy of the text; he immediate- 
ly ſent the wiſe men to enquire him out. 
Jose 2505 hereupon was warned of an An- 
gel in a dream, of 3 * deſign, 
and directed to fly into Eg} where he 
continued to the death © 8 Here- 
by another prophecy was fulfilled, Out i 

Hol: xi. 1, of Egypt have I called m ſon. © 
Now Herod being mocked and "AY 
ed by the wiſe men, "who. neyer teturned 
to give him an account, revenges the af 
e in the heat oh 27 rage, upon the 

innocent 


ST IS nere 


4he.\ Meſſiah of Betlebem. 


WL RF RG and to make ſure work 

.. deſtroys all the young children 
5 2 years old and under, in Bet hie- 
e 1 the coaſt round about. HER- 


rec another anticnt e camt to be 


ae Then was fulfilled that def 


Was [poken of by 1 the: prop jr eremiah* Tn 


amath Was a Voit lamentation 


10 be comforted; becauſe they are not. 
Upon the death of Herbd, Joſarh was 
warned again by an Angel in a dream, to 
return back again unto the land of Ihatt : 


| But becauſe he came to underſtand that 
Archelans ſucceeded his father Herod; in 


the government of Judea; he went aſide 
Into the Parts of Ga/litze, and took 
his abode in the city of Naxarelb: That 
is, he teturned to his proper home, from 
whence he went to Bethlehem to be 
taxed. The Evangeliſt obſerves, Ti ney 
7 urned to Galilee, to their own” city 
azarcth, And ſo another prophecy was 
fulfilled, tet he ſhould'be called's Na- 


En x expreſſion of contempt, and 
Ka 


(6, tl u he 7 ews and heathens. By 
5 many ſtrange 125 eps and turns of provi- 
dence, was this prophecy fulfilled; "That 
125 Meſſiah trout: come out of Bethle- 
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and weeping, and at u lere NA. 17.18. 
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See Serm. 
Viii. 1x. 
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l M. The Tn he was to fuſtain, a 
Ruler in Iſtacl, I Have opened the na. 
re. of his government in Neu diſcour- 
8 and it has returned” n us, more 
than, Once already. 1 ſhall here only 
make two ferien concerning it; 


& are of great importance f. in this 


& of That theſe re} preſentations of 
the Mcſliah, as a king Met ruler, muſt 
not be underſtood of 2 temporal ſove- 
reignty. They 858 not deſigned to ſigni- 
fy that he ſhould be born of royal parents, 


and brought up in the ſplendor of a court, 


abounding in the riches and treaſures of 
the earth; attended with armed hoſts, 
reverenced and honoured by all His vaſ- 
fals; and dreaded and feared by all his 
enemies: That he ſhould live in ſplendor 
and power, exceeding the glory and wit- 
dom of David and Sotomon: Particu- 


larly, that he fhonld raiſe an carthily 
Monarchy, and be a powerful and victo- 


rious prince, who ſhould conquer all the 
enemies of the Fewws, and break the 75. 
man yokc, under which they groaned; 


and not only reſtore rhe king om to 1/7aet, 
195 make them Lords of other nations 


10 eie 108 


0% opinion, the Jews' had g generally 


17118 


entertained, from the frequent deſeri 


tens of him, as a King and titer, and 
having 


The Meſſiab of Bethlehem, 


having a government and dominion; and 
it prevailed among the diſciples, and Pn 
tinued with them a long while, We find 
them ſpeabing to this purpote, after is 
crucifixion: But we truſted that it hau n 
been he -he ſhould hab redtemed lſtacl. 
And it fuck ſo cloſe to them, that we find 
even aſter his reſurrection, hen they 
were come together, and ready to take 
their final leave of him in this world; they 
asked him, Milt thou at this time reſtore Ats i. 6. 
the kingdom to Iſrael? For this reaſon, 
he was to the eus a ſtumbling. block, and 
rock of offence: They deſpiſed his appeat- 
ance, and rejected his perſon. It was a 
dithculty they could not get over, and 
lay croſs to all their conceptions of him; 
to ſce his mean and humble ſtate, when 
they expected him to appear in out ward 
grandcur, and as a temporal king. Jo- 
ſephus tells us, That about the time of 
our Lord's appearance in the world, there 
was not only a gencral expectation of 
him among the eus, in accompliſhment 
of the antient prophecies; but they were 
encouraged to rebel againſt the π,σju 
powers, from the expectation of one who 
ſhould come to deliver them 
But this plainly procecded from tHe 
ride, of their heart, and partiality to 
t on nation; and from the gro and 


carnal conceptions of the expreſſions of 
concep 4 PE TO 2a 
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then prophets 0 hot ftom therrcaſon of 


or the teal deſign of the prophes, 
8 Lies themſel ves; for the prophets often 
-- ſpeak of his mean appearance, and ſuſfer - 
ing ſtate of the ill reception of his per- 
ſon and docttrine, ot the enmity and con- 
tempt of the ward; and his bearing out 
iniquity, and Aying à ſacriſice- The 
pPrapbet Zunbariab (peaks to this purpoſe, 
Zach. is. Behold," thy bing cometh umto 2 he 
„it ſuſt. having ſaluation, loculy, and ri- 
1 an as; and aicolt, the 
fe 2 He rode upon the mean 
colt of an aſs. This was all the pomp of 
Kingſhip, which was foretold; and what 
reſemblance. had this to princely gran- 
deur, or worldly: power? It Was inc 
cuſable ignorance and miſtake, and o- 
ing to the moſt careleſs negligence, and 
powerful prejudice of mind: They were. 
carried down the ſtream of a prevailing 
opinion, and led by the falſe gloſſes, and 
corrupt interpretations of the jetiiſhß doe- 
tors; againſt the plain meaning of their 
on prophecies. „ N NEW 16011249] 
1 FF: F. 2. They muſt be underſtood of a 
pee kingdom. He aso truly the 
ng of the Fews, and ruler in Iſtacl; 
and inveſted with the kingly office and 
power. He did not diſown or reject it, 
when he was publickiy asked the queſti- 
on, and it was. charg duupon him 48a 


bol crime. 


[aid unto him thou ſay'ſt itt The gu. 
| — — He had all po-. 


. it conſiſt, not in meat and i 


De of bd Jost 
crimeiꝰ Tea, he allowed andowntgins: 
Art thou the king of the>Fews © 


Att. 
xvii. 2. 


vernment Was upon his ifhouldersy Act ** 


er given him in beavew and earth.” But ö 
then hir Kingdom cuas woref nit u len, ir. 


and he tells he Phanſbes; The Rings! en. 
dom of God irometh not obſervation 28. 21. 
behold the kingdom of Cod is within u + >: 
t did not appcar with enſigns of ma- 
jelly, or out ward pomp; and was not ex- 

rcis'd by power and force. The apoſtle 


or any external obſervancesʒ hut in 
teouſneſs and peace, and joy in the Holy. 
Ghoſt ; and 6 The kingdom of Gad is Rom. xiv. 
not in word, but in power : i. e. The 7. 
goſpel kingdom was propagated and ſup-u Cor. ir. 
ported, not by humane cloquence aud 
high pretenſions; but by the powerful 
influence of the divine ſpirit, as well as 
by his miraculous operations. It wasca 
ſpiritual kingdom, and to be exercis d ina 
ſpiritual way ; in which however thett 
was as true authority, tho; Jeſs ſtate, as 
in the moſt pompous diſplays of P. 
among men. For example 
He aboliſh'd the legal diſpenſation, 
and put an end to all the ceremonies of 
the jowiſh law, which had been ſo long 
obſerv d and o ſolemnly preſcribd by 
God 


I0IL2 


522 be Meſſubof\ Brtblebens 
God himſelf: He aboliſb d in his flaſb the 
lau of commandments contain d in ordi. 

Eph.ii, 1% nen: And Hor ted out the hand wwrit- 
ing of ordinances: which wes againſt. us, 
and contrary tu us; and took it —— 

Col i. 14. zvay nailing it to his croſs Like a can- 

celled bond which is render d. inſiguifi. 

cant, and of noſurther force. -'The-car- 
nul ordinanter ceas d, which ere impoſed 

Heb · ix. p. —_- till the time of reformation... He. 
put an end to all the ſolemnity of the tem- 

ple worſhip, and all the rites of ſacrifice; 

to the numerous obſervances requir'd, 

and to the whole frame and aeconomy. 

of the jewiſh ſtate. The ſhadows fled 

away at the appearance of the ſan of 
righteouſneſs, who was the body and ſub- 
ſtance of them. And he erected the goſ- 
pel ſtate in the room of it, and brought 
a fuller revelation of the will of God to 

u. 3. 1, men: The law deus given by Moſes, but 

Job. . J grace and truth came by. Jeſus: Chriſt 
He has eſtabliſk'd new laws and ordinan- 
ces, and appointed another way of wor- 
ſhip, more ſuitable to the ſpiritual nature 
of God, and the reaſonable nature of 
man: We are to worſhip Cod who 15 4 
ſpirit, in ſpirit and in truth. Ile has 

x Cor. iii. ht in an everlaſting righteouſneſs ; 
or the way of ratification by faith in his 
blood. He diſpences a more abundant 

influence of his ſpirit; under the goſpel 

9115 diſpenſation, 
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diſpenſation, "which" is the minißbrutim 

of the ſpirit; and gives a more certain 

diſcovery of tlie futute Rate; and Grimes 

life and immortality to light by the goſpeln : 
» Beſides) he exerciſes a e domis.. | 

_ and 9 in the hearts of men. 

ſtrong holds of Satun, 

— brich every imaginutiun, and every; 

thought” to the obedience of Chriſt; aud 

to a hearty conſent and compliance witk 

the methods of his grace, and the ap- 

pointments of his will. He changes and 

torms the minds of men by the power 

of his grace, againſt all the power of 

darkneſs and prejudice, and all the ha- 

bits of ſin. He brings the mot obſtinate, 

and the moſt oppoſite to a choſen ſubjecti· 

on, and makes thema Willing people in tb 

dayof his power. He ſupports and carries Pſal cx. 3. 

on the intereſts of his kingdom, by a ſe- 

ctet agency and inviſible power; and 

tho” he does not appeat in outward po-. 

er and glory, and ride in triumph over the 

necks of his enemies, conquering the na- 

tions of the earth, and dividing inheri- 

tances among his followers: yet he ex. 

erciſes a ſovereign power, in amore ſtiſi 

and ſtent manner; and with greater au? 

thority, the Wich leſs appearance ang 

pomp. He preſides over all the affairs of the 

world, and exerciſes a Watchful care tor 

the good of the church. He curbs and 
101161159 the 


2 Cor, — 


— 


1.881 
EAT: 73), ad — changes their, mind., He 


Prov. woof "Io 


15. 


hk 


hen 
a ruin the x 7 (1 — a 
Were call iſt s l 
other ſb Faule 
. = le. ed the eftabliſhment go. 


The. Maſtab of Betblebem 


ins. the \[pirits of. men, and checks 


LG the mind, which. is out 
t ste 1 powerd of the carth, 
py exerts his au e ethicaciou 


1 — ner. 72 By him, the di 
logos, and ky ſonal, wildom — 
Ld wk FEARS decree jt 
8 artcd in their autho 

S's A and 125 t hin dane 

v5 ih fan er Oblerve concctn. 
1g. the —— and rule of the Mel 
fab, that, fag Prophet here foretels ſeve. 
ral 1 of it. As. the enlarg- 
it, by the. gathering in of the 
a world 7 herefore, wil 4 Live 
them up till this time 3. ich tra. 
.velleth, 12 bring forth, hen the ren. 
nant of his brethren ſball 89105 unte the 
ebildren of Iſtuel. They ſhall. be expo 
o many troubles, till the church of the 
Jeut, which has long labour d under 
treat diſtreſs, ſhall LONG 8 os Mel 


ernment in he. Wark: 3 a 4295 "foal 
Wn feed in ength of, f be Not 
and in the — Phe nent ft 7 


Viitu 
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| made peace between God ànd man, by 


Kon of man 


N irt the early times of Ehrifti- 


e Mrd 325 


tis God] and they ſhalt #53de; for B fh n Hag.ii. 5 
great wth the 20 rl earth; Tit Ephiii 14 
will be lettled in rhe exerate' of his office" 
by the mighty power Of God and Hs 
dominion ſhall be enlarge d, and is B 
nbut advatic'd over Alf'the world: He 
ſpeaks of his giving peace? and hir = 
ſhall be rhe Prate,” Which 18 agreable' 

the ex reſſion of Huggas In this plies... 
will I g peuce: ad to that of the 
apoſtle; 72 our peate: Ie will give 
chem peace by the cotiqueſt"of his ene- 

mies in due time; but chiefly, he Has 


the blood of the crofs, and pro 
peace with one another by his doctrint 
and laws. And he foretels the Jane 

* ——— of it in the world: He 
be great wnto the ends of the earth, 7. 
or the re of Fudah' ſball be inthe 


midſt of many #9 „ 4 — — from 
the Lord, ſhowers 1 afs, 
which'tarry not for man, nor eds or the 


ſons of men. The temnant of the Fews, 

and*efpetially the apoſtles; mall be ſcat- 

ter d throꝰ many parts of the earth, atid 

be ableſſing from e to thoſe they ſi- 

ved among and the means of tlie cond er- Ra 

So we read. From the womb |. 
the m „thou haft the deu 2 

7 5 hic I ſignifies — 


anity 


Tbe Mefſlab of Bible hem. 
anity ; like the drops of de in the morn. 
ing; and not by any human power, but 
b an immediate providence, and ſpecial 

ſence of God with them?" Proceed 

La I NWO. A 2 0101159) 9701s) 
1-40 UW 20047-2340 yrainydd 41 
I. His diyſne eue bauer eternity 

er bis being. hose g Have 

been from of olui from A This 
"Piainly proves that the Prcßdety relates 

to the Meſſiah, and can belong to no 
other. This is ſpoken with reſpect to 

- his divine nature, and is diſtinct from 

his coming forth, mention d in che be- 
geeinning of the verſe; and is plainly de- 
Aigr/4to ſignify, his eternal exiſtence as 

God, as the former did his temporal ex- 

iſtence as man: This is the proper date 

of cach; the one was in Berhlebam Ju. 
dub, in the time of Auguſtus; the other 
was; of old, from euerlaſting of from the 
| days of eternity. This going forth is ſpoken 
of as an actual thing, and what was in be 
ing the other as athing to come, and which 
would be hereafter. Tis ſometimes 

uſed of the expreſſion of a word, which 

is the production, or going forth of 

1 mouth; and is proper to ſignify 

the eternal generation of him Who is 
Called the ter of God. Tis ſaid to be 
um of old, from everlaſtmg': The one 

is theexplication- of the other, and more 
ak explicite 
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mean, many ages befete, ot à great 
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explicite and, determinate. He does nat 
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while ago, but fromeyerlaſting; Both 

theſe: words arc uſed an this ſenſe of 

ſame perſon : The Lord poſſeſs d me un 

the e of his ways, before his works Pran uit. 
w, ſet up from everlaſt- 

the beginnings. or ever the cart 

= 80 tis uſed of God: & 

bideth of old From ee 

laſting, i ban art God. Thy ibrone is e 

fabliſi of wid ; thou art from everiaſt- 

ing. is a particular expreſſion to this 

purpoſe in the prophet: Vea, before che Int. wii 

day was, I am be. So ſome read the 23: 

word here; from of old, i. e. Before the 

days of old. | ni 137: 3% 500 

Ihe eternity of the divine being is of- 

ten deſcrib'd in this manner in the 

old teſtament ; and the hebrew lan- 

guage has no other way to expreſs a pro- 

per eternity: Before the mount ains Were 

brought. forth, or ever thou badſt formed *<% 

the earth and the. world. And f old 

thou-haſt. laid the foundation of the earth * 

and the beguens are the works ef thy a 

hands Which the apoſtle. applies to 

* 7 renders 2 ded — 

1 inni 4 1 

of the earth; on is. repreſented; in 

the new teſtaracat, not only as being 


. 15 19 


XC. 2. 


1 * 2 


before Abralum was; but n 
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528 The Mifuub of BHE 
1 beginning with Gol 4 4.7% all 
"things, and the firſt born 0 a crea- 
Joh. i. 1. Tue; we . ene begar- 
Coloſs. ten before all creation, MR re any 
15- 17-thing was created, He ſays, I am al. 
Rev 4. «Pha aud omega, the beginning 270 the end 
_ 17. And Tam the fit and the dat; without 
4 beginning and without end, Wh? is pro- 
perly eternal; and is equivalent to the 
expreſſions in the old teſtament, From 
everlaſting to 3 This title is 
aſcrib'd ro the God of pact, and made 
IKi.zliv. peculiar to him: I am the firft, and I 
| am the laſt, and beſides me there is no 
God. There is the ſame ſcripture evi- 
dence of the eternity of the Son, which 
there is of the cternity of the Father ; 
for the ſame expreſſions are uſed in both 
caſes, and applied to both. If it prove 
the one, it muſt neceſſarily prove the o- 
ther, and we cannot weaken the force 
of the expreſſions, but it muſt equally 
affect them both. We are able to form 
no diſtinct conception of infinite durati- 
on, any more than of infinite ſpace; but 
as there is no conceivable medium be- 
tween God and creature, and every poſ- 
fible being muſt neceſſarily be cither one 
or the other: So there is no medium 
between rie and eternity. That 1 5 
was before all creatures, Was Jod; an : 


that whictr was before all time, Was fy 
2 ternal 


\ 
. 
q 
. 
l 


the creart or b eginaing 


in ee u. dee 


ternal. We know. o nothing before 
g of the world, 
but eternit 1 The 18. tlie utmoſt dat 
created 5, nd. The, firſt. i 
time i of e ES 
* Feoh dane reſo from this 0 
2 proj Mee, compar d Vin 
Other tons of {cri ipture 3 that the 
Meffith i ii petly, eternal, and , with- 
Gut betzingln of bethg. And tho he 
s indeed, ke . begotthn ſon ef: God, 
and expre image * Lit father's Pre 


Us Vet that was by an, eternal, ine 7 | 
le 


generation of the Father, which is 
bove. all our notions. and expreſſionę to 
explain, and which the. antient, chriſtan 
writers ſo. often repreſent under the 
image, of tays of light iſſuing. forth from 


the Jun ; and the act of God in loving 
himſelf. 


£ 4 


ces from what has been ſaid, with rela- 


tion to the three parts of this diſcourſe, 


* We "may... learn, from hence, that 
meaner places may receive great honour, 
85. the birch of great perſons in them, 

Bethlehem which was little among 
: be thouſands of Fudah ; wasyethonourd 
by the birth of the Meſſiah, and made, 
remarkable thro! all ages of the church, 
beyond many places of great renown, 
which are n now l and l bog 


rns 


I ſhall only draw theſe es 1 N N 


325 


en 


I m dr 1 6 of Bale 
Pons 2 75 ablc 19 _= 


5 

e a 10 5 | 

Many places of mean, note, have, ſome- 

times been rendered fa by the birth 

of ſome eminent perſo mon, theta 
temarkable for wiſdom or yalgur; fot 

_ ſome. diſting ulthe eee e pub 

lick wan A great light has ſome- 

times ſprung out of an obſcure corner, 

And given a. luſtre and gloty to places 

otherwiſe hardly known in the wotid. 

_ And, that this may not ſeem an uncon- 

cerning ſpeculation, let us make this uſe 

of it, to ourſelves; to endeavoux to make 

the places of our birth remarkable by 

eminent goodneſs, or ſignal ſeryice. Lis 

a {mall thing to be born in a famous city, 

or in a place of great renown; and to 

able to lay with the Apoſtle, to the chief 

. captain; I am à citizen of nd\ mean Cy, 

ii 28. and, 1 am free born. "Tis a mean thing, 

to be beholden to the place of, out birth, 

And detive honour from it, Which is only 

1: accidental to us; and common to the 

good and the bad: But let us;cadeavour 

to be ſuch, chat the places of our birth 

may be beholden to us; that ve may 

r k not be a diſgrace to 2 place of the great 

| eſt renown, and may give credit and re- 
„ to $a meaneſt and 'obſcureſt f 
1 e Sing at hofitong Som 
"Mt 14 


— 


* 

yl 
2 
Do 


Vs 


F 


"The Meſſieb of \Betblcbem 
And he place of On n bert es, 
overrated \bya' wo providetice, 


and by many removes, e ac com- 


= che Ae 5 roy: 


10 Him! fo 18 
N vir "IT whe N 


remarkable, 
in the care of a 5 providence, and 
in directiig Mets places of out birth and 
abode; and All reno? of lite; in 
chooſing var enhtritance for 17, and defer- 
mining the times before af 
the bund of our W ! 
we ate born in a land of light, 9 cir · 
cumſtances of ſingular advantage, and te 
lines ure fuin to us in ple ere oac 
which perhaps lays the foundation; 
gives the occaſion of all our aſtet im- 
provement, eee ee 
tives.” (ER + IV OTE Ihe 


23. Fromm this antes of the Melliah 
we learn, how to 
rarry it towards him, ànd what our be- 


as the alex in 


haviout” otight to bes Our Lord ſays, 
LA call we Lord und Maſter,” and ye fay job. 

"well; for Ian That is fo far £4 
to ou his right and authority but thar 
is not enough: And therefore he farther 
tells us, War every ont that ſaith uo 


pointed, 80d 12s a. 
s When 


13+ 


. Lal Lord, ſhall enter into the brag. Mat _ Vit 


dan of Beaver ; bus he that doth the 1 
Ear Fethir, which" ifi bebe. The 


tf M m 2 


W of his name, 1 
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Mal. i. 6: 


25 muſt doit e as Tha the 2 


The: Meſſab of Bet ble hem 


ed with the m pompous appcarances, 
and ſolemn appeals, will not be. ſufficient 
to recommend us. 10 his fayour or entitle 
us to his king We muſt behave 
our ſelves CO ſuitabliy y to ſuch a 
character and relation: God lays in_the 
prophet, If I am a.Father," where ig my 
Honour? If 1 am Maſter, where is my 
"fear : We muſt reyerence and fear him 
in our minds, and yicld ſübjection and 
obedience to him, as Our great Tuler and 
Lord. We muſt receive the law from his 
mouth ; and yield to his e influ- 
ence in our ſouls. 

And as he is infinitely good, 3s well 
as great, and the moſt kind and gracious 


Lord; ſo all our obcdicnce to him muſt 
be frec and choſen; from the moſt kind- 


ly. convictions of mind, and with the 
fulleſt conſent; we muſt * his yoke, for 


it is eaſy ; and his burden, for it 15 Ig. 
It muſt be entire and unreſerved, without 
Exception, or 9 8 neither 9 


8989 4 


— — every one. And as his e 


is peculiarly ſpiritual, and oyer the minds 


of men; ſo muſt our obedience be too: 
We.muſt wor ſhip God in s ſrt, "and 


atever We 4 


25 


the heart; and 


J,4 


"Tp Ar. \ C1 8 ns * 
The Meſiab of Bethlehem. 

or in his sicht. "How little can metebod}- 
ly exert and external rites, be ſuppoſed 
70 7 "5 under the ch ſpiritual diſpentation 
the golp el? W in 9 85 1 5 and 
ſhews, Welden ſince of heart, and 
fervour of ſpirit 3 withour a, due atten- 
tion. of mind, | of, the" [uitable working 
of holy, edlen N Wwe muſt ſerve him 
with an, engaged and united heart. Let 
us always keep up 4 fuſt ſenſe, of his 
governing authority; and preſerve a tem- 
per of mind, readily' diſpoſed to do his 
will, and ſubmit to his diſpoſals. 
3. From the eternity of his Being, We 
may learn, the Divinity of his perſon: 
He is truly God, whoſe goings forth were 
from of old, from everlaſting. An eters 
nal creature, is a contradiction; for the 
notion of a creature implies, arbitrary 
pleaſure, and dependence tis a thing 
which once was not, and might never 
have been. To be before all things which 
Were made, and yet to be a made Being ; 
to be the maker of all things, and yet 
to be himſelf created, is a flat incon- 
ſiſtence 755 for it confounds the notion 
; of Creator and Creature, which is the 
plaineſt and moſt cettain diſtinction in 
_uniyerſal nature. He who was before all 
Kings... and from everlaſting ; muſt for 
at.reaſon, be truly God; and not in 


a ſenſe, a created being. The Evan, 


Mm 3 geliſt 
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Ih. i. 2.3. 


Lord. 


Tho" Miah of Beikibbeni | 


70 in joins Ades © Ideas tot oethet he —1 
n the ging 90006 od, v7 4 G 
2 | all 79 17055 7 7 Hef 
him Was 0 ot any VS made, 
1 10 Was made, D Iod 3111 It 

Let this ſerve among Act onthe: 

29%, to raiſe our apprehenſions' of the 

bleſſed Redeemer ;. and firenyrheh out 
faith of his divinity. Adore Him as Four 
God, as well as obey him as 'your Lord; 
join them both to ether, and fay with 
Thomas, My Lord, and my God. Put 
your truſt in him, 29 ar al-ſuffictent fa 
viour, who is an eternal perſon; place 
your happineſs in him, as the chief good, 
who is from everlaſting to everlaſting ; 
have nothing higher in your wiſhes and 
defires then to be with him, and behold 
Bis glory; and to be abſent from the body, 
and preſent wifi be Lord: Comfort 
your ſelves with-this hope, under all 
the burderis of nature, and forigws, of 
life 7 yu Joe 4 2 1 20 


Let us bea Fo con | 
minds, by ſcriptygg&vidence and ſober 
reaſon ; without infemperate paſſion, or 
bitter zeal. Divine truth needs no ſcan- 
dal or force, and ſuch methods only pre- 
judice an adverſaries mind; but never 
inſtruct, or convince ; and are no more 


proper to convey light to others, then of 
receiving 


The Meſſiah of Babi, 


receiving 1t Fe We muſt contend 
12 25 os lt truths, lo as. 


ur = 0 120 and pt 
RN bee Wy £0 Es VE 
poſition af We are g en reins 
ox, brug 10 receive a and embrace 5 
ourſelycs. 1. 6. oh, the proper evidence of 


truth, a c force of ronment and rea- 
ſon. e full (cop Th the beſt en. 


deayours, and in this' £6 „we may moſt 
likely hope for a divine. blefing 37 and 
the ſucocs a and l of truth in the 


world. 7 8 Tr) * ＋ # ” <7%Y * * . * „ 1 | 5 
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' Meſſiah, A Prieſi u upon 4 2 


Seen isses 
2 Lg, 1146, 
Zach. vi. 13. 


— And he ſhall fit and rule. upon his +, 
throne, and he ſball be a prieſt upon his... 
throne ; and the counſel of peace, ſhall 
ee IE Os 1 


LE huD W. n U 

ET; HE wordeareancmiphatical | 
Kg ccprefentationrof Chriſt, = 

ia the perſon of Nelas; 
the prophet is directed in 
a viſion to tate ſilver and 
gold, and make. à croun; 
. ſer them upon the head of Foſbua,' the 


thus adorned with enſigns of royalty and 


pricſihood, is * "image af the perſon 
AA of 


Ton of Paſedeck, the Agb ies: Jane 


PH = — \T Aa -—=< — 


Ln HE as. 
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of the Meſliah, in whom this was exactly 


to bo verifige; A onlyaiue later branch Oy 
of the Verſe, A onfitfer or chis time; 2 ol 
NS HOO) 


And he feall fit. and ruls upon his thy 

Sc. Ahich 18 e ont 
EW 

pricfE5 FAN 2 Its JN eee 


the offigg Methahy”as a king 
T Nag i; jr I > 


I. To 9 Aua de the account 


7 


here given of each?" a 
II. What is jointly ſaid af both. "rs 
then apply them. 
&; oi 5B 


I. I ſhall conlh der the Ale account 
of cach. and that is very particulat ang 
ſgnificatt. Via r : £700 N * ; 

WII \$-25 Wb AL 3 DNS 

F. 1. The account of his kingly one 
He ſball fit and rule upon his throne. Here 
I ſhall briefly conſider, what is the hre 
upon — ſits; and what the fOr _ 
of the expteſſion implies; When Een Mt 
he ſhall ic and rult upon it by 

r Of the throne upon which he” „ 
[ ſhall give a ſnhort view according to 
the Leripturs repreſentation of it“ Fr 
Example Wee ihe ee eee N 

There is the —— 
8 is the natural Lord ot the 

tg whole 


— 


Meſſi, 4 Prieſt. dien a Tron; 


- - '» whole. ercation;. and has a, right to every 


thing upon the title of creating, them; 


Joh. i. 3. He made all things,, and with aut him 


ou 1. an not hung 


made, Which W4s, made; 
and y bim were: all things created. He 


5 n of his own Work 


> 1 manſh 


ip, and all the creatures are his, by: 


the higheſtcitle and ſtrongeſt claim. This 
is a throne erected to the honour of the 


Creator, to which, every creature is to 
bow, and from whence, every. creature 
receives the laws of its reſpective nature. 
There is no created being exempt from 
this power; not the higheſt order in hea - 
ven, nor the loweſt rank on earth; be- 
cauſe the foundation of it is common to 
all: The title of Lord of all, is founded 
in a natural right, as well as divine ap- 
pointment; and the Redeemer of men, 
to be conſidered as the Creator of the 
world. leb, Iii 10 219180801 | 

And he-micaover all by his daily. pro 
vidence, and exerciſes a proper dominion, 
tion, and preſerves the life, and, being of 
cvery creatures ſo the Apoſtle ſays, and 
by: 2555 all things conſiſt, as by bim ail 
things are created: Their confiſtency. is 
preſcrved, and they are made to continue 
and hang together, in their proper 2 
and order; and kept from digbanding and 


en into \canfulion., be uphold 


— 


8 


. e . an A” aan * 


2 =, _, Lo. = , 0 2 


grace; and fo he rules over the faln worl 


Meſfiab, 4 Fricſt uon a Nik! 6539 
all things by"the word of his per. ic e. Heb. i. 3, 
In their natural fituation, = mutual _ 


lations to one another. He preſerves th 
harmony of the whole ereation, direct 


ing the motibns of the heuvenly bodies N 
and ruling all the affairs of men; for por. viii. 
im kings reigu, und print decree Lg 9 15. 
and he DBA of 2 and of Rev. xvii. 
Kings” Ii this ſenſe, 1 14 
owe hint homage; and all the orders of 
being, Angels as well as mon are ſubjecb to 
en 9V15999H1 414 to 9901 

"Beſides; Thete is the 'throne of grare, 

Let ns come boldly to the throne of grace: Heb. iv. 
This was typified by the mercy ſeat under 8. 
the law, which was called the propitiatory, 
and betokened mercy to gailry ſinners, 
through the great propitiation. Here he 
ſes as the prinee of peace, and God of yy 


not upon terms of rigorous juſtice, bat 
methods of merey, ent of gracious con- 
delſbentio eee 221 11279 5th abi 
There ate 600 ant jnfteartonts of the- 
kingdom of grace; the laws of the writ- 
ten word, andthe operations of the bleſ-- 


4 4 — 
} #1 1103. 3 


led ſpirit : From this throne, he gives 
forth the laws of his word, and proclaims 
glad tidings of prace. He has eſtabliſhed; 
a new covehant, which preſcribes the: 
terms of à faln ſinners acceptance with 
ah and dhe — duty; _ 


5 Me 5 5. A Pf up oh 4 Tele 


has inſtitutec the MITT of worſhip, 
ad means o our addreſsto God; of pay: 
ing our homage. to him, and receiving 
bleſſings from him. And. from hene 
he 8 his holy, ſpirit,” -which com: 
prehends all good things | ; "by. which he 
Works e lly, upon the minds of men, 
re news the divine image, Which fin had 
defaced; . conveys. a gracious, influence, 
and affords ſuitable ſuccours; Me obtain 
1, mercy and find grace ta helb, in time if 
weed. He inlpires our hearts With haly 
Joy by the ſpirit the Comforter, and give 
a clearer view. and delighttul ſoretaſt of 
the future glory, and is the ſeal and car. 
neſt, of the inheritance. He is preſent in 
the chriſtian {church by his ſpirit, and 
wells in the hearts of ſincere chriſtians 
'RW abides with them for ever. Th 
whole adminiſtration, of the kingdom of 
-— is peculiarly in the hands of the 
ediatour, and under the influence of 
the divine ſpirit; and he is with then 
always, even. unto the end of the world 
So he is to be conſidered as Cod our . 
viour, and as the head and king of thi 
church. . 7 
Again, There is the throne Sn 
Hei is conſtituted judge of the aln Wot 


WO 22 ot the Father judgeth g man. but h 


"©" committed all _— to he ſon... . 
wal appear in the end of the world, in the 
quality, 


j 
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quality « of a judge ; clothed ich ſur prem! 
anthority,, and with. the ene 0 
holy angels. His tribunal 19 be ri gh- 
teous and i impa ial, ſor ke . * il july 7b, 
world in righteouſs 12 ; Annid 
euer man, ac cor din 755 ee My 
will be no toon 707 bribery and corrup* 

tion, no onc WIII be able to avoid appear: 

alice, Or evade the evidence there WII 

be no ch alleinge to his authority, or any 

a ppeal he to an higher court... ben the 

12 ſhall come in Bis glory, and Matt. 

4% the holy 1 0 with him, then ſhall" 3 
le fit upon the throne of his glory; aud 

before him, ſball be gathered all 1 our: : 

They will be accountable for all the ſe- 

cret thoughts of their hearts, as well 
0e 175 0 ; for 4 — wor, 

will be brought int ment, with every. |, 
ſecret 82s F 1 be good, or + 5 
ther. it be evil; And the Abele ſays, 

He will judge the ſecrets of men by Feſus Rom. ii. 
Chriſt, actording to my goſbel. He will 1. 
pronounce a ſolemn ſentence, accordin 

to the different ſtates of men; and agju 

rewards and puniſhments, as they ate ei- 

ther righteous or Wicked; according to 

8 07 me Were 7 £0 * one, 

ome ye ed Ot of my Pat 
inherit the Kingdom; and to the e 
* e cur) 130d. e a+; ; Pre 


49 2 
er 


dcm, from tite Redeemer's throne, a 


— ohen ee, 
3 Bonour . and is ſented on fl ford — 


54 «Meſſiah, I Preff po- d 


W follows Exec. 
tion; The wirked will go into ®verlaf 
puniſbment, but the Fbrebus inte 

ne aer 5919191401 2 WM 
Ve The trenbling world“ Will wart th. 


their final ſtate be determined by bis 


- - "rence; Every mouth will bet w_ 


und the Whole world approve 


and juſtify 


© proccedings, — arporren 
be 


„ and clear when he ju 
Luaſtly, There is the throne: & 5 
the ſeat of royalty and bleſſedneſs Dk. 


He a2 
ceivable Ee ; with his voten 
the glory of hir Father, witty his effenria 
- - glory as God, and his acquired glory 's 
Mediatour; with the majeſty of # God, 
and the glories of a Saviour; thining in 
the perfections of Deity; in the gloty ot 
his perſon, and the fplendout of his court; 
Placed in the centre of Wen and 
farrounded” with all the heavenly hoſt] 
receiving univerſal homage; and the eter- 
nal praiſe of all the bleffed; directing all 
the Angels of heaven, ho are ſubjett 
to him, and execute his W III. 
80 we read of his entering” imo his 
kingdom," and into his glory; * he” 1 


ppears im heaven, with an uncon. 
„ 1 


Ui 


— 


re e ex il 
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of the throw of the majeſty in the: hea- 
vent. i. e, He is advanced to the higheſt 
g nity and honour in heaven, Nea, and 
he is repreſented as ſitting upon HAIER 
thrones Tu him who poercemerth, Twill 
I give ta ſis, ith ene um n Soraene, even Rev. iii. 
a 1 alſo cue ,, and am ſen doumnaans 
my, Hat hen on ſus throne q and I bete „. 6. 
and lo, in the mid/t of abe throne, — ſtood 
a lamb arit, had been lain, and 1 babrid, 
aud heurd the voice of many Angels round 
about the throne, —— n 5 
voice, worth is the laub which was 
lain: And, we read of the throne of Gad, xxii. 3. 
and of theJamb and the fame acknow- 
ledgments; and aſcriptions of glory ae 
given to him who fitteth wean: av ell 
and unto rhe lamb. un 

2. The form of rhe expreſſion, he wall 
frand. rule upon his throne, may ſignify 
two things ; cithet mag ni ſtrence and Gran 
deur: He tet 9 * ruleth upon his 
throne. 1. e. He is adorned, with the em 
ſigns of majeſty, and all the marks of 
Aignity; ande is atrended With all the 
hoſts of heaven and earth? He firs /upon 
the throne, while they alf Mat cou 
about him. They ſtand in the humble 

te ot reverence and ſubjection, xcady 

70 pay their hamage, and do hie WU, 
The conrciers Sf heaven, and and Wait, 
While the King of coy hs ur 7 
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| 5 11 oy Saab, As 1 
& magnificence of the cl 
With all the hoſts of. 192 0 
is beck; who, t les over all 
of men, and js "adored ac 
de higheſt” and, 
heaven. 1 
* Or elſe it ma) ſis nify Halllity and pet. 
ity. So the * poſtle ſays But 72 
1 * ſon he ſaith, 10 throne 0 e is for 
and ever; a ſcepter of righteouſneſs 
ky * ſcepter if thy Pe 515 ro 
is eſtabliſhed for ever, and I he f is u galter⸗ 
ably fixed upon it. The ex preflion. im- 
5 rts a firm and ſure poſſe On, as. in 
magnificence and ſtate; and is as if it 
"Were laid; he ſits firm upon his throne, 
"% His proper” "feat and the Place of 1 his 
| 5 udl rcligenee : His e 
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irac 77 9 5 and, cunning, 
N 1 1 deliver o N e dom Ih 


Father at 1 05 the World; FI 6. be 
© mediatorial We whey the K * 


© _ admiſtiration, of. it will ceaſe, and the 
_ ends of it are. attained; yet he will reign 


for ever and. ever, 5nd. be the eycrlaſting 


object of adoration and Obedience to pr 


Jag offered by the 


the glorified and redeemed world. 

2. bh am to conſider the priefth of- 
__" "This is remarkably deſcribed ; He 
ſhall be a ptieſt upon 4 throne. The of- 

of prieſthood refers to that of the 
15 alen under the law; and muſt 
" underſtood to conſiſt of two parts, of 
offering /acrifice, and making interceſſion. 
He ett 
Natisfadtion,” to expiate our guilt, and pro- 
cure bleſlin ngs at the hand of God: So be 


{4 | 


Lare his life @ ran om) * many, and ofs 
Jered one {acrifice for for ever, The 


vas the true and Ke lacrifice of 


g itiation, which was typified by all "the 


egal Gacritices, and by the great propj- 


year in the [+ 125 talernaelt, 


biel 


* ＋ us. But with this 
important 
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* 17 mah eln for us, Which 

is c other part * the prieſily office. 
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$15 for the actual diſpoſal of che blc(: 

ings of his pure By his, facxifice he 
atoned the divi Ic dil b lealurs, by his in- 
erceſſion he, obtains the divine, favour. 

F * Ae b his, dcath all. bleſſings at 
* nd of God; by his interceſſion he 
edu the xſtowal of them, The one 
.. gives, him 2 right to them, the other 
Procutes us the grant of them. The in- 
e of our great high prieſt may 
conceived as a recommendation of the 

I ayers and ſervices of the. ſaiats to Cod, 


0 
aa vit. and to. dl ers up the prajers. af all 
: pa, © 1 


"Taints up attar-gphich. is be- 
foret e VE 00 W the mc- 
his blood 1 Of his 1a- 
15 HE Accept ab 72015 EXVICE 11 
ao 9.1 50 Rang 1550 LY Fcgar e 

. So the 2 1 4 
2 it hand of mere 

«4 Fd US: :qHe ſes des üg 


2 


inccment, And is the ” 
1 ZH 14 bs the wh he <a 


H. 


# be 


-Mefrah, WW Prvefh 


en, mater: 22 0 "48. "A 

enbred Fats beben 79 4% 2 

9 = 5 0 of 2 9 ap- orf 
U ere Wa d 5 7 = , 4 


hn Mie Wie 26 — 5 Th 
ts Neo And 
a ſacrifice it muſt 1 
a mett "op appli fication" ts? the” divit 
of but to his 3 an h 
uit fuit, bit 484 juſt derte nd; not 
R "Pfavour, bur claiming 4 5 ic 
He pleads aw and juſtice. 
But the mphaſs of the bepteli oi fe 
in the peculiat om of it; He ſhall” be a 
pricſt aon thront; aud it may be Con- 
\"idered as tmperrins two things; 
: 2130p 3 of both offices in his 
perſon. He is inpeſlec with the autho- 
gos; king, and the power of pril, 
ot 7 ebncuf in i perſon.” Es a 
of e a throw, "that's, in his 6 cba · 
2 ne is a Prieſt and à King Atthe | 
ſuame time! Theſe two offices were. e- 
perte rn others, and did hot uſe? J mect 
i tits une perfon';" the office « a King 
Was © diſtinct 1 the 23 ral 
a pricft, thitit pow hid province Were 
* Fake, they were choſen out ps 2 10 
nnd ce nt qualibica ns 
hy eiſite for cath.” Bnt in the 
Meffiah both of then Thi bow” oa 
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ae Auch ie is One a8 well as the other. 
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Hebt. iv. Hedis dur great RD pries, GN 14 
e into. . ee and ho is entered 
into. 77 7 ft if : 40 efppear in the pre- 

A Toh * He rctains the cha. 

Ee erg ng as well as of a 
ſoyereign Lord, 2 85 midſt of the higheſt 
Rev. v. 6. advancement. in heaven. He: is the Jamb 
Jain, in the dh of \the; thranen There 

are. marks 9 f his prieſthood now he is 
upon his, throne;;; and. he ever lies to 

make interceſſon, and is perpetually im. 
1255 in this kind „ Z1DGTLR 
bb The N BA his prieſthood... He 

. prieſt upon a. throne ;. i. & a royal 

pe or one of great power and autho- 

tity, and who always ſucceeds and pre- 

vails, As his mediatorial power and dig- 

nity is founded upon his ſufferings, and 

he therefore died and roſe, and reuived, 

Rom. xiv:thg? he might be Lord both of the: dead 
9 and living; and becauſe he humbled him- 
ſelf, and pecame obedient to death, even 

The: death of the croſs ; therefore alſo 
4% God highly exalied him: So his re- 
24 power and authority ſecutes the effi- 
Tach of his death. He prevails for all 
10 has not only merit by his 
but all. power in heaven and 
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71717. 
in the xxerciſe of . f tictth 4 
always prevalent! 3 ER 
obtains Bleche Father hears Fre ales 
Our heavenly” adtocite never 1616 ht: 
cauſe) dhdi al ways'Earries His point? Th 5 
regal power Joined with the authority” 
a 3 prieſt, gives him all Adlvag⸗ 
tage fot the accompliſiſſtg his Fratidus 
purpoles, and Tecutittg the intereſts ö 
his members: He pleads with the greateſt | 
authority ftom a royal throne;"” 1 Ball 
only obſerve here, that*tis'a glory 2 
to the Meſſiah ro be an enthroned 77 5 
and the'#hrones of prirſts applied to'rhi 
chriſtian miniſtry, favours ſtrongly of the 
pride and grandeur of latter eh but 
is unſuitable to the genius of tlie gol. whe 
pel, and x langunge Wholly: unknoWh "© on 
to it. rend * 1 NN 
* Kan 0% ene ee 

II. tart * gde what is 155 
of both And the connſel of peac ? ſha 
be bet ren them 5b be 25 under 
ſtood this to refer to the Father and Son ; ri 
ſo w find mention” made in the 20 


1 N 


going werſedof the Lord of hoſts; an 
the man whoſe name is the Branch. 
thett ib w Respect the erernal agree Aer 
Hitinony between them'borh.” 
They — Gy coflcutted in + 
. deſign of our redemption, a 

Nan 3 


380 en 


214 yy 8 5 and e 85 . 


e medliatofial of. 
5 is fometihes repteſemed un. 
ke terms ede relemp. 
lion, ir Which the Way of à fin e 
ty $45 achalte ind ned, and d feen 
a gtcement 10 nto; and this 18 ſap- 
poſcd' ro ro canada a the 
covenant. a made wich faln Riid 
Rilers in the gofpel, which Was in put 
ſuance of that agreement, and is to be 
tar to it as its fountain and original. 
But the direct and immediate reference 
is to the 7wo offices of the Meſhal, which 
are'exprefly mentioned in this etl; and 
the counſel of peace is a very ſignificant ex. 
ſion, and eaſy applicable to things as 
yell as perſons.” Thus, 
4. It may fignify the neceſſary concur- 
tener of both. This is at lcaſt ſuppoſed 
in the expreſſion,” that he was to be both 
king and prieſt; the one as well as the 
and not cither of them: alone. 
Tiere Was 4 neceſſity of both, and hei- 
thet of them would have: been luffcient | 
of it ſelf: Each Had its proper place and 
Oer, and neither of them conld-- be 
ſpared; both neceſſatily ace to 
Fach the: end Me ab pofcl : IS 122 ih 
1555 


on 


2 


70 puͤrchalſe 1 ſa int dleſſings 
15 s. He muſt be © a priclt to cigte dür 
i guilt 


1 — 


—_—_— = 


” = Ad ” 


degener 
3 


0 
1 
2 
4 
1 
1 : 
d 
8 
0 
16 
: 
It 


Meſſiah, APricft up a 'Throve. 


2 


there cus bp. ang WE, not 
be redee bes, precrans blog. n 
the other ao che kuigly (office 
NA .relcue.,ps gut of rhe. ds 
01 

poſſet 


enemies, aud defend us, in. 
9; —.— ts; 0 fubdue.ch 
Pack of he, and, reſtore the: regu}aziry 
ene err 10, 900861 
Ihe on i to expiate the 
guilt of fin; the, other to deſtroy the 
power of, it: One was neceſſary with re- 
ſpect to, God, who, had been offended 
by fin z the other with reſpect to gur 


1 ſelyes, who had been deptaved by it: 


It was neceſſary he ſhould. be a. pc th to 


encourge our hope and confidence in our 
addreſles to ts and that he ſhould. be 


a, king, to preſerve our reverence, and 


ſecure our obedience. The one was ne- 
ceſſary, that we might not be. tertiſicd 
with the majeſty of God, and his greet- 
neſs make us afraid; the other 5255 
might not preſume on his m 


e ito. boldneſs and fawilia 
word, the one was necellary tg, 
his. N the other to keep up. 

FO ority. 
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Hin bath God exalted to be @ pri 
part ha fo give xepent ance 4 i 
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5 Meſſiabj A Hud ußvm d Abr, 
ane Their full ene andiagreement 
together. eee peace fhall be be. 
tu them bat eytbotk cntircly-1 
. agtege 1 2 rec ſohſe of the 
expceliion..., They are diſlinct offices, as: 

we ohſexyed before; ail have-each their 
proper and btehnuenmgten. 

not, ſupply the place, or petſorm the 

e o the other Tis not che place of 

a 1 to ſacriſter i or of a pritiſito tulo: 
Nexęrtheleſs they both concur and agree 

together in him and never dafh or in- 

tetſere with one another. I hey never 

inyade each other's tight, or intrude into 

one another's place. They keep their pro- 

per pl acc, and act with full concert They | 

are in a ſtate of, perfect harmony;.and: 
admirably conſpire to accomplith bann N 

mem god. ivonr „ t 10 10212265 

1 pricſt is advanc d to the theane; 

and, becomes a royal prieſt the king 

wears the pricſtly, robes, and condeſcends 

to perform the prieſtly office. He is the 

ſaviour of loſt men, by the joint and har- 

monipus excxciſe of his prieſtly aud king- 

8 ly Slice, by, the merit of his ſactiſice, 
3 ? ang the power of his grace, They ne- 
| ver, differ or diſagtee in any q inſtance, 
hy always. ſweetly accord, and ach with 


, always gotogether; 
e he is as, * 152 A prieſt, 


ig . and 


nal conſent, Hence we: ind they MF! 
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ue eAPriiÞujuts Tü. 555 2 
and the mer of hi8\feotligoes . 75 
with tho! 8 — 05 
prince, ho gras repentunce,; and 2 
eu, e ens] Re ulways — 
ine his entice habacter / And b one part 
it mult never be ſeparate front atrother? 
3 Their-mutual' ſubferwience tb ure 
another They are not ant in concur- 
rence ang agreement together; büt im 
mutual aflifiance and ſubfervience wy 6 
The pricttiy office laidd the foundatiom 
of the kitigly office, and iptepares the”? 
way for the lexerciſe of iti His throne?” 
is erected in his blood; and he is Lou 
of the, living; and dead, and highly eπτt̃ 
alted. above every nume been! he 
humbled himſelf, and became obedient * 
to death. Thie' higheſt? dignity and adv” * 
vancement of the Mcdiatour is the effeck 
and reward of his humble obedience 
and: bittet ſufferings He has acquited 
a right to rule by his death, and reigus 
over thoſe whom he has purchasd-by ©? 
is blood. The kingly office promotes I 
the deſigu of the pricllhyp for he con- 
quers them by his grace, Whom he Has 


r 


e„Fntomdiby his life, They are made Fo N 
„ ring: people in the day of his power,” 

h o whom-cherhas acquir'd 'a' right; they” 

y hofe him fbr-their Lord, who are mad 

„is purchaſed poſſeſſion. Ne protecls then 

t. y his power wo become lis property 

d ban and 


554: DMeſieb, E Hrieſt pon a Throw, 
and he defends his- putchaſe and con 
dune! 8 Nef mid da 

Ihe prieſt atones the offended deity, er 
the; king ſubdues che rehal xo himſeſt A 
the; ode telieves under thecguilt of fn, WM 
the other undet the dominien of it: By Wl \\ 
the one e are teſtot d tothe divine f . 
vour, by the other to the divine i image, 
The one makes us accepted in what ve ;; 
do, the other obedient to his Will. Take WM i; 
away the prieſtly office, and we fall un- 
det the condemnation of ſin; take away 
the kingly office, and we remain undet 
the deſtructive power of it. Sothat there 
is a mutual relation to one another, aud 
they promote and ſubſerve each others 
deſigns, as well as contribute | towards 
the common end. There is a wiſc con: 
duciveneſs to their proper and reſpectije 
ends; and the harmony and agreement, 
ig in order to mutual aſſiſtance, and in 
aid to one another: As neither of them 
could be ſpared, fo they need each others 
help; and neither of them are compleit 
„ + id Yo 7191 II 9713 95} 107 
O! bodo ibo int Aigtbaﬀr 5d 'br 1 

AI. I Hall new dicinctiy Apply botk 

of the tat 01 git 0 
e Of the former part. View him 
in his reſpective office. Conſider him 
as a ruler and Lord. See bim ſeated up 
on a tlirone, and with a ſceptet om 
Ch and: 


err rc + ot@ n = -»> > 9%; ST 23 0ST == . 


Se. = 


„ Meffab, A Prieſt ub a. Thrones) 355 
nnd: And fe thie great ceortiprchenſive 
ay we owe him, is ſubjection and obedip 
% Wl rice Bow tofkis Repretpandiyicld obe- 

4 aence to his ws. "He i Inveſted with” 
n, Wl corercigu atithefity; anda rightful cling? 
„ue have Twert allegianteto'ithis great 
+ WM 1-644; and prof fabjettiontso him? As? 
nua Date leon Guprized unt Chriſt,” 
laue put on Obnſt; l. oi wprofeflion of 
elan, and Gbligeion to Rn fer vice, r 
n. Obey himthen with all the heurt, and 
om a willing and uptighe mind, not 
t by conſtraiut and fear; or from: lower 
motives ahd*corffiderarions5 but from a 
deep conviction of mind) and with a 
free choice and / comſent, as a tighrful and 
gtaeious Lord: Take his yok#for it ix eaſy; 
aud his burdem for it is liebt; and to a4 
duly diſpoſed mind, none of his command. 
nem art grit won. Be obedient to all- 
the laws of his ſpiritual kingdom; attend 
upon every appointment of his -worſhip;z* 
pay an entire unreſeryed. /vbedicnce to 
very known command, und wherever 
you ſee the impreſſion of his authority: 
And be ſtedfaſt in your obedience to 
him, whoſe throne is for t vor und ever : 
be faithful to him in dependence up: 
hs grace, thrœall the changxs ahd trials 
df. fife} ancbünto the dent? 92 
On the ether hand, view him us 4 
prep He is a prieſt upon d throne: And 
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Here the great com rechen we dut IS? 

rift in de as welt. as 10 
re pon 15 {a ifice for by 
aroncment of in, and as | as t e founguiqn 
of alf yt hoßpts of 1 mercy. _ Let gulli 
finnetscomittlirtheir ſouls into his POWers 
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ful hands, and ventüré alltheir intereſts 
with him ttuft him entirely. with the 
great concerti'of your peace a and recon: 
ciliation With God, and of your. ſalyz 
tion and Happ licks hereafter. There b 
ſufficient virtue in his precious blood to 
procure the pardon of the greateſt ſu, 
and dein (Ne ee bleſſing. 
Truſt him with humble 0 aud 
aſſurance of his all- ſufficient merit and 
ability to fave; for he is able 50 ſave 2. 
the uttermoſt, and we may be Arc 
that whatſoever we commit to him 
able to keep to. that day. And he wh 
_ alla int our 1 8 f or deceives, 
egular truſt in him; for, he is both 2 
nerf and Faithful bj 85 171 Leave, 
the iue and event with um, ſecure o 
hie faithful . and; p W care, 
cacy of his facrificeto: 
its proper g's alid in the e 92 
Center your hopes upon t 11 
2 gtea 7 e oF 42 
and the m ile in r 
own mind.. i 207 87 WOT 
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F F. 2, Of the latter part; And the,coun- il 

' Wl 7 of peace ſpall be between them bothr: 

is Join both | together in, your practical | | 
regards.“ Dare, not o 1eparate what 


fiotably conneQed- by al 
thitigs, and'by, the will of God. 1 1,7 
Here mefi/are prone to run into fatal 
miſtakes, on either hand; rg. divide from 


one anorher What anuſt aha be united, 


God has joined VE 


ad. are. in- 
ith realom of, 
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and create 4 diſcord and, diſagreement 
where there is perfect harmony and peace. 
Thus, on"the"6ne hand, ſome men pr 
tend to regard Chriſt as a King, and pro- 
fels obedience to his laws j. they on the 
king Meſſiah,” who reveals the will of 
God to men, and pay bomage to his 
one. But they don't regard him as a 
prieſt; or think it neceſſary to rely on his 
mn cry to him, Lord, Lane 
and call him Lord and Maſter ; they mag: 
nify his authority and power; but ſeem 
to apprehend meanly of the office of a, 
ptielt, and the value of his lacrifce. But 
in reality, What muſt procure a ſinners 
acceptance With God, or ſaving bleſlings 
at his hands? Mhat muſt atone for the. 
defects of ybut obedience, or obtain par- 
don fot 'yout diſobedience? What mut: 
ceconciſe yo to an offended Nod; ot ten 
corntnend you to the favour of an 
boly God? The higheſt prctenſions of te- 
65 on a gard 
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no and: have done. 
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 ;.- \poury/an;1 and yo may be wroeprediy 
de beloved, and ee bim a 


Jung value of his: ſacrifices. without adi 


Aab Prieſi kon in Tire. 
ard o Cluiſt as a king, can never he 
bright, where men deny or neglect this 
urkgard to in as a pricſti --] 
Leime therefore herd ſeriouſly c 
ction yod againſt chis extreme. Sec thi 
oF aw join a dependance on the merit h 
the croſs with all your regards to the 

laws of his word; for rh ig hüt cn. 
inandi hat cr halisve on I b name of hi 
otter ſan. When you have dohe 


only 
all oy Zau are unprofitable forvanty 
na mort Then Was you 
Auty to da, int. Without any pretente, 
by your beſt ſcrvices, to propet mit 
dr deſert at the hands of God: Plea 
the merit of his blood, and intorceflivy 
r pardon and acceptance with Got: 
dhat God for Chriſt ſake could pardow'ul 


Malls: 2d 10:9002% ubnt adi hu a1 
On theater hank; ſorne:men/preren 
to truſt in hie, without obeying hin 
They have mighty reverence for th 
>prieſtly office:of Chriſt, und the efficit | 


regard to him As à king. They: traſt 
is merit, but don t obep asia They 
Spas upon ty3\rrok;>bardore\ bow n 
Aus ſecpter. iThey'(love!/rhle wund! 
wirr; nothing i ſc —— 


ars; perhaps, they are hardly patient d 
f hearing 


bid. He xcjedis it CT abhorrence: And 
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hearing any thing elſe fur ahey.pay 
him not: thechomage of avruling prince. 


They conſiderſhim as aſpꝛieſt indeed but 
not as a are unn Ai,. They hope 
to find mercy: with God i for: the ſakr of 
Chriſt, without ſincerqↄendeaVο,Üs to 
. pleaſe: God or under carcicis negleas, 


aud indulgemce to flag zi 16, ae 
The Apaſtle ſpcaks of this with de- 
teſtatiou, ab a pernicious:ubuſe of the 
gtace of God and perverting the deſign 


L ora De U Shall r contmue Rom. iv. 
in fin; that: grace may abounds God'for. 2. 


he threatens a juſt damnation to the Hu- 
lors of — ae report, that Re. © lit, 


way do eve.: N 8. 
Uulpeaks of the . 
men, Who — — grace ef ud. iv. 


Jofeiniouſuleſe's or grew: wanton and ſe- 

cure under the indulgence of the goſpel, 
in direct oppoſition: to the nature of it, 
5 turning Very ane 
of e. * and 7 i 
i, 


ie ater od 

bin This is a ground- 
440 ————— 1 rv folly : 

ol ar hope in Cbriſt will be in this life 
: on{y;311004d they wil be of all men moſt 
imſenulla ino the next: Their hope herc- 
0 ins yibsr 918 vf ,2qa0mq ehẽjr 
WN1189(H 


a o 1 
of - 3% © Wr - 


1 them whit they" kun 


deen chew aſbames, and ber 
2 * * * 8 by his dem 4 w "7 
; to his laws, according to the { 
led ee e 


is the ant eternn!” 
n 


of miquity, , N 
ingly 
ahle, novGttitanding al ing all Meri # 
his death 
Let me ſolemnly warn you againſt thi 
extreme; reſt not in a vain and pre ſump- 
tuous confidence which will betray you 
into a fatal miſtake at preſent, and final 
ruin hereafter. * Unite your regards to 
him, according to the double charactet 
he ſuſtains; obey and truſt him too; 
reſpect him as a king, as well as a prick; 
eye him as a prieſt upon 4 throne; be 
ſubject to his dominion, and truſt to his 
merit and welcome. By this united re 
gard to him you will come to have th: 
full benefit of his whole office, and wil 
obtain the pardon” of fin,” and all the 


bleflings of his purctaſe,” 3 
540 £11 9% To AD 1 f 41 tl ws Footy: 


ac at vin 221 G102h 087 wut - * 5 
1 hr munen * Mr 
aN nun bor cad nfm ied: 
Dee ens. 2d 
Nee neen en ne 1 
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hypocrites, and * 
finally rejected, and 


e mary AH n 
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Boba T fond my my Meſſenger, ad he ſball 
Prepare the * Fo yy before me: The Lord 
I © Whom ye ſeek, ſhall ſuddenly come to 
us temple ; even the Meſſenger of the 
© covenant, 2 Bom ye delrg ht in ; behold, 


; e ws the 7 Ale 


Y; 
7 rwo — going to Em- 
75 mans, penſive and concerned at 


gs and death; He 
2 infideti- 


| T ben and re 
Wand W at 


oſes, and all the pro- , 
P FS, xxiv. 37. 
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* be expaunded unto them in all the 
 ſeripturesz., The, things concerning himſelf 
This converſation of gur Lord with hi 
diſciples, has often raiſed. the pious cur 
| ality of many; as it, made the. diſciples 
— 22. Hearts burn within. them, While. he t talked 
with them by the un; aud opened the 
ſeriptures. And no doubt, if the divin 
wildom had ſeen fit, that thele iſcourſes 
had been recorded and preſerved; it 
would have given great light, into ſome 
of the difficult paſſages of the old teſta 
ment; and been one of the nobleſt en. 
tertainments in the world. The deſign 
I have been purſuing in theſe diſcourſes 
is ſomething like this converlation of our 
Lord; To open to you in all the ſcriptures, 
the things concerning him; and to trace 
the footſteps of the Meſſiah throughout 
the old teſtament. And though in the 
Want of ſuch; a comment as our Lords 
diſcourſe: with his diſciples, there cannot 
but be ſomething difficult and obſcure, 
in theſe antient prophecies; yet, by the 
light of the goſpel revclation, and the 
aſſiſtance of the bleſſed ſpitit; we ma) 
hope to conſider them, to our Dreien 
advantage. >. ov en ot | 
The Sons ſem nne Ned with the 

: foregoing clauſe of the former chapter 
where he repreſents wicked, men ſaying, N 
Every one who doth evil, is good in i 


420 TL. +4 | ſight 
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ht of the” Lord, and he delightet h in 
them'; ok, Where is ihe Cod of fudg - 
nent? Like the ſcoffers of the laſt days, 
Where is the promiſe of his coming ? Ahd, | 
All things continue as they were from bft. 
the beginning of” the" tration. They * 8 
queſtioned the truth and juſtice of God, 
when they aw the undiſturbed proſpe- | 
rity of the wicked, and that ſpeedy ven- 
geance Was not executed upon them. 
Here he tells tlem, there Was a time, in 
which he Would bring terrible judgments 
upon the wicked, and that was, at the 
coming of the Meſſiah, which was now 
near; of which he ſays 1 in the following 
verics : But who may abide he day of his 
coming? And who ſhall ftand; when he 
appeareth ? For he is lite à refiner's fire, 
and fuller's ſope: He ſhall conſume the —* 
wicked by his judgment, and the ſincere = 
15 will be purified by his doctrine. And 
in the following chapter, Behold the day 
e comet h which ſball burn as an oven; and 
e aff the proud, and all who do wickedly, 
ni ſhall be ftubble Plainly pointing at the 
a deſtruction of Jeruſalem; which was an 
a image of thewgeneral judgment, many = 
example to all — live ane 
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T; Te words as they le before us \conſi 
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CO 1. The character of the Mean The 
©1019 Meſſenger" of the FAIRE , T1039 \ 
VD Dilk HOT O14 96 01 91 39331 
III. The remitkable' oiredfPanter . 
Jlating to his appearance. I "ſhall 
daiſtinctly open them, and make pro- 
103 per application.” uu bis 911% bled Il 
FIRM i TO HHO ei 0] 101 31193 
I. I ſhall conſider; The charter of the 
Meſſiah: The Meſſenger of the covenant. 
In another place, he is called; the cove- 
nant of the people: I will give thee, 
a covenant of the people: Here he is 
called the Meſſenger of it: I 'ſhall en- 
quire, 1. What covenant muſt be here 
underſtood. 2. In what ren be! is che 
Meſſenger of it. | 
F. r. In the general, It is God's cove- 
nant, of which he is the Meſſenger; and 
the covenant of God may be diſtinguiſh- 
ed, from the different parties concerned 
in it, and the different purpoſes it was to 
ſerve; into the covenant of redempt ion, 
and the covenant of grace. The covenant 
of redemption, is between the Father and 
Son; and may be confidercd/as a mutual 
engagement from all eternity, in order 
to the recovery of the loſt world: This 
Was the firſt overt act of the divine mercy, 
and is the foundation of alt the reſt. The 
Father engaged to the Son, that upon 
his uncefrakifg and Cuffering; he ſhould 
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recover laſt men; and raiſe up a numerous 
ſeed : The ſon agreed to ſuffer and dye, 
na order to their recovery and ſalvation: 
Thou \ſhalk mals his foul an offering far 
N en; and, Ve ſball; fee; bis ſted. Thin. 5 
| was the wiſe and mereiful- meaſure, con- 
certed for the redemption of faln man; | 
. in the counſels of the divine will. But | 
, this cannot be the thing intended here, | 
l becauſe there nceded no Meſſenger of 


; this covenant: It was an eternal trank- 
$ action between themſelves, and their was 
' no other party concerned in it; nor 
5 could this be conſidered as a matter of 
« prophecy, or as a thing to come. 
The covenant of grace is between God 
" and man, through Chriſt, the Mediatour - 
4 of it. It is a propoſal of pardon and ſal- 
ky vation, through the blood of Chriſt; to 
all who, heartily accept and comply with 
it, It is properly no more than a tender 
and offer, as it ſtands in the goſpel, and 
is conſider d only on Godꝭs part; though 
carry ing authority, and obliging our com- 
pliance; and then properly becomes à 
coyenant, when it is actually entered and 
conſented to on ours. And this is founded 
in the fotmer, the covenant of grace with 
faln man, ſprings out of the covenant ot 
redemption, made wiih, Chriſt; and has 
been the, ſtanding method of God's deal 


ing witch faln man, though under different 
O03 diſpenſations, 


ASS a8 
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Ll 3 ſations, and with different degrees 

light and grace! It was more durkly re. 
Vealed, and imperfectiy underitood at firtt; 
andthe tight did gradually break out and 
mine forth; le that of the rifing un; 
till it came at falt to broad andiopen day, 
So that the covenant of gtaeeſin the laſ 
ccition, and falkeſt diteobery of it; com. 
prehends the hole revealed will of God, 
for the ſalvation of man; and the entire 
revelation ot the goſpel; A tlie 
gracious promiſes of it. 

I ſhall only obſerve concerning this 
covenant, for the further clearing and 
illuſtrating the matter; That tis a cove- 
nant with apo/fate creatures, and fo tis 
diſtinguiſhed trom the covenant ot works, 
or the law of innocent nature: he prin- 
ciple of it is grace, it ſprings from tree 
and rich and fovereign grace: The tub- 
ject ot it is a faln creature, not an inno- 
cent and upright one. That required 
ſinleſs obedience, and abſolute perfection, 
under the fanction of death: This allows 
of repentance,” and accepts of ſincerity. 
So it is properly called the rouenant of 

| 3 or method of dealing with faln 

inners in a way of mercy and favout. 
And it is a covenant which exzends to all 
"tiankind ; and 16 iris diſtinguiſhed ttom 
the renant bf peculiarity with tlie Jews. 


Indecd tie Jews were under che common | 
ee 0 covenant | 


The Aſchenger vf tbe Covenant. 
covenant of grace, which was firſt, made 
with Adam and afterwards renewed 
with! Noah and. Abraham 7 But they had 
beſides this a covenant; of (peculiarity, 
proper to themſelves; 29d which ſecu- 
rod ſeveral bloſſings to ſthem, which no 
otlier peoplechad belides,., The covenant 
of grace is not conſined within the 
limits of any! particular nation, or to an 
diſtinguiſhed; people; but extends to. a 
nations of men, and to every kind of 
people. So it was prophecied of him, 


I will give thee, for à covenant of the 10. 42. 6, 


people; for the light of the Gentiles: 
The commiſſion by Chriſt is, Go. and 
teach all nations, preach the goſpel to 
all the world; and to every creature: 
Pardon and life are ſincerely offered, to 
every particular ſoul, wherever the gol 


* 


pel comes. It clearly comprehends in 


it, all bleſſings, ſpiritual and eternal, as 
well as temporal; and ſo it is diſtinguiſh- 
ed in ſome fort, from the covenant of 
grace, under the former diſpenſations of 


it; in the patriarchial, moſaical, and pro- 


phetick ages of the world... Not but that 


the covenant of grace, is one and the fame 
for kind to them and tous, and in every 


age of the world; and did contain in it, 
ſpiritual and eternal bleſſings too; Hut 

then they were more ſparingly mention- 
ed, and more obſcurely revealed. The 
en 705 004 : tenour 
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tengur of the govenant run very much 
upon temporal hleſlings, ande outward 
proſperity, at lealt; as types and ſhadous 
of Apiritual and eternal good the coves! 


lin naat of grape under the goſpel diſpenſa. 


tion af it, conſiſts chicfly, and in a man- 
ner cntitely, in ſpiritual promites:: It 
cvery Where abaunds with clcar and ex- 
preſs promiſes of the pardon of ſin, and 
the aids of the ſpirit, and of cternal life, 

It comprehends all the bleſlings, which a 


faln creature needs, and which are ncceſ- 


ſary to our compleat and final happinels. 


Heb. viii. 


In this ſenſe too, it is a better couenant, 
and eſtabliſbed upon better pronuſes. And 
as to the duration of it, tis an everlaſting 

coyenant; and ſo it differs from all —— 
covenants wWhatſocver: This is proper and 
peculiar to itſelf. There are limits to the 


longeſt agreements in this world, and 


Heb. viii. 
13. 


there has been an end of all other difpen-/ 
ſations: They were ſuited to the preſent 
circumſtance, of things, and ſerved ſpe- 
cial purpoſes for a limitted time: They 
were only types and ſhadows af good things 
to came, and prepared the way for a bettet 
ſtate of things. So the Apoſtic oblerves, 
In that he faith neu covenant; he hath 
mage the. firſt. ald: now that cubich de- 
cayeth aud uaxeth old, is ready do wanifh' 
aua. Zut the covenant of grace in the 


goſpel is wa perpetual uſa, andeverlaſting 


bob cContinuance 
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d continuance. Tis the laſt diſpenſation” 

vp che ſontof God; Laſt of al be en 
a unto them bur fon 3 and in theſe laſt days, 
( he hath ſpoken tu ut by his ſon. In this 
ſcnſe, we rend of the b/p0d of the euep/Heb. 1 Lili, 
laſting covenant : It wiltnever be abolifh- 

ed, or ccaſe to be of fatce'; it will never" 

| be out of date iefclf, or ſicececded by any 

! other. i to nobicg 201 to nnn eig 

| F. cds Asche Meſſenger of the-boves? 

| nant, and elſewhere called the Angel of * 
. the covenant: The word here, ſignifies al. ron 
both an Angel and Meſſenger. Tis the 


| <Lom ye ſeł: It properly” ſigniſies one, 
employed by another, or a middle perſon 
going between two parties; and is of the 
ſame i with the Apoſtles expreſſion:? 
The Mediatour of the net teſtament leb. vii. 
It may fitly be underſtood, to compre- 6. 
hend all his concernment in this mat- 
ter, or hatſocver relates to the co 
nant of God with man. eur um 8-2 
briefly)”; n e 9 1812 
1. He revealed the UY ond Gedto i 
the world; When man broke the firſt - 
venant, he forfeited all the bleſſings; and 
fell under the curſe and condemnatioa 
of it. It was altogether doubtful and 


make a new covenant with man, or eũ ͤ 
preſs en favour n This de- 
acuh pended 


ſame perſon who is called, The Lord 75 


uncertain to us, whether ever Cod Would 


—— — — —— — 
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pended upon free pleaſure, and could not 
be gathered fromothe lighe of nature; ot 
the / reaſon of the cale: Phat Was ra. 
ther ſtrongly againſt it. It was more like 
_ by, that che offended Sovereign would 
exkłcute the btokeu law, with the urindſt 
ripodt; than that he wouldahew merey, 
ro guilty rebels This required an exprel 
revelat ion of the will of God to men. 
Now the Me ſſiah was the great Meſlen- 
ger, employed upon this merciful errand; 
to reveal the Purpoſes of the divine met. 
cy tothe ſinful crrature. This he did ſirſt 
in paradiſe, to our firſt parents; in the 
great promiſe of the ſeed of the woman, 
immediately upon the fall: Tis moſt pro- 
bable, that God did not appear imme- 
diately, and in his on perſon, who had 
bren ſo lately provoked by the ſin of men: 

It better became the Mafeſiy of the Al. 
mighty, to treat with rebellious creatures, 

in the perſon of a Mediatour; and to 

make ule of the Meſſenger of the cove- 

nant. The Evangeliſt ſays expreſly of 

Joh. i. 18. chte Father, No man hath ſeen God at 
any time: Our Lord tells us, Ie have 

7. weither heard bit voice at any time, nor 
den his ſbape. And the A poſtle ſays 
= bon no man 3 1 
upon this ground, tis highly reaſon- 

able to ſuppoſe, That all the glorious 
appcarances of the old tuſtamont, to ſo 
3673 many, 


1 4S + 


ſal vation, hath appeared to all men. ice. 
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many ſcvcral perſons, were by this grrat 
Mcfienger: and Angel of the covenanti Gen. viii, 
as when:he made the covenant): with 21. 
Noah; and after wardsorenewed/ it with zz. * 
Abraham: When he gave the law to 
Moſes, and asthe:Apoſtie ſays, The An- Act. vii. 
el. ſnule to him in the mount Sinat: 38. 
hen he appeared ti the prophets;» by 
dreams and wiſion, and gave forth albthe 
diſcoveries af the divine will; ſor the 
Evangeliftifays; Theſe things ſaid Eſatas, — 
when he ſatu his glory; — pale of him 41. 
Tis very certain,” when the fullneſs of 
time was come, which was mark! d out 
in the divine purpoſe, and foretold in 
the prophecies of the old teſtament, the 


word was made fleſh; and the only he- i. 18. 


gotten ſon, uν lay in the boſom 
the Father, declared him 31 and brought 2 Tim. i. 
life aud immortality to light. br the goſt . 
el: God preached peace by Feſus Cbriſt, 1g. x. 
or revealed the way of reconciliation to 36. 
hnnergd to n 2040 viviedemn 

He made a gradual (diſcovery of the 

divine will, ſuitable to the ſeveral ages 
of the church, and the ſeveral putpoſes 

he was catrying on; and has left upon 
record, à ſtanding meſſage, and inne 
fulleſt terms, in the goſpel. So the Apoſtie 
lays, The grace of God which bringeth Tit. it. 2 


The docttine of the divine gracc. And, 
Nauen the 


be I E DICE ©. 1) - ns 


ili. 4. a and. love of FO ny Jenin 
1 4H towards man, bath appeared.; or become 
* viſible and expoſed to open vicw, which 
Was before a ſecret purpoſe, or a. More 
confined revelation. to a tew.,, #4). .. 

2. He confirmedthecovenant by his blood 

ic Meſlenger of the covenant, not only 

brought the knowledge of the divine will 

to the world, but came to die a (acrifice; 
According to all the types of the legal 
_'facrifices, and many predictions of the 
prophets. Now the ſacriſicc of Chriſ 
upon the croſs, was not only deſigned to 
make atonement for ſin; but to confirm 

the coyenant of grace, and render it va. 

lid ww effectual: The Meſſiah, was not 
only t ſb tranſgreſſion, and make an 

Dan. ix. ei f. in, and make reconciliation. for 
24 iniquity; but to confirm the covenant 
auß many. Agreably to this, we read 

Luk. SY the new. teſtament in his blood; And 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks of the , of the 

Bed. xi. ii. DOPE. covenant, i. c. The blood by 
--: Which the covenant is ratificd and con. 
firmed,, and Which gives the fulleſt al- 
lijrance. to the world; and mig higheſt 
evidence of. N 4 it. 9 — new 
coyenant Was allo. 2 teſtament, it became 
ceſſary to make it of farce, that the 
e die; ſo the Apoſtle argucs; 
«teſtament js, there, muſt. alle; 

Naa, ity be the death of the teſtatour, 
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a teſtament is of force after 77 
ally [emi it 2 rt e _ 
all.” white the teftutour' Lp 16. 17. 
Titan dies, His Will tives; 4nd bec KEY 
of force but does not care i and! has 
no effect, white he lives,” ra | 
- The coventnt of Gd Was Htm an 
ſure itt it fel; and to 33 oe, 
promiſe the eee 5800 4 Bi tounjel, be 
confirm'd it with And an 034 
is for — — and an 44 of all . Heb. 4 
amd the laft'atid higheſt afſurance of trüth . 
among men. But to give the fulleſt ſe- - * 
curity undder the weakdels bf out faith, 
and difcouragements of our guilt ; ne 
ſolemnly ratified it by the blood of Chriſt. 
And upon this: very mellage, he came 
into the world rs ben wirneſs to the 
truth and to dye a martyr to it; t 
ve the moſt "ample and convincing. 
185 of the reality and force of the ne“ 
copenant. This appears by che ſeals of 
it? The covenant is confitta'd to us by ; 
the pings mir er of his death We 

into bis urb: i. e. Into Rom. vt. 

the ne te profefſioti bf his death ; 
as well as brought under an obligation o 
conformity to it. And we commemo- 
tate his dearth at the Lord table, and % 
this in remembrance of him. This ische 
1 ge of both, "rhe coe 1 
_ Rod ld ſcale by thele Here 21 
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n ttes; and the bleſlings of the cotenaft 
are actually made over and cohvched 10 
eco, Al io 10409926 J30thb 1 2 | 
e makes an ##er and tender bf 
it by che goſpel. This he did in his own 
n hen he was here bm earth: He 
offet d life atid ({alvation, tö penitchi 
bdelicving ſtaners. Hie ptottiſed 7% ot 
Mat: „ ul, to them WO Tabogr ind ate heavy 
lauen; and take iis vote and earn bf hin 
and life and peace to all WHO come 
to him, or believe on him: This Was 4 
greable to what was propheſied ofhim: The 
Iſal. xi. 1. irit of the Lord'ts upon me, berunſe the 
rd hath anointed me to preachgood tid: 
ines to the mecł He hath ſent me to bind up 
the broken hearted ; to proclaims liberty to 
the: captives, and the opening of the pri- 
fon to them who are bound; to proclaim 
the acceptable year of the Lord; to con. 
fort all that mourn. Theſe words out 
Lord applies to himſelf in the Evange- 
liſt; and they were the firſt text with 
| which he began his publick miniſtry, 
e after his baptiſm; and when tlie Holy: 
Choſt deſcended upon him in a viſible 


hape. When lie came into? the ſyns. 
g62tc at Nagaretb, and there was de- 
lter d to him the book of the prophet ſ * 
Eſuits';\tte opened the bob, and foun WM * 
Lu ir, Me place where tis- written The. pit 
18. 1 Lot is upon me, & And Wien 
ö A. 


ii 
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FA this ſaripture fulſllsd in your; gans, 
is a diſtinct account * his perſonal 
ne it er eigene 3. noble 
De, ict VIEW ot, it. +: 
The ghd 7 the. ard i ue 
the neareſt Inriaacy and molt extras 
i 60 Seine ang int uERCE 3 by which 


Wee proper powers. 
i cxration of mts, He preach. go, 
tidings ta the meek; i. e, He open d the 
way of lalyation, or the method of loſt 
ſinners regovery and happineſs, and gave 
the clear, light of the golpel, in all che 
darkneſs and diſcouragements before 
them, to thoſe Who are poor in this 
world, and. of the loweſt circumſtance 
of. life.; A r humble and teachable, and 
| have adiſpoſition of mind, proper to the 


. e, He heals a wounded ſpirit, and xc : 


ſtares 77 and peace of min, under the 
4. Juiched ſcale. of gult . and rerrour, of 
. bars by, the ſovercigu balſam of his 
bie blood. Ale proclaims bh ert y to captiues: 
11. Sinners, arc, held falt under the domini- 


on be ſin, and ate ſlaves to their Jultsz 
are vaſſals of the Devil and Jed cap- 


| tous tb ſatangt hrs pleaſure: They are like 
men under a cloſe confinement, bound 


92 * olemaly. appgipzcd to 12 Wok, 


poor, He bends; up dee hearted: 


0 not, and loaded. ace 


575 


9065 the 1275 2 c\fpiy, (This ar 21. 


; 
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Fear of Jabilee ſet Ali the. 


th 4 E 8 4 ABT 


aug he, reſcues us from the power of 
Ihr, ſpiritual enemies, and reſtores us to 


a rty;:; He delivers us from 
278 juſt; uſurpation, 
Wh 9 ne under. their; power by 
245 755 POR Au E 


17 hx yk 


pa and 
Fes frees" He, comforts theat ral 
maurn-: i. c. He applies proper conlola 
157 under the ſorrows of a, goſpel re. 
tance, and the exerciſes of afflict. 

providence. This is illuſtrated by 
es and alluſive expreſſions, to 
the cuſtoms obſerv'd among the Jews. 
He gives them beauty for aſhes : They co- 
ver'd their heads and garments with aſhes 
in times of great affliction and calamity; 
which. beſmear d, and gave a deformity 
. 1 ſuitable. to their melancholly. circum- 
ſtances: But he wipes of the duft which 
defiles them, and pu hl them appear 
clean and lovely, who were ſoil'd and 
A of joy for mours- 
ing.: They anointed themſclycs,, with 
ſweet oils in the caſtern hot countries, 
3 gave . and ee to 


ume. 


oy of beavine . 
; | > 4 
174 23 f — 4 14 # + 
4 af 
Y 5 
-4 ; 


from, thoſe 
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Tee gef of . Cd . pi 
acithiith Weeks"! of RERHRrk, With 
which they" covered thiſelyes in their 
troubles. He will gibe them the ga- 
nent 1 „or Wen a they ufed'to 
pur on in t es of lolemn feffiwals, r 
publick joy, and which were expteſſive 
of gladnefs and proſperity. They ſhall be 
trees of righveouſneſt"and plants of the 
Lord: Their aflictions ſhall contribute 
to their improvement: The tears they 
ſhed and*Teatter about, 'ſhall' water "the 
ſceds of goodneſs, and make them flon- 
riſh and thtive the more: They who ſow 
in tears ſhall reap in joy : He who goeth , 
forth and weepeth bearing precious Ft] . 
ſhall doubtleſs come again rejoicing, 89 
ing his ſbeaves with him. 
1 return; He preached peace in his 
perſon,” and the word of the goſpel 
began tobe ſpoken by the Lord, And 1 
= e Was to leave the world and * zo 
to the Father; he commiſſioned the a- 
poſtles, and appointed the goſpel mini- 
ſtry, to continue the offer in his name 
and ſtead... The miniſters of Chriſt how- 
erer mean and inconſidetable in other te: 
ſpects ; in the exerciſe of their office are 
His meſſengets, who is the great meſſen- 
ger "of the covenant. So he tells the 
poſtles; As the Father hath ſent me, . 
ven ſo. ſend Nh: I ſend you. IL. 
zuthotity co r the goſpel, 
dull olim P p . 
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Father ſenr me by his authority to per- 
form the wark of a Mediatour. He font 

em up and down in the World, qua- 
lifled With proper authority, and 7 
0 with proper gifts, to read thy or 
el in tlie 7 (od alſo beari 

_ Witneſs both with guns and won — 

4. "ith droers 9 and gift of the 
 Holy-Ghoft according to his will. And 
he pave paſtors and teachers; as well as 

3 and prophets; for the” erfetFiug 

FPS the ſaints, and the work of the mini. 

try, and edifying of the body of Chrift 
He has Weite ſtated Officers in his 
ſpiritual kingdom to adminiſter the ordi- 

Hlaflces of the goſpel worſhip, and teach 


the obſervance of whatſoever he hath 


commanded. So much the Apoſtles inter- 
togations imply How ſball they believe 
in him of whom! they have not heard ? 

and hom ſball they hear without a preach- 

Rom.x.1 5 40 and how ſhall they preach except 
ey be fem ? oof are 7 the 

16. 9200 Pate; and brin tidings 
4 vod #4 s, and to be 2 ſinners in 
riffs ſtea to be reconcil'd to God; ot 
Accept of the terms of the goſpel merey. 
They are to repreſent tlie bleſſings and 
duties of the new covenant, and Ter life 
and death before them; to plead the 
Taufe of Chriſt with careleſs fiffners; and 


1 bes the * of cotnpfiance. 15 
, e 


Te Meſſenger of the Covenant. 
he has encourag' d them by his gracious 
promiſe, of being with them always even 
unto the end of the. world; in the ordi- 
nary. and ſtated exerciſe of their office. 
And he is the Meſſenger of the covenant, 
as he employs the goſpel miniltry in this 
great embaſlage, and propoſes the terms 


of peace and reconciliation to the. * | 


worl 

4. As be. conveys the bleſſings of. the 
covenant. by his ſpirit, to all who con- 
ſent and comply with ir. He negotiates 


this whole matter between God and man; „4 


and is concern d on God's part, as well 
as on our part. As he propoſes the co- 
venant to our acceptance with ſufficient 
light and influence; ſo he ſecures the 
bleſſings of it to every qualified ſubject, 
or ſincere. penitent believer. He is the 
gteat conveyancer of all ſpiritual and 
laving bleſſings; and tis by his hand e- 


vety metcy ot the covenant is given forth. 


As he recommends their prayers and ſer- 
vices to the divine 
ſends down every bleſſing. of the 

miſe, as he ſent the rt upon th "A. 


acceptance; fo 4 


1579 


oſtles, when he was exalted at the right Add. ü. 3% 


Land f God, 
Herein he uſes the agency of the. di- 
vine ſpirit, by whom all ſaving crati- 
ons arg wrought upon the ſouls 55 Hen ; 
«RAG all faving bleſſings e them. 
of Pp2 'He 


580 14 H. 
"> a * and A our Winds and 
is the principle of ſpiritual life and pow- 
er: ¶e is the bleſſed comforter; and foun- 
tain of all our joys; and the earneſt and 
ſeal of the heavenly inheritance. He is 
the great agent im the hands of the Me- 
diatour, in the, cxconomy of redemption, 
of «ſpecial a cet WP iaechaſitg bleſ⸗ 
ſings and of actual intereſt in the bene- 
fits of the covenant promiſe. Upon this 
Rom. vi account he is expreſſy called the pri? 
i. e. procut d by him, and dif: 
Philip. penſed by him; by whoſe vital preſence 
in our ſouls, we are brought into a ſpe- 

cial relation to him, and made the mem- 

bers of his myſtical body; and from whom 

e derive all ſupplies of light and ſtrength 

in the ſervice and conflicts of the chri- 

ſtian life. And the goſpel is for the ſame 

; Cor .. reaſon called, the mmiſtration of the ſpi- 
. rit; in oppoſition to the law which was 
a miniſtration of death, and of rondem- 
nation. Tis under his peculiar influ- 
ence; and attended with a ſpecial preſence 

and power, and a greater meaſure of gifts 
and graces then the e e 
. e to conſider. { ag 
V ad] II. 
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II. The remarkable gircumſtancer pro- 
phecied ot him under this character. 
Kr. The Te, his way before 
him. Behold, I will fend my meſſenger; 
and he ſhall prepare the, way before: mit. 
So it Was propheſied of him by 1/aiahc 
The , voige- of him wha; erieth; in the uiii Ini. xl. 3. 
derneſs 5 Prepare ye the:way of the Lord, 
make. ſtrait, in the deſert. a high way for iv co 
our God. The words, are here ſpoken -—_ 
in the,perſon of the Father, concerning 
Chr iſt, as they ate in the evangeliſt, ſpo- | 
ken to him. By my maſſeng 


er, here, we 
are plainly. to underſtand, | Jahn the bap+ 
tiſt ; for ſo Matthew applies it: For this 
is 2 of whom. ben, 17 — 
ſend, ny meſſenger before thy Jace; 
ſball ge way before thee. And 
Mark ſays more diſtinctly: Asit is curit. 
ten in the prophet. : Behold I fend (my, 
meſſenger The voice of one crying in 
the wilderneſs, prepare ye the way of the 
Lord; make his paths; ſtrait Plainly 
refering to this prophecy. So his Father 
Zacharias propheſied of him; And thou 
child ſball be called the prophet of the 
higheſt ; for thou ſbalt go before the face Luk. i. 76. 
of the Bord to prepare hir Way. © G 
The prophet; here ſpeaks. of him, un- 
der the name of Elijah ;. or in the greek 
Pp3 rendering 


TC 
i. 3. 
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Mal. iv. 5. <a Elias; Bebold, I end unto 
2 E 22 the \propher, befare the com- 
A the — 0 ud. terrible day of the 
3,1 g alteratioh of their 
whole. 8 RY of the deſttuction of 
Feruſalem at laſt. And be Pall turn the 

„ Gearts, of the fathers to the children; 
aud thechearts of the children to the Fa. 
thers, leaſt I come and ſmite the earth 
mp 4 curſe. Agreably to this, the an- 
1 177775 n g John; 
Luk. i. 16 many of the children of Iſrael. ſhall 
17> be turn to the To his 1 and he 

| ſhall go before him i in the ſpirit and pou/- 
er Elias; i. c. with a ſpirit remark- 
able for zcal and courage againſt ſin ; 
and for reforming abuſes and corruptions 
in the worſhip of God: Elijah was a 
bold reformer, among the Jet, and 
turn d the people from the worſhip of 


1 Kin 


xviiz Baal, to the true God: To turn the hearts 
27. 4 the. fathers to the children; and the 

3 to the wiſdom. of the juſt ; to 
0 195 ready à people prepar d Ved Lord. 
He. 2 all ſorts of o old and 


Mat. 1.5. 


J ͤ⅛àA W ] PPC rr oo tt... tt tc _ a 


bh. at It fv. 8 Yu. 


but haue done whatſorver they 
Then the, diſciples underſtood, that he 
dale of Fohn the Baptiſt: That he 


The FTE e 1 


ny he, gave of himſelf, when the s 
5 N him, Who art” EEE: 1400 pos 
ſaid, I; an the voice of one crying in 45 
wilderpeſs male [tral the way 4 

Lord, 4 4” ith rhe e Eſains. 

Its exient from hence, the Jes hi d 

an opinion, that Elias would come 

fore the. appearance of the Meſſiah, ayd 2 

be his mellenger and forctunner, tho they 

groſiy miſtook the notion of the fore- 
runner, as well as of the Meſſiah; fot 

they . dreamt of the old prophet El gj ab | 
the Tiſbb3te, . riſing, from the en ay” 
appearing. in perſon ; in which reſpect 

the Baptiſt denied that he was Elias: joh. i. a. 
And not of one appearing only in þjs 

ſpirit and power. So the diſciples ask d 

Chriſt; Why then [ay the e that 

Elias muſt firſt come : He does not blame 

the opinion ; but the miſtake of the per- 

ſon, and the neglect of him, who was 
the true Elias: Feſus ſaid unto them, 
Elias truly ſhall firſt come and reſtore all 
things; but I ſay unto you, that Elias 

is come already; and they knew 19 _ 12. 
rſtes 


that eminent prophetical man Fee 1 
by the prophet. 8 i JED 
The miniſtry of John the Baptiſt was 
A kind of middle thing, between the jew. 
Pp 4 iſh 


* 
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ih and the goſpel ſtare; and was deſigned 
to lead men off from the former, and 

prepare them fer the latter und ſo he 
preparedrhe 8 Lord, 8 
the doctrint of repentance, and bapt 

Mate. 8. 11 unto reperitancey en e Mer 

2 Lingam of ö wag 40 Ar F 
mw former wicked ways, for the gob 
: pelfinte is juſt ready to be ſet up in the 
- world! He converted multitudes of the 
ws by his „and turned the 

Hart of the fathers to the children, and 

the diſobedient, to the wiſdom of the 
juſte And he baptized with water unto 

— 11. repemance; in token of "their! cleanſing 
ſrom their former ſins. He baptized 
Chriſt, as it were to anoint and pre- 
pare him for his office; and bare witnels / 
to him, and gave the moſt honourable 

teſtimony to him He came for arwitneſs 

Job. i. 7. robear witneſs of the light, thut all men 
through him might — He told the 

Jeus, There ſtandeth one among pon, 
Fa whom ve ve not; be 8 
- Br me, ts preferred" me, 

25556 ſhoe par ety not — to 

ux{poſ?. ''Atanother'timec, he mark d him 

out to the people, and ſaid, Bebolu the 
lamb of God,” who taketh: away 1h fing 
of the*world; And he bear rer thut 

he. You the Renn. from: . 

i 


N 


1 _— hy 
* 
— 
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decreaſe's. he who cometh from 8 « 
mars Ic 


ple. The Lord whom ye ſeeks. ſball ſnd - 
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The Mieſſenger of tir Cavenant. 58g"; 
like a dove, and abiding upon him; and 133-34 | 
that he 48:48 ſon f (a48 51A ndiexpreſt 01 = 
his ſatisfaction at the proſpect — 
glory andgreatnaſs, thou it was to ſnade 
and obſcure; his own. 1 —— a 
oy At ful led, he muſi incre out Þ:i- i a 


is above allio And when Jabn w 
into priſons! Jeſus into Galliler, 1 
and ——— 4 to a Ty 


tt. is 
12. 


and death, that he entered upon — 
lick miniſtry, and wrought his miracles: 
When the forerunner was removed, the 
Meſſiah appeared more openly to the 
world he begun Where John ended, 
and when the way was prepared for it, = 
he-ſet up the: goſpel ſtate, So punſtu - 
ally was this mañ circumſtance 
fulfilled. ad een Jer es 

F. PT IS > Mac into his tem- 


denly come into bis temples. That is 
into this temple, which was built bx 
Zerubbabal and which was to be ho- 
noured by his preſence, and to receive 
a greater glory, than that of N 


NW n —_— 


£4 
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See Serm. which j + 
_ he ſhall come ſudden). i. e. Either quick. 
I y aſter this time, and ſoon after this pro. 

© Phecy of him; for Malaclu was the la 

_ of all the prophets, and came the near. 
eſt the time of his 3 Or elle, 
ſuddenly after the preparation of , his 


ways ſoon after the miniſtry of Jaln. 
When the Meſſenger had prepared his 
way, the Meſſenger of the covenam 
— appears and ſo we dach it Was in 


«a F. 3. The eee Ld deſire of 
him. | The Lord whom. ye. ſeek, and 
See Serm. Whans 9e e in; Which we. conſi. 


xvii. dered before. 
— * — ainty of all * Be. 
he ſhall come, Cath rhe Lord of hoſts. 


He will certainly come according to thc 
preciſe time, foretold by the REP A 
and in the exact manner, without th 

leaſt failure of any circumſtance. Be- 
hold he ſhall come, ſaith the Lord of 
hoſts : He whois the God of truth, and 
keepeth- covenant for ever; and not 
a tittle of whofe word ſhall ever fall to 
the ground, or remain unaccompliſhed: 

And he who is the Lord of hoſts, or the 
almighty being, and is calily able to bring 
it to paſs, and give it a full accompliſh- 

ment, 2 all the e the 


8101 way 
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way of it. 80 the word of the Lore 
to Zerubbabel, concerning the building 
the temp Ic; Mot by might, nor by ng Zach. tr, 
bit by my ſpirit, ſuith the Lord of hoſts: 
He mall be 4fliſted in the difficult warty 
Fu divine/prefence, with little human 
help, and e great oppoſition; Mu 


th how, | 'O'(preat mountain? Before 
lain 


| Zerubbabel thou ſhalt berum a 
The greateſt "difficulties and oppoſitiong 
| from all ſorts of enemies, ſhall(be' ro. 
moved and overcome; and the way made 
lain and cafy He ſhall bring forth the 
ead ftone Hhertof, with ene S, ery- 
ing grace, grace, to it: He al finiſh 
the building with great acclamations of 
joy, and wiſhes of happineſs-and proſpe- 
rity to attend it. He can ſink the higheſt 
mountain into a plain; make the Hille 
melt like wax at his preſence, and the 
% mountains Skip like rams; to prepare the 
- WW vay for the accompliſhmentof his deſigns, 
i and the very enemies and hindrances, to 
n be the occaſion and inſtruments of promos 
ug it; as Grus was in building the tem- 
7 ple. Iconcſude with ptactical inferences. 
ne 1. We learn the gracious condeſcen- 
tion of the Redecmer. He was infinitely 

0 glorious, in the perfections of his nas 
ture, and dignity ty of his ſtate; he was 


cternally happy 'in- the Father's love, be- 
J fore 


BE GB PT SY IR 
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if 


6. as upon herter promiſes... 


; | 1 k F ; AN Ba 
ME SS TAR, 
fote ever the World was made; and ih 
dependent upon the Whole ercation. H 
needed not the Works of his own hands 
who” inhabited eternity, aud poſſeſt th; 
bleſſedneſs of heaven, But no he vouch 
fafed'to act a miniſterial part, and to be 
come the Meſſenger of the covenant, to 
1 world; who was. the, Make; 
and Lord of it: He who was in the forn 
of Cad, appeared in the faſbion of a man, 
and form of 4 ſervant and came upon 
an ctrand of mercy, to the miſerable 
world. And how amazing was the con. 
deſcention of the bleſſed Redeemer, to 
come into the guilty world, and take 
the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh ; to reveal the 
will of God to man, and confirm the 
covenant of the goſpel. How kind and 
admirable. was the deſign? How truly 
admirable is the grace? 

2. The excellency of the new. covc:. 
nant: This is to be gathered from the 
Meſſenger of it; to be ſure the meſſage 
is worthy, ſuch a Meſſenger, and can ne- 
ver fail in his hands. This is. à great ar- 
ticle of preference in the new, covenant, 
above the old; that it is. eſtabliſhed; in 
the hands of ſuch a Mediataur, as well 
And this ſhews. 


the wiſe adminiſtration of it, that God 
acts not with us immediately by 1 
n 8 but 


The N enger of , the, Covenant. 539 


but in the perſon of a Mediatour; and 
ſo at once bre effectually ſecures. the 
reverence" of his 'own Majeſty, and con- 
ſults the ſafcty and comfort of. the crea⸗ 
türe. It Would not ſo well become the 
Gvine grantdeür, to tranſat immediately 
witl offending ſinners; it is more ſuitahl 
to the diwine afconomy,, and the regar, 
ro his own gloty, to act by a Mediatour,. 
and employ the, Meſſenger of the coyes, 
nant. And to be ſure, it is moreſuitable 
to our ſtate, who are guilty creatures; 
and abates the dread of the divine; May, 
jeſty, and encourages and emboldens us, 
in all our addreſſes to him; and cxpecta- 
tion of mercy from him. x We receive. 
the glad tidings of great joy, without ter- 
rifying awe from the hands of the gracious. 
Mediatour, I might obſerve, +. :,..-.. 

3. The punctual fairhfullneſs of God 
to his word, in the exact accompliſhment 
of every circumſtance, in this remarkable 
ptophecy: But this we have often conſi-, 
dered befote. 15 1 Ou 1 & 21 

4. Comply: with this great Meſſenger. 
of the covenant: , He has publiſhed the 
new coyenant to the world, confirmed by 
his blood, and makes a ſincere tender of it 
in the goſpel; And is ready to communis, 
cute the ſaving bleſſings of it, Receive 
ir with reverence and joy, ſuitable to the 

IDLING YO Jin um en | glorious 
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glorious perſon ho brings the meſſage 
and the gracious importance, of the mel. 
lage itſelf. Conſider it, asſa meſſage ſent 
from heaven, and brought by the ſon of 
Cod, for it jſt began 10 be, ſpoken y 
Lords and in order to guide: us into the 
way of truth, and to ſhew, unto men the 
Way of ſalvation. Embrace the glad ti 
dings with a becoming welcome, and 
with ſuitable reſentments of mind: Hoy 
ſhall we eſcape, if we refuſe himWwho ſpeal 
eth from heaven; and either do not & 
lie ve his report, or neglect ſo great ſalur 
ion? What ungrateful and pernicious fol. 
Iy to diſregard ſo great a perſon, who came 
in the moſt gracious} manner, upon the 
kindeſt errand to the world? 

Comply with the gracious meſlage he 
brings: He comes clothed with the ch+ 
racers of authority, as well as upon a de. 
ſign of mercy ;.and*demands your com. 
pliance, as welt as reveals the will of 
God: He requires every one to conſent 
to the gracious covenant, and comp) 
with the terms of it; yield to the mol 


merciful aud equitable demand: Le 
there be no indulged xeluctance, or pat 
tial compliance; thankfully accept the 
moſt advantagious offer. The meaſurs 
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